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NANTUCKET, .„ al,„j s. E „f 

on tlio,.^ k • iramc the inhabitants carru 

long. 70. 10^ # " P"''- ^^'- 41. 12. N. 

and n„» o,n.f \t ' ^-v"' Vonneaicut river, 
London, Nbw."'"' '^°"''°" """'/• See 

"^ Nassau 



N A V 

Nassau HaY) or Spirito Sancto, a large 
biiy in Florida, N. America. It is about a dc- 
l>rce in length, from N. to S. containinii, iour 
ifluuls, lituatcd in a line from S. VV. to N. E. 
for 50 miles, with openings between them a 
mile or two over. The molt northerly is called 
Myrtle ifland j between which and the conti- 
nent is the entrance of the bay. Here are many 
fprin^s of excellent water. The bay is 15 
miles broad, from Myrtle ifland to a mw of 
iflands running parallel with the Main-land, and 
another bay between them Ihetching 50 or 
60 miles to the S. as far as one of the fmaller 
nifHiths of the Mifliiippi. 

Na'i'a, a town in the ifthmus of Darlen, a 
province of Terra Firma, in S. America, with 
a harbour in Panama bay. Here, as in the 
neighbouring parts, they breed hoj^s, fowls, 
catile ; they alfo plant maife purpofely for fup- 
plyirti; Panama with provifions : it lies 67 miles 
S. W. of that city. Lat. 9. 12. N. long. 82. 
10. W. 

Navasia, a fmall ifland in the windward 
paflage, or ftreight, betv^ecn Cuba and Hifpa- 
niola, in the W. Indies. Thither the inhabi- 
tants of Jamaica come in boats, to kill guanas, 
an amphibious creature that breeds plentifully at 
the roots of old trees. T^hey are in the (hape of 
a lizzard, with fcales, but firm, white flefli, 
which, failors (xyy makes good broth. Some 
of them are three feet in length, 

N A VI DAD, a town of Mcchoacan, a pro- 
vince of Mechoacan, a province of Mexico, in 
N. Ameiica, with a harbour on the Pacific 
ocean : 156 miles W. of Mexico city, and fub- 
jed to Spain. Lat. 18. 51. N. long. iii. 10. W. 

. Negada, 
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Nkcada, or Anec ADA, one of the Carif,. 
l>ce .(land. ,n America. 1, i, low .nd de(ert, I e- 
i!g encompaflcd with H.oals and fand-banks- and 
Iks 50 m.lcs N. VV. of Anguilla. It is eld N ! 
p.d:i from ,„ l,e,„,, mo/lly overflown by high 
tides. It abounds with a rcmaikable bird called 
the CO l.bry, or humming bird. Here are alfo 
''"if ',?'u 'h,«,"«Pdown (he hills in May! 
and eat ail the herbage : and after going feveri 
t.ines to waft ihemfclves, return arain.'' But nt 
a ccrtam f.afon the fcmalei t.nke to the f.a, and 
(here lay then- eggs which, being cafl a/hoe 
and warmed by ,l,e fun, produce young one 
that creep to the woods, and as they grow b.v! 

fhells' through an opening at ihe tail, almoft 
;mpercept,ble, being only%overed with a Thhi 

63.' 5 W.' '''' "'*• ^''- '8- 6- N. long! 
Nj;cri7. Point, the mod wefterly cape of 

Nelson- s Fort, a feltleme^t on the W 
fide ot Hueifon's bay, in Canada, in N Ame' 
r:ca, at the mouth of a river of the fame" n .me 

iooV^ I'p^^- ^°' Churchill rrt"Ti 
t.00 N. W. of Rupert fort, belonging to Great 
I>nta,n,and ,n the poffeE ,.; of ^thf HuK 

Nf. Ultra, or Sir Thomas Roe's Wel- 
come, a nmow ftreight between lat. 62. and 
63. N. m New North Wales, and the Araic 
regions of America. '"'"^ 

New Albanv, called a!fo Orange fort, in 
the province of New York. Mo,.k^ 4 „"':." 
«ere ts a Itrong ftone fort!" "SeeA«;;r:""' 

^ 2 N£w 
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New Albion, the name given by Sir Francis 
Drake to California, in New Mexico, N. Ame- 
rica, when he took poiTeflion of it, anno 1578, 
in Queen Elizabeth's name, the King of the 
country actually inverting him with its fove- 
reignty. See California, and Mexico, 
New. 

New Andalusia, a large province of Ter- 
ra Firma, in S. America. Its boundaries are 
not diftindly laid down. The beft account is, 
that it has part of Guiana and New Granada on 
the S. part alfo of New Granada and Venezu- 
ela on the W. the North fea on the S. and the 
river Oronoko on the E. 

Newark, a town of Eflex county in New 
Jerfey, N. America ; it is the moft compa<^ 
place in both the Jerfeys ; confifting of about 
100 families, with 50,000 acres laid out for cul- 
tivation. About fix or feven miles N, of Eli- 
zabeth. 

New Biscay, a province of Guadalajara 
audience, in Old Mexico, or New Spain, N. 
America. It is bounded by New Mexico, on 
the N. by part of Florida and Panuco on the 
E. by Zacatecas on the S. and by Caliacan on 
the W. It is about 100 leagues from E. to W. 
and 120 from N. to S. From its being well wa- 
tered, it is fruitful *, and being fituated a little 
above the tropic of Cancer, its climate is tem- 
perate. Tho* part of it is a mountainous, bar- 
ren fpot, moft of the country abounds with all 
all forts of provifions ; and though this pro- 
vince is inland, the inhabitants are very rich, 
not only in corn, cattle, &c. but alfo in filver- 
mines, and fomc of lead. The natives are not 
vet totally reduci^d : fo that betWiCen the mines 
' ' ^ of 
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of Zacatecas, and thofe of this country, they 
have four large towns fituated in morafTes. 

New Britain, an ifland in the fouJiern 
countries of America. It i? fituated 40 miles to 
the eaftward of the caftermoft part of New 
Gumey. The body of the ifland has twc de- 
grees of latitude ; the northermoft part in lat. 
2. 30. and the fouthermoft in 6. 30. S. and 
long. 5.18. from E. to W. The molt wefterly 
part of the ifland, at the mouth of Dampier's 
itreight, terminates in two remarkable head- 
lands, about fix or feven leagues apart : t> c 
north-w^eft cape, called Cape Gloucefter, and 
the fouth-weft one, Cape Anne. Within each 
promontory are two mountains afcending gra- 
dually from the fea. This cou. .y is generally 
liigh and mountainous, intermixed with jar/e 
valleys, which feem very fertile, and the trees 
large and tall. 

Newbury, a fmall town of Effex, the nor- 
thern county of Mafl-achufet's bay, pleafantlv 
hruated at the mouth of the river Merrimack, 
where abundance of fturgeons are caught and 
pickJed. The fociety for propagating the Gof~ 
pel have a miffionary here. It lies 34 miles N. 
of iJoiton. '^^ 

Newcastle, a town on the river Dela- 
ware, m Pennfylvania, 30 miles S. E. of Phila- 
cejphia. It contains between five and fix hun- 
dred houfes, ivell built, and filled with inhabi- 
tants, being the fecond place for trade in the 
province. 

New England. See England, New. 
^Newfoundland, a large ifland on the 

northern o^o/l- ^f a_-1-^-_ ,°- »«uu i^ii_ uic 
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Cabot, In the year 1494, and ftill In the pofTer- 
iion of* the Englifh. 

It is of a triangular form, about the blgncfs 
of Ireland, and 930 miles in circuit. On the 
N. it is fcparatcd from Terra dc Labrador, or 
New iJiitaiii, by tb ftreights of Belle Ifle ; on 
tiie W. it is wafhed by the Gulph of St. Law- 
rence ^ and on the S. and E. by the Atlantic 
ocean. Cape Raze, the moit fouthcrly point 
of the illand, lies in the lat. 46. 45. N. the 
molt northern point in 51. 30. N. and Cape 
Kaye, its wefiermoft point, in 47. 35. 

The ifland is full of hills and moun- 
tains covered with pines, fo that the country 
cm be traverfed only in thofe parts where the 
inhabitants have cut roads through the woods. 
The trees cf this fpecics of pine leldom exceed 
ly or 20 feet in height, except thofe growing in 
the valhys, where they are iheltered from tie 
piercing winds, which often are 40 feet high. 
The cold during the winter is exceiHve here ; 
and the frofls, which are remarkably fevere, fet 
in about t\e middle of November, and foon 
aicer the harbvours and bays are er.tirely frozen. 

ThQ whole circuit of the ifland is full of 
fpacious bays and harbours, well iheltcrcd by 
tjie mountaiti5, except their entrance; (b that 
vefi' Is lie in perfedl fecuiiry. Some of thef^ 
harbours are a league and a half or two leagues 
iii lcn;jt!i, atij near half a leainie in breadth ; 
havinsr feveral rivers and brooks of excellent 
VAUer fil.ing into them from the adjacent moun- 
tains. 'Tbty are al(b very near each oiher, 
being only feparated by a point of land, fcldom 
above two leagues in breadth ; fo that the 

whole 
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whole coafl of the ill and is a fuccefHon of har- 
bour>^^. But it mull: not be imaginid that there 
are towns or vilLigcs at eveiy liarbour ; thefe 
are only to be found on the larger and more 
commodious bays, where the nature and difpo- 
fition of the country arc rnofl convenient for a 
fcttlemcnr, the inhabitants beimr few in num- 
bcr, confidcring the great extern: of the coaft, 
Cod-filhing is the only bufinefs followed here ; 
and tilt' inhabitants, beiidcs their d .vclhngs,have 
large ilort-houfes ic>r preparing and laying up 
tluir fiih till the time arrives ior lending itlni:' 
Lur(?pe on their own account, nr bartering ic 
for European goods, with the ihips that frt- 
t|uent tao illand for that purpic. None cf 
thcfc yiihgcs are without a fort or battery fcr 
their lecurity in time or v^ar ; it being coc.moii 
for fmall priiateers to vii't them. ? 

Newfoundland was formerly peopled by & 
race of favage Indians, who have jiuce retired 
to thecontineiit; but fomctimes pay.a vifu to 
their ancient aboJes. Thele Indians generally 
live by fiihing and hunting, and both N:*w* 
ioundland and Cape Iheton abound with bulV 
tards and wild gecfe. Here are alfo foxc-, 
bears, heavers, and other quadrupeds found in 
Canadj, though not in any great plenty ; the 
continual fearch after them, for the lake of 
their furrs, having ^jreatly kiiened their num- 
ber. 

Notwithftanding tie fevciity of the climate, 
the inhabitants are not deiiitute of horned 
cattle, though they find it dirficult to pro- 
cure food^ for them during the Icverity of tlie 
winter. The inhabitants have ;dro their fmall 
kitchen gardens for fummer herb? ; but al 
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other fpecles of provifions, as flour, fait, meat, 
&c. are brought from Bofton, Penfylvania, 
and other colonies to the fouthward. With re- 
gard to the goods of other kinds, they are 
brought from England. 

Though all the coafts of Newfoundland may 
be faid to abound with cod, 3'et in fome parts 
K IS found in greater plenty than in others, 
i his IS owmg to the quality of the b.tto;n ^ 
tor where it is fandy the fiih are far more nu- 
merous than -where it is rooky ; but if ih ■ bot- 
tom be mudd}', fiih are very fcarce. 'I'he dcj^fi 
of water fhould be alfo confidcred ; for th-.u h 
cod be found at :i]\ depths, vet th-y are not 
taken m fuch plenty as betv>'een ^0 and 40 fa- 
thom. ^ 

When a (hip has taken her flat! )n, (he Is im- 
mediately unrigged ; and at the fame time a 
proper place chofen for fecuring the fifh, as it is 
prepared] huts are likewife run up for the 
men who work afhore, fo as to form a kind of 
village ; and at the water's edgi, a laree ftage 
or fcafFold is ereded. Here the number of 
Ihallops deftined for the fifherv is got ready, 
and when the feafon is over left there till the 
i^ext year; when he who firit enters the bay 
has the privilege of applying them to his own 
life. Every thing being ready, the whole fhip's 
company, officers included without any excep- 
tion, are divided into as many clafles as there 
are different occupations : feme fifli, fome cut 
off the heads, fome gut the £fh, and others 
have the care of faking and Jajing them up. 
1 he hlhers go out early in their boats, that 
they may be at their /lation by break of day, 
„ ..^^ *vi.«in LiU uiv evening, uniefs lliey 

happen 
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happen to have loaded their boat before. This 
fifhery is wholly carried on with a hook -, and 
every boat is provided with a fufficient quantity 
of fiOiing-tackle, in cafe of any accident in 
breaking their lines, or lofing their hooks. On 
their return the fifli is delivered to thofc who 
open them ; and that this may be done with 
the greater difpatch, a boy ftands by to hand 
the fi(h to them, and take them away when 
iinifhed. This work is done in a very metho-, 
dical manner^ for he that beheads them does 
nothing elfe. They are opened with one cut 
lengthways, the back-bone, and all their en- 
trails taken out, and the offals thrown into the 
water. While fome open the fi(h, others are 
employed in faking, and others in laying them 
in heaps. The next day, or when the fait ap- 
pears fufficiently to have penetrated tine fift, 
they wafh them, to take off the fcum extra^ed 
by the fait; afterwards, that the water may 
drain off, they are piled up on little boards ; 
then they are ftretched out, one by one, with 
the (kin upwards, for drying; and turned three 
or four times. When thoroughly dry they are 
piled up in fmall parcels, that they may not en- 
tirely lofe the heat communicated to them by 
the iirft fait ; and now, being faked a fccond 
time, they are piled up in regular heaps on the 
ftage, where they remain till the time of fhip- 
ing them. As the boats go conftantly every 
day, the work of the feveral claffes may be 
imagined pretty hard and fatiguing. On the 
return of the boats they immediately begin 
with opening and faking the fiOi, which ti^kcs 
up the greater part of the night 3 and the fuc- 
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cecdinp; p:;rt.? of the cuttlno; ahovcmcntioncJ nc- 
GeibriJy employs them the'"foIlawing dav, when 
trie return of the fliallops calls upon them to re- 
new their tafk ; To that they have v*rry i'cw 
hours left for fleep and refrefliment. ^ 

What is called the great bank of Newfound^- 
land IS, properly fpcaking, a v.ill: mountain un- 
der water, about 530 miles in length, and 270 
m breadth. The depth of the water is stry 
linequal,. from 15 to 60 fathoms. The bot- 
tom IS covered with a vafl ouantity of fhells, 
and frequented by vafl flioa's of fmall fi:Ti, nioft- 
of which fcrve as fooJ to the cod, which are 
here in amazing plenty; for though 2 or 300 
veiieis hcivc been annually loaded with them, 
during the laft and prefent centuries, yet the 
prodigious confumption has not yet leifencd 
their plenty. And we cannot help obfervine-^. 
that tins fifiiery is a mine of greater value th^ra 
any of thfde in Mexico or Peru. 
New Granada. See Granada, New. 
^EW Hampshire, a dillinagovernment of 
Manachufct's bay, immediately dependmg nn 
the Crown, which appoints the Governor, De- 
puty-governor, Council, and Magillrates. It 
extends from Mafllichufct's to the river St. 
Lawrence. 

^ New-Haven, a town in the province of 
Conncaicut, fituated at the bottom of a bay in- 
the ftreight that feparates Long-iHand from the 
continent. It v/as formerly the captal of a co- 
ionvofthe fame name, but joined with Con- 
•Tjeaicut by a charter granted in the year 1664^. 
bv King Charles II. "it is ftill the capital of a 
county of the fame name, and in a very flou- 
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it' Jig condition, with a well-furnlflied college 
for academical learning, called Yare-hall. Lut. 
41. 18. N. long. 72. 42. W. 

New Jersey. See Jersey, Nev/. 

New North Wales. See Wales. 

New Orleans. See Orleans, New. 

Newport, the chief town of Rhode iiland, 
fituated on the S. W. part of ir, having a fafe, 
commodious harbour, defended by a regular 
f()rt at the entrance, on which are planted 300 
pieces of cannon. 

It h?.s a very good trade, and fome few years 
ago had above 70 fail oF fhips and vefiels be- 
longing to it : it has alfo in time of war a Court 
of admiralty. It lies 60 miles S. of Bolton.. 
Lat. 41, 29. N. long. 72. 22. W. 

New Scotland. See Nova Scotia. 

New Severn. See Severn, New. 

New South Wales. See Wales. , 

Newton, a fmall town of Cheikr county, 
in Penfylvania. It confifts of between 30 and' 
40 hoiifes, and lies 22 mijes S. of Philadelphia; 

New York. See York, New. 

Niagara, a fort built by the French on a 
river of the fame name, at its inHux into the 
lake Ontario. This important fortrefs was 
tiken by Sir. William Johnlbn on the 25th of 
July 1759. 

Niagara, Fall of, a famous cataraa In 
the river of the fame name, about mid-way be- 
t,vecn the lakes Erie and Ontario. This is 
/uppofed to be the greatcft cataraa in the 
kuovi^n v/ofid, the water tumbling down a pre- 
cipice near 14.0 feet high. Tli'e river at the 
fail js near half a league in breadth, and th3 
w&ttr runs vntu luclh rapidity a quarter of a. 
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Jeanne above it, that all beads attempting to 
crofs It, are fvvept away by the flream, tumble 
down the precipice, and perifh. Above the 

u' i!*^ -^^^ middle of the river, is an iiland, 
yvhich divides the water into two ftreams, and 
in that manner it tumbles down the fall. When 
the water has reached the bottom of the fail, it 
jumps back to a great height in the nir, and in 
other places is as white as (how, and all in mo- 
tion like a boiling cauldron. Abundance of va- 
pours likewife arife, reprcfenting a thick fnioke, 
and on thefe when the fun Ihincs bright is 
pamted a beautiful rainbow. 

Nicaragua, a province of New Spain, 
bounded on the W. by Guatimala Proper and 
the South fea ; on the N. and E. by Hondu- 
ras and the North fea ; and on the S. by Cofta 
Rica and the South fea. The winter in this 
province is rainy and tempeftuous ; the fum- 
mer exceffive hot, but healthy. It is reckoned 
the mofl woody part of New Spain. Jt pro- 
duces good flax and hemp, together with the 
wood ufeil by the dyers in Europe, called Nica- 
ragua wood ; but little wheat. It abounds with 
black cattle and hogs, but fheep are fcarce. 
.E*!m, cotton, fugar, American pepper, liquid 
amber, and turpentine, are here produced in 
very great plenty ; with which, and the pro- 
duce of their filver mines, the inhabitants carry 
on a conlKicrable trade with Panama and Nom- 
bredeDios. It abounds in turkeys, and par- 
rots are fo numerous thit they became a nu- 
fancej arid the country itfelf is fo pleafant, as 
well as fruitful, that it h confidered as the gar- 
den of America ; the hills and fands of iln ri- 
vers abound with ffold, and thf^ fi(^\ih nnrl wnnr'o 

are 
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nre perfumed j fo that when the SpanlarJs fiifl 
vifited it, they called it Mahomet's paradife. 

Nicaragua Lake, a large coUcdtion of 
water in the province of the fame name, 117 
leagues in circumference. The water in it 
flowa and ebhs like the fca, is interfpcrfed with 
fc'vcral iflands, and full of fifh, but infcfted 
with crocodiles. The weft end of it is only a 
few leagues from the South fea, and it falls into 
the North fea at the port of St. Juan, by a 
pretty bioad channel, called alfo Nicaragua. 

NicoYA, a pretty large town on the river 
Cipanfo, near its influx into the South fea, en 
the frontiers of Nicaragua. The inhabitants 
f^nd from hence to Panama fait, honey, maize, 
wheat, fowls, and the purple juice of a fhell- 
filh found in the bay of Salinas, about 30 miles 
E, of the town. The Spaniards have alfo a 
pearl-fifhery here. Lat. 9, 50. N. long. 85. 
30. W. 

NoMBRE DE Dios, a> large populous town, 
a liitle to the N. of the tropic of Cancer, 60 
miles N. of Guadalajara. The Spanilh Ge- 
neral who fubdued it, h-^-ving granted the pro- 
perty of feme of the filver mines to the natives, 
it (Jjev/ (o many people hither, that it foon bc- 
<ame the moft populous town in the province, 
Lzt. 23. 38. N. long. 104. W. 

There was formerly another place called 
Tso-nbre de Dios, fuuated on the ifthmus of 
D.uicn, but deftroycd in its infancy by the In- 
di.-ns of Diiricn. Some years after however it 
Wits rebuilt, and the inhabitants m;:intain(:d 
their ground 'ull the year 1584, when orders 
arrived from Philip 11. for their removino; to 
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foml^f "V I' """'' •"=«" '■""««='' for the 
commerce of that country. 

,^?"'T* =" '^'^ ''""°m of which he 

il has t«.o harbours ca, ,ble of rcc.ivi ,/ fi',!," 

every refpeathep^cSt to^^^rlX;^';" 

both are entirely expofed to the N and W 

wuids; though both thefe, par7it-ula;iy"LN' 
are peiiodica - and of no Ln„ "'•"y^"^'^- 

Thein.„d i. wel, deld^tTlffr ~;:- 
for bcfide, three caftles which command he N* 
the N ''W 'h'r T ""'"= '■"^ "'^ ''^f nee of 

ifland ; l)ut the Portuo-ri»f,. „n,„;ir u 
mtion fliouid have a° l-t lemeT <^ *" ''"^ 
coaft of Brafil, obliged thenT. "■ "''^ 
and to prcvent'any atll pfo? trat'.:^::,"rrr;^^ 
tMture, ereaed thefe fortifications, and fettled a 
colony on the idand. , " icciieo a 

«, I''! ^'"^JP^' fo't «an'! ■ on a high fle^p .,..v 
wafted by the (ca, at the foot of vvhich l"' 

vern wh.re vaft quantities of w^ e te';:,"" 

£ ?,arfs L"e'ar 1"'°"^ ''"^ vifible^Z't 
-"' t . place J. heard, at flwr: intervals, very 

frightful; 
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frightful eru«!lations of the wind, which being 
Gomprefrcd, ftru^^gles for a vent againft the tor- 
rent of the water, and by filling the whole 
mouth of the cave in its afccnt, leaves a large 
vacuity for its difcharg^, wh*uh is done with a 
noil'e refenibling that of a volcano. 

This ifland is bzn ), Viot ^rom any dcfedi in 
the foil, which is well adapted to produce prain 
and fruits common in hot tJimates ; but Vroai 
the want of moiftiire, fothat the plants wither 
and die away in their growth ; the ifland hrvui^ 
b(on often without rain for two years together"! 
The Portuguefe indeed fay, that there are 
brooks of cleat and wholfome water in the in- 
land parts of the ifland, and that the lands ad- 
jacent to thefe ftreams are very fruitful. Fi(h 
and turtles are very plenty on the coaft -, and rhe 
inhabitants have found means to propa^-at a 
breed of black cattle, which find fubfiften. e 
about the middle of the ifland, probably in tho 
neighbourhood of the brooks abovementioned. 
Norona lies in the lat. of 3. 53. S. long. ^0. 
35. W. 

North River, a river of Old Mexico, 
which after running a long courfe throifgh the 
kingdoni of the fame name, falls into the Gulpb 
of Mexico. 

Nova Scotia, a province of N. America^, 
called by the French Acadie. It is bounded on 
the S. and S. W. by New England and the 
Atlantic ocean ; and on the N. and N. E. by 
the River and Gulph of St. Lawrence. It lies 
between the 44th and 50th degrees of N. lat. 
and though in a very favourable part of the tem- 
perate zone, !ias a winter of an almoft infup- 
pertable length and coldnefs, continuing at 

leafl; 



NOV 

leaft feven months in the year ; to this immedi- 
ately fucceeds, without the intervention of any 
thing that may be called fpring, a fummer ; 
•when the heat is as violent as the cold was 
in the winter months ; the heat indeed is of 
no long continuance, the country being wrapt 
in the gloom of a perpetual fog, long after 
the fu miner- feafon has commenced. The foil 
in moft parts is thin and barren, the corn it 
produces of a flirivelled kind like rye, and the 
grafs intermixed with a cold fpongy mofs. It 
is not, indeed, uniformly bad, there being 
traces in Nova Scotia not inferior to the beft 
land in New England. 

But however unpromifing this country may 
he, fome of the firlt Europeans, negledling all 
the delightful trads to the fouthward, here form- 
ed their fettlements. The French feated them- 
felves here before they made any eftablifhment 
in Canada, and increafed largely with very little 
afliftance from Europe ; whereas the colony we 
have lately planted there, notwithftanding the 
immenfe fums expended in its eftablifhment, 
would in all probability fink into nothing, if the 
fupport of the Royal hand was withdrawn but 
-for a moment. 

The country indeed round Hallifax begins 
now to have a flourifhing appearance, and will 
doubtlcfs foon reward the labours of the fettlers. 
The ground is indeed very hard to he cleared, 
and labour extravagantly dear. But thefe diffi- 
culties, however difheartening, were not the 
greateil the inhabitants had to druggie with ; 
the incurfions of the favages intimidated them 
fo greatly, that all improvements feemcd for 






xrpn re- 



to 






at 



a ftand. For thefe in- 

curfions 



%\ 



O H I 

cuifions were fo frequent, and at the fame time 
attended with fuch cruelties, that the people 
fcarce di'red to venture beyond the cannon of 
the fortrefs ; nor even attend their v^rorks of 
agriculture there, without the utmoft danger. 
The confequenceof this was, that they did not 
raife the fifth part of what was fufficient to 
maintain them ; fo that mofi: of their provifions 
of every fort came from New England ; and 
they muft have been ftarved had it not been for 
their fiiheries, which are far from being con- 
temptible, fome naval ftores, and the pay of the 
garrifon, the fpending of which was the prin- 
cipal ufe of the troops ; for they were of little 
fervice againft an Indian enemy. But the French 
being now driven out of Canada, and the In- 
dians having fubmitted to the Englifh govern- 
ment, that diftreUing difficulty is removed ; 
the inhabitants are now at liberty to clear and 
cultivate their lands in peace -, fo that we have 
reafon to expert the colony will foon make a 
very different appearance, and fully anfwer th« 
expedations of the government. 
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OH I O, or HoHio, a famous river of N. 
America, rifmg in the mountains on the 
back of New York, Maryland, and Virginia, 
and after a long courfe falling into the MifTiTippi. 

The name is formed fram an Tnr'ian wrnrA firr_ 

nifying fair or pleafantj and hence it is often 

called 
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called the Fair River. It runs through the mof! 
beautifiii and fertiJe countries in the world j 
and receives lo or 12 rivers, bcfides an innu- 
merable number of rivulets, and is navigable 
above 600 miles. 

Olinda, a city of the captainjfhip of Per- 

nambuco, in Bralil, fituated near the fea-coaft, 

and was a much finer place till the Dutch dif- 

mantled it, 1630. It (lands upon four fmal} 

hilJs, whofe declivities yield a very delightful 

profpeai andtliereare ilill feme noble %uins 

remaming, that fhew the grand figure it once 

made. The college of jefuits, which is fliU 

itandmg on one of the fides of thofe hills, coft 

above 1,200,000 livres. It is indeed one of the 

fineft and beft fituated ftruauies in the whole 

place, nor was any thing fpared to render it 

complete. There are alfo fome other convents 

itill ftandmg, particularly thofe of the Benedict 

tines, Carmelites, Francifcans, Capuchins, Sic. 

Bdidts which there are feveral churches, mo- 

nalteries, and hcfpitals ; but upon the whole^ 

Jts preient condition falls vaftly fhort of wha| it 

was formerly. The port of Olinda is called 

Arracifte. See ArraciffeJ Lat. 8. 24.. S. 

long. 36. 14. W. ^ 

Omaguas, atribe of Indians inhabiilnp- the 
banks of the river Amazon, and ccnvert^'d to 
Chriftianity in the year 1686 by Father Fritz, 
a bpanifh miffionary. There was fomc fhew of 
decency and police among this tribe of Indians 
be ore they were converted to Chriftianity. 
i iiey lived in fociety, and covered their nudi- 
ties, which in other tribes were totally negledl- 
ed.^ 1 hefe approaches, however fmall, towards 
civix cuiLoms and a rational life, contributed 

greatly 
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greatly to the fpeedy progrefs of their conver- 
lion. They were more eafily convinceJ, from the 
light of nature, of the truth and propriety of the 
doctrines preached by the miilionaries : and were 
perfuaded that happinefs, both pubHc and pri- 
vate, was intimately connected with an uniform 
obfervance of fuch precepts, iiiftead of the in- 
numerable evils refulting from the manner of 
Jiving hitherto pradtifcd by them. 

The Omagues, among a great variety of 
ilrange cuftoms, have one remarkably fmgular. 
They are very defirous of rendering their chil- 
dren what they call beautiful ; and in order to 
this, flat the fore and hind parts of the head, 
which gives them a monftrous appearance ; for 
the forehead grows upward in proportion as it is 
flatted, fo that the diftance from the rifing of 
the nofe to the begintiing of the hair, exceeds 
that from the lower part of the nofe to the 
bottom of the chin : the fame is obfervable in 
the back part of the head. The Ades alfo are 
very narrow, from the natural confequenee of 
the prelTure ; the parts inftead of fpreading, con- 
formable to the common courfe of nature, 
grow upwards. This practice is of great anti- 
quity among them, and kept up fo ftridly, that 
they make ajeftof other nations, calHng them 
calabafh heads. In order to give their children 
this beautiful flatnefs, the upper part of the 
head is prefTed, foon after the birth, betwixt 
two pieces of board ; and repeated from time 
to time, till they have brought the head to the 
fafhionable form. 

Omasuos, a jurifJi6lion in the diocefe of 
La Paz, in S. America. It begins almoft at 
the gates of La Paz, and extends about twenty 

leagues,, 
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leagues, being bounded on the W. by the fa- 
mous Jake of Titi Caca. The air of this ju- 
rifdiaion is fom^what cold, fo that it produces 
little grain ; but that deficiency is abundantly 
compenfated by the great numbers of cattle fed 
in its paftures ; befides a very advantageous 
trade carried on in another junTdiaion by the 
Indians living on the borders of the lake, v^ho 
are remarkably induftrious in improvino- that ad- 
vantage. '^ 

Ontario, Lake, a large colleaion of wa- 
ters m N. America, above 270 miles in length 
from L. to W. and 65 in breadthfrom N. to S. 
The fortrefs of Ofwego ftands on the foutheni 
Ihore of this lake. 

Orchilla, an ifland on the coafl of Vene- 
zuela, in the North fea, lying between the 
iflands of Tortuga and Roca. It is divided 
into feveral fmall iflands, the greateft of which, 
being almoft all low land, is in the form of a 
crefcent, or half moon. They are all feparatcd 
from each other by very (hallow canals. On 
the E. and W. Capes are fome hills, and on 
thefe the goats chiefly feed. On the S. W. fide 
of the ifland the water is very deep, and the 
Ihore perpendicular like a wall, for which rea- 
ion fhips may come very near it. The N. W 
hde has hardly any trees or grafs ; but on the 
t. and N. fides plenty of both. The foil, 
from Its flatnefs, is fait, and confequently pro- 
duces kw plants. There is very little frefh 
water on the ifland, and the only animals found 
there are goats and lizzards. Lat. ii. 40. N. 
long. 66. 42. W. ^ 

Orleans, an ifland in the river St. Laurence, 
at a imall dutance below (^ebec. 

Orleans, 
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.Orleans, New, a town of Loulfiana, fl- 
tuated between the eaftern fhore of the Mifli- 
fippi and the Fifti river, i8 leagues from the fea. 
The foil about it is rich and fertile, and the cli- 
mate excellent. It was originally defigned to 
be the metropolis of this country, and the refi- 
dence of the Governor, Grand Council, and 
Courts of Juftice, as well as the grand empori- 
um of Louifiana ; but this defign proved abor- 
tive, the place confifting only of about lOO ill- 
built wooden barracks round a large timber ma- 
gazine, never finiflied 5 three or four merchants 
houfes, and a large wooden building which 
ferves for a church. Lat. 30. 5. N. long. 90. 

y • VV , 

Oronoko, or Oronoque, a large river of 
S. America, formed of two la/ge ftreams, the 
moft confiderable of which Kas it§ fource in the 
mountains of Popayan, and at the footof thefe 
mountains waters a town, called by the Spani- 
niards San Juan de las Lanos. Afterwards it 
continues its courfe a great way eaftward, with 
many windings, and then dire6l:s its courfe to 
the north-ea{t till joined by the river San Pe- 
dro, which has its fource much farther to the 
northward. At their jundion they form a con- 
fiderable ifland, called Acamacori, and to the 
eaftward of the northern part of it a large lake 
called Cafipi. From thence they continue their 
courfe in one large ftream, to the North fea. 
It^ whole courfe, confidering its turninc^s and 
windings, is about 1380 miles, rifing within 
160 miles of the South fea. 

Gropes A, a town in the jurifdidionof La 
Plata, 60 miles N. W. of that citv. It f^ands 
in a valley called Cochabamba, on'a fmall rivu- 
let 
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let which falls into the river Guapay. It was 
built by Don Francifco de Toledo, who gave it 
that name in honour of the Count of Oropefa 
in New Caftile in Spain, who belonged to his 
family. The inhabitants carry on a confldcr- 
able trade with their corn and fruits, great 
quantities of both being produced in the valley 
of Cochabamba, where the town is fituated. 

Oruro, a jurifdicStion in the archbifhopric of 
La Plata. Its capiral is called San Phelipede Au- 
ftriade Oruro, and ftands 30 leagues diftant from 
the city of La Plata. The greateft part of this 
jurifdidion is fo cold, that no efculent vegetables 
will flourifh there; but it abounds with nume- 
rous flocks and herds, befides the cattle pecu- 
liar to the country. Here are alfo many gold 
and filver mines ; the former, though known 
even in the time of the yncas, have been very 
little worked ; but the latter have greatly en- 
riched the inhabitants of the province. At pre- 
fent however they feem to be inevitably loft, 
being overflowed, and all the attempts hitherto 
made to drain them having proved abortive ; fo 
that thofe at prefent of any value are in the 
mountains of Popo, about 12 leagues from the 
town, which is large and populous from the 
trade carried on there. It has a revenue- 
oflice for coUedling the fifths belonging to the 
Crown. 

OsoRNO, an inland town, fituated on the 
north bank of the river Buena, in the kingdom 
of Chili, 45 miles S. E. of Baldivia, and 42 E. 
of the fea coaft. The adjacent country is far 
from being fruitful, but very rich in gold mines, 

30. S. long. 71. 50. W, 
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Oswego, a fortrefs ereded on the fouthern 
bank of the Jake Ontario, at the mouth of the 
Onondaga river. Hc?re the Indians carry on a 
confiderable trade with the Englifli, exchang- 
ing their furs for the commodities they are in 
want of. This trade begins in May, and con- 
tinues till the latter end of July. Lat. 43. 18. 
N. long. 76. 30. W. 

Otabalo, a jurifdic^ion in the province of 
Qiiito, joined on the S. to that of San Miguel de 
Ibarra. The lands are laid out in plantations', 
and produce great quantities of fugar. Here 
are alfo very confiderable manufa^ures, a con- 
fequence refuhing from the multitude of Indi- 
ans refiding in its villages, who feem to have 
an innate inclination to weaving ; for befides 
the fluffs made at the common manufadures, 
fuch Indians as are independent make on their 
own account a variety of goods, as cottons, 
carpets, pavilions for beds, quilts in damafk 
work, wholly of cotton, either white, blue, or 
variegated with different colours; all which 
are highly valued, both in the province of 
Qinto, and Peru, where they are difpofed of to 
great advantage. The method of fowing wheat 
and barley in this jurifdiaion is different from 
that ufed in other parts ; for inilead of fcatter- 
ing the kcdsy as is commonly pradtifed, they 
divide the ground after it is plowe'd, into feveral 
parts, by furrows, and make little holes at the 
lidesof them, a foot diftant from one another, 
putting fwe or fix corns into each. However te- 
dious this method may appear, it is abundantly 
repaidby the increafe, which is generally above 
a ""xxuivu-iwiu. JL ni3 juiiiuiciion abouiius with 
horfes and black cattle ; and from the miJk of 
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riie latter large quantities of cheefe are made. 
This country IS liappily fituated for pafture. 
having an infinite number of rivulets, whofe 
water renders the plains remarkably fertile. It 
has alfo large flocks of Iheep, though thefe feem 
to be negled^ed by the inhabitants. 

Otabalo, the principal village in the jurif- 
d.a.on of the fame name, and fo^large and po- 
pulous, that .t IS faid to contain i8 or 20.000 
oftair "^ ''^"^ ' confiderable number 
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P n^^P'- ^"u* " '"''* '" Ae JuiiCdiaion of 
X Otabalo, in the province of Quito, a lea^u^ 
K. length, and about half a lea^e in'brealth! 
This lake IS every where furrSunded with a 
fpec.es of ruflies called Totoral, among which 
are vaft numbers of wild geefe'and gafaSes 
This lake receives its wattrs from the moun: 
tain of Mojanda and from it iffues one of "^ 
branches of the Rio Blanco. 

Pablo, St. a village on the bank of the 
lake^abovememioned, inhabited principally by' 

Pachuco, a town of Mexico ^r, r«;T^ 
from the city of Mexico. l7s famous foTfr 
ver mines : Gemelli fays, that in the" fpace of 

0„i'5"u!-*^'f. ^.^1,"?'. J^*"^ than a tho'uftnd 
v.". V. ««u,, caiieo i nnity, is fuppofed as rich 
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as any in Mexico, there having been taken 
fiom it in ten years time only above forty mil- 
lions of filvcr. 

Pacific Ocean, a name given to the South 
fea, but with what juftice, thofe who have 
^ crofleJ it beft. know j for whatever epithet that 
part of it between the tropics may deferve, the 
other parts of it are improperly dignified witli 
the epithet of Pacific; tempeftuous weather 
being equally common in the latitudes of 20 
and 23 degrees, as in the oceans of Europe : 
and in higher latitudes ftorms are both more 
frequent and more violent. Perhaps the firft 
Spaniards gave it the name of the Pacific fea, 
from their being greatly pleafed with its fmooth- 
nefs, and the gentlenefs of the winds in their 
firft voyages ; concluding it was the fame in 
every part : but the fury of the winter ftorms, 
and the remarkable roughnefs of the fea, abun- 
dantly demonftrate that^they formed their judp-- 
ment too haftily. 

Pait A, a town on the coaft of the South fea, 
in the province of Qijito. It is but fmall, not 
containmg above 200 families. The houfes are 
only ground-floors, the walls of fplit canes and 
mud, and covered with leaves. TheTe edifices, 
though extremely flight, are abundantly fuffi- 
cient for a climate where rain is confidered as a 
prodigy, and is not feen in many years ; fo that 
a Imall quantity falling herein the year 1728,- 
great part of the buildings were ruined^ the 
walls, as It were, melting away before it. The 
only houfe built of ftone in the whole place is 
that of the Governor. It has a parifh-church 
and chapel dedicated to our Ladv of mere" 
and ferved by a Religious of that order. The 
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inhabitants of Paita are princfpalJy Indians and 
black /laves, or at leaft Meftij-oes, there being 
but few whites. The port of Paita, though in 
reality little more than a bay, is efteemed the 
beft on the coaft, and is indeed a very fecure 
anchonng-place. It is greatly frequented by 
all vefleJs coming from the North, this beinff 
the onJy place where Ihips from Acapulco, Son- 
lonorate, Panama, &c. can touch and take in 
refreflimcnts, in their pafTage to Callao ; and 
the length of thefe voyages, the wind bein^ 
inoft part of the year againft them, renders i't 
impoffible to perform them, without calling on 
the coaft for a fupply of frerti water. Paita in- 
deed IS fituated on fo parched a fpot, that ic 
does not itfelf furnifh a fmgle drop of frefli wa- 
ter, or any kind of greens or provifions, except 
tlh and a few goats. But water, maize, greens, 
towls, &c. are brought from Colan to Paita, on 
balzas or floats, for the conveniency of the fhips 
that touch here ; and cattle are of'en brought 
from Piura. The water brought from Colan is 
whitifh, and of a difagreeable appearance, but 
laid to be very wholfome ; for the inhabitants 
pretend that it runs through large woods of 
farfaparilla, and is fenfibly impregnated with the 
virtues of that plant. Paita is alfo the place 
where paflengers from Acapulco or Panama, 
bound to Lima, difembark ; for it being 200 
leagues from Paita to Callao, the port of Lima, 
and the wind generally contrary, the paflage is 
very tedious and fatiguing ; but by land there 
is a tolerable good road, parallel to the coaft, 
with many towns and villages for the accom- 
modations of travellers. The whole defence of 
the town confuts in a Imall fort furrounded with 
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a brick wall, and mounted with about eight 
pieces of cannon, but neither ditch nor out- 
work. Paita has been often taken by the En- 
glilh, particularly by Commodore, now Lord 
Anfon, in November 1741. Paita lies in the 
lat. of 5. 12. S. long. 79. 50. W. 

Pambamacca, a lofty mountain in the pro- 
vince of Qtiito, being one of the pics of the 
Eaftern Cordillera. 

Panama, a large city built on the ifthmus 
of the fame name, and on the coaft of the 
South fea. The firit difcovery of Panama the 
Spaniards owe to Tello de Guzman, who land- 
ed hf:re in 15 15, but found only fame fifher- 
mens huts, being a very proper place for their 
bufmefs, and thence called by the Indians Pa- 
nama, which fignifies a place abounding with 
fifli. This difcovery was, in the year 1518, 
followed by the fettlement of a colony, under 
Pedrarias Davila, Governor of Terra Firma. 
And in 1521 Panama was conftituted a citv, 
with the ufual privileges. In the year 1670 it 
was taken, facked, and burned by John Mor- 
gan, an Englifti adventurer. This misfortune 
rendering it abfolutely neceflary to rebuild the 
city, it was removed to its prcfent fituation, 
which is about a league and a half from the 
former, and much more convenient. It is fur- 
rounded with a wall of free-ftone, and defend- 
ed with a large garrifon of regulars. The 
houfes were at firft'in general of wood, having 
but one ftory, and a tiled roof. Without the 
walls is an open fuburb, larger than the city it- 
felf, and the houfes of the- fame materials and 
conftrudtion. The ftreets both of the cit^ .nn^ 
fuburb are ftraight, broad, and for the molt part 
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pav^a. Though the houfes were m general of 
wood, fires were rarely known in Panama, the 
nature of the timber being fuch, that if any 
iire IS laid on the floor, or placed a^jainft the 
wall, It IS produaive of no other confcqucnce 
than that of making a hole, without kindling 
into a flame ; and the fire itfeif is extinguiflied 
by the alhes. But notwithftanding this excel- 
ient quality in the wood, the city was almoft 
entirely burned down in the year 1777, the 
goodnefs of the timber being unable to ibcure 
It from the ravages of the flames. The fire be- 
gan in a cellar, where, among other goods, 
were great quantities of pitch, tar, naphtha and 
brandy ; fo that the fire being, as it were, fatu. 
rated with thefe fubftances, foon reached the 
walls, and this fingular kind of wood became 
a more eafy prey to the devouring flames. In 
this conflagration the fuburb owed its fafety to 
Its diftance from the city, which is above a 
mile and a quarter. Since this misfortune, it 
has been again rebuilt, and the grcateft part of 
the houfes of flone, all kinds of materials for 
buddings of that kind being here in the greateft 

^ In this city is a tribunal, or Royal audience, 
m which the Governor of Panama prefides 
and to this employment the captainfhip of Ter- 
ra b irma is generally annexed. Panama has aU 
lo a cathedral and a chapter, confifting of the 
±Jilhop, and a number of Prebendaries ; a cor- 
poration compofed of Alcaldes and Regidores • 
three officers of the revenue, under an Accomp-' 
tant, Freafurer, and Agent; and a court of in- 
quifitior^ ^appointed by the tribunal at Cartha- 
gena. * he cathedral, md ml the convents, are 

of 



encral of 
ima, the 
it if any 
ainft the 
fcqucnce 
kindling 
iguiflied 
s excel - 
almoft 

37' the 
Tec u re 
fire be- 
goods, 
tha and 
e, fatu- 
hed the 
became 
ss. In 
ifety to 
hove a 
une, it 
part of 
als for 
;reateft 

lience, 
ifides ; 
fTer- 
has al- 
of the 
a cor- 
iores ; 
conip- 
of in- 
artha- 
tS) are 
of 




PAN 

of (tone ; indeed before the conflagration fcve-* 
ral of the latter were of wood; but that terrible 
misfortune fhcwed them the -cefiity of ufmg 
more folid materials. The convents are thole 
of the JJominicans, Francifcan«, Auguilines, 
and Fathers of mercy j befides which there is a 
college of jefuits a nunnery of the order of 
St. Clara, and an hofpital of I)on Juan de Dios. 
The (lender revenues will not admit of their 
being very numerous ; nor are the ornaments 
of the churches remarkably rich, though far 
from contemptible. The decorations of private 
houfes are elegant, but not coftly ; and though 
there are here no perfons of (uch overgrown 
fortunes as in fome cities of America, yet it is 
not dcftitute of wealthy inhabitants ; and all 
have a fufficiency : fo that if it cannot be claired 
among opulent cities, it is certainly above po- 
verty. 

The harbour of Panama is formed in its road 
by the fhelter (?f feveral iilands, where fhips lie 
very fafe, at about two and an half or three 
leagues diftance from the city. The tides are 
regular, and is high water at the full and 
change, at three o'clock. The water rifes and 
falls confiderably ; fo that the fhore lying on a 
gentle Hope, is at low water left dry to a great 
diftance. The trade of Panama is very confi- 
derable ; it is the port where the fhips from 
Lima, Guayaquil, &c. unload the treafure fent 
to Old Spain, and the ftaple for the goods 
brought up the river Chagre. This commerce 
is of the greateft advantage to the inhabitants, 
both with regard to letting their houfes, the 
freight of veflels, the hire of mules and negroes, 
who, forming themfelves into feoarate hodifts. 
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draw from Cruces large bales, or any brittle or 
del.catewaresj the roads here, though the di! 
fiance ,s but ihort, by croffing the chain of 
mountains called the Cordiller?, are tZnl 
parts fo narrow, that a beaft of burden cTn 
iardly pafs along, and confequently the em- 
ploying mules- in this fervice would be anendTd 
with iinminem danger. ^.tended 

Pa?"mf" '^ ']°';''« whole of its commerce; 
i anama, even during the abfence of the armarf/ 

laie for all going to the parts of Peru bvthe 

Wh fea, as alio for the coming from th^ence 

or fapain i to which muft be added thl con " 

wSh^bfn """•'' °" ^y '"^^ Peruvian S 

lea her Ji' "^i'"'' ^'■'"''y' '■"g''^ tallow, 
from/-' °'"'";,°''' ='"'1 'he like. The fhips 

etlrJ' ^'^''"^^"'^*y' meets with a quick 
«portatio„ here, efpecially in Nmes of peace 

flm theln^ ''''■'''' -'•'■^h'make frequenftdp 
L the adjacent ports, lupply the city with 

d-2^c! ^^"'f' of provifions in this city and its 
ttlf' "T^i!"""^ ^y '^^ '"g« quantities con- 
ire brnnlf^ '^' S'^f d'ftance from whence the. 
are brought, is amply compenfated by the muU 
titude and value of the pearls found in the 
oyfters growing in its gulph. The firft to whom 
the Induns made this valuable difcovery wi^ 
Bafco Nunez de Balboa, when in hilvoyle 
through Panama, to make further difcoverS 
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the South fea, he was prefented with feme, by 
Tumaco, an Indian prince. At prcfent they 
are found in fuch plenty, that there are few 
perfons of fubftance near Panama, who do not 
employ all, or at leaft part of their Haves in this 
fifliery, which is carried on in the following 
manner. 

'J^he negroes who fifh for pearls maft be both 
expert fwimmers, and capable of holding their 
breath a long time, the work being performed at 
the bottom of the fea. Thefe flavcs they fend 
to the iflands in the gulph of r*anama, where 
they have huts built for their lodgings, and 
boats which hold eight, ten, or twenty negroes, 
under the command of an officer. In thefe 
boats they go to fuch parts of the gulph as are 
known to produce pearls, and where the depth 
of the water is not above ten, twelve, ( - fifteen 
fathoms. Here they come to .an anchor, and 
the negroes having one end of a rope failened 
about their bodies, and the other end to the fide 
of the boat, take with them a frnall Vveight to 
accelerate their fmking, and plunge into the 
water. On reaching the bottom they take up 
an oyfter, which they put under their left arm ; 
the fecond they hold in their left hand ; and the 
third in their right ; with thefe three oyfters, 
and fometimes another in their mouth, they 
rife to breathe, and put them in a bag. When 
they have refted themfelves awhile, and reco- 
vered their breath, they dive a fecond time, and 
thus continue till they have either completed 
their tafk, or their ftrength fails them. Every 
one of thofe divers is obliged to deliver his ma- 
iter a certain number of pearls dailv ; fo that 
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oyfters in their bag, they begin to open them 
and deJ.ver the number of plarls to the offi'^/ 
t-JI they have made up the number due to their' 
mafter ; and if the pearl be but formed itlfu^ 

or raulty. rhe remamder, however laree and 
beautiful, are the negroc', own proLrtv^ „" 
h.-. the mafter the leal claim to h'e mf th^ hZ 
bemg allowed to fell them to whom they p 11^ 

t:t'iL7^" f ""^"y Purchai-es th'eSt'a' 
very (mail price. Sometimes the neeme<, r:.n 

cyiters the pearl .s not at all, or but imperfeaiv 
formed; or the oyfler is dead where ™ the S 
1 (o damaged as to be of no value • and a^ n^ 

MANAMA, Province op it r.Z ! » 
capital of Terra Firma' but alfo Jves S^n '^' 

with enormous ^VcLZZj^'"! ^"^^J 
b.ted on account of .hefr^Cn^ 'T-h"'"''"- 
vince contains three cities, twelve VillL' ^'°: 

»id. much g;„"';v; '""' "" " •"i"""i 
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Panecillo, an eminence on a tfa6l of land 
at a fmalJ diftance from Q«iito. It is not above 
100 fathoms in height, and between it and the 
mountains covering the city, is a new, narrow 
road. From the fouth and weft fides of the Pa- 
necillo ifl'ue feveral ftreams of excellent water, 
part of which is conveyed by pipes into the city 
of Qiiito, while the remainder joining fome 
other ftreams from the adjacent mountains, 
forms a river which walhes the fouthern parts 
oi the city. 

Panuco, a province of Mexico, inN. Ame- 
rica, bounded on the N. by New Leon and 
part of the audience of Guadalajara ; on the E. 
by the gulph of Mexico ; on the S. by the pro- 
^l^^xx?^ ^^afcala and Mexico Proper ; and on 
the W. by the province of Mechoacan. The 
tropic of Cancer crofTes this province, which is 
iituated partly in the temperate, and partly in the 
torrid zone ; it is about 55 leagues in length, 
and the fame in breadth. The part neareS to 
Mexico IS much the beft and richeft, abounding 
with provifions, and having fome veins of gold, 
and mines of fait. The part adjacent to Flo- 
rida IS wretchedly poor and barren. The coun- 
try was one of the firft difcoveries of the famous 
Cortez, who took a great deal of pains to con- 
quer and plant it ; though it is a country rather 
trmtful and pleafant than rich ; nor has it ever 
had any great number of inhabitants. 

Panuco, the capital of the province of the 
fame name 5 it is the fee of a Biftiop, and ftands 
upon a river of its own name, about 17 leagues 
from the fea, and 60 N. W. of Mexico It 
waj built in^the year fsao, by order of Cortez, 
anu caiiea ot, iftevan del Puerto. It contains 
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-tiWdtsco families, and the houfcs are f^ronj? 
and clean, being built of ftone, and neatly 
thatched witn palmetto leaves. The river on 
which It ftands is navigable for large fliips a 
great way above the city ; but the harbour has 
lo large a bar before it, that no fliips of burden 
can emeriti which has proved of bad confe- 
^uence to the commerce of the phce. It ies 
in Izt, 23. 5. N. long. 100. 2. W. 

Papa-Urca, a mountain of a middlincr 
height in the eaftern Cordillera of the Andes, ia 
the provmce of Quito. 

k^nY' ^ ^f Pf^'",^^P> or government, of 
Brafil bounded on the W. by a capacious b.v. 
formed by tae /Atlantic at the mouth of the river 
of Amazons ; on the E. by the captainfhip of 
Maranhao, from which it is divided by the ri- 
ver Maracu ; on the S. by the unconquered na- ' 
f^M K K Pff-^«!^«d Paranaybas; and on 
the N. by the Atlantic ocean. It has its river 
I'ara, which runs through it, and falls into the 
bay abovementioned : at the mouth of the river 
IS a fortrefs of a fquare form, fituated on a hii^ht 
rock, commanding all the adjacent country, 
i he fide towards the river ia fortified only with 
a number of gabions and large cannon. The 
other fides are defended by a floiie wall about 
two fathoms in height, and a dry ditch. The 

^uf Vc).^^}^'i ^y ^^^"^ 300 Portuguefe, 
whofe chief bufmefs is the cultivating of tobacco, 
and fugar-canes, and gathering cotton, which 
grows wild here. To the fouth of this fort, 
near the bottom of the bay, is another fmall 
fortification, called Commota^ intended to keep 
the favage nations in awe, and protea the Por^ 
tuguefe plantatiQ?is. 

Para* 



PAR 

Para, a large river of Brafil, running tliro' 
the captainQiip of the fame name. It rifes at 
. thefootof a lofty chain of mountains, in lat. 6. 
10. S. and after a courfe of 200 miles falls into' 
the bottom of a bay formed by the Atlantic 
ocean at the mouth of the river of Amazons, 
It is about fix miles broad at its mouth, and has 
fifteen fathom water in the middle, 

Paraguay, a vaft traft of land in South 
America, comprehending feveral provinces. It' 
is bounded on theN. by part of Brafil, the land 
of the Amazons, and part of Pene ; on the E, 
by the ocean ; on the S. by Chili, and the Ter- 
ra Magellanica ; and on the W. byTurcuman, 
and part of Peru. In this prodigious extent of 
country are a vaft variety of climates, foils, pro- 
ducts, and inhabitants. The great river Para- 
guay, from whence the country has its name, 
runs through the middle of this extenfive tra£t 
of land. Paraguay was firft difcovered by Se- 
baftian Gaboto, who coming to the river Plata^ 
in the year 1526, failed up the Perana in fome 
fmall barks, and thence entered that of Para- 
guay. He was fucceeded in 1536, by Juan de 
Ayalas, to whom Don Pedro de Mendoza, the 
firft Governor of Buenos Ayres, had givd a 
com million, together with a body of troops, 
military ftores, and other neceftkries ; and af- 
terwards by his orders, Juan de Salinas founded 
the city of Nueftra Senora de la Afumption, the 
capital of the province ; but the difcovery of the 
whole, and confequently the conqueft of the 
people who inhabited it, being ftill imperfect, iff 
was profecuted by Alvarez Nunez, whofe emi- 
nent fervices> on the death of Don Pedro de 
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towns^T^T""' Mission., of, a number of 

^hich thefe towns aiefiua.eds TT'^^r '" 
and fruiifu] a.; r:.n k» H-f"' "■ as pleafant 

"■g w.th timber and frui -treT or!,d " 
abundance of cotton, indigo furrt ^'"'''""•'S 
Vecacuana, and oth'er Sr* of '...it'I:' 

-'niirfc-o^:!-"'-""^^^^^^^^^^^ 

iefuif. i;^''^}'^^'^ opened or wrought ilti?c the 

^rnot:?rfl::,£tre°vr'^^°i"? 

a manner, that everv hrl.Tn ''fmarkabJe 

r ••'xu licrc. j3ut thele articles arp fai- i^r j 
vantageoiui than the herb ca led P '*' 

^vhich is alone fufficienT to fo™ a flouX^* 
commerce in this province TtZt.Z",^ 
one that produces it ^n7V ^^ the only 

rent all over Peru tdAu"' u *"""=' " '* 
univerfal. ^'' ^^'''' ^hexe us ufe is 

a deL of b'^^Srul^dt^ra,?;- 
hg.on fome jefuits were fenUmon.^het a!" 
comphfhed ths defirable work ami fhJ ' 
-d happiaeis iu which thef^^Ie tdS 
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their converfion, had fuch effea on their neigh- 
bours, that the miffions foon fpread furprifinfr- 
ly, fo that at Jaft they were fuppofed to contain 
300,000 famihes, entirely fubjed to the Fa- 
thers, and who revere them as much as it is 
poflible to reverence mortals. 

Thefe Indians are divided into 42 pariflie? 
and refide on the banks of the river Parao-uay' 
In each parifh is a jefuit, who is fupreme m all 
cafes, as well civil as ecclefiartic, and from 
whofe decifion there Jies no appeal. By him 
their caciques, or chief officers, as well as their 
inferior, are nominated ; and even their militarv 
commanders receive their orders from him 
Nothing can be better contrived than the regu- 
lations under which they live ; every family has 
Its proportion of land, of labour, of pjentv 
and of reft. Induftry is common to all, but 
wealth attamed by none ; the produce of their 
harvefts is carried to the magazines of the fo- 
ciety, whence the Fathers difpenfe whatever 
they think necefTary to every family, according 
to Its number. The furplus, which muft be 
very confiderable, is fent either to Cordova or 
bantape, there being at each a Procurator-Ge- 
neral, who takes care of what belongs to the 
fociety, and, as occafion offers, tranfports their 
wealth to Europe. 

It is impolTible to imagine any thine more 
regular or more magnificent in the Indies, than 
their parifh-churchPS. They are capacious, 
well-built, and moft magnificently furniflied • 
gildings and paintings ftrike the eye on ever^ 
fide, and all the facred utenfils are of gold and 
iilver, and many of them finely adorned with 
emeralds and nf-hf>r nrpoi'#M.o Arx., y*_ .1 
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vine fervice L celebrated with the utmoft fpJen- 
dor. On one fide of the high altar are trihunes 
for the civil magiihates, and on the other the 
Jike conveniencies for the military officers. As 
to the Father himfelf, his buflnefs is to officiate, 
which he does twice a day with the utmoft gra- 
vity. Their mufic, both vocal and inftrumen- 
tal, IS far from being contemptible ; the Indians 
of this country have a natural genius for that 
fcience, and the Fathers have taken care to cuU 
tivate it. 

The houfe, or rather palace, of this fpiritual 
Fnnce, is,, like the church, extremely grand 
for the country in which we find it. It confifts 
of various apartments, fuited to the various 
fundions performed by its mafter. In the morn- 
ing, >after finifhing his private devotions, he 
gives audience to fuch as have any public bufi- 
nefs with him. At noon he hears confeffions, 
m which he is very exaa, it being the principal 
pillar on which his fovereignty refts. In the 
afternoon he walks abroad, gives direaions, in- 
fpeas the public and private affairs of his pa- 
nfn : in the evenin,rr he catechifes, explains the 
principles of the Chriftinn religton, and dif- 
courfcs on moral fubjtds to fuch as come to 
him by rotation. 

The Fathers have an annual meeting, when 
they confer on the methods necefTary to be 
taken for promoting the common concerns of 
the miffion, making new laws, or abolifhin|T 
dd ones, as the neccffity of affairs may require.. 
This IS the fupreme council, over which neither 
his Catholic Majefty, nor even the Pope himfelf^ 
has any power. To this council, or congre- 
gation, the Caci<iues are accountable, and from. 
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them they receive fuch orders as concern the 
miflion in general : but in matters relating to 
particular parifhes, they are entirely directed by 
the refiding Father. One great point under 
confideration at each of thefe afi'emblies, is, the 
preventing ftrangers from having any intelli- 
gence of the true ftate of the miflion : another^ 
the retraining the Indians from learning the 
Spanifli tongue, or applying themfelves to any 
Itudies but fuch as have a tendency to render 
them fcrviceable to the fociety j among which 
they reckon architecture, painting, and mufic,. 
and accordingly thefe are taught in every pa- 

The military eftablifliment is very confider- 
able ; each parifti has a large body of horfe and 
foot, exercifed duly as the Swifs are, every Sun- 
day evening. Thefe troops are divided into re- 
giments, each confiding of fix companies, and 
every company of fifty men. The regiments 
of cavalry confift of the fame number of troops, 
but every troop contains only 40 men. Thefe are 
regularly officered, and the whole eftablifhment 
is faid to confift of about fixty thoufand men, 
ander the command of feveral general officers j 
but whenever any body of thefe forces take the 
field, one of the Fathers always commands in 
chief ^ for k is a maxim from which they will 
not depart, never to permit their Indians either in 
peace or war, to acknowledge any authority but 
their own. This Indian army is furprifmgly 
well difciplined, and know how to handle their 
Hiufkets and bayonets as well as any European 
troops ; befides which they well know how to 
wfe their flings, out of which they throw ftonea 
•f between four and five nounds wei^htj with 

prodigious 
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prodigious force and wonderful dexterity. Every 
town has a particular armory, in which the 
fire-arms, fwords, and weapons of the troops 
are depofited, when they are not on duty, or 
called out to exercife. Every private houfe has 
a convenience of making gun-powder, fo that 
a proper quantity can never be wanting on any 
emergency. Thefe forces, the Fathers pretend, 
are kept up to fecure their fuhjedts againft the 
Portuguefe, who ufed formerly to make inroads 
into this country, and carry off the inhabitants 
to work in their mines. But there is another 
ufe the Fathers make of thefe troops, and per- 
haps of as much concern to them, we mean the 
fcoweringof the country, to prevent either Spa- 
niards, or ftrangers, from coming privately into 
the territories of the miflion. 

But if, notwithftanding all thefe precautions, 
a flranger infinuates himfelf into their tcrrito- 
torics, the Father, in whofe parilh he happens 
to be found, fends for him immediately, takes 
him into his own houfe, afligns him a handfome 
apartment, ufes him with all imaginable refpefl, 
but affords him no fort of liberty. If the Fa- 
ther, at his requeft", permits him to fee the town, 
it is wholly in his company ; and the Indians, 
having previous notice, fliut up their gates and 
windov^s, and keep thcmfelves as clofe as if 
they were afraid the fight of a ftranger would 
give them the plague. And as foon as an op- 
portunity offers of embarking at Buenos Ayres, 
he is fent thither, guarded by a detachment of 
Indians, not one of whom can fpeak a fyllable 
of any European language ; fo that it is next 
to impoffible for him to carry away any more 

than a fnnprfirial urmunt of the> fl-of** r\f «■)>& 

milTion; 
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miffion. For however frank and open the Fa- 
ther may be with regard to things which have 
no regard to their policy here, he is filent as the 
grave in every thing relating to the miflion. 
The Indians alfo, though of themfelvcs gentle 
and courteous, yet, in confequence of the fa- 
ther's inftruaions, will not fo much as look an 
European in the face, though they do not un- 
dcrftand a fyllable of his language. 

Parayba, a captainship of Brafil, lying on 
a river o the fame name 5 bounded by the Rio 
Grande on the N. by the Tamaiac on the S. 
by the Atlantic ocean on the E. and by the In- 
guares Indians on the W. The country is wa- 
tered by two eonfiderable rivers, the Parayba, and 
the San Domingo al Monagapa. The French 
were formerly in pofleflion of this territory, but 
were difponeffed of it in the year 1584 by the 
Portuguefe, who built in it feveral places, made 
many plantations of fugar-canes, and ereaed 
proper fugar-mills on the rivers abovemention- 
cd. The whole territory is fertile in fugar- 
canes, and abounds in Brafil wood, cattle, to- 
bacco, cotton, &c. 

Parayba, the metropolis of the captam- 
(hip of the fame name in Brafil, fituated on the 
fouth bank of a river of its own name, three 
leagues from the fea, the river being navigable 
confiderably above the city for (hips loaded with 
6 or 700 hogfheads of fugar. The place was 
formerly open; but the Portuguefe, after driving 
out the Dutch, who took it in 1635, furround- 
ed it with ramparts. It has many Itately houfes 
decorated with marble pillars, together with 
large warehoufes and magazines belonging to 
the merchants. The mouth of the river is de- 
fended 
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fended by three forts ; the fir ft {lands on the 
fouth point, called St. Catherin-'s, and confifts 
ofiivc bartions and a horn-worl ; the fecond is 
on a fnialJ i/land lying ofFthe north point, call- 
ed St. Anthony, and is furrounded with a itout 
wall and a wet ditch ; the third is on another 
Jiland higher up the river, and called Reftinga. 

Paramazibo, a village fitaated on the ri- 
ver Surinam, in S. America, belonging to the 
iJutch. It ftands in an unwholfome country, 
but confifls of near 400 hoiifes. 

Pari A, a jurifdiciion in the archbifliopric of 

if w ^^' "^ ^' ^'"^*"'<^'''' bf^ginning 70 leagues 
M. W. of that city, and extending about 40 
leagues. The air is cold, (o that the country 
produces liltle grain, which is, in fome meafure, 
compenfated by the great plenty of all kinds of 
cattle ; and the cheefe made here, both from the 
milk of fhecp and cows, is i'o highly eflccmcd 
that it is fent into every part of Peru. It has 
alfo fome filver mines. 

Pari A, Gulph of, a ftreight lying between 
theN. W. part of New Andalufia, and the 
fouthern fhore of the i/land Trinidada. Lat. 
9. 12. N. long. 62. I. W. 

Parilla, a town of Peru, generally called 
Santa. See Santa. 

Parina-cocas, ajurifdiaion in thediocefe 
of Guamanga, in the ludience of Lima, in 
Peru, beginning about 20 leagues fouth of the 
city of Guamanga, and extending above 25 
leagues. It lies principally in fo temperate an 
air, that the foil, befides excellent paftures, 
abounds in grain and fruits. It has alfo feveral 
mines both of filver and gold, which now pro- 
duce much greater quantities of metals than 

formerly j 
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formerly ; and thefe make the chief branch of 

its comnierce. , . t n. 

Paspaya, a jurifdiaion m the archbifhopric 
of La Plata, about 40 leagues to the fouth ot^ 
the city of that name. The greatcft part o. 
this diftria lying among the inountams, is the 
better adapted to produce all kmds of gram, 
pulfe, and fruits ; which, with the great quan- 
tity of wines made here, enable the mhabitants 
to rarry on a very lucrative commerce with the 
other provinces, not fo happily lituated. 

Passage-Fort, a fmall town in Jamaica, 
fituated in the road between Port-Royal and 
Spani(h-Town, fcven miles S. E. of the latter, 
and at the mouth of the river Cobre, where it 
has a fort with 10 or 12 guns. It has a brilic 
tiade, and contains about 400 houfes, the 
greateft part of them houfes of entertainment. 

Patavirca, a town in the jurifdidtion ot 
Santa, or Guarmey, in the kingdom of Peru, 
confiltina; of between 50 and 60 houfes, and a 
proportional number of inhabitants ; among 
whom are fome Spaniards, but very few Indians. 
It lies in the road leadin .u.. Paita to Lima, 
67 miles north of that city. About three quar- 
ters of a league from this town, and near the 
fea-coafl, are ftill remaining fome Luge walls 
of unburnt brick , being the ruins of an anci- 
ent Indian flrudure ; and its magnitude con- 
firms the tradition of the natives, that it was 
one of the palaces of their ancient princes 5 and 
doubtlefs its fituation is excellently adapted to 
that purpofe, having on one fide a moft tertile 
and delightful country, and on the other the re- 

frefhing profped of the fea. 

^^ '^ Pataz, 
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Pataz, a jurirdi(5lion in the dlocefe of 
Truxiilo, in S. America. It is fituated among 
the mountains, and thence has a variety of pro- 
du(5ls ; but is principally remarkable for its gold 
mines; its chief commerce confifts in exchano-- 
ing^ bullion for current coin, efpecially filver, 
which is fcarce here. 

PoTAMACK, a large river in N. America, 
feparating Virginia from Maryland. It rifes ia 
the Apalachian mountains, and after a courfc 
of above 200 miles, falls into Chefapeak bay, in 
the lat. of 37. 56. N. 

Paucar-colla, a jurifdidion m the bi- 
fliopric of La Paz, in South America, border- 
ing on Chucuito. Ir is fituated among the 
mountains, which renders the air very cold, fo 
that it produces little grain and efculent vege- 
tables; but abounds in cattle both of the Eu<o- 
pean and American kind. It has feveral filver 
mines, and particularly one called Laycacota, 
which was formerly fo rich, that the metal 
was often cut out with a chiffel, but the 
waters broke in and overflowed the works ; 
nor has any labour and expence been want- 
ing to drain it : but it is now entirely aban- 
doned. 

Paucartambo, a jurifdidlion of the dio- 
cefe of Cufco, in South America. It lies eight 
leagues to the eaftward of the city of Cufco, 
and is remarkably fruitful. 

Paul, St. an ifland in the ftreight be- 
tween Newfoundland and Cape Breton. It 
lies about fifteen miles north-eaft of North 
Cape, a promontory in the ifland of Cape 
Breton. 

Payjan, 
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Payjan, a fmall town in the jurifdiaion of 
Truxillo, in Peru, eight leagues fouth of St. 

Pedro. ^ ^ , ,. 

Paz, La, a fmall jurifdiaion of the audience 
of Charcas, in South America, fuuated among 
the mountains, one of which, called Illimani, 
contains, in all human probability, immenfe 
riches j for a crag of it bting fome years fince 
broken ofF by a flafh of lightning, fuch a quan- 
tity of gold was found among the fragments, 
that it was fold for fome time at La Paz for 
eight pieces of eight the ounce. But the lum- 
mit of this mountain being perpetually covered 
with ice and fnow, no attempt has been made 

to open a mine. . -ri- 

Paz, La, the capital of the above jurifdic- 
tfon, fituated among the breaches of the moun- 
tains, on the fide of a valley, through which a 
pretty large river flows, and about 12 leagues 
diftant from the Cordillera. The ground on 
which it Hands is not only unequal, but fur- 
rounded by mountains. When the river is 
fwelled by rains, or melted fnow from the Cor- 
dillera, its current forces along huge maffes of 
rocks, with fome grains of gold,* which are 
found after the water has fubfided. In the year 
1730, an Indian happening to wa(h his feet in 
the river, found a lump of goid of fo large a 
fize, thai the Marquis de Cartel Fuerte gave 
12,000 pieces of eight for it, and fent it to 
Spain, as a prefent worthy the curiofity of his 
fovereign. The city of La Paz is of a midd- 
ling fize, and the houfes well built. Befides 
the cathedral, and the parifh-church del Segra- 
rio. where two priefts officiate, there are alfo 
thofe of St. Barbada, St. Sebaitian, and St.- 
o Peter. 
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Peter. Here are alfo religious fraternities of 
Francifcans, Dominicans, Auguftines, and the 
Fathers of mercy ; a college of jefuits, and a 
convent, and hofpital of St. Juan de DFos ; 
befides a nunnery of the order of the Concepti- 
on, and another of Santa Terefa. Here is alio 
a college of St. Jerom, for the education of 
youth, whether defigned for ecclefiaftical or ci- 
vil employments. Lat. i6. lo. S. lon^. 68. 

15. w. 

Pedro, St. a town in the jurifdidion of 
Lambeyeque, in the kingdom of Peru, confift- 
ing of about 130 houfes, inhabited by 120 In- 
dian families, 30 of whites and meftizoes, and 
12 of Mulattoes. Here is a convent of Au- 
guftines, though it feldom confifts of above 
three perfons, the friar, the prieft of the town, 
and his curate. It is wafhed by the river Pa- 
cafmayo, which renders the country round it 
very fertile. It is fituated near the coaft of the 
South fea, 20 leagues from Lambayeque. Lat.' 
7. 25. 49. S. long. 78. 20. 15. W. 

Penguin Island, an ifland in the Atlantic 
ocean, about 10 miles to the north-eaftof the 
coaft of Newfoundland. It has its name from 
the multitude of birds called penguins which 
frequent it. Lat. 50. 5. N. long. 50. 30. W. 

There is alfo an ifland of the fame name near 
the eaftern coaft of the Terra Magellanica, 
in South America. Lat. 47. 59. S. long. 62. 
57. W. 

Penobscot Bay, a large bay in the govern- 
ment of Sagadahock, in the colony of New 
England. The mouth of this bay, which is 21 
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Penob- 
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Penobscot River, a hrpc il/er in the go- 
vernment of Sagadahock, in the colony oF New 
England. It is formed by three ftreams iiluing 
from three lakes in the fame government ; and, 
after a courfe of 130 miles, falls into Penobfcot 

bay. 

Pensacola, an excellent harbour on the 
bay of Mexico, in Florida, ii leagues eaft of 
PortLev^^is, and Mobile, and 158 weft of the 
iflands of Tortuga. It is a large harbour, fafe 
from all vs^inds, and has four fathom water at its 
entrance, deeping gradually to feven or eight. 
On the weft fide of the harbour ftands a poor 
town, of about 40 palmetto houfes, defended by 
a fmall ftockaded fort of 12 or 14 guns, called 
St. Mary de Galve, from its being ere£led in the 
lime of the Tount de Galve ; but of very little 
ufe, the inli.vbkants confifting wholly of male- 
factors tranfported hither from Mexico. A 
very fine river falls into the bay of Mexico on 
the eaft fide of this harbour, after '•" ining 
above 100 miles through the counti^ The 
land here produces plenty of trees, fit for mafts 
of fhips, and accordingly many of them are 
cut down and carried to Vera Cruz for that pur- 

pofe. 

Pensbury, a fmall town in the county of 
Buckingham, in Penfylvania, fituated on a 
fmall creek of the river Delaware. It was a 
manor Mr. Pen referved for h'mfelf, and here 
he built a houf^, and planted gardens and or- 
chards. The houfe is finely fituated, and the 
fituation greatly improved by the plantations 
and buildings. 

Pensylvania, a flourifliing province in N. 

America, fituated between New York, New 

Jerfey, 
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Jerfey, and Maryland, having no other com- 
munication wi/th the Tea, than by the mouth of 
the river Delaware. It is about 345 miles in 
length, and 200 in breadth j jying between the 
38th and 43d degrees of North lat. 

This province was granted to the famous 
William Pen, im to Sir William Pen, Admiral 
of the Englifh fieet in the time of Oliver Crom- 
well, and King Charles II. Sir William, as 
fome reward for his fervices, and in confidera- 
tion of fundry debts due to him from the 
Crown, was promifed a grant of this country 
from King Charles II. but died before he ob- 
tained it. His fon did not for fome time apply 
himfelf ftrenuoufly to follicit the grant promifed 
to his father; but at length finding his friends 
the Quakers were harrafled in every part of 
England by fpiritual courts, he renewed. his 
application to the Court, and having obtained 
his grant, went into America, and purchafed 
the foil at a very low rate, of the Indians, its 
original poffeflbrs. By this cheap aa of juftice 
at the beginning, he rendered all his future 
dealings the more eafy, the Indians having con- 
ceived very favourable opinions both of him 
and his defigos. Having thus fucceeded in the 
firft part of his plan, he proceeded to the other, 
namely, to people the country he had thus ob- 
tained. And this was greatly facilitated by the 
uneafinefs of the Englifh Quakers; who, from 
their high opinion of the man, determined to 
follow him over the vaft Atlantic ocean to a 
country uncultivated, and a climate ftrange and 
unknown. Nor was he himfelf wanting in any 
thing that had a tendency to encourage his fol- 
lowers i he expended large fums in tranfporting 

and 
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diftance below the furface of the ground. It is 
well watered with rivers, and produces every 
thing which can render life agreeable, in the 
utmoft plenty. In fliort, there is no part of 
Britifli America in a more flourifliing condition 
than Penfylvania ; nay, in fome years, more 
people have tranfported themfelvcs into this 
province, than into all the others. In the year 
1729, 6208 perfons came to fettle there as paf- 
fengers or fervants, four-fifths of whom at Icaft 
were from Ireland ; fo that it is no wonder that 
land has greatly rifen in its value fince the time 
of William Pen, it now felling round Phila- 
delphia at 20 years purchafe. See Phila- 

DSLPHIA. 

Pernambuco, acaptainfhip in Brafil, cx-i 
tending near 278 miles along the eaftern coaft, 
from the lat. 7. 24. to ir. 26. S. and a con- 
iiderabie diftance into the inland parts of Ame4 
rica. It is bounded on the N. by the captain- 
ship of Itamarica ; on the S. by that of Serc- 
gtpc, from which it is parted by the river St. 
Francis j on the E. by the Atlantic ocean j and 
by the unconquered nation of the Maraquites 
on the W. It has feveral confiderable rivers, 
and abounds with a great variety of fruits, paf* 
ture-grounds and cattle. The lands near the 
rivers are in general planted with fugar-canes, 
and produce very large crops. The Dutch were 
ibrmerly in pofTeffion of this province, which 
they called Fernambuc ; but the Portuguefe 
have changed the name into Pernambuco. 

Pernambuco, is now the name of the ca- 
pital of the province, fituated about a league- 
and^n half fouth of Oiinda. It was built by^ 
t«e i>utch, who called it Maurice-town ^ but 

was 
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was never any thing comparable to Qlinda, the 
ancient capital of this prwincc. Sec Otrw* 

Da. ♦* 

PEaTH-AMBoy, the capita! of Middlcfex 
county, in Ncw-Jcrfey, fo called from James 
Drummond, Earl of Perth, one of its ancient 
proprietaries, and Point-Amboy, on which it 
ftands. It is finely fituated at the mouth of 
Rafitan river, which here falls into Sandy- 
hook bay, and is capacious enough to hold 500 
fail of (hips. But though it is fo commodioufly 
fituated for trade, and vcflels might zho be built 
very cheap, it is not in a flourifhing condition, 
confiding only of about 40 fcattered houfes, be- 
fidis that belonging to th^ Governor. Yet the 
original plan, as laid out by the Scotch proprie- 
tors, contains 1070 acres, divided into I50equaf 
shares for purchafers to build upon t four acres 
are referved for a market-ptace, and three for 2 
public wharf. And had it been built according 
to the defign, it would have been one of the 
fincft towns ia North America. ^« h 

Peru, a prodigious empire in S. America, 
bounded on the N. by Terra Firma ; on the E, 
by the country of the Amazons ; on the S. by 
the kingdom of Chili ; and on the W. by the 
Pacific ocean. It extends from the fiver of 
Emeralds, in the lat. of i. 30. N. to the bay of 
Notre Dame in 24. 40. S. The climate, air, 
foil, produce, &c. are fo different in fuch a pro- 
digious extent of country, that they couJd not 
well be defcribed under one article, and there- 
fore the acco mts are given under the names of 
the fevcral provinces, jurifdidtions, &c. into 
which it Is uiviucd. 

D 2 Petapa, 
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Petapa, a town of the province of Guati- 
mala, in New Spain, fituatcd near the coaft, on 
the river Guatimab, and 25 miles fouth-eaft of 
the town of that name, it flands at the ureftcrn 
extremity of the valley of Mexico, and is 
reckoned one of the pleafantell towns in the 
province. The river which wafhcs it has a 
mill erc£ted on it, which fcrves moft part of the 
valley ; and within half .1 mile of the town is a 
lich plantation of fugar,^he foil being very pro- 
per for p educing that commodity. 

Philadelphia, the capital of the province 
of Penfylvania, in North America, fituated on 
a ne^-k of land at the confluence of the two fine 
rivers Delaware and Schulkil. It is laid out in 
the form of a parallellogram, or long fquare, 
and defjgued, when finished, to extend two 
miles fr,om river to river, and to compofe eight 
long flreets, which are to be interieded at right 
angles, by fixteen others, each a mile in length, 
broad, fpacious, and even ; with proper fpaccs 
left for the public buildings, churches, and 
market-places. In the center is a fquare of ten 
acres, round which the public buildings are dif- 
pofed. The two principal ftreets, called Hi^h- 
ftrcet, and Broad-ftrect, are each one hundred 
feet in breadth, and mod of the houfes have a 
fmall garden and orchard ; from the rivers are 
cut fmall canals, equally agreeable and bene- 
ficial. The wharfs are fine and fpacious ; the 
principal two hundred Ret wide, and the water 
fo deep, that a vcflel of 5C0 tuns burden may 
lay her broad-fide to it. The warehoufes are 
large, numerous, and commodious ; and the 
decks for {hip -building are fo well adapted to 
their purpoies, that twenty fhips have been fecn 

on 
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on the ftoclcs at the fame time. The city at pre- 
fent, cxclufivcof warehoufesandouthoufcsjcon- 
filb of about 2500 houfcs, moftofihcmofbrick, 
well-built, and very fpacious ; and the number 
of inhabitants amounts to near 14,000. The 
original plan js yet indeed far from being comple- 
ted ; but fo I'ar as it is built, the ftru£lures are 
crciSted conformable to it ; and the buildings 
are daily increa(ing,bo:h in number and beauty ; 
fo that there is great rcafon to believe that it 
Will in a few years be one of the iineil places 
in all America. 

A great number of very weahhy merchants 
are already inhabitants of PhiKk«Vhia j nor 
will this appear at all lurprizing when vt con- 
fider the prodigious trade they hi e *k^g car- 
ried on with the Englifli, Fret j, bpanifh, 
and Dutch colonies in America ; with the A- 
zores, the Canaries, and the Madeira if.ands ; 
with Great Britain and Ireland, with Spain, 
Portugal, and Holland, and the prodigious pro- 
fits gained by many branches of this commerce. 
Befidcs the quantities of all kinds of provifions 
produced in this province, which is brought 
down the rivers Delaware and Schulkil, the 
Dutch employ between 8 and 9000 wagr;on5, 
each drawn by four horfes, in bringing the pro- 
dud of their farms to the market of Philadel- 
phia. In the year 1749, 303 vefTels entered 
inwards at this port, and 291 cleared outwards. 
There are cuftom-houfe officers at other ports 
of this province, but the foreign trade in thefe 
places is not worth notice. Lat. 40. 50. N. 
long. 74. 00. W. 

Philadelphia-county, one of thedi/i- 
fions of renfylvania, 10 called from the ca- 
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pital of the whole province roiuid which it 
lies. 

Phillipina, a fmall town of the province 
of Guatimala, in New Spain, fituated on a bay 
of the South Sea, in lat. x2. 50. N. long. 91. 
30. W. 

PiLAYA, a jurifdi(Slion of La Plata, other- 
wife called Pafpaya, which fee. 

PiscATA<<UA, a river of the pro^Mnce of 
Maine, in the colony of New England, which 
after a courfe of forty miles falls into Cafco 
bay. 

PiscATAWAY, a village of the county of 
Middlcfex, in New Jerfey, confifting of 80 fa- 
milies, and 40,000 acres of land, htuated on 
the Raritan river, (ix miles from its mouth. 

Pisco, a town in the province of Los Reyes, 
in the kingdom of Peru, formerly fituated on 
the coTiit of the S^uth fea ; but now a quarter 
of a league from ir. The removal happened 
on 0<fi. 19, 1682, occafioned by fo violent an 
earthquake, that the fea retired half a league, 
and then returned with fuch violence, that it 
overflowed almoft as much land beyond its 
bounds, deftroying the whole town of Pifco, 
the ruins of which are ftill vifible, extending 
from the ihore to the New town. It lies about 
123 miles fouth of Lima, and is divided into 
regular quarters. One of thefe quarters form 
a (quare, in the center of whicii ftands the pa- 
ri(h-church, c.^dicated to St. Clement. Be- 
hind this church is that belonging to the Je- 
fuits ; and to the eaftwnrd one belonging to 
the Francifcans. On the north fide is the hof- 
pital of St. Juan de Dios, and on the fouth the 
Magdalen, a chai:cl belonging to the Indians. 

The 
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The whole town confifts of 300 families, moft 
of them Meftizoes, Mulattocs, and Blacks/ j 
the Whites being much the fmalleft number. 
The road of Pifco is capacious enough to hold 
a royal navy ; but open towards t^e north, 
though that is of very little confequence, the 
wind being rarely in that quarter, and never 
dangerous -, whereas the road is fheltered from* 
the ufual winds, namely, thofe between the 
fouth-weft and fouth-ealt. Lat. 14. 2. S. long. 
yt. 30. W. 

Pjura, the capital of a jurifdiclion of the 
fame name, in the kingdom of Peru, and was 
the firft Spaniih fettlement in that country, li 
was founded in the year 1531, bv Don Fran- 
cifco Pirrano, who alfo built the hrft church • t 
it. It was originally called St. Miguel de Pi- 
ura, and flood ir the valley of T^rgafala, from 
whence it was removed, on account of the bad- 
nefs of the air, to its prefent fituation, which 
is on a fandy plain. The houfes are built 
either of a kind of bricks dried in the fun, or a 
kind of cane called quincas, and few of them 
have any ftorey. The Corregidor, and an offi- 
cer for the royal revenue, .-efide here and at 
Paita fix months alternately. The city of Pi- 
ura contains about 1500 inhabitants, among 
which are fome families of rank. The climate 
is hot and very dry, rains being feldom known 
here, notwithftanding which it is very healthy. 
It has a river of great advantage to the inhabi- 
tants, as well as the adjacent country, the foil 
of which is fandy, and therefore penetiated 
with greater eafe by the water; and the coun- 
try being level, the water is eahly conveyed 
io different parts by canals. But in fumrncr 
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the river is dry, the little water that then de- 
I'cends from tlie mouiUains being abfoibed by 
the foil before it reaches the city ; when the in- 
habitants have no other method of procuring 
water, than by digging wells m the bed of the 
river, the depth of which muft be proportioned 
to the l&ngth of time the droueht has conti- 
nued. Piura has an hofpital under the care of 
the Bethlehem ites j and is remarkable for the 
great number of patients cured of the venereal. 
difeafe. Lat. 5. 11. i. S. long. 80. 5. W, 

Placentia, a famous bay and harbour in 
Newfoundland, greatly frequented by iliips 
employed in the cod-fiihery. The entrance 
of it is a narrow channel, through which but 
one Hiip can pafs at a time ; but the water is 
deep enough for the largeft, and the harbour 
capacious enough to hold 150 fail of fhips, 
which are there fecure againft all winds, and 
can fifli as quietly as in a rivpr. Before the nar- 
row channel is a road of a league and a half in 
extent; but expofed to the wefterly winds, 
which here often blow with great violence. 
What rend-rs the channel fo narrow, is a ridge 
of dangerous rocks, which muft be left upon 
the ftarboard fide in going into the bay, and on 
this ridge the French had formerly a fort, cal- 
led St. Lewis. The currents are very ftrong 
here j fo that iliips muft be towed through the 
chaimel. The great ftrand, or drying place 
for fl[h, which is about a league in extent, lies 
between two very fteep hills, one of which, on 
the fouth fouth-weft, is feparated from the 
ftrand by a fmall rivulet, which runs out of 
the channel, and forms a kind of lake, called 
the juitile Bay, in which plenty of falmon is 

caught. 



P L A 

caught. The great ftrand is capacious enough 
todryltfh fufficient to load threefcore (hips. 
Befidcs this there is another caUed The Little 
Strand, ufed by the inhabitants in drying their 
fi/h, which they catch all along the coaft. On 
both thefe places fifh may be laid to dry with- 
out any danger. Along the above-mentioned 
rivulet the French built little huts with bran- 
ches of pine trees for drying their fifh in rainy 
weather. Near this are the houfes of the in- 
habitants, which form a village called Placen- 
tia. Lat. 47. 10. N. long. 52. 20. W. ^ 

Plata, La, a city of South America, in 
the province of Charcas, built in the year I539> 
by Captain Pedro Anzures, by order of Gon- 
z'alo Pozarro. It ftands in a fmall plain, en- 
vironed by eminences, which defend it from all 
winds. The temperature of the air in fummer 
is very mild ; nor is there any co'nfiderable dif- " 
ference throughout the year, except in the"^^ 
winter, when tempefts of thunder and lighten- 
ing are common, and the rains of pretty long 
continuance ; but all the other parts of the year 
the air is bright and ferene. The houfes both 
in the great ^uare, and thofe adjoining to it,* 
have one ftorey befides the grouna-fioor. They 
are covered with tiles, and are ve^y roomy 
and convenient, with delightful gardens plan- 
ted with European fruit-trees j but water is Co' 
fcarce, that they have hardly enough to fup- 
ply the neceflary purpofes of life ; and the little 
they have fetched from the feveral public foun- - 
tains difperfed in different parts of the city. 
The inhabitants confift of Indians and Spa- 
niards, and amount to about 14,000. The 
city has the name of^La Plata, fr©m' 'tis being^'' 
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bijilt ne^r the filver-mines in the mountain oi 
Porco. The cathedral is large, and divided 
into three aifles, of good archite«3:urc, and 
finely adorned with paintings and gildings* 
The parilh is ferved by two priefts 5 the one 
for the Spaniards, and the other for the India^ns, 
Here is alfo another pariili called St. Sebailian^ 
fituated at one end of the city, and is appropri- 
ated to the Indians living within its precindt, 
who are thought to be about 3000. The conr 
vents are thofe of the Francifcans, Domini- 
cans, Aiiguftines, and the Fathers of Mercy, 
together with a college of Jefiiits ; all fpacious 
buildings, and the churches remarlcably fplen- 
did. Here is alfo a conventual hofpital of Sc. 
John de Dios, the expences of which are de- 
frayed by the King* It has alfo two nunne- 
ries, one of the order of St. Clare, and the 
other of St. Monica. 

The city of La Plata has alfo an univerfity, 
dedicated to St. Francis Xavier, the chairs of 
which are filled indifferently with fecular clergy, 
or laymen ; but the redor is always a Jefuit. 
rHerc are alfo two other colleges, called St. 
John's and St. Chriftopher's, in which leiSiurcs 
on all the fciences are read ; the former is un- 
der the direcSiion of the Jefuits ; but the latter, 
which is a feminary, is governed by the Arch- 
bifhop. 

The chief tribunal in Plata is that of the 
audience, ereiSled in the year 15599 and whofe 
Prefidents have the titles of Governor and Cap- 
tain-General of the province, exclufive of the 
government of Santa Cruz de la Siera, Tucu- 
man, Paraguay, and Buenos Ayres; which are 
^ mdependent) and^ in fome cafes, abfolute. It 



/f 



P L A 

has alfo a fife*!, a protedor fifcal of the Indi- 
ans, and two (upernunnerary auditors. 

The magiftraty, or corporation, as in all 
other cities of this country, confifts of Regi- 
dorcs, who are perfons of the firft diftindlion, 
with the Corregidor at their head ; and from 
them are annually chofen two ordinary Alcaldes, 
for maintaining order in the city. 

Plata was erefted into a bilhopric in the year 
155 1, the place having then the title of city ; 
and in the year 1608, was raifed to an Arch- 
bifliopric. Its chapter conufts of a dean, arch- 
deacon, chanter, treafurer, and redor j five 
canons, four prebendaries, and four minor pre- 
bendaries. The Archbifliop and his chancellor 
conftitute the ecclefiaftical tribuna). 

Here is alfo a tribunal of Croifade, with a 
commifTary, fubdelegjite, and other ofHcers 5 
likevv^ife a court of inquifition fubordinate ta 
that of Lima j and an office for taking care of 
the cfFe'cts of perfohs dying inteftate. rlata lies 
in the latitude of 19. 55. S. long. 65. 22. 
W. ^ 

Plata, jurifdi<Slion of/ a large country in 
South America, lying on the banks of the river 
De la Plata, extending itfelf on each fide of 
that famous ftream, about 200 leagues in 
length from north to fouth, and about 100 in 
breadth from eaft to weft ; it is bounded on 
the north by the provinces of Ghaco, Para- 
guay Proper, and Parana ; on the eaft by that 
of tJrvaig; on the fouth by the territory of 
Pampas ; and on the weft by Tucuman. The 
boundaries however of thefe countries muft not 
be confideied as abfolutcly fixed, becaufe large 
. ■ parts 
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parts of the country are uninhabited, and feme 
©f ^them hardly known, h-!«»rirtit 

The cii mate is very mod^-rate and healthy, 
lying cl^iefly in the fouthen* temperate zone. 
The winter mv^nths are thofe of May, June, 
and July ; when the n ghts are intfeed very coJd, 
but the days moderaiely warm ; the Iroft ia 
neitlier viciJent nor lading, and the fnows very 
inconfidersble : but thc'country is greatly in- 
k'Hcd by ferpents, efi:ecially near th& banks of 
the river De la Plata. 

. Pi.ATAv ^ivcrde la, the capinl river oF the 
province Jiift defcribed, and to which it gave 
the name. It was £rft difcovered hv Juan .bii.3 
de Salis, -ri tlfte year 1515, who faiied up it a;? 
far as an iflamd, ^v ;; ch lies in 34. 40. of ibuti?, 
Jatktude. The mu^ih of it liv > in 35 fouth, 
and is near fixty jeagijes in. breadih. it is fup- 
pofed to have been cshcd The River of Plate, 
from the great quantity of filver found by thofe 
who firfl vifited the countries lying on its 
l^anks J for it was originally called The River 
Sulis, frrm itii firft difcoverer 3 who, feeing 
fpiiie Indian huts on the Ihore, as he failed up 
ih^ river, imprudently went on fliore with ten 
men, vAio were ail murdered by the fava^es. > 
About £ve years after, Sebaflian Cabot being 
gone over to the Spaniards from the Englifli, 
was Tent by the former to difcover the Streights 
oi Magellan ; but being prevented by his mu- 
tinous crew, was obliged to put into this river, 
and failed up k till he came to the i/land above- 
mentioned, whirh he called St. Gabriel. Se- 
ven leagues higher he met with a river whit hi 
he cdlcd St. Salvador ; and thirty farther a fe- 
cond, called by the natives Sarcana, where he 
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built a fort, calling it Cabot's caftle. He con- 
tinued his courfc, and foon after came to the 



confluence of the Parana and Para 



guay, 



and 



■leaving the former on the welt, continued his 
courfd up the latter, where he had a hot fkir- 
mifti with the Indians, in which he lc!l twenty- 
five of his men ; but defeated the favages, and 
CJecled Fort St. Ann. 

f he river De la Plata receives fevcral con- 
fidsrable ftreams in its courfc, fo that it fome- 
times fwells to fuch a prodigious degree, that 
the lands on each fide for feveral leat^ues are 
overflowed, and, like thcfe of Egypt, rendered 
remarkably fertile by the inundation. At thefc 
fcafons the Indians take their whole families, 
together with their goods, into their canoes^ 
where they live till che waters 'al a gone, and 
then return to the old habitation^.' The cur- 
rent of this river, where it falls into the fea, is 
fo ftrong and rapid, that the water is freflrfomc 
leagues diftant from its mouth. The water is 
alfo very clear, fweet, and wholefome. The 
river abounds with furprifing plenty and variety 
of fift>, and the banks frequented by a great 
number of very beautiful birds. The diftance 
irom the confluence of the Para^jay and Pa- 
rana, to the mouth of the river^ is near 200 
leagues, and all the way interfperf^d with c'e- 
lightful iflands, and navigable by the largeft 
ihips. 

The country on both fides this river is very 
plain and extenfive ; but very few fprin<^s, 
ponds, or rivulets, which render travelling 
very troublefome and fatiguing. Thefe plains 
produce all kinds of European and American 
iiruits, both forts of wheat, cotton, fugar, ho- 
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ney, &c. but the moft wonderful increafe is 
that of cattle. For the plains here extending 
themfelvcs above 200 leagues, and abounding 
with the moft excellent pafiure, it is no won- 
der that the cattle brought hither from Spain 
fhould have multiplied to fueh a degree, that 
it is impoflible for any perfon to claim any par- 
ticular as his own. Accordingly, they are all in 
common, every man taking whatever he has oc- 
cafion for. The number of black cattle in par- 
ticular is here (o prodigious, that they kill 
many thoufands of them merely for their hides, 
every time the ihips are loading for Spain, 
leaving their carcafles to be devoured by beafts 
and birds of prey, which alfo are here very nu- 
merous. Thofe who make ufe of their milk 
either in food or drink, may go into the paf- 
tures and milk as many cows as they pleafe> 
or carry off as many of their calves as they 
think proper. Horfes are equally numerous, 
and in common like the other cattle; fo that 
they alfo may be had for fetching. Game is 
alfo here in prodigious plenty; and the parf 
tridges, which are as large and tame as our hens, 
are fo numerous, that they are eafily killed with 
a ftick. In (hort, nothing is wanting here, but 
fait and fuel : the former is brought by the (hips ; 
and the natives have in fome meafure provided 
for the latter, by planting vaft groves of peach 
and almond trees, which grow at a prodigious 
rate in this luxuriant foil. 

Plymouth, New, colony of, a fubdivifion of 
the MafTachufet's province, in New England. 
It extends about lOO miles along the coaft from 
Cape Cod to the northward, and near 50 broad* 
It was called Plymouth colony from its fiift 
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town being built by the council of Plymoutl^j 
in Devonfliirc, the firft adventurers to this A- 
merican continent. It is fubdivided into three 
counties, namely, Briftol, Plymouth, and Barn-r 

ftaple. 

Plymouth, county of, a fubdivifion of the 
colony of the fame name, in New England, 
fituated in the fouthern part of the colony, and 
watered by two or three fmall rivers ; the foil 
in general is rich, and confcquently fertile. 

Plymouth, New, the capital of a county 
of the fame name, fituated near a bay formerly 
called the gulph of Patuxet. It contains about 
500 families, or 3000 fouls ; but the lands ad- 
jacent arc not very fruitful. Lat. 48. 12. N. 
long. 70. 30. W. 

PocoMOAK, a river of Maryland, on th^ 
eaft fide of Chefapealc bay. It riles near the 
borders of Penfylvania, and after a courfe of 
about forty-five miles, falls into Chefapeak bay, 
in the lat. of 37. 55. N. 

Pom AL ACT A, a village in the jurifdi(5tion of 
the town of Guafuntos, in the province uf 
(^lito, famous for the ruins of a fortrefi; built 
by the Ynca's, or ancient Emperors of Peru. 

PoPAYAN, a government of the province of 
Quito, in South America, bounded on the fouth 
by the jurifdi<£^ion of the town of ^an Miguel 
dc Ibarra ; on the north-eaft by the province of 
Santa Fe, and on the north by the government 
of Carthagena. Its ancient limit on the weft 
was the South fea, but it has fince been con- 
traiStcd by the new government of Chaco ; fo 
that now only a fmall part of it extends to the 
fea. On the eaft it is bounded by the fources 
of the rivers Oroonoko and Negro. Its extent 
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^not he prccifely determiner! ; though it if 
little lefs than eighty leagues from eaft to weft, 
and about feventy-five from north to foiith. 
This jurifd(Slion being fo very large, and con- 
taining many towns and villages, it is divided 
into feveral departments, rver each of which 
the principal governor nor^*'. • ^ deputy for 
the adminiftration of j^fflice, ^.id introduces 
them to the audience tc which they belong, 
where his nomination is confirmed ; a circum- 
ftance ncceflary to procure them all the weight 
and fecurity in the (everai departments cnnfs r*t 
red upon them. 

The temperature of this government varies 
greatly, accordin^L; as the places are fituated in 
the plains, or on the fides of the mountains}, 
fome being rather cold than hot, others the re- 
verle, while others enjoy throughout the year 
a perpetual fpring, particularly Popayan, the ca- 
pital. The fame may be faid of the foil, which 
produces in great exuberance the grains and 
fruits proper to its fituation : the farmers breed 
great numbers of cattle and (heep, fome of 
which they fell in the towns, and d-ive 
others to Quito, where they are fure of a good 
market. The jurifdi(5^ion of Pop^^an is more 
fubjecf^ to tempefts of thunder a^id lightenin'^ 
than any of the known parts of Americ j fre- 
quent damages are done b^ theie ftorni^ ; nor 
are earthquakes unfrequent, and fuppofed to 
proceed from the great itu r.L.r of mi; js, in 
which it exceeds all the others in the province 
of Qijito. 

In feveral of the valleys of this jur'^^ia' n is 
a remarkable infedt, particularly fam is ^ the 
power of the iinali quantity of y«nom it ton^ 
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tains ; it refcmblcs a. fpider, but is \e^^ than a 
bug, and by fomc called Coya, by other' 'ayba. 
It i.s of a riery red colour, and, like fp* icrs, is 
frequency found in the corneri of wdlis, and 
among the herbage. The venom of this fmall 
creature is of fuch a malignity, that on fqueez- 
ing the infed, if any happen to fall on the fkin 
either of man or beaft, it immediately pene- 
trates into the fltfh, caufng large tumours,- 
which are Toon fuccccded by death. The only 
remedy hitherto known, is, on the firlt appear- 
ance of a tumour, to fmge the party all over 
the body with the flame of ftraw or long grafs 
growing in ihefe plains. In order to this the 
Indians of the country lay hold of the patient, 
fome by the feet, and others by th lands, and 
with great dexterity perform the operation, af- 
ter which the perfc.i is reckoned to be out of 
danger. But what is very wonderful, is, that 
though this infedl is fo very noxious, yet fquecz- 
ing it between the palms of the hands is at- 
tended with no br ' confequencc ; accordingly 
Indian Mul -, to fatisfy the curiofity of 
their pafler rs, Squeeze them between thei 
palms of iieir \r ids Whence it is plain,- 
that the callus oi. e hanJs of thefe people pre- 
vents the venom frorri ^aching the blood : but» 
fhould . pt.fon th a delicate hand make the 
iame experiment, the efFedi would in all proba- 
bility be ! le Dime as if the ven n had touched 
any other part of the body. N f re is equally 
admirab^ in her works, and in t prefervation 
of them. Man is endowed wit i d fcernment, 
knowledge, anc' obfervatioii, that u may a- 
void whatever is i urtf"^ to his beuig; and the 
irrational fDecies fcicivc the Luue iniinu ns 
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from inftiiK^, and are not lefs careful than 
man. The people who travel through thei'e 
valleys, are cautioned by the Indians to be very 
careful, if they feel any thing ftinging or crawl- 
ing on their neck or face, not to icratch the 
part, or even fo much as touch it with their 
hand, the coya being of fuch a delicate texture, 
that it would immediately burft on the Icaft 
preiTure. And as there i; no danger while 
the venom they contain is not forced out by 
preflure, the perfoji acquaints another of the 
company with what he feels, and points to the 
place ; if it be a c ya, the other blows it away, 
and by that means prevents the danger. The 
bcafts, which are not capable of giving fuch 
notice, are by inftinft taught a precaution a- 
gainft the danger thit may refult from thefe in- 
fers in the paSures ; for before they touch the 
herbage, they blow on it with all their force, 
in order to difperfe thele pernicious vermin ; 
and, when they find by the fmell, that they 
are near a neft of coya*s, they imniediately 
leap back, and turn to fome other part. I'hus 
they fecure themfelves againft the poifon of the 
qoya, though fome mules, notwithftanding all 
their care in blowing, have been known to 
take up coya*s with the pafture, when the beafts 
immediately fwell to a frightful degree, and ex- 
pire on the fpot. 

Among the feveral plants of this jurifditSHon, 
is that called by the natives Cuca or Coca ; an 
herb fo efteemed by the Indians, that they will 
part with any kind of provifions, the moft va- 
luable metals, gems, or any thing ejfe. rather 
than want it. It has a weak ftcm, and, like 
iliQ vine, ivvius iciclf round a itronger plane 
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for fMpport. Its leaf is about an inch and a 
half or two inches in length, and extremely 
fmooih > thefc leaves they mix wiih a kind of 
chalK„ or whitiQi earth called Mambi, and 
chew it, |is the inhabitants of the Ealllndics 
do t^e bitd. It is (o nutritive and invigora- 
ting, that the Indians witl labour whole days 
without any other provifions. Great quantities 
of it are carried to the mine-towns, and uled 
b) the Indians, who otherwife would not be 
^ble to perform their work. . , 

* Popayan is one of the bed trading countrK3 
in the province of Quito, large quantities ot 
Spahifli goods being fent hither from Cattha- 
gena when the galleons arrive there. But, be- 
fides this tranfitory commerce, as it may be 
called, it has alfo another reciprocal between it 
and Quito, to which it fends horned cattle and 
mules, and receives in return cloths and bays. 
Its adive commerce confifts in dried beef, faked 
pork, roll-tobacco, hogs-lard, rum, cotton, 
ribbons, and other fmall wares. Sugar and 
fnuflf are fetched from Santa Fe, and fent to 
Quito ; and the returns to Santa Fe are cloths 
and bays. Here is alfo another traffic, which 
confifts in bartering filver for gold, there be- 
ing abundance of the latter, and very little of 
the former. 

Popayan, the capital of the jurifdi£lioii cf 
the fame name, and one of the moft ancie^it 
cities in thefe parts. It (lands in a large plain, 
having on the north fide an uninterrupted pro- 
rpe£t of the country ; on the eafl fide is a 
mountain of a middling height, called M, from 
its refemblinp; that letter. This m* untain be- 

\r\tr rrwiprf^A \ji/ltK a n\02.^ VfJriPfV fli" trceS* at- 
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fords an entertaining profpciSl. The weft-fide 
is alfb diverfified with fmall eminences. The 
city is of a middling fize, with broad, ftraight, 
and level ftreets j and, though they are not 
every where paved, are equally convenient, the 
foot-path near the houfes being paved in every 
part of the city : the middle of the ftreet is com- 
poTed of a hard gravel j fo that they are^neither 
dirty in rainy weather, nor dufty rn the great 
droughts of this climate ; and hence the mid- 
dle of the ftreets are more convenient for walk- 
ing than even the pavement itfelf. 

The houfes are all built of unburnt bricks, 
having fpacious and well-contrived apartments ; 
and many of them a balcony towards the 
ftreet, but the doors and windows very low and 
narrow ; all the houfes of note have one ftorey, 
but the others only a ground-floor. An idea 
of the largenefs and convenience of the offices 
and apartments, may be formed by their out- 
ward appearance, as well as the magnifi- 
cence of their furn'*:ure, which being all 
brought from Europe, muft come enormoufly 
dear; as befides the long voyage, there is a 
neceffity for bringing the goods a prodigious 
diftance by land-carriage, and fubjeiSl to a 
multiplicity of dangers in thefe vrild countries. 

The church was eredled into a cathedral in 
the year J 547, and is the only parochial church 
in the city. Not that its extent is too fmall for 
maintaining others ; but having originally been 
the only church, the Prebends could never 
be brought to admit of its being fubdivided, 
and part of its revenues applied to thofe of 
other parifhes. Here are alfo convents of 
Francifcans, Dominicans, and Auguftines, with 

a college 



POP 

a college of Jefuits ; all of them hav'ng chur- 
ches. In the latter is a grammar-fchoo!. The 
plan of an univerfity under the direction of the 
fame fathers was lately founded, and bids fair 
for being a flourifhing feminary. The number 
of religious belonging to each of the above con- 
vents is but fniall, fome of them amounting to 
no more than fix or eight. It is, however, very 
different with regard to one of the nunneries, 
namely, that of the Incarnation, the profefled 
nuns amounting to between forty and fifty; and 
the whole number, nuns, feculars, and fer- 
vants included, exceeds 400. The other nun- 
nery is of the order of Santa Terefa. All the 
convents and their churches are pretty large j 
and if the latter do not dazzle the fight with 
the fplendor of their ornaments, they do not 
want any that decency requires. Here was 
formerly a convent of bare-footed Carmelites, 
built on a fpacious plain near the top of' the 
mountain called M, whence the fathers, on ac- 
count of the fliarpnefs of the winds, fome time 
after removed to the valley. But they were 
alfo foon difgufted with their new fituation, and 
they a:i:ain retired to their original ftrucSiure. 
This was the cafe of another convent of the 
fame order, founded at Latacunga. 

From the mountain of M ifllies a river, 
which by running through the city, befides 
other conveniencies, carries away all its foil. 
Two bridges are erected over this flreanl, one 
offtone, and the other of wood. The waters 
of this river have a particular medicinal virtue, 
which they are thought to derive from the 
inanv briers through which they flow. On the 
declivity of this mountain is another fprin;^ of 
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very charming water j but not being fufficient 
to fupply the whole city, it is conveyed in 
pipes to the nunneries and houfcs of men of 
rank. A liitle above a league to the northward 
of Popayan runs the river Cauca. It is very 
large and deep, its current rapid, and fubjt6l to 
dangerous fwellings in the months of June, 
July, and Auguft ; fo that the paflagc oi it is 
extremely dangerous, as many travellers have 
fatally experienced. 

The inhabitants of Popayan confift of Spa- 
niards, Cafts rcfultingfrom the marriages of 
the Whites and Negroes, Indians and Mu- 
lattoes : but the greateft part are of the ncgroe 
Cafts, owing to the multitude of negro flaves, 
kept as labourers in the mines, and the planta- 
tions ifihe country, and to do the mollfervile 
works in the city ; while the number of Indians 
is very fmall. There are, hov/ever, many large 
villages of them in the jurifdidionj and it is 
only in the capital, and m a fev^ other^towns, 
that they are fo greatly outnumbered by the 
negroes. 

^Vhe inhabitants of Popayan are computed 
at about 25,000, among whom are many Spa- 
nifli families ; particularly fixty, known to have 
been defcended from very noble families in 
Spain. It is worth obferving, that while many 
of the towns in America fee the number of 
their inhabitants daily decreafing, Popayan en- 
joys the pleafure of viewing a conftant aug- 
mentation. This has indeed nothing myfte- 
rious in it -, the many gold mines worked all 
over its jurifdidlion, afford en pU>ym€nt to the 
indigent, and confequenrH* occailon a co* tl- 

mud rcfort of people. 
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Popayaii is the conftant rcfidence of the Go- 
vernor, whofe office being purely civil, there is 
no neceifity for his being acquainted with mi- 
litary affairs. Within the limits of his govern- 
ments all matters, civil, political, and military, 
are under his direction : he is alfo the chief magif- 
trate of the city j the others are the two ordinary 
Alcaldes, chofen annually, and a proper num- 
ber of Regidores ; the conftitution being the 
fame as in the cities. Here is a chamber of 
finances, into which are paid the feveral bran- 
ches of the royal revenue ; as the tribute of the 
Indians, the duties on goods, the fifth of the 
metals, and the like. The ecclefiaftical chap* 
ter IS compofed of the Bilhop, whofe revenue 
is fettled at 6000 dollars per annum ; the Dean, 
who has 500; the Arch-deacon, Chanter, 
Re<^or, and Treafurer, who have each 400. 
This fee is a fufFragan of the archbifhopric of 
Santa Fe dc Bagota. Popayan lies in the lat. 
of 2. 18. N, long. 74. 35. W. 
^ PoRco, a jurifdi6tion in the province of 
Charcas, in South America, beginning at the 
weft end of the town of Potofi, about twenty- 
five leagues from the city of La Plata, and ex- 
tending about twenty leagues. In thisjuiif- 
diftion is the mountain of Porco, wh )ce it 
has its name, and from whofe mine the yncas 
extradled all the filver for their expenses and 
ornaments ; and accordingly w^i; the firll work- 
ed by the Spaniards after the conqueft. The 
coldnefs of the fituation of this diftria occafi- 
oris a fcarcity of grain and fruits j but, on the 
other hand, it abounds in fine cattle of all 
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Port-Angel, a harbour on the coaft of the 
South fca, in the kingdom of Mexico, in the 
middle between St. Pedro and Compehta. It 
is a broad open bay, with good anchorage, 
but bad landing. The Spaniards reckon it as 
good a harbour as Guatuko. Lat. 13. 32. IN. 

Ion*''. Q7' 4* ^^ * ■« jr 11 

P^'oRT-JuLiAN, a harbour on the Magella- 
nic coaft, but very little frequented. Lat. 48. 

56. S. long. 63. 5- W. ^ 

Port-Marquis, a harbour on the coait ot 
the South fea, in the kingdom of Mexico, a 
league to the eaftward of Acapulco, which 
ihips from Peru generally frequent to land their 
contraband goods. Lat. 17. 27. N. long. 102. 

26. W. , -n. 

Porto Bello, a fea-port town, on the ilth- 
mus of Darien, in the kingdom of Terra Fir- 
ma. It ftands near the fea, on the declivity ot 
a mountain, which furrounds the whole bar- 
hour Moft of the houfes are built with wood. 
In feme the firft ftorey is of ftone, and the re- 
mainder of wood. They are about 130 in 
number, but moft of them remarkably fpacious. 
The town is under the jurifdiaion of a Gover- 
nor, with the title of Lieutenant-General, 
as being fuch under the p.-^fident of Panama. 

The town confifts of one principal ftreet, 
extending along the Strand, having feveral 
others croffing it, and r- -ning from the de- 
clivity of the mountain w ihe ihore j together 
with fome lanes parallel to the principal ftreet, 
where the ground will admit of it. It has 
two fquaies, or^ oppofite to the cuftom-houle, 
which is a ftonc ftruaure built on the quay; 
the o^her faces the great church, which is 

alio 
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alfo of ftone, large and decently oinamentec!, 
and lerved by a Vicar and fomc other prielb, 
who are natives of the country. l^cfides 
the great church, there alfo two others one 
belonging to the Fathers of Mercy, whoie 
convent is contiguous to it 5 the other dedi- 
cated to St. Juan de Dios, and was intend- 
ed for an hofpital. The church belonging to 
the Fathers of Mercy is of ftone, but very 
mean, and in a ruinous condition ; and the 
convent fo greatly decayed, that the religious 
are obliged to live in the town, difperfed in 
private houfes. That of St. Juan de Dios is 
a fmall building rcfembling an oratory, and like 
the other in a very ruinous condition. Its 
whole community conftfts of a prior, chaplain, 
and another religious, fo that, properly fpeak- 
i«g, it has no community 5 and the apartment 
intended for the reception of patients, confifts 
©f one cliamber open to the roof, without beds 
or other neceflaries : nor are any admitted but 
fuch as are able to pay for their treatment ?nd 
diet. It is therefore of no other ufe than to 
lodge the fick men belonging to the (hips of 
war which come hither, and who are provided 
with neceffaries from the fhlps, and attended 
by their refpe£tlve furgeons, lodging being the 
only thing aifForded them In this nominal hof- 
pital. 

At the eail end of the town^, in the road to Pa*- 
nama,is a ' arter called Guinea,being the place 
where all tne negroes of both fexes, whether 
Haves or free, have their habitations, Thiis 
quarter i« greatly crowded v/hen the galleons 
are at Porto Bcllo, mctt n.^ the inhabitants of 

-.L_ .. _-^:_:-^ •3-:*u.... c ^u^ /vu^ ^r 1^^*^^.^ 
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their hoofes. At the fame time great numbers of 
mechanics, who then flock hither from Panama, 
lodge in this quarter for cheapnefs. 

Porto Belio^ which is but very thinly in- 
habited, becomes at the time when the galleons 
are there, one of the moil populous places in 
the world. Its fituation on the ifthmus be- 
tween the South and North Tea, the goodnefs 
of its harbour, and its fmall diftance from Pa- 
nama, have given it the preference to all other 
places for the rendezvous of the joint commerce 
of Spain and Peru at its fair. 

As foon as advice arrives at Panaman that 
the fleet from Peru have unloaded their mer- 
chandife at Panama, the galleons make thebefl 
of their way to Porto Bello, in order to avoid 
the many diftempers which afFe6l the feamen, 
and derive their fource from idlenefs. The con- 
courfe of people on this occafion is fuqh, that the 
rent of lodgings is raifed to an exceilive height, 
the price of a middling chamber and a fmall 
clofet, during th« fair, being often looo crowns ; 
and that of fome large houTes 4, 5, or 6000. 

The (hips are no fooner moored in the har- 
bour, than the feamen ere^St in the fquare a 
large tent with the fails, where they depofit the 
cargo, that the refoe£l:ive prqprietors may find 
their goods by the n rks which diftinguifh them. 
Thefe bales are drawn on fledges by the crews 
of the feveral (hips, and the money paid for 
their labour equally divided among them all. 

While the feamen and European traders are 
thus employed, the land is covered with droves 
of mules from Panama, each drove confifting 
of above 100, loaded wi^h chefts of gold and 

Some 



P O R 

Some of thefe are unloaded at the exchange, 
and others in the fquarc j but notwit >ftanding 
all the hurry and coiifiifion atf^nding fuch pro- 
digious crouds, no lois or difturb-.nce is ever 
known. He who has feen Porto Bello at other 
times, folitary, poor, and a perpetual filence 
reigning eery where, the harbour without 
(hips, and every place wearing a melancholy 
afpe£l, muft be filled with alionilhment at 
this fudden change, to fee the buftling mul- 
titudes, every houfe crouded, the iquares and 
ftreets full of bales and cherts of gold and 
filver ; the harbour full of fhips and vefiels, 
fome bringing by the way of the river Chagre 
the goods of Peru, as cacao, jefuits bark, vi- 
cuna wool, and bezoar ftones ; others coming 
from Carthagena, loaded with provifions : ia 
(horr, a fpot at other times deteiled for its dele- 
terious qualities, becomes the ftaple of riches 
of the old and new world, and the fcene of one 
of the moft confiderable branches of commerce 
in the whole earth. 

The fhips being un^ o .ded, and the mer- 
chants of Peru, together with the Prefident otf 
Panama, arrived, the fair comes uixdei uv'libera- 
tion : and for this purpofe the d*! uies of the 
feveral parties repair on board the (hip belonging 
to the commodore of the galleons, /here, in 
the prefence of that commander, and the Prefi- 
dent of Panama, the former as patron of the 
Europeans, and the latter of the Peruvians, the 
prices of the feveral kinds of merchandife are 
fettled, and the contra<Sls are figned and made 
public, that every _one may by th^rm regulate 
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as tircll ks the exchanges of money, are tranf* 
acSlcd by brokers from Spain and Peru. After 
this every rtierchant begins to difpofeof his own 
goods, the Spanifh brokers embark their chefts 
of money, and thofe of Peru fend away the 
goods they have purchafed, by veflels up the 
river Chagre j and thus the fair of Porto Bello 

€nds. ' 

The harbour of Porto Bello was difcovercd 
on the 2d ^i November 1502, by Columbus, 
V^ho was fo chariiied with its extent, depth, 
and fecurity, that he called it Porto Bello, or 
the fair harbour. Its mouth, though thrc6 
fauartefs of a milfe broad, is well-defended by 
Fort St. Philip de Lodo Hierro, or Iron-caftlc, 
iituated on the north point of the entrance ; 
for the fouth-fide being full of rocks, fhips are 
obliged to keep in the middle, and confequcntly 
within 660 yards of the caftle, where there is 
from nine to fifteen fathoms watier, and a bot- 
tom of clayey mud, mixed with chalk and 

fand. 

On the fouth-fide of the harbour, and about 
200 yards from the town, is a large caftle, call^* 
cd St. Jngo de la Gloria, having before it %. 
Imall point of land proje«5ling into the harbouf, 
and on it is a fmali fort called St. Jerom, with- 
in twenty yards of the houfes. AH thefe were 
deraolifhed by Admiral Vernon in the year 
1739, with fix (hips only. The anchoring 
place for large fhips, is to the north-wefl of 
Gloria caftle, near the center of the harboui: ; 
but fmali veffels come farther up, taking care 
tb avoid a bank of fand ftretching off 300 yards 
from St. Terom's point, there being only a fa- 
thom and" a half, or two fathoms water on it. 

North- 
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North-weft of the town is a little hzy called 
LaCaldera, or the Kettle, having fodr fathomi 
and a half water, and is a very proper placr for 
careening of (hips, being pcrfe(Stly defended 
from all winds. 

Among the mountains *- ' ich furround the 
harbour of Porto Bello, beginning from the Iron- 
paftle, and extending to the oppofite point, is one 
particularly remarkable for its fupcrior licight, 
and its being confidered as the barometer of the 
country, by foretelling every change of weather. 
This mountain, diAinguiibed by the name of 
Capiro, fiands at the bi)tcom of the harbo^jr in 
the road to Panama. Its top is always covered 
wirh vapours of a denfity and darknefs feldoqr^ 
feen in the clouds of the atmofphere ; aiKi from 
thefe, which are called the Capii'o or Cap, the 
changes of the weather are indicated ; for whci^ 
thefe clouds thicken, increafe in their blacknefs, 
and link below their ufual ftation, it is a fur^ 
fign of a tempeft : whiie, on the oihe/ h^r I, 
their clearneis and afcent us ceitaii)ly indicaie 
the approach of fair weather. It muft however 
be obferved, that thefe changes are both very 
frequent, and very fubitaneous. Nor is the 
fummit hardly ever free from clouds, and whe,<^ 
this does happen, it is only 9s it were for ^jji 
inftant. 

The inc;cmcncy of the climate of Porto Belles 
IS well known. The heat is exceflive, being 
greatly augmented by the fituation of the town, 
-which is furrounded with high mountains, 
.without any interval for the current of the 
winds, which would otherwife refrefhit. The 
trees on the mountains iland fo thick, that 
they intercept the rays of the fun, and conic- 
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quently prevent the earth under their branches 
from being dried ; hence copious exhalations, 
which form large heavy cloudf, and precipitate 
in violent torrents of ram ; but thele are no 
iooner over than the fun breaks out a-frtfli, 
and (hines with his former fplendr-r; though, 
before the aftivity of his rays has dried the fur- 
face of the ground nut covered by the trees, 
the atmofphere is again croudtJ with another 
collcdion of thick vapuiirs, the fun Js again 
concealed, and another torrimt of rain fuccceds : 
in this manner it continues night and d.iy, 
without any fenfible diminution of the heat. 
Thefe torrents of rain, which by their fudden- 
ncfs and impetuofity feem to threaten a fecond 
deluge, are often accompanied with fuch tem- 
pefts of thunder and lightening, as muft terrify 
the moft intrepid ; efpecially as this dreadful 
noife is prolonged by repercuffions from the ca- 
verns in the mountains, and augmented by the 
bowlings and flirieks 4 the multitudes of mon- 
keys of all kinds inlubking the adjacent fo- 

refts. r I /• /• 

This continual inclemency of the leafon, 

added to the fatigue of the feamen in unload- 
ing the {hips, carrying the goods on fliore in 
barges, and afterwards drawing them along on 
fledges, caufe^very profufe tranfpiration, and 
coiifequently render them weak and faint; 
while they, in order to recruit their fpirits, have 
recourfe to brandy, of which there is, on thefe 
occafions, an incredible confumption. The ex- 
ceffive labour, immoderate drinking, and the 
inclemency and unhcalthfulnefs of the climate, 
inuft iointly injure the beft conftitutions, and 
produce thete deleterious difeafes fo common in 
^ this 
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this count./. ' But ii is not the rcamcn alone 
who kse fubjca to thcfe difcafes ; others, who 
are ftrangtrs to the fca and lot concerned in 
the fatigues, ar • alfo ai ickcu them, which 
abundantly demon Irat ,thatthi caufesofthcfc 
difeafcs hav* their rife in the unheahhinefs of 
the climate, tht Uii^H the labour, fatigue, and 
drinking to exc cfs," tend j iprcad and inflame 

.hem. 

The number *" the inhabitants of Porti lello 
h thcrefof verv mconfiderable, and the great- 
eft part ot thclc negroes and mulattoes ; 
whites continuing no longer here than they 
acquire a moderate fortune, when they r 
to Panama to enjoy it j a fufficient proo ^ 
ttao w healthine(s of Porto Bello, fmce it is for- 
iiV a by thofe to ^ '^om it gave birth. 

*rovifions are fc - at Porto Bello, and con- 
;ef lently dear, part cularly during the time of 
the fair, when large fupplies are fent from Pa- 
nama and Cartbagena. The only thing in 
plenty here is fifli, of which there is a great 
varietv, and extremely good. It alfo abounds 
in fugar-canes, fo that the miferable cottages 
in the country are built with them. Frefli wa- 
ter pours down in ftreams from the mountains, 
fome running without the town, and others 
croffing it. Thefe waters are light and digef- ' 
tive ; qualities which in any other p t of tho 
world would be very valuable, but are here 
pernicious. The country feems to be curled 
by nature, fo that what is in itfelf good, is here 
deftrucftive; for this water, being too fine 
and active for the ftomachs of the fnhabitants, 
produces dyfcnteries, the laft ftage of other 
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dtflempcrs, tftd whkk the patient kiimn, m^ 
never recovers. , # 

As the fareil borders almoft on the houfes oi^ 
the town, the tigers often make incuriipna^ into 
tive itreetfi, during the night* carrying off 
fowk, dogs, and domeftic animals ; even chil- 
dren have often fallen a prey to thefe ravenout 
creature^. Serpents are alio very numerous^ 
and remarkably 'deilru£tive. But the number 
of toads exceeds any thing of that kind hitherto 
known. When it has rained more than com* 
mon in the night, the ftreets and fi^uarcs in the 
morning are paved with thefe reptiles ; fo that 
you cannot ftep without treading on thcit}»> 
which is fometimes productive of troublefotne 
bites ; for, beddes their poifon, they are larger 
enough for their teeth to beieverely fclt. They: 
are generally about fix inches ijrkngth, and 
their number is fo great that nothing can be 
imagined more difinal than their croakings 
during the night in all parts of the town, woods^ 
and caverns of the mountains. 
. Porto Bello was peopled from Nombre ^.e 
Dios, a city built by Diego de Niquefa, at the 
Bailiinentos ; but that place being often ruined 
by the unconqucred Indians of Darien, the in- 
habitants, by order of Philip II. removed hiiher 
ill the year 1584, as a place of more I'ecurity, 
and at the fame time much betted fttuated for 
the comn\erce of that country. Lat. 9. 34. 
35. N. long. 79. 45. W. 

Porto-Cavalo, See Cavalo. 

PoRTo-Rico, one or the Antilles ifiands, 
belonging to the Spaniards, iltuated 40 miles to 
the well ward of HirpanioU. It is about 150 

miles 
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mlUs in length from caft to weff, and 50 in 
tireadth from n-^rth to fouth. l*hc middle of 
the iiland lies in )at. 18. 14. N. It was dif- 
covered by Columbus in the year 1493* but it 
coft the Spaniards a good deal of troMble to re- 
duce Ir, the inhabitants being a brave and gal- 
lant people, and extremely fond of liberty. 
They, however, fucceeded at laft, and not only 
conquered, but extirpated, the natives ; who, 
at the li«^ft arrival of the Spaniards, arc faid to 
have amounted to 600,000. The natural con- 
fequence of fuch inhuman c; ndudi was too 
foon vifible ; the deftruftion of the people proved 
the ruin of the idand^ and there is now nd- 
longer any ouantity of gold found in Porto 
Rico, where it formerly abounded, and for the 
fake of which the poor innocent natives were 
ilaughtsred. 

The rains, which generally render the feafon 
finhealthful, fall in June, July, and Auguft, 
when the weather would otherwife be extreme- 
ly hot. About mi/fummer, or the beginning 
of haiV«eft, violent hurricanes are frequent; 
when th*e plants fjfFer greatly by a north-eaft 
wind. From eight in the morning till four in 
the afternoon, the fea-breczc continues ; but 
from fix till eight in the morning, and from four 
to fix in the afternoon, it is extremely hot. 

The fori, which is beautifully diverfified wit^ 
woods, hills, valleys, and plains, is extremely 
fertile, abounding with fine meadows, well 
ftocked with wild cattle, which were brought 
originally from Spain. A' ridge of mountains 
runs through the ifland from ealt to weft, from 
whence great numbers of brooks and rivers 
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with the fincft pafturcs. The fides of the hills 
are covered with trees of various kinds proper 
for building ihips and other ufeful purpofes. 
But its principal comtpodities for commerce a«5 
fugar, ginger, hides, cotton, thread, caffia, maf- 
tick, «c. Great quantities of fait are alfo 
made on the iljand ; which, with the great va- 
riety of fine fruits it produces, adds greatly to 
the value of its exports. The number of inha- 
bitants at prefent on the ifland amount to about 

10,000. 

Porto Rico, the capital of the ifland of the 
fame name, isfituated in a fmall ifland joined to 
^at of Porto Rico by a caufey, running acrofs 
the harbour, which is very capacious, and where 
the! .geft fhips may lie with the utmoft fafety. 
It is the fee of a Bifliop, large, well built, and 
better inhabited than mod Spaniih cities, being 
the center of the contraband trade carried on 
by the Engliih and French with the fubjeds of 
Spain, notwithftaniling the fe verity of the laws, 
and extraordinary precautions taken to prevent 
it. On the fouth-weft fide of the city is a very 
ftrong citadel, which at once commands and de- 
fends it ; while the rnouth of the harbour is 
^,prote(S!ed by a large, well -fortified caflle. In 
^the year 1595 Sir Francis Drake burned ail the 
(hips in the harbourj but finding it impoflible to 
keep the place without abandoning all his other 
defigns, he did not attempt to make himfelf 
inafter of it. Three years after, the Earl of 
Cumberland reduced the ifland, and had Tome 
, thoughts of kec:ping itj but lofing 4C0 men in 
the fJDace of a month by a contagious difeafe, 
he was iilad to depart, carrying away with h.m 
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plate. In i6 1 5 the Dutch fcnt a ftrong fleet 
againft Porto Rico, but with no great fuccefs 5 
for they only took and plundered the city, not 
being able to reduce the caftle. The city of 
Porto Rico lies in lat. 18. ao. N. long. 65. 
05. W. 

Porto Seguro, the name of a captaihflii^ 
in Brafil, bounded on the N. by the river 
Grande ; onthe S. by the river Dolce ; bn the 
E. by the Atlantic ocean -, and on the W. by a 
nation of unconquered Indians, called Tiques. 
It extends along the coaft from north to fouth 
about 56 leagues j is well-watered with rivers, 
and the foil exceeding fertile, producing cora 
and fruits *n abundance. 
;,, Porto Seguro, the capital of the captain- 
(hip ot* the fame name, fituated at the mouth of 
a fmall river, on the top of a white rock. The 
town confifts of about 500 Portuguefe families, 
but has very little trade. Lat. 16. 55. S. long. 

39. 40* W. 

Porto del Principe, a fea-port town on 
the northern coaft of Cuba, 300 miles S. £, rf 
the Havanna, and 186 N. W. of Baracoa. It 
was formerly a large and rich town, but being 
taken by Captain Morgan with his Buccaneers, 
after a (tout refiftance, it never recovered itfelf. 
Near it are feveral fountains of bitumen. Lat. 
20. 55. N. long. 75. 27. W. 

Port-Royal, a fmall ifland at the mouth 
of a liver of the fame name, in S. Carolina, 
conliftmg of about 1000 acres of excellent 
laud. I'he town of Beaufort ftands in this 
ifland. See Beaufort. Lat. 32* 23. N. 
long. 79. 13. W. . 

Port- 
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' PoxT«Rx>yAf«, a fine river in South CscftA^*, 
n^ 9bout 15 miles to the northward of the ri^-^' 
y^r May. it has a indd entrance, and f 7 het 
oh the har ^t low water. This harbour n 
Uf^9 ootnjnaodious, andfafe for:fiiippiiTg, and 
the river runs through a fine fruitful country^ 
prei^fahle to moft mhcra in this colony. The 
^Aa/td of Port-Rofaly mentioned inthe preeed*' 
iAg4<Ftiol0,;lies atthemouihDF ft. / 

II^Pdrt-Royal, anciently th£xa|»ta) ©f the 
iiUiid of Jamaica, fituated tm the vo-y point of' 
S'narrow it«ck of knd, whkh, towardi thefea^ 
filmed ^u ol the botder of sl vaynMe har* 
foar of it$ owo name. In this harbour abov« 
athoufand fail of (hips could anchor with th« 
gie^teft coiwenieiice and faiety.; and the water 
waa fo deep at the key of P<m-^oyal, that 
veflels of tie grcalseft burden couW lay their 
broadfides to the wharfs, juid load or unload 
Wi^ little troQ^ end at a finall expence. 
This convenience had iuch weight wkh^ ifi«. 
Jhabiiants, that ^hey maakt zhokst of this fpot 
ff>r dieir capital, though 1^ fdaoe was a hot 
4iy fand, which did no]- produce one <^ the 
B^^mfs of life» nor even a dcop of frtfh 
water. However^ its axlvanti^eoije fltuatiofi,. 
sqnd the eefint of thepirate&i iftoM rendered' it a 
very coBiiderable |thice. It comained aooO' 
houfes, very hand&imely huik, aad as high* 
fenced as thofe iof London, la ihort, few places 
in the world could be compared to this town, 
fat t3^dc> weakh, and an entire corruption of 
manners. In this fiouriihkig ^te it continued 
^ill the 9th of June 1692, when a dreadful 
earthquake, which feemed to ihake the very 
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foundations of the ifland, overwhelmed Port- 
Royal, and buried nine tenths of it S fathoms 
under water. They, however, rebuilt ihe town 
after this deftrudive (hock 5 but about ten years 
after, ft was laid in afties by a terrible fire. 
Noiarithiiaiiding this fecond eataftrophe, the 
extraordinary convenience of the harbour 
tempted them to rebuild it again. But in the .' 
year 1722, one of themoft dreadful hurricarids 
ever icnown reduced it a third time to a heap of 
yubbi^. Warned by thefe extraordinary ctW- 
mities, which feemed to mark out this place a* 
a ijiot devoted to deftru6lion, the cuftom-houfe 
and public ofEccs were removed, hy an a^ of 
the Affembly, and no market fuftcred to be 
htld there for the future. Lat. 17. 40. N. 
•ionjr. 75. 5a. W. * 

' Portsmouth, one of the principal towns 
of ,thc government of New Hampihire, a pro- 
vince of the colony of New England, fttuated 
m the harbour of Piftataqua,^o miles nort?h of 
Bofton. Lat. 46. 52. N. long. 70. 32. W. ^»' 
"Port t)T. John, a ftnall town in the pro- 
"vinceof Nicaragua in New Spain, fttuated at 
the mouth of a river on the coaft of the Soutb 
fea, 30 miles N. W. from Leon, to which city 
it is the port- town. The harbour is fafe and 
capacious, and formerly the Spanifli fhips inf- 
tended fM the South fea were built here. Lat. 
1-2. 10. N. long. 87. 38. W. 

PoTOSi, a town iti the archbifbopHif <jf 
Plata, and province of Charcas, 75 miles fouth- 
eaft of the city of La Plata, and rendered fa- 
mous by t^e rich mines in ft« neighbourhoods 
it ftaftds at the foot of what is called the Silver 
mountains^ is near two leagues in circuit, and 
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contains above 6o,opo Indians and 10,000 Spa^ 
niards, among whom are feveral perfons of 
rank, and the grcateft part poffefled of immcnfe 
fortunes. The air of the mountains being cxr 
tremely cold and dry, the adjacent country is 
remarkably barren, producing neither grain, 
fruits, or herbs. The town, however, is plen- 
tifully fupplied with the beft provifions j fomc 
provinces fending the choiceil of their grains 
and fruits ; fome, their cattle j and others, their 
roanufadlures ; while thofe who trade in Eu- 
ropean goods refort to Potofi, as to a market 
where there is a great demand, and no want of 
filver to give in exchange. 

The famous mountain of Potofi, at the foot 
of which the town is fituated, appears above the 
top of the neighbouring mountains, in the form 
of a fiigar-loaf. The colour of its foil is of a 
reddifti brown, and the diftance from its foot, 
which is three miles in compafs, to the fummit 
is neiLrly a mile. The difcovery of the im- 
menfe mines in this mountain happened in the 
year 1545, by an accident feemingly fortuitous. 
An Indian, by fome called Gualca, and by 
others Hualpa, purfuing fome wild goats up 
this mountain, and coming to a part very fteep, 
he laid hold of a fmall fhrub, in order to chmb 
it with the greater celerity ; but the {hrub, be- 
ing unable to fupport his weight, came up by 
the roots, and discovered a mafs of fine filver; 
and at the fame time he found feveral lumps of 
the fame metal among the clods of earth ad- 
hering to its roots. The Indian, who lived at 
Porco, haftened home with thcfe firft fruits of 
fiis difcovery, waftied the filver, and made ufc 
of it, repairing, when his ftock was nearly^cx- 
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haufled, to his perpetual fund. At length, one 
of his intimate friends, called Guanca, obferv- 
inff fuch a happy change in his crcumftances, 
was dcfirous of knowing the caufe, and urged 
his queftions with fo much warmth, that Crual- 
ca was unable to deny. For fome time thty 
repaired together to the mountain for frefh fup- 
plies of filver, till Gualca refufing to difcover 
his method of purifying the metal, Guanca re- 
vealed the fecrct to his mafter Villaroel, a bpa- 
niard living at Porco. Oa receiving this infor- 
mation, he fet out on the 2ift of April 1545, 
to view this fortunate fpot, and caused a mine 
to be opened without delay, which was workr 
ed with prodigious advantage. The firft mine 
was called the Difcoverer, as having been the 
occafion of difcovering the fources of other 
riches inclofcd in the bowels of the mountain : 
in a few days another was opened, called the 
Tin-mine j another was afterwards opened, 
called Rico, as furpaffing all the reft ; and laftly, 
the Mendiaa. Thefe are the principal mines 
of Potofi, but there are feveral fmaller crofling 
the mountain on all fides. And from the public 
accounts it appears, that filver, to the value of 
0,282,3821. fterling, has been annually taken 
from thefe mines. Potofi lies in the lat. of 20. 
21. S. long. 66. 25. W ;- 

Providence, a fmall plantation belonging 
to the government of Rhode-Ifland, firft found- 
ed by Mr. Roger Williams, paftor of a church 
of Brownifts in Maflachufet's bay 5 but being 
baniftied by tae magiftrates for his preaching 
and print pies, he was followed by a confider- 
able number of people, and fettled at a place 
without the governmenti and to this fcttlement 

hft 



J.i 



PRO 

he gave the name of Providence, where he livcti 
above 40 years, and behiived fo well that lie 
regained the good opinion of his courKrymeni 
was fccommefidcd to tiie favt)ur of tlie Mafia- 
chufets government by fomeof the Englifti no- 
biHty, wroteagainft the principles and practice* 
of the <iuakers, was diligent in the converfion 
of the Ifidianfl, and very ferviceable in obtaining 
a Chafter for the government of Rhode-lfland, 
This plantation rs a diftri^i of about 20 miles 
fquare, fi^arated from Conne<SVicut on the weft 
by nn imaginary line drawn Ironi north to fouth, 
«nd from MaCichi^fei's by another imaginary 
jine drawn from eaft to we«. 

Providence, the capital of the plan tat io^^ 
of ifs own name, fituated near the mouth of 
the river Patuxit. It is tolerably large, full of 
inhabitants, and in a very flourifhrns: condi- 
tion. Lat. 41. 52. N. long. 72. 29. W. 
( Providence, the fecond, with jegard to 
jnagflitud'e, of the Bahama ifland?. It is about 
36 mites in length, and 18 in breadth, and is 
now the rcfidenee of the Governor. It lies in 
the center of fome hundred-i of other iflands, 
ibme of them very large, arrl oihers no bigger 
than rocks or knolls rifing above the furface of 
tfee waee-r. The ancient naflne of this ifland 
wasAbacoa;. but Mr. Sayle, who was twice 
caft away upon it, called it the Brfk tkne by his^ 
own name, and the iccond by that of Provi- 
dence, which it ftill continues. Its chief com- 
fnerccarifes lirom the misfortune of thofc Ikips 
that arc ^driven on its coaft, or in making a win- 
ter's voyage to the continent of America, are 
fbrcsed to put in for provifions, for want df 
urbicd they are fiequentiy iji great diftrefs» 
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Tli« provifioni thev pure hafe here are fent froml 
Caroiina, and laid up in florchoufes for that 
pMrppic} the ifland producing little die than 
iait and Brafilette wood, which they carry overt 
to Carolina* They low peafeand Indian wheat; 
the former arc fit to gather in fix weeks, and 
the Utter in twelve FUh of various kinds arc 
found in the utnvoft pWmy on the coailj and in 
, fome parts of the ifland arc vail numbers o*' 
trees and plants. The principal harbour in thi» 
ijland is rendered daogorous by a bar, on which 
there b not above 16 feet water. Indeed the 
whole coaft is fo dangerous, not osly on ac- 
count of the ilrength ^d various directions of 
ita currents* which confound the cxpcrteft na- 
vigatorBy but alfo by the boifteroufneis of the 
fea, the fceouent and dreadful, though fhort, 
ftonns of' thunder, and lightning, and rain, 
which feem to threaten the diflblution of the 
world ; to &y nothing of the vaft rooks that 
lie every where fcattcred« ibme above, fome 
level with, and others below the furface of the 
water. Tbefc arc fuch obftaclcs to the adven- 
turers of all nations, that they never approach 
the Bahama iilands, but when driven on them 
by ftrel> of weather, or to procure a fupply of 
provifions and water. Pjrovidence lies in the 
lat, of 24. 51. N* long. 77. i. W. 

Providence, a fmall iftand ki the North 
fea, near the coaft of Honduras, in New Spain. 
It is about i6 miles in length, 4ind four in 
breadth, but t\ot inhabited. Lat. 13. 26. N. 
long. 80. 42. W. 

PuEBLA LA Vega, once a famous place in 
the province of Guatimala, in New Spain, 
♦liree leagues shove- Realeios but having been 
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^erat times taken, the fiifhop publiilied an ex- 
communication againft it, in conformity to 
which it was totaiJy dcfcrted, and has never 
£nce been rebuilt. * 

^ Fu£BLA DE LOS Angelos, tbc prefent ca- 
pital of the province of TJafcala, or Los An- 
glos, in Mexico, fituated in the road from 
Vera Cruz to Mexico, 130 leagues from the 
former, and 60 from the latter. The buildings 
arc in general of flone, lofty and elegant, and 
the ftreets, which are broad, clean, and regular, 
crofs each other at right-angles. In the center 
of the citjr is a large fquare, faid to be equal, if 
not fuperjor, to that of Mexico. It is adorned 
on three fides with uniform porticos, where are 
(hops filled with all kinds of rich commodities^ 
and on the other is its grand cathedral, which 
has a very beautiful front, and two lofty towers, 
all built of ftone, and in the modern tafte. It 
is now ij^e fee of aBi(hop, which was traofiated 
hither from Tlafca. Befides the cathedral there 
are feveral other churches and convents, well 
built, and finely adomedj the b^ft felts ixi the 
country are made in this dty, which has alfo a 
mint and a glafs-houfe. The houfes arc com- 
puted at about 16 or 1700, and the families at 
about 1000. A fmall river runs through the 
town, and the adjacent valley produces vines 
and all forts of European fruits. Several forts 
of mineral waters are alfo found in its neigh- 
bourhood. Lat. 19. 55. N. long. 110. 3. W. 
Puna, an iiland in the mouth of the river of 
Guayaquil. It is of a quadilateral figure, and 
about fix pr feven leagues in length from north- 
eaft to fouth- weft. It is very flat, low land> 

and th^ tln^. nma I/^rtr f^-mnnr r\t\ m^xit^rtt €%Aa» M\f ttf- 
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but in fo ;i»af7 diflFcrcnt direaiont, by reafon oli 
the many rivers running into the fea near itf 
that there are a great many dangerous lan*- 
banks round it. It is a lieutenancy, to which . 
has lately been annexed the towns of Machala, 

and Narangal. . , c 11-- 

Puna, the capital, and indeed the only place 
on the ifland of the (umc name, in the mouth ot 
(iuavaquil river, fituated at the head of the 
harbour, in the north-eaft part of the ifland. 
It confifts of about 30 houles, and a Imaii 
church. The houfes are all built upon polls, 
ten or twelve feet high, with ladders on i\jfi 
outfidc to go up to them, beciufe of the inun- 
dations to which the river of Guayaquil is very 
fubiea. They are thatched with paUncto leaves, 
and their chambers well-boarded. According 
to an ancient tradition, the inhabitants of this 
ifland amounted to between 12 and 14,000 5 
whereas at pf efent they do not exceed jpo, and 
confift chiefly of Calls and Spaniards, the In- 
dians being very few. Both the Lieutenant and 
Prieft refide here, and the large (hips which 
cannot lie at Guayaquil, by realon of the fand- 
banks, load and unload here ; there being very 
good anchoring againft the middle of the 
town, and five fathom water within a cable s 
length of the (hore. Lat. 3, 2. S, long. 79. 

14. W. 

PuNO, the capital of the iurifdiaionof Pau- 
car-Cola. It is but a fmall place, and chiefly 
inhabited by Indians, who weave great quanti- 
ties of coarle cloth, which they fell m the 
neighbouring countries. It ftands near the fa- 
mous lake Titicarca, 73 miles weft of La Plata. 
Lat. 16= ei* S. long. 6q. 20. W. 

PURRYSBURG, 
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PuRjiY8BVA0, 4 fettlementon thenGrtb itde 
of the fiver Savannah, in GrajiviUc county, in 
South C9rolina» 89 miles ibuth-wed of Ciiarles 
Town, it hai its name from Monfieur Purry; 
» g^ntJeman of Ncufchatpl, who being encou- 
raged by the government, both in England and 
Carolina, undertook to fettle a colony of Swit- 
«er» hfife. Sec GxANvittE County. Pu- 
rryfburg lies in the lat. of 32. 19. N. Jong. 80. 
15. W. 
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OU E B E C, the capital of Canada, Htuated 
at the confluence of the rivers of St. 
Laurence, and St. Charles, on the north fide of 
the former, and about 112 leagues from the ft a. 
The bafon is very fpacious, being fufficient to 
contain 100 fail of men of war of the line. 
The river St. Laurence, which is about four 
leagues wide above the town, here (brinks itfclf 
at once to the breadth of a ifingie mile, and on 
t^is^ccoun* tli€ city was called Quebec, which, 
in the language of the Indians of that country, 
iignife a fhrinking or growing narrower. 

Thefirft objea that falutes the eye, in failing 
up to the town, is a fine cafcade, called by the 
French the Leap of Montmorency, fituated at 
the entrance of the little channel of the ifland 
of Orleans, which is about 40 feet hisrh, and 
30 broad, though caufed only by the fall of an 
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incottfiderabfe brook. A little abtjfvd tbis crt^ 
cade the city of Qiiebcc is fituaied, on the nar- 
loweft part of the river } but bctwceh it jind thd 
Ifle of Orleans is a rpacir>us bafon, cxtcndin* ^ 
league efery way, and into this bafon the t'iitt 
St. Charles difchargesits waters, fo that Oue- 
bec is fituated between that river atid C^pe 
Diamonfd, a lofty promontory. The harboiify 
which faces ths town, is fafe dnd cottimodfoue^ 
and the water about twenty-five fathom deep^ 
At the time when the city was founded, Dime- 
ly, in the year 1608^ the tide reached the foot of 
the rock *, but fintt that time the river ha$ funk 
fo far, that a large fpot of ground is left dry, 
and on this a Urge fuburb is built, Ci^Iled fh^ 
Lower Town, which ftands at the foot of a 
rocky preci|)ice, about 48 feet high. The 
houfes in tlie Lower Town are of ftone, ftr^ngi 
well-biHlt^ flttd chrefly inhabited by merChjilit« 
for the conyenlency of their triyde, which i» 
very coiifiderabU. The fortifk^tios^ art far 
from being i?egular; though the pkce, fPom ttS 
fituatioh, is capable bf making a #out dt^nde^ 
if attacked by (hips from the fivef^ as their gun^ 
cannot injurfe the worsts of the Upper To#h, 
while they thcmfelves muft fuffer grettly ft6m 
the cannon and bombs from thefe lofly filti-' 
parts. The lower towh is de^nded by ^ plit- 
form, flanked With two ballioiis, which at high 
water and fpring-tides ^re almoft lieVel with thi 
furface of the *?ateir» Alittie above the bj^i^n, 
to the right, is a half^bafti«in, cut out of thtf 
rockj a little higher a largt battery ; and kigUer 
ftill a fquare fort, the mod regular of all thtf 
fortiiic^iotiS) and in which the GoVt^rWor ii^** 
fidesi Ttc paH^^ Which torlll a tommutif ^ 
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cation between thefe works, arc extremely 
rugged. The rock which Separates the Upper 
from the Lower Town, extends itfclf, and 
continues, with a bold and fttep front, a confl- 
d^rable way to the weftward, along the river 
St. Laurence. ^ 

The Upper Town is alfo well-built, and 
abounds with noble edifices, as churches, pa< 
<]aces, efpecially that of the Bifhop ; the courts 
of juftice, the houfe of the Hofpitallers, which 
is a noble building of fquare ftonc, faid to have 
coft 40,000 livres ; feveral monafteries, nunne- 
ries, chapels, &c. which would take up too 
much room to defcribe. But the nobleft ftruc- 
ture of the whole is the palace, where the Go- 
vernor refides, where the Grand Council of the 
Colony, while Quebec was in the hands of the 
French, and where all the Royal ftores are de- 
pofited. The cathedral is rather a clumfey 
buildings and its architedure, choir, painting, 
and carving, are all in a mean tafte. The only 
thing beautiful is its tower, which is very large 
and well-built, and (o advantageouily fituated 
as to be feen at a great diftance. The feminary 
and cloifters are defigned in a better tafte, but 
were never iiniihed, having been twice con- 
fumed by iire, namely, in j 703, and 1705. 
The chapter-houfe, once a famous edifice, was 
alfo confumed, fo that the community had 
hardly room for lodgings. 

Befides the Lower Town abo e-mentioned, 
there is another beyond the Upper Town, 
fituated on the banks of the river St. Charles, 
which are decorated with country feats, and 
houfes of pleafure, gardens and orchards, that 
jiyett Howing in beautiful meanders thruugh a 
f ; fpacious 
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fpacious plain. The caftle (lands on the brow 
of a rugged hill, about 40 fathoms above*' f. 
town; but is an irregular fortification, hs^^^^ * 
only two baflions, and no ditch towaids mc 
city. There is alfo another fort, called Dia- 
mant, or Fort of Cape Diamant, intended to 
have been a very condderable place both for 
ftrength and beauty, but was never Hnifhed ; 
forae few works, together with a redoubt which 
commands both the Point and the town, being 
all that has been erected. Belldes thefe there 
are alfo feveral other fmall fortifications, fcat- 
tered here and there, not worth defcribing, as 
they add little to the ftrength of the place. 
Cape Diamant, which is a foJid rock, 4C0 fa- 
thoms high, owes its name to a vaft number of 
fine ftones found on it, fome of which want on- 
ly the hardnefs of the diamond to make them 
pafs for fuch. The Jefuits here, as in moft 
places, were bcft accommodated j their church 
fine and large, though the convent is fmall, but 
both are well-built, and advanta^eoufly fituated 
in the Upper Town 5 their garden is large and 
well -planted, and at the end of it a pleafant 
little copfe. Though the principal flrudlures 
are in the Upper Town, from its being origin- 
ally the only place, yet the Lower Town has 
greatly the advantage, the former flanding fo 
very bleak, that the cold is double to what it is 
in the latter. Befides this the Lower Town 
has plenty of water, which is fometimes fcarce 
in the Upper Town. This city, the capiul of 
Canada, was taken in September 1759, by the 
army under the command of Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Wolfe, who periflied in the glorious con- 
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Ertgiiih. Quebec lies in the laC of 46. 55. N. 
long. 69. 48. W» 

<5yEMA0o, the port to tiie to\«rji of Yet, 
from which it is fix leagues diftant. The road 
between thil port and the town lies through 
beautiful meadows, where there is water for the 
beaft$ of burden employed in carrying the dif- 
ferent forts of mcrchandite 5 but what is very 
i-emark^We is, that when the river whkh ruils 
through the valley begins to fwcll, the water in 
Che meadows dries up ; and, on the contrary, 
when the river is low, there is abundance of 
water in the meadows. Lat. 14. 22. S. long. 
56. 1. W. 

QjjESNE, Fort ©u, a fcrtification ereetcd 
by the Marquis du Quefne, on the banks of the 
river Ohio, in the territories of Pcnfylvania, 
232 miles weft of Philadelphia. About nine 
mi!ts from this fort, General BraddoCk's army 
was defeated, and himfelf flain, on the 9th of 
July 1 755< It was however afterwards taken 
in the year 1760, fince which the fortifications 
have been greatly augmented, and its name 
chingfed into Pittiburg. Lat. 46. 11. N. long. 

^9. 57. w. 

Qy j&o, an ifland in the South fea, lyifig c^ 
Cape Sahti Maria, the weftefn cape of the bay 
of Panamk. It is unihhabited, but an excellent 
place for Mps to take in wood ahd water, for 
the tr6e« grow dofe to the highwater-matk, 
tnd a large rapid ftream of fteih water runs 
over the fimdy beach into the fea, at the bottom 
of the hftfbour. The Whole ifland is of a very 
moderate height, excepting one part. It coft- 
fift« of acontrmied wood fpread oyer the furface 
of the countrvj whiwi jpr ^fci ves ill ril:4iir€ w* 
3 the 
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the year round. And among the other kinds of 
trees are great numbers of Caffia, and a few 
limes. The principal birds found here are par- 
rotS) parraquets, and mackaws, of the latter^ 
there are prodigious flights. It abounds with 
deer, tigers, monkeys, and guanos. And in 
the woods is found a moft mifchievous ferpent, 
called a flying fnake, which darts itfelf from 
the boughs of the trees upon either man or beaft 
that comes within its reach ; and its fling is in- 
evitable death, there having been no antidote 
hitherto difcovered for preventing the fatal efFccSls 
of its adlive poifon. The fea is infefted with 
great numbers of alligators, and a prodigious 
large flat-flih, called by the Spaniards Manta, 
which frequently deftroys the pearl-divers, by 
wrapping its fins round them, and fqueezing 
them to death. It refembles a thornback in 
fhape, but is prodigioufly larger. The diver, 
to defend himfelf againft thefe mifchievous fiflj,' 
carries with him a (harp knife, with which, if 
the fifli offers to aflTault him, he endeavours to 
ilrike it in a part where it has no power to hurt 
Him, on which the fifh immediately flies. The 
harbour in this ifland is called Canal Bueno, or 
Good Channel, and is at leafl fix miles in 
breadth, with near 30 fathom water. The foil 
of the ifland is very rich, and might be cultivated 
to advantage, being full of rills and ftreams of 
pure water. 

Near the.north-eafl: part of the ifland is a na- 
tural cafcade, far furpalfing every thing of that 
kind, which human art or induftry hath hither- 
to produced. It is a river of tranfparent water, 
about forty yards in breadth, running down a 
declivity of near 150 yards in length. The 
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ctiofini^ ifi ¥rliich the water ilou^b verf tire- 
guliV) being li^irely formed' of rocks^. hodi. 
iidkt md botcooi being made up; oi detached 
UodBl; ^<^ ^y tt^ ^^ courib of the carreat 
j$ fieqttcn^yi interrupted ; for in fomcfpkccs it 
ruhst(b]ping^^withra rsqudt but uniform, motioni 
whib< in other parts it tftmbles over tlie ledges 
oi roeki^mth atperpendicukr defcent. Ali the 
m^iebbouchood'of thi» ftreMi i* a fine wood; 
ana even the huge mafies of roclc which. oyer- 
hflDg fbc water, and which by thcii tacioee 
proje6Hons fomf the inequality of the chaimd, 
are cotei^^vwiA lofty forcft treee. The differ- 
ent Wendings of the water, the rcckr, andthe 
wood^ form ^ very agreeable foene, which is 
often heigbt^ned by large ffights of Mackaws, 
h^^vering and playing over the eafcadc, and re-> 
fleeing the various colours of the rainbow from 
tbeir variegated plumage. The harbbur of 
Qiiillo lief in tltt lat. of j-. 20. N* long. 8i. 

^.w. , ■ . - f ■•^^^^-■ 

' C^iLLOTAi a fnaall jurifdiiaion.of Ch^ in 
South America, about 40 aliies in length and 
20 ill breadth. It Has a town of the fame naoury 
containing about loa fairalics, but thofe fcat- 
tered over the country exceed lOOOi 

Q^ii^ALOMA, a lofty mountain in the 
cittern cordillera of the Andes, in the province 

of (jmto. ,'".'.''. 

QyispiCHANCHi, a jurifdi6Hon in the dio* 
cefe of Ciifcd, and kingdom of Peruvbeginning 
at tbc footh-gates of Quito, and ftretchi^ from 
eaft to weft about 20 ieagues. The lands of 
this jurifdiaion belong in general to the gentry 
ofGiifco- asd nrodtsce nlenty of wheat, maize, 
and fruits. Hire arc aifo monufa^uies erf bays 

. and 



M\ coyrft woollen duffk. Part oF AM jtfrfP. 
ifrdfiniT bwchrts oft thk fbrcfN* mfiali^ by wlW' 
iBiiJ^attsV arfid produces gfeat cjuMitrtr^s'ofcc^ 
mirhertj gttMyHiM Irf the Inpdtitis^ wbrfcttig J» 
^Tic iwrne?. 

. ^^vQtTiTa, Fxdvtiict d#, * hui^ proilnt© eif 
South America, and, at the tinic tKe Spiffi^Ws 
f?rft* fettled it, was ahniftxcd ta thc^ki.-i(|JloTiri»of 
Penr, arid cbnttnucd^ fb tiH thit yfe^ir 1718^, 
^hew a: ncn^ vice-rojraky hdl^^^e^^ SantsT 
Fc de Baj^ta, the capital of tl% UM^ kfrtitfont 
of Granada^ it #as difihcrnhfercd frorti Peni, 
arid annexed to Granada. At the fame tfme 
the aediencc of Quito- was fiij^efled, t<^her' 
with that of Panama in tttc kingddnf ^ Tcrrt.^ 
Fimia, though the latter continued depfe^Bfenl; 
on the Vice- foy of Limit The int^irfiiMi c? 
this frtigai fchen^ WJfei that^hfe^ftfe^ of tW 
great num'ber of ofl|bei^j* irf hclth^ wBlch <fea<fe<l' 
on this a^otftion, (falbidd bfe applied^ the fu?|y- 
port of the new vicc-roy^ltyi in order to pre- 
vent art addttiorial burderi on the royaF rcVeniie, 
I. a confcqtrencc othen^fe ufravotdaBle. Bhtekr 
periehtie has (hewn th^iih)ir6ifrici^ antfirtlbil^ 
ciency of this meafui-e, artd th^t^ tfte trihunal^ 
ahoHOsed were of indifpctiiibre neceffity in their 
refpedtive cities ; an infupportablc detriment re* 
fulting to the inhabitants from the vaflf di^ncef 
of the audiences afligned tht;m, which 'were 
Lima, for the kingdom of Terra Firnra; anrf 
the inhabitatits of the province of Quito were 
to apply for jufticetp the irudierice of Santa Fe. 
Artd as the amount of all the falaries fujsprdled 
was not fufficient to fupport the dignity of i, 
Vice-roy, the vice-royalty was fuppreifed^ and 
things 2:^aced again on^ their ancient fitioting in 

Fa the 
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the yetr lyaa^ The officers were reftored 1^ 
thek former pods, and the audiences have fince 
continued the fame as before. But the motives 
for ere^ing a new vice-royalty at Santa Fe bef. 
inz confefiiedly of the greaten importance, its 
reSitution was again brought on the carpet, i 
and the great difficulty of fupporting it without 
detriment to the public or the audiences, a 
vice-royalty was again ere£^ed in the year 
17399 Don Sebailian de Eflaba, Lieutenants 
Ueneral, being appointed the firft Vicc-roy, and 
arrived in the beginning of the year 1740, to 
take poiTeffion of his government, which in- 
cludes the whole kingdom of Terra Firma, and 
the province of Quito. ^ 

. This large province extends 200 leagues 
horn north to fouth, and 600 from eaft to weft. 
But a large part ofthefe vaft dominions is eithf^r 
inhabited oy riationa of unconquered Indians, or 
not iufficien^ly peopled by Spaniards^ if itide^d 
they are thoroughly known. AH the parts that 
can properly be faid to be peopled, and adlually 
fubje(^ to the Spanifh government, are thofe 
contained between the tWo Cordilleras of the 
Andes, which when compared to the whole 
extent may be termed a ftrect or lane, together 
withthofe tra<Sis contained between the weflern 
Cordillera and the South fea. The diftance be- 
tween the two Cordilleras is fomething above 15 
leagues. 

The chief riches of Spanifh America being 
the mines^ which fpread their ramifications 
through the whole extent* of thefc countries, 
that province is accounted the moft valjuable, 
where the mines are mofl numerous, or, at 
MJcait where the grcateft quantity of metal is 
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l^oduced. The fcrtilitv of the fc J, the exuh6- 
i^ant harvefts with which the labourer's toil is 
rewarded, would lofe much of their advantages, 
had not the metals in the bowels of the earth 
cxercifed the ingenuity of the miner. The 
fertile paftures which fo richly cover the coun- 
try are here difrcgarded, if the ftones upon trial 
are not found to anfwer the avidity of the ar- 
tifts : and the plentiful productions of the earth, 
which are in reality the moft excellent gifts of 
nature for the fupport and comfort of human 
life, are undervalued and flighted, unlefs the 
mountains contain rich veins of fine filver. 
Thus, contrary to the nature of things, the 
name of rich is bcftowed on that province where 
moft mines are worked, though entirely defti- 
tute of the other more neceflary produ^s, that 
the great number of people employed in the 
mines are under a neceffity of being fupplied 
from other parts : and thofe provinces whofe 
paftures are covered with flocks mnd herds, 
whofe fields yield plentiful harvefts, and their 
trees bend beneath the loads of excellent fmiis, 
under the fertilifmg influence of a benign cli- 
mate, but deftitute of mines, or for^tten thro' 
negleft, are looked upon as poor. This is the 
cafe here : and the reafon of it is evident : 
thofe countries are the ftaple for filver and 
gold, which are taken from the bowels of the 
earth only to he fent into diftant nations with 
all poffible diligence, their own country being 
of ail others the place where they make the 
ihorteft ftay : for as the inhrbitants cannot do 
/Nvithout European goods, the gold and filver of 
'^America muft be paid in exchange for them. 
In a Spaniin province therefore, where nomities 
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jl^ woj^d> <hc fwxility of ihe foif, aa^ tt^c 
i^ln^ pf its produas, are negie^etl, tk^v 
^J^^qty pf money nducipg them to folaw^ 
jjn^Cfc $bat the hufbandman, for want of an in- 
<;entive |o b^ induftry, inilead of fowing ai^d 
jjljintip^ as nmcji as pofliblc, confines himlelt^a 
t|i|e auamit> b« can fell, after making proper 
jtrgvifion fpr his fampy. And as the whole rc- 
JiiriV of ywJj^t he receiyes for fruits and grains js 
^l>;en in exchange for European goods, the 
#^city of money ftill continues,, and he is fa 
DOor as fometvtnes to want the convenicncies pf 
^(p» It is QthcrsirAfe in provinces aboui^dir^g 
^yjprjlth mines j for thefe Jbeiiig.thc objcifts of the 
^j^^fcntion^s^id labours of ^c inhabitants, thefe 
j» ^ai contmu^I circulation of money : wh;|t .ia 
jp^rricd out is replaced by that drawn from the 
jninsn. Nor arc they in want of European 
^OQcIs, or the produ&ons of inore fertile qoun- 
,|rif?^ p|ej(Hy of trjy^^ fyomall parts reiqrting^Q 
jll^ges jp^ar j^e flpii^^s, a^ the ori^ij^al iiiat* pf 
aS^fmm^^^ .^^M^at P'lovi^.ce »ihw ^e 
^(^^Is 0* tl^e miiics ajid the fertility pf the Ipil 
^pnqejitcr, |re doubtleis preferable to jhofc i¥hcre 
'^^ture has ftiven pnly one pf thefe advantage^, 
^jto m^yoe iuftly ch^flpd aniong the former, 
^emgific^ril in^all Peru for its fertility in grajn 
|ind.frHi{si its pppulpufiiefs, efpccially in Spa- 
^aij^s ; its al)pupdilig ia cattle ; its excelling 
in i^anu%^ures; and in Uic number of i^ts 
IB^ii^es, >vhicli arx; at Icaft as rich as any of 
^hoJfe 4n other prQvi^ces. ^But it feems as if 
jaatujre^liawiUingtodiRinguiib this by an abso- 
lute ^ppifief^^ ha3 denied it a fuitable concourfe 
i>f ,j:te9[He, ihat it might not at once have a fiill 



•-there being no other reafon why ttie nunwIitJ* 
•re neglected. For ahho* the number of them 
•Ircady difcovcrcd be very great, and afford ft 
ftrong conjcaurc that the cordillcras muft con- 
tain many more, yet few arc worked. Thus 
the riches of the country lie buried, nor can thfe 
fertility of the foil fuppljr their wants ; fo as to 
fpread through the province an opulency like 
that obfervable in the other provinces of rcru^ 
where, by the circulation of filver, there Is an 
iiniverfal appearance of afiucnce, gtiety, ani 

fplendor. . • u- 

Among the great number of 9nnc« wuniit 
the provmcc of Quito, fome «were formerly 
worked, which are at prefewt abandoned. The 
country then was fenfibte of its adf antagei j 
•nd the remembrance of the general opulency 
1^ thofe times, refuking from the riches taken 
4>ut of the mines, ftill fubfifts. Not only the 
capital, but even the towns and villagei, were 
Aen very populous 5 and Bfiany ^ k« itihabt^ 
tant« were famous over all Pew, for their proi 
digious wealth. The rich mines within the 
iuiifiliaion of Macas were irrecovewib^ l<sift'by 
a revolt of the Indians ; and in procefc of t*«ie 
the very remombrance of thek fitua^n wa* 
©bliterated. The mines of 2^uwia have beon 
abandoned, tlie art of working ^e oreloei^ 
loft ; the fame decline is now feeti aM over tWs 
wovince. The leriility, as natural to tfee cli- 
inate, Ili41 continues in all its plenty 't bu* 
Icarce the fiiadow etf Ac former iuftro ^n4 
magnificence of this province romaijDs, an4 
that prodigious weahh in which it onc^ glo- 
ried, is now no more. The only part in the 
nroviBce of Quito, whtck under ^k imbt^pt 
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chimge prefcH^esits ancient ofilefice, is the 4^*- 
partment within the gu¥fim ^nt ^ Popayan, 
which abounds in golil mines . ." great lumm^ 
bers of them arc ftill w(»^lifd. 

Quito, City of, thr c;ipital of the pro- 
vince of the fame naone, fituated in the inland 
parts of the continent of SoJth America, and 
on the eaflern flcirts of in« weftern cordillcra of 
the Andes, about 35 leaguca »^(> of the coaft 
of the South fca. Contiguous to it, on the 
north-weft, is the mountain and dcfert of Pi- 
chincha, not lefs famous among ftrangers for 
it9 grctt height, than among the natives for the 
prodigious nches it has been fuppofed to.con- 
tain ever fmce the times of the Yncas, founded 
pn a vague and uncertain tradition. The city 
is built on the acclivity of that mountain, fur- 
rounded by others of a middling height, among 
the breaches of Pichincha. Some of th^fe 
breaches arc a cr ifiderable depth, ^nd extend 

Suite through the t ty, fo that many parts qf 
le buildiijg^ ftand upon arches. This renders 
the ftreetd irregular, and dxtremely uneven, 
ibme parts of the city being built on the afcents, 
deicents, and fummits of the breaches. This 
city, with regard to magnitude, may be com- 
pared to one of the fecond order in Europe; 
but the unevenneff of its fituation is a great 
difadvantage to its appearand -. 

Near it are two fpacious plains ; one on the 
Ibuth, called Turu-bamba, three leagues in 
lentgth; 4nd the other on the north, termed 
Inna-Qutto, two leagues in extents Both arc 
iiiterfperfed with feats and cultivated lands, 
which gr^ly add to the profpe<'' from the city^^ 
ktujg continually covered with \a. Hr verdure. 
'-' ' ^ and 



and the neighbouring plains and hillj ulwzyn 
enamelled with flowers, there being here a per- 
petual fpring. This fcene is beautifully diver- 
fificd with urge numbers of cattle feeding on 
the eminences, though the luxuriancy of the 
foil is fuch) that they cannot confume all the 
herbage. 

Thcfe two plains contract as they approach 
the city, and at their jundion form a neck of 
land, covered with thofe eminences on which 
part of Quito ftands. It may perhaps appear 
ftrange, that notwithftand rg nvio Tiich beauti- 
ful and extenfivc plains f> -• ic neiir the city, a 
fituation fo very inconvenient /'lould be prefer* 
red to either. But thr r jginal founders ieem to 
have had lefs regard to convenience and beauty, 
than to a defire of preferving the remembrance 
of their conqueft, by building on the ilte of the 
ancient capital of the Indians, who made choice 
of fuch places for erecting their towns j proba- 
bly from their being better adapted to defence* 
Befides, the Spaniards, during the infancy of 
their conquefls, little imagined this place would 
ever increafe to its prefrnt magnitude. Quito 
was however in a much more flourifhing con- 
dition formerly than it is at preient ; the num- 
ber of its inhabitants bein^ coniiderably de- 
creafed, particularly the Indians, whole ftreeta 
of whofe huts are now forfakea, and in ruins; 

South- weft from Quito, on the neck of land 
belonr gto the plain of Turu-bamba, is an 
eminent*' ' u'led F^rjznWo^ ur the little loaf^ 
from lis ii^^re refembling a fugar-loaf. Its 
height is not above lOO fathoms, and between^ 
it and the mountains covering the eaiiern part 
of the city, is a very narrow road. From *^He; 
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f>\ith and w«ft fid^ of^he Panecillo iffue fevt^ 
j^l-ftre^nM uf ejccelknt water; zp4 from the 
jai^iijencc? of Pkhincha fcv^ral brfX)}cff floyt 
i|o^o tUebrca^es, ai^d, by nvsans of coi^uits 
^^ pipcSy, plentifully fupply the whole -cky with 

filter i^iie the remaizider, joinmg in one 
ream, forms a river called Machangara, whic^- 
^Hl^flt^ tt^e ^tiiherd par4;s pf the ci$y, and is 
l$rofled Qvejr a ilone-bridge* 

,Pi|ihiachay u^ the time pf the Yncas, waa a< 
KC^np^ and even fome fiery irruptions have 
Jeen kno>viv fincc tl^ corqueft* The rnouthv 
£)r Carter, lyas one of the pics, and the top of 
jt is j^ill (Covered with fand and calcined matter, 
.^ti^rerent qo iflrc is ejected, «or dqes thers any 
j^cike ifijue frcfoi it. IByt Cooaetunes the inha- 
Sltants are alarmed by dreadful noi(es. caufed 
^y winds confined in its bowels, which cannot 
fail of ffcalling to their minds the dreadful de- 
j^afiatioJi# iormerly cayfed by its erud^ations, 
li^i^ep the ^Jicic city, and the neighbouring 
^ountry^ were often? as it were, buried under a 
^eiugc of aftiffs> and the light of the fun totaiJy 
^iuercept^d for three or four days fucce^vely^ 
^^y inr^penetrable clouds c*f duft. In the center 
©f the plaifl of Inna-Quito, i» a ^ace called 
Rumibamba, or StQny-plain> being full of 
iferge fr^gngients of rocks ^rown thither by the 
€Je£lions of the oio^ntain. The top of Pi- 
chincha, like thofe of all the other lofty moun- 
tteins of the Andes, is covered with ice anxif 
foow, confiderable quantities of which are 
brought down to the city,, and mixed with the 
l^uurs draiik by the people of fafliion, 

'^lie pfineipal f«fuarc m Quito has four fidies, 
m om q£ w^4^ iioAda the catbcdcal^ and la 






.IJhe oppofite the epifcopal palace f dietfe'f#ftle 
k taken up with the town-houfe, and t^ 
fourth by the palace of the audience, it is 

;,Tcry fpacious, and has in the cenier jn elegant 

Mountain. It is indeed rather dts%ui-ed t<»an 
adorned by the palace of the audience, which, 

I'inftead of being kept in repair an(werable lo 
the di^t^ of the government, the greateft part 
of it has been fuiFered to tumble into rmM, 
and only a few halls and offices taken any care 
of J (o that even the front walls threaten conti- 
Ruahy to demoliih the parts now ftanding^ The 
four ftreets, terminating at the angles of the 
fquaie, are ftraight, broad, and handibme ; but 
at the diftance of three or four quadras, or 
fiacks of huildifigs, each confiding of about 
100 yardf, begin the troubleforae declivities. 
Thcfe inequalities deprive the inhabitants of the 
ufe of coaches, of any other wheel-carriage. 
Perfons of rank however, to dii%ingui(h them- 
felves, are attended by (upporting. a large um- 
brella, and ladies of quality are carried in fedan 
chairs. All the ftreets, except the four above-- 
mentioned, are crooked, and deffitute both of 
iymmetiy and order. Some of them arc croHed 
hy breaches, and the houfes ftand on the fides 
of their winding courfe and irregular projeiSti'- 
ons» Thus fome parts of the city are fituated 
in the bottom of thofe breaches, and others on 
^eir fumm(ts> The principal ftree|ts are paved, 
but the otliers not, by which mean:* they are 
almoft impailable after rain,, which is here very 
common. 

Bcfides thxr principal fquare, there are two 
•thers la Quito, and both very fpacious ; toge- 
Ihejp witl» fevcjEal othec^ thai ace fmaller. la 
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thefc the greatcft part of the convents areil^ 
,4uated, and make a very handibme appearance ; 
|the fronts and poftals of thole edifices, dedi- 
jcated to religion, being adorned with all die 
embeliiihments of architecture, particularly the 
.convent of the order of Francifcans, a ftrudkure 
yfhoWy of free-ilone, which, with the juftnefs 
,of the proportions, the difpofition of the parts, 
an^ the elegant tafte and execution of the 
^whole work, render it equal to moft of the ad- 
mired ftruiSiures in Europe. 

The principal houfes are very large, and fome 
ef them have fpacious and well-contrived apart- 
ments, though none are above one ilcyry in 
height, though feldom without a balcony to* 
wards the ftreet. Their windows however, 

{particularly thofe in the back front, are very 
ow and narrow, following in that refpedt the 
suicient cuftom of the Indians. 

The materials made ufe of in building at 
Quito, are adobes, or unburnt bricks, and clay; 
and to the making the former, the earth is fo 
well adapted, that they lift a long time, provid- 
ed they are defended from the rain. They are 
cemented or joined together by a certain adhe- 
fiye, compofition, called fangagua, a fpecies of 
mortar of uncommon hardnefs, and was ufed by 
the ancient Indians in building their houfes, 
fevcral remains of which are ftill feen near the 
city, and in many other parts of the kingdom, 
notwithftanding the remarkable inclemency of 
the, weather ; a fufficient proof of its ftrength 
and duration. 

r. The city is divided into fcven parifties ; the 
Segrario, St. Sebaftian, St. Barbaria, St. Roque^ 
St. Mark, St. F^ifca) and St. Blaise. The ca- 
., thedialf 



'^edral, befides the richnefs of its furniture. Is 
fplendidly adorned with tapeftry hangings, and 
other coftly decorations ; but in this refpeft 

'the other parifh-churches are fo mean as to have 

^*icarce neceffaries for performing divine worfhip. 
Some of them have no other pavement than 

'^t he earth, and every other particular is of a 
piece with that mark of poverty. The chapel 
of the Segrario is very large, built wholly of 
ftone, and its architecture executed in an elegant 
tafte ', nor is the difpofition of its internal parts 
inferior to the beauty of its external appear- 
ance. 

The convents of monks in Qj^iito are thofc of 
the orders of St. Auguftine, and Dominic, arid 
the Fathers of Mercy, which are the heads of 
provinces ; but befides thefe there is another of 
Francifcan Recolledts, another of Dominicans, 
and another of the Fathers of Mercy. In this 
city is alfo a college of Jefuits, with two col- 
leges for Seculars ; one called St. Lewis, of 
which the Jefuits have the direction ; and the 
other St. Ferdinand, under the care of the Do- 
minicans. In the former are twelve royal ex- 
hibitions, for the fons of Auditors, and oth^r 
officers of the crown. It is alfo an univerfity, 
under the patronage of St. Gregory. One of 
the colleges is a royal foundation, and dedicated 
to St. Thomas : the falaries of the Profeflbrs are 
paid by the Crown. Some of the chairs in this 
college may be filled by graduates, as thofe ap- 
propriated to the canon and civil law, and phy- 
iic ; but the latter has been long vacant tor 
want of a ProfefTor, though the degrees would 
be difpenfed with. The Francifcan convent 
has a college^ called San Buena Ventura^ far 
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the re%iotis of Its order ; which* though ui^er 

l^the ^mc coof with the co^veiu^ Jku3 a 4iiar6lit 

^jgovernaxentaiKjceconomy* > 

;;.^, Quito has ajfo (i^veral nunneries; as, thatpf 

ijie Gunqeption, St. Clare, St. Catherine, ^^i 

two of biM^e-footed Therefians. One of the 

latter was ojrlglnally founded ifi the town pf 

. Latacujiiga; but the .convent, together >vkh fc^je 

place itielf, heaving been deftroye^ by an eartb- 

jquake, t^e nuns removed to Quito, where they 

tave evjer {inoe continued. 

The college of Jcfuits, as well ^s all the €OJi» 

vents of monks, are very large; well-built, aijd' 

xemarkably j^Jendid, Their churches al^, tho*^ 

, Ihc archit;e£ture is not rxiodern, ar-e large, and 

magniEcently decorated) efpecially on foleit)n 

fe^ivals, when it is amazing to behold the vafb 

quantities of wrought plate, rich haijgings, and. 

codly ornaments, which greatly increafe the 

i;epuU.tion of thefe churches for Aiagnificence. 

|f thofc ^^ ^^^ nunneries do not, (^ 3iefe occa- 

^fions, exhibk theie amazing q4.iantities of rLche^y 

ikty exceed them in the elegance and delicacy 

l&f their decorations. It is qiuite otberwife Jn> 

. tjbfi parifli-churches, where poverty is confpi- 

jpious, even on the moft folemn occasions. 

liere is alio an hofpital, wkh. feparajte wards 
lor men and women V and though its revenues- 
*9Xt not large,, yet by a proper ceconomy they 
^te made to anlwer all the nece^ary expences. 
}t was formerly under the dire£uon of particular 
perfons of the cky, who, to the great detriment 
of the poor,, neglected their duty, and fome evert 
cmbea^kd part of the money received ', but it i» 
l^pw undef the cMrex^ion of the Order of our 
^}Iad| of ^thleh^m^j^ 1^ |hc qus $>f thefe 
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^hcTitvety thing has put on a dii{«fetita(pe^ 
tlihe whole convent and infirjuary having bcea 
rebuilt, and a church ere^ed, which, though 
j^ball, is very beautifuU and £ndy decora<ted» 
This order was founded in Qu^timala, ia 
America^ in the year i6a6, and the f4^kers^ 
^ave (ome years had the dire£lion of m^ny 
,.^ofpitals, and among the reft this of Quito. 
They go b^e-footed, and wear' a habit of ^ 
dark- brown colour, nearly refembling that of 
the Capuchins, which -order they alfo imitate 
in ^ving their beards. On one ftde of their 
cloak is the image of our Lady of Bethlehea^. 
They meet every fixth year to chufe a Gover- 
nor, and perforoi the ceremony altcraately at 
Mexico and Lima. i^ 

Ai»ong the courts whofe feffions are held ?t 
Quito, tbe principal is that of the Royal Au- 
dience,, eftablilhed here in the year 1563, amd' 
confifls of 9 Prefident (who i$ alfo Governor of 
the province with regard to mauers of law) 
four Auditors, who are at the fame time bot;li' 
civil and criminal judges, and a Royal Fifcal,. 
^ called, as, befides the caufes brought before 
the audience, he alfo t^kes notice of every thing 
leiatkg to the revenues of the Crown. There 
is iikewife another Fifcal, called the Frote<^or 
^f the Indians, becaufe he folicits for the^A f 
and, when injured, pleads in tbeir defence 
The jurirdi£lionof this court extends t» the ut- 
moft limits of the province, with no other ap- 
peal than to the Council of the Indies; and to 
that only in cafe of the rejedioa of a petition,, 
or flagrant injuftke. 

Next to the audience Ts the exchcqwr, ^r 
^ainber of dances ; the chief officers of which: 
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arc, an Accomptant, a Trcafurer, and a Royal 
Fifcal. The revenues paid into this coui4,* are 
the trrbutes of the Indians of this jurifdiftioni 
thofc of Otaballo, San Miguel dc Ibarra, Lata- 
' cunga, Chimbo, and Riobamba ; and alfo the 
taxes levied in thofe parts, with the produce of 
thccuftoms atBabahoyo, Yaguache, and Cara- 
col; which funis are annually diftributed, partly 
to Carthagena, and partly to Santa Martha, for 
paying the falaries of the Prefidents, Fifcals, 
Corregidors, the officers of the commandaries, 
and the Caciques of the villages, together with 
the falaries of the Priefts and Governors of 
Maynas and Quixos. 

The tribunal of Cruzada, or Croifade, has a 
CommrfFary, who is generally fomc dignitary of 
the churchi and a Treafurer, who is alfo the 
Accomptant, and through whofe hands every 
thing pafles relating to the Croifade. 

Here is alfo a treafury, for the efFefts of per- 
ions deceafed ; an inftitution long fince efta- 
blifhed in various parts of America, for receiving 
the effects of thofe whofe lawful heirs were in 
Spain, that they may be fecured from thofe ac- 
cidents to which they would, from difhonefty 
or negligence, be liable in private hands, and 
fafely kept for the perfons to whom they properly 
belong : an inftitution originally very excellent, 

• but now greatly abufed ; great defalcations be- 
ing often made in the eftates, before they are rc- 
ftored to their proper owners. 

Befides the above tribunals, here is alfo a 
Commiflary of the Inquifition, with an Alguazil 
Major, and Familiars, appointed -by that office 
at Lima. ^*^ ^ 

• ^:i^ The 
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£ The corporation confifts of a Corrc^dor, 
two ordinary Alcaldes, chofen annually, and an 
uncertain number of Regidores, Thcfe fupcr- 
intend the ele^ion of Alcaldes in this city, 
which is attended widi no fmall difturbance, 
perfons of all ranks being divided into two par- 
ties, Creoles, and Europeans, to the great detri- 
ment of private repofe, and the harmony of fo- 
cicty. This afiembly alfo nominates the Al- 
calde Major of the Indians, who muft be a Go- 
vernor of one of the Indian towns within five 
leagues of the city. When chofen, he prcfidcs 
over all the Indian Alcaldes ; but is little noore 
than an Al^uazil, or officer of the Corregidor or 
ordinary Alcaldes of the city, though originally 
invefted with much greater power. There arc 
befides, other officers, called Alcaldes de Han* 
rieros, whofe bufinefs it is to provide mules, 
&c. for travellers. Thefe are, or fhould be, all 
lubordinate to the Alcalde Major, but he has 
now very little authority over them. 7 

The chapter of the cathedral coniifb of the 
Bifhop, Dean, Archdeacon, Chanter, Ti'ea- 
furer, a Doctoral, a Penitentiary, aMagiHral, 
three Canons by prefentation, two Prebends, 
and two Demi -Prebends 5 with the following an- 
nual revenues : the Bifliop, 24,000 dollars -, the 
Dean, 2500 ; the four fucceeding Dignitaries, 
2000 each ', the Canons, 1500 each ; the Pre- 
bends, 600 each; and the Demi- Prebends, 420. 
This church was eretSted into a cathedral in 
the year 1545 ; and, among other feftivals cele- 
brated in it with amazing magnificence, thole 
of Corpus Chriili, and the Conception of our 
Lady, are remarkable ; all perfons of eminence 
affifling at them. But the flngular pomp of 
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the pwcilioii df the Haft, and dancctdrthc 
Indians at the foftivaJa, muft not he omiu^d^ 
flvery hqufe of the ftrects ihrough which the 
proquffion ^fles, is adprned with rich hangings ; 
and Ajperb triumphal arcjhes and altars are ere^- 
*4 ^ prpper ^diftances, and high(?r than the 
iioufes i on MThich, w on the ancient triumphal 
lurches, the fpeaator beholds, with admiration, 
jmmenfe quantiticp of wroughtplate and jewels, 
difpofed in (o elegant a manner as to render the 
whole more pleafing than the aftonifliing quan- 
my of riches. This fplendor, together with the 
inagJiiiicent drefles of the perfons who affift ^ 
tkc procei?|Ron, reader the whole extremely 
^n^mhcent, and the pomp and decorum aie 
^th pontinned to <he end of tlic ceremony. 

Withr^^ard jtoihc dances, it is a ciifl»m, boA 
^inoi>g the pariflies of Quito, and all thofe of the 
• mountains, for the Prieft to felea, a montih bet- 
/pne^thecele^w^ation of tbefeafts, afiumbcr of In* 
dians who 4fe t^ be.thedanceM. Tlhefe iamtedir 
#telyA)qgin to pra^ife the daoces tii^ ufed bdfore 
ittor cqnv<5rfy;jn to Ch«iftianky: tbeanuficisa 
^ipc and tal)oj, and the dances the moft extra*, 
prdioary motions, with fome aukward capers; in 
ftort, the whole not at all adapted to pieafe an 
European. Within a lew days of the folemnity, 
rt^y drefs themfelve» in a doublet, a ibirt, and 
a vinona^n's petticoat, adorned in the fineft man- 
ner poflible. Over their ftockings they wear a 
Jcind of pinked bu&ins, in which arefaftened a 
great number of little bells. Their head and 
face they cover with a kind of malk, formed of 
«b.bons of feveral colours. Dreffed in this fan- 
4aftic garb, they proudly call themfelves angels, 
*inite i^ t .^mpanies of eight or ten..and fpend the 

whole 



wliole day in roving about the ilrects, higWy 
delighted with the gingling of their bells, and 
frequently ftop and dance, to gain the applaufcs 
of an ignorant multitude, who are {gangers to 
elegant dancing. But what is really furpriling in 
theie poor people, is, that without pay, or any 
view of intcreft, unlefs they look -ipon it as a 
religious duty, they continue this exercife a 
whole fortnight before the grand feftival, and 
near it a month after, without minding ci- 
ther their labour or families ; rambling about, 
5ind dancing the whole day, without being either 
tired or difguftcd, though the number of their 
admirers daily decreafes, and the applaufc they 
firft received is changed into ridicyfc. 

The fame drefs is worn by them in other ptt>- 
ceffions, and at the bull-/eafts, when they are 
excufed from labour, and therefore highly pleaf- 
cd with them. 

Quito is very populous, and has among it* 
inhabiunta j(broc> families of high r^nk and.dit- 
tin£Uon, though their number is. but fmall, con- 
ideringits extent, the j)oorer clafa bearing here 
too great a proportion. The former are tl^e 
defcendants either gf the original conqueror^s^ 
or of Prefidents, Auditors, or other perfons of 
character, who at different times came over 
from Spain, invefted with fome lucrative poft, 
and have iliU pieferved their luftre both pf 
wealth and defcent by intermarriages, without 
intermixing with meaner families, tho* famous 
for their riches. 

The commonalty may be divided into fopr 
clafles, Spaniards or Whites, Meftizoes, Indians 
or Natives, and Negroes v the laft are not fo 
numerous* in proportion* as in other parts of 
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America ; occafioned by the inconvenience of 
bringmg them to Quito, and the different 
bfanches of agriculture being performed by In- 
dians. The Whites make up one fixfch part of 
the inhabitants; the Meftizoes a third part j 
the Indians one fixth ; and Cafts of different 
kinds one third. Thefe four claffes, according 
to the moft authentic accounts taken from the 
parifh-regifters, amount to between fifty and 
fixty thoufand perfons, of all ages, fexes, and 
rank«. Among thefe the Spaniards, who might 
be efteemed the moft eminent for riches, rank, 
and power, are, in reality, the moft poor, mifer- 
able, and diftreffed j they refufe to apply them- 
felvcs to any mechanic bufmefs, confide ring it 
as a difgrace to that quality on which they fo 
highly value themfelves, which confifts in their 
not being black, brown, or of a copper colour. 
The Meftizoes, whofe pride is regulated by 
prudence, apply themfelves to arts and trades ; 
but chufe thofe of the greateft repute, as paint- 
ing, fculpture, and the like, leaving the meaner 
fort to the Indians. They are obfcrved to ex- 
cel in all, particularly in painting and fculpture j 
in the former, a Meftizo, trailed Miguel de San- 
tiago, acquired great reputation, fomc of his 
works being ftill preferved, and highly valued ; 
while others were carried even to Rome, where 
they were honoured with the univerfal applaufes 
of the connoifleurs. They are remarkably ready 
and excellent at imitation, copying being indeed 
bcft adapted to their phlegmatic genius. And 
what renders their exquifite performances the 
more admirable, is, that they are deftittite of 
many of the inftruments and tools requifite to 
perform them with anv Aport^P' nf amtu-a/*^ Rnf 
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with thefe talents they are fo exceflivrely indo- 
lent and (loth^ul, that inftead of working, they 
linger about the ftrceu during the whole day. 
The Indians, who arc generally fhoemakers, 
bricklayers, weavers, and the like, are not more 
induflrious. Among thefe the barbers and 
phlebotomifts are the moft acSlive and tradable, 
being, in their refpe£live callings, equal to the 
moft expert hands in Europe. The flioemakers, 
on the other hand, diftinguifh themfelves by 
fuch fupinenefs and floth, that you have often 
no other way left to procure the (hoes you have 
befpoke, than to procure materials, fcizc on the 
Indian, and lock him up till they are finished. 
This is indeed partly owing to a wrong cuftom 
of paying for th^ work before it is done j for as 
foon as the Indian has go: the money, he fpends 
it all in chica, a very intoxicating kind of beer, 
made of maize, fo that while the money lafts 
he is never fober j and it is natural to think that 
he will not afterwards be cafily perfuaded to 
won for what he has fpent. 

The men, whether Creoles, Spaniards, or 
Meftizoes, are well-made, of a proper ftature, 
and of a lively, agreeable countenance. The 
Indians, both men and women, are generally 
low, but well-proportioned, and very ftrongj 
but often defedive in the limbs or fenfes. 

The youths of family are here inftru£led in 
philofophy and divinity, and fome proceed to 
the ftudy of the civil law, but follow that pro- 
felHon with reluctance. In thefe fciences they 
(hew a great deal of judgment and vivacity, 
but are very deficient in hiftorical and political 
knowledge, as well as other fciences, which 



imnrove the human underftandino-. and 

» • " - — -g — 



rarrxt t«> 

^— ■» ' J. li. 



to 



4 



to a c^rtilti ^^ttc of pcrfciSion not otTicrwifc 
attainaWtf. Tnls is hov^evcr iHcir misror^unc, 
n6t their fa\j!t ^ arifingfrom the want of proper 
perfbns to infti'uflt them : for Mrith regard to 
thofc wl16 vifit this country on commercial af- 
fairs, iht\i minds have generally another turn, 
aftd their whole time is devoted to the acquifi- 
ti6h of ricWes. Thus after fcvcn or eight years 
of fcholaftlc inftruftion, their knowledge is very 
limited, though endued with geniufcs capable of 
making the greateft progrefe in the fciences. 

The only employment of perfons of rank, 
nbt ecddiaftics, is to vifit from time to time 
their f^rms or chacaras, where they refide 
diiring the time of harveft ; but very few of 
them ever apply themfelves to commerce, indo- 
lently permitting that lucrative branch to be 
pOiTefTed entirely by the Europeans, who travel 
abbut the country, and piirfue their intereft 
vAth remarkable afliduity. Some few Creoles 
ahd Meftizoes have however fo far overcome 
their indolent difpofitions as to keep (hops in 

the city. 

The want of proper employments, together 
with the floth fb natural to the inhabitants of 
this country, and the great negledl of education 
irf the common people, are the natural parents 
of that fondriefs, fo remarkable in thefe parts, 
fdr balls and entertainments ; and thefe at 
Quito are not only very frequent, but carried to 
fuch a degree of licentioufnefs and audacity as 
cannot be thought of without deteftation ; not 
to mention the many tumults and quarrels 
which thence derive their origin. But fuch 
brutal ailions'may be confidered as the natural 
confcquences of the enormbus quantities of 

rum 



ram and chkha drank on thcfe occalion^ It 
muft however beobierved that noperfon of any 
rank or cliarader is ever fcen at thefe meet<^ 
ings, their aii'emblres being conducted with the 
ftri£^eft decency and decorum. 

One of the common liquors drank in this 
country is mate, which anlwers to the tea* of 
^tiina, but prepared and drank in a different 
maiuier. It is made from an herb called Para- 
guay, from its growing in that country. Some 
of it ;s put into a calabaih tipped with filver, 
with a fufllcienc quantity of iugar, and fome 
cold water to macerate it. After it has conti- 
nued fome time in this manner, the cuiaba(h is 
filled with water, and the herb being reduced to 
a powder, they drink the liquor through a pipe 
fixed in the calabaihr^ and having a drainer be- 
fore the end of it. In this manner the calabaih 
is filled feveral times with water and freih fup- 
plies of fugar, till the herb fuiks to the bottom, 
a fufficient indication that a fiefh quantity is 
wanting. It is ^fo ufual to fqueeze into the 
liquor a few drops of th^^ juice of lemon or Se- 
ville orange, mixed with fome perfumes from 
odoriferous ftowers. This is their ufual drink 
in a morning, and many drink it alio in the af- 
ternoon. No doubt but the liquor is agreeable; 
but the manner of drinking it is certainly very- 
indelicate, the whole company drinking fuc- 
ceflively through the fame pipe, and thus the 
mate is carried feveral times round the company, 
ttll all are fatisfied. 

There is no vice to which idlcnefs is not a 
preliminary ; nor is floth ever unaccompanied 
with fome vice or other. What then muft be 
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greateft part of the people have no work, em- 
ployment, or calling, to take up their thoughts, 
nor any idea of intellef^ual entertainment. And 
hence the deftru6tive vices of gaming and 
drunkennefs derive their origiq. Both arc 
equally common here ; for virith regard to the 
former, people of rank and opulence have led 
the way, and their example has been univerfally 
followed) to the deflru^ion of numberlefs fa- 
milies, i' , 

Tho' Quito cannot be compared to the other 
cities in South America, for riches, yet it is far 
removed from poverty. It appears, from many 
particulars, to have been in a much more flou- 
rifhing flate ; but at prefent, though it has many 
iubftantial inhabitants, yet few of them are of 
diiiinguiflied wealth, which, in general, con- 
fifts of landed eflates, though the value of their 
produce is not at all equal to their extent. But 
the commerce it produces, though fmall, is con- 
tinual 'f and therefore it may with juftice be 
faid, that if the city be not famous for its riches, 
it is not remarkable for its po erty. 

To form a right judgment of the air at Quito, 
expferiehce muft be made ufe of to correct the 
errors that would arife from mere fpeculation ; 
as without that unerring guide, or the informa- 
tion of hiftory, who would imagine that in the 
center of the torrid zone, or rather under the 
equino6lial, not only the heat is very tolerable, 
but that'cven, in fome parts, the cold is painful ; 
while others enjoy all the delights and advan- 
tages of a perpetual fpring, their fields being al- 
ways covered with verdure, and enameJkd with 
flowers of the moft lively colours. The mild- 
nefs of the climate, free from the extremes of 
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cold and heat, and the conftant equality of the 
days and nights, which uninformed reafon 
would, from its fituatton, conclude to be unin- 
habitable, pleafant and fertile : nature has here 
fcattered her bleilings with To liberal a hand, 
that this country furpafles thofe of the temperate 
zones, where the viciifitudes of winter and 
fummer, and the change from heat to cold, 
caufe the extremes of both to be more fenfibly 
felt. ■ 

The method taken by nature to render this 
country a delightful habitation, confifts in an 
aflemblage of circumftances, of which, if any 
were wanting, it would be either utterly unin- 
habitable, or fubje<a to the greateft inconve- 
niencies. But by this extraordinary aflemblage, 
the efFed of the rage of the fun is averted, and 
the heat of that glorious planet moderated. 
The principal circumftance in this aflemblage, 
is its elevation above the furface of the fea, or 
rather of the whole earth ; and thus not only 
the reflection of the heat is diminished, but by 
the elevation of this country the winds are more 
fubtile, congelation more natural, and the heat 
abated. Thefe are fuch natural eff^ecSts as muft 
doubtlefs be attributed to its fituation ; and i% 
the only circumftance, from which fuch prod^r 
gies of nature, as are obferved here, can pro- 
ceed. In one part are mountains of a ftupen- 
dous height and magnitude, having their fum- 
mits covered with fnow i in another, volcanos 
flamine within, while their tops arc involved in 
ice. The plains are temperate, the breaches 
and vallej^s hot, and the fides of the mountains 
cold, i bus, according to the fituation of the 
country, all the variety of temperatures poffihle 
Vol. III. G to 
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to be conceived between the two extremes of 
h6at and cold, are experienced. 

Qiiito is (o happily fituated, that neither the 
beat nor cold are troublefome, though the exr 
tremes of both may be felt in the neighbour- 
hood. But what renders this equality ftill more 
delightful is, that it is conftant throughout the 
whole year, the difFcrence between the feafon? 
beii^g fcarce perceivable. The mornings are 
cool, the remainder of the days warm, and 
the nights of an agreeable temperature. Hence 
the reafon is plain, why the inhabitants of 
Quito make no difference in their drefs dup- 
ing the whole year; fome wearing filks, or 
. light fluffs, at the fame time others are dreffed 
iif garments of fubftantial cloth ; and the former 
as little incommoded by the cold, as the latter 
by the heat. 

The wind$ are healthy, and blow continu- 
ally, but never with any violence. Their ufual 
fituations are north and fouth ; though they 
fometimes (hift to other quarters without any 
regard to the feafon of the year. Their incef- 
fant blowing, notwithftanding their frequent 
variations, preferves the country from any vio- 
lent or even difagreeable impreffions o^ the rays 
of the fun. So that, were it not for fome dif- 
agreeable circumftances, this country might be 
confidered as the mod happy fpot on the whole 
earth. But when thefe are known, all its beau- 
ties feem concealed under the cloud of iiiiap- 
pointmcnt: for here are dreadful tempefts of 
thunder and lightning, and ftill more dreadful 
earthquakes, which often furprize the inhabi- 
tants in liic miau or iccuiny, auc wiiwa- 
morning, and generally till two in the after- 
< , ' . noon, 
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noon, the \<'eather is extremely delightful^ a 
bright fun, with a ferene and clear fky, are 
commonly feen j but afterwards the vapours be- 
gin to thicken, the whole atmofphere is filled 
with thick clouds, which bring on fuch fhock- 
ing tempefts of thunder and lightning, that all 
the neighbouring mountains tremble, and the 
city too often feels their dreadful efFeds. Laft- 
Jy, the clouds difcharge 'hfemfclves in fuch im- 
petuous torrents of rain, that in a very (hort 
time the ftreets appear like rivers, and the 
fquares, though fituated on a flope» like lakesi 
This dreadful fcene generally continues till 
near fun-fet, when the weather clears up, and 
nature again appears as beautiful as in the 
morning. Sometimes indeed the rains conti- 
nue all night, and they have been known to laft 
three or four days fucceffively ; and, on the con- 
trary, three or four days of fine weather fome* 
times fuccced one another. 

The dillincVion between winter and fummet 
confifts in a very minute dilFerence. The inter- 
val between September and April is called the 
winter-feafon, and the other months compofc 
the fummer. In the former, the ralps generally 
prevail; and in the latter, pretty long intervals 
of very fine weather are cohimon : but when- 
ever the rains are difcontinued for above a fort- 
night, the inhabitants are in the utmoft con- 
fternation, and public prayers are offered up for 
their return. On the contrary, when they con- 
tinue any confiderable time without intermiffi- 
on, the like fears return, and the churches are 
again croudedjwith fupplicants for obtaining 
nne weather. For a long drought there is pro- 
dudive of dangerous diftempers j and a conti- 
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nual rain, without any intervals of funrihine, 
deftroys the fruits of the earth : thus the inha- 
bitants are under a continual anxiety. 

Earthquakes cannot be confidered as lefs ter- 
rible than any of the former, and if not fo com- 
mon as in other cities of America, yet they are 
too frequent, and very often violent, hardly a 
year pafling without one or two being felt, many 
houfes thrown down, ^nd their inhabitants bu- 
ried under their ruins. 

The perennial beautv and pleafantnefs of the 
country round the city of Quito, can hardly be 
equalled in any other part of the known world : 
the equal temperature of the air exempts it from 
thofe fenfible changes, whereby the plants and 
trees are dripped of their ornaments and ver- 
dure, their vegetative power checked, and them- 
felves reduced to a torpid inactivity. The fer- 
tility of this country? if fully defcribcd, would 
appear to many incredible, if the confideratioft 
of the equality and benignity of the climat« did 
not inforce its probability. For both the degrees 
of cold and h?at art here fo happily determined, 
that the tDoifture continues, and the earth fcl- 
dom fails of being cheriflied by the fcrtilifing 
beams of the fun fome part of every day ; and 
therefore it is no wonder that this country 
Ihould enjoy a greater degree of fertility, than 
thofe where the fame caufes do not concur ; 
efpecially if we confider that there is no fenfible 
difference throughout the year j fo that the 
fruits and beauties of the feveral feafons are here 
feen at the fame time. The curious European 
obfervcs, with a pleafing admiration, that while 

r 1 ^t.- .f aU^ Cim\Jk ^rtt (r%Atr\n /\t-k«>rc r\f t\\f 
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fame kind ar« fpringing up i and while fome 
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flowers are lofing their beau^ others are blow- 
ing, to continue the enameJled profpei^. When 
the fruits of the earth have obtained their ma- 
turity, and the leaves begin to change their co- 
lour, freih leaves, blofToms, and fruits, are feen 
in their proper gradations, in ftze and ripenefs, 
on the fame tree. 

The fame incefTant fertih'fy is confpicuous^in 
the corn, both reaping and fowing being carried 
on at the fame time. The corn recently fown is 
coming up ; that which has been longer in the 
earth is in its blade ; and the more advanced 
begins to bloiTom. So that the declivities of 
the neighbouring hills exhibit, at one Angle 
view, all the beauties of the four feafons. 

Though all this is generally feen, yet there 
IS a particular time for the grand harvei)-. But 
fometimes the moft favourable feafon for fowing 
in one place, is a month or two after that of an- 
other, though their diflance does not exceed 
three or four leagues ; and the time for fowing 
another fpot at the fame diftance, not then ar- 
rived. Thus in different fpots, fometimes in 
one and the fame di(lri(5t, fowing and reaping 
are performed throughout the whole year ; the 
forwardnefs or latenefs of the feafon naturally 
arifing from the different fituations, as moun- 
tains, rifirtg -grounds, plains, valleys, and 
breaches 5 for the temperature being different 
in each, the times for performing the feveral 
operations of hufbandry, niuft be different 
alfo. 

The remarkable fertility of the foil is natural- 
ly productive of a great plenty of fruits and 
corn of various kinds, anfl^at the fame time 
renders them perfcdly ^d ; and this is evident 
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from the delicac|./i>f ttllr blief^^veal, mutton> 
pork) aind poultry of Quito. Here is alfo wheat 
bread in fufficient plenty ; but the Indian wo- 
men, who generally make it, being ignorant of 
the beft methods, it is not equal to that of Eu- 
rope. This hpwever is hot owing to the wheat, 
which is excellent, and the brfcad made in pri- 
vate houfes <equal to any in the known world. 
The beef, which is remarkably fine, is fold in 
the market for 2 s. 3d. fterling the quarter of a 
hundred, and the buyer has the liberty of chuf- 
ing what part he pleafes. Mutton is fold by the 
half or quarter of the fheep^ and when fat, and 
in its prime, the whole carcafe is worth about 
3 s. Other fpecies of provifions are fold by the 
Jump, withovit weight or meafure, and the price 
regulated by cuftom. 

Thcfe various produ£lions, together with its 
manufadlurts, are the lources of the commerce 
of Quito, which is principally carried on by 
liluropeans, fome of whom are fettled here, and 
Others come occafionally. The latter purchafe 
the country ^oods, and fell thofe of Europe, 
The manufactures of this province are cottons, 
bays, ahd cloths, all which find a good market 
at Lima, for fupplying all the inland provinces 
of Peru. The returns are made partly in filver, 
and partly in wine, brandy, oil, copper, tin, 
lead, and q,uickfilver. The mafters of the 
manufadtures either fell their goods to the tra- 
ders, or employ them as fadlors to difpoie of 
them. 

On the arrival of the galleons at Carthagena, 

thefe traders refort thither, to purchafe Europe- 

-.an goods, which, at their return, they confign 

to their correfpondents all over the province. 






• The products of the earth arc chiefly con- 
famed within the province, except tUt wheat, 
part of which is fcnt to Guayaquil. This track 
would admit of being greatly enlarged, were 
Hot the freights fo cxceffively high, which 
raifcs the price fo prodigioufly, that the factors 
at Guayaquil cannot fell it to any advantage in 
countries where it is fcarce. 

The ccaft of New Spain fupp'ics this pro- 
vince with indigo, of which there is a very con«i* 
fiderable confumption at the manufadtories, 
blue being the general colour thefe people af- 
fect in their apparel. Thcv alfo import, by-way 
of Guayaquil, iron and Itccl from Europe and 
the coaft of Guatimala; and though it fetches 
fo high a price, that a quintal of iron fells for 
above lOO dollars, and the fame quantity of 
fteel for above 150, there is a continual demand 
for it, in order to fupply the peafants vith the 
lieceflary inftruments of agriculture. But is it 
rtot really aftonifhing, that the inhabitants of 
QviLo fiiould give fuch a prodigious price for 
iron, when they nfiight be furnifhed with it in 
their own province, at a very fmall exr:encc; 
there being vaft quantities of the ore at Cuenca, 
the veins- (hewing themfelves in fome of the 
breaches of the mountains, though the mwie has 
rtever been opened, nor any experiments made 
to afcertain the richnefs of the ore ? 

• The inland, or reciprocal commerce, confifts 
in the confumption of the produ6tions of one 
jurifcli6lion in another ; and is a ronftant in- 
centive to inJuftry among the inhabitants of the 
villages, and lower clafs of people, Thofe of 
the jurifdi£tion of Chimbo purchafe cotton, 
cloth, and bays, which they fell again at Guay- 
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aquil, and bring thence falt-fifli and cotton ; 
the latter, after being wove in the looms of 
Quito, is again fent to Guayaquil. 

This trade in the manufaaories of the coun- 
try, is attended with very confiderable profit to 
the traders, and advantage to the country j as 
all the poor pe<iple, who arc remarkably nu- 
merous, and manv perfoiis of fubftance, wear 
the goods manufactured in the country j thofe 
of Europe being (o prodigioufly dear, that 
only Spaniards of large fortunes, and perfons of 
the greateft diftinaion, can afford to purchafe 
them. And to this trade is principally owing 
the happy ftate of the province : the mafters 
and traders foon acquiring fortunes, and the 
fervants and dependants are contented with the 
fruits of their induftry. 

Qiiito hes in the lat. of o. 13. 33. S. long, 
77. 49. 56. W. 

QuiVA, a province in California, in North 
America, very thin of inhabitants, and thofe 
very barbarous. It is Ittle known, but lies 
between 30. and 35. degrees of northern lati- 
tude. 

Qyixos, a government in the province of 
Quito, in Peru, bounded on the north by Po- 
payan ; on the fouth and wefl by the govern- 
ment of Quito J and on the eaft by the river 
Aquarico. It was difcovered by Gonzalo Dias 
de Pineda, in the year 1536, who was appoint- 
ed by Scbaftian de Belalcazar, to go on difco- 
?erics in thofe parts, which he performed with 
the greatefl care and difpatch j and finding it to 
abound in gold, and caflia trees, he returned 
with a particular account to his commander. 
The conqucft was however deferred till the 
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year 1549, when the Marquis de Cancte, Vice- 
roy of PerU) gave a commiifion to Gil Ramires 
d'Avalos, a man of undaunted courage in re- 
ducing the Indians, and fettlfr? countries, 
ivhen his own intcrcft was confultcd. Accord- 
ingly he undertook, and accompliihed the tafk» 
founding Baeza, the capital of the government, 
in the year 1559, and foon after feveral other 
towns and villages, moft df which arc ftill ex- 
ifting* but very Tittle improved horn their origin^- 
al ftate. 

The inhabitants of this government are 
obliged to be continually on their guard againft 
the wild Indians, who frequently commit de- 
predations in their villages and plantations, 
Thefe Indians are very numerous, confiding of 
many nations, and are fo difperfed all over the 
country, that every village is under continual 
apprehenfions : and when an adion happens 
between the inhabitants and the Indians to the 
advantage of the former, all they gain by it is a 
few prifoners, no booty being to be had from a 
people, who live without any fettlrment, and 
make no account of thofe things in which the 
bulk of mankind place their happinefs. Their 
method in thefe incurflons, is to fteal up to the 
Spanifli fettlements, after an interval of appaW 
rent quiet and fubmiilion, and when they havtf 
rcafon to think the Spaniards are ofFtheir guard 5 
and, if their ftratagem fucceeds, fall immediately 
to plundering, and retire with the greateft pre- 
cipitation. This perpetual danger may alfo be 
reckoned among the caufes which have hitherto 
kept the country in fuch low circumftances* " 

The temperature of this government is very 
hot and moift, the rains being almoft continual. 
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The country Is covered with thick woods, and 
in feme parts are trees of a prodigious magni- 
tude. In the fouthern parts of the jurifdi^iion is 
the canella, or cinnamon-tree, and great quan- 
tities of the bark are every year fent into the 
neighbouring provinces. It is not equal in fla- 
vour to that of Ceylon, in the £a(t Indies, 
perhaps for want of knovving the true method 
of preparing it ; but refembles it in every parti- 
cular ; the fmell, colour, and appearance, both 
externafly and internally, being the fiune. The 
leaf is alfo the fame, and has all the delicate 
fmell of the bark ; but the flowers and feed 
fiirpafs even thofe of Ceylon. The plains pro- 
duce great quantities of gratn^ fruits, and 
roots. 
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RADNOR, a fmall town of Philadel- 
phia county, in Penfylvania ; it is well- 
built, very pleafantly fituated, and contains 
about 80 families. Here is a congregation of 
^the cl)urch of England.. It was originally 
called Amftel, by the Dutch, who began build^ 
ing here. 

Rancagua, a jurifdiiftion in the kingdom 

of Chili, in South America. It owes its name 

to the inhabitants living in fmgle houfes, with- 

.out the appearance of a village, every family in^ 

tlieir lonely cottage, four, fix, or more leagues 
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ftom each other. It is not howtver witlioiit a 
kind of capital, confiftine; of about 50 houfes^ 
snd between 50 and 60 famih>s, moft of them 
Meftizoes, though their call is not at all per- 
ceivable by their complexion. The whole ju- 
rifdi^ion is fuppofcd to contain about 1000 fa- 
milies, Spaniards, Meftizoes, and Indians. 

Rappahanock River, a large river ot 
Virginia, in North America, rifing in a low, 
marfhy ground, at the foot of the blue ridge of 
the Apalachian mountains ; and after a courfe 
of about 13b miles falls into Chcfapeak-bay, in 
".^- 37- 35- N. ft is very broad, deep, and na- 
vigable, above 40 miles from its mouth. 
.Rappahanock, County of, adivifionof 
Virginia, fometimes called EflTex-county. It 
lies on the banks of the river of the fame namc^ 
and contains 140,920 acres, an^. three parifhes. 
Part of the great fwamp or bog, called Dragon^ 
fwamp, lies in this county. It is 60 miles long^ 
and covered with briarsand thorns, which af- 
ford a fecure retreat for wild beads, the plac^ 
being almoft inacceffible to the inhabitants. 
The fouth fide of this county is watered by a 
navigable river, called Mattapayne, the weftern 
branch of York river. 

Rarjtan River, a fine, navigable river of 
New Jerfey, falling into Sandy-hook bay. The 
town of Perth- Amboy ftands at its mouch. See 
Perth-Amboy. 

Rattan Island. See Ruatan Island! 

Reads Bay, a road for fliips in the ifland 
ot aarbadoes, about mid-way between Hole- 
town and Speight*s-town. It is about half a 
mile over, but more in de .th. Ships may an- 
cbor here very fafcly, there being from fix to 
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twelve fathom water, the ground a foft buze, 
and be defended from all winds, except the 
Weft, which blows right into the bay. Lat. 
1^. 7. long. 59. 47. W. 

Reading, a pretty, populous, well-built 
town in the county of Middlefcx, in New- 
England, commodioufly fituated on the banks 
of a large lake, and has two mills, one for 
grinding corn, and the other for fawing deal- 
boards, large quantities of which arc fcnt to the 
Weft India iilands. Lat. 42. 12. N. long. 71. 
aj. W. 

Real EGO, a town in the province of Nica- 
ragua, in New Spain, fituated in a plain, on the 
caftern bank of a river of the fame name, near 
its influx into the South-fea, 30 miles north- 
weft of Leon, to which it ferves as an harbour. 
The river at this town is deep and capacious, 
capable of receiving 200 fail oj (hips ; and the 
frips intended for the South feas were fome 
years ago built here. There are large en- 
trenchments for defending the town, and very 
line docks for building and repairing fbips ; but 
ihfi place has fuftered confideiably from the 
Buccaneers. It is a pretty large town, has three 
churches, and an hofpital, furrounded by a very 
line garden j but the place is fickly, from the 
creeks and ftinki.ig fwamps in its neighbour- 
hood. Its chief trade is in pitch, tar, and cord- 
age, for which it is the moft noted place in all 
]$pani(h America. The a 'iacent country is 
well watered with rivers, whereof that which 
runs into the harbour has eight bjatiches, 
whereby goods are carried to and from the vil- 
lages, farmij, and lugar- plantations, belonging 
to the inhabitants of Leon, and other cov/iip. 

Dumpier 
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Dampier fays, the land here is the mod remark- 
%ble of any on all the coaft, there being a high 
burning mountain, called the Old Volcano, fe- 
ven leagues up the country, and msy be (ecn 
twenty leagues at Tea. The creek which leads 
to Leon is on the fouth-eaft fide of the harbotir; 
but the lands on both fides of it are fo low, that 
they are overflowed every tide, and fo thick with 
mangrove trees, as to be almoft impaflTable. The 
port however is the moft frequented by (hip- 
ping of any between Acapulco and Panama, 
ihips coming to it from all parts of the South- 
feas. At the mouth of the harbour is an ifland 
which breaks off the fea, and renders it fafe and 
commodious. This ifland, by lying in the 
mouth of the harbour, forms two channeh ; but 
that on the north-weft fide is much the beft. 
Lat. 12. 17. N. long. 87. 36. W. ad T 

Rehoboth, a town in Briftol-county^ 4n 
New England, fettled about 120 years ago, by 
a number of £ngli(h families, who being 
ftreightened for room at Weymouth removed hi- 
ther, and called the place Rehoboth,. but is fre- 
quently known by that of Saconet, its Indi»n 
name. It is a large, populous town, of a cir jar 
'form,ftanding in the middle of a plain, an ! about 
a mile and ahalf in diameter, having the church, 
the minifter*s houfe, and the fchool, ia the cen- 
ter. It is a very thriving place, and the town 
of Attleborough, to the north of it, has grown 
out of the increafe of its inhabitants. 

Repulse Bay. See Wales, North. 

Reyes, Angra de los, a town in the 
captainfhip of Rio de Janeiro, in Brafil, 37 
miles weft of the city of Rio de Janeiro. It is 
fituatei on the coaft, at the bottom of a fmall 
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bay, in the mouth of which arc two Idzrids^ 
pne called Grande, and the other Upaya. It it 
but a fmall place, confifting of about lOO houfes, 
built of clay, and covered with palmetto leaves ; 
together with two churches, ind a Francifcan 
monaftery. 

Rey, Capitania pel, a captainfliip of 
^rafil, or, according to others, a province of. 
Paraguay. It extends itfelf along the eaftern 
coafts&f the latter, from the captainfliip of St. 
Vincent, to the mouth of the Rio de la Plata, 
or from 26 to 35 degrees of fouth latitude, and 
about four degrees in breadth. It has no place 
of any note ; and the country itfelf is but poorly 
inhabited, either by the natives or the Portu- 
guefe. Indeed the latter made fuch dreadful ha- 
.vock of the former, that they almoft depopulated 
the whole country, and the few that remained 
retired farther into Paraguay, to avoid their in- 
human cruelty. 

. Rhode Island,' a fmall ifland in the riveir 
Delaware, in Newcaftle-county, inPenfylvania, 
i^ppofite a petty village, called St. George. 

Rhode Island, the third, and fmallcft of 
the provinces which compofe New England, 
lying ofF Mount Hope. It confifts of a fmall 
ifland of that name, and the old plantation of 
Providence. It i a diftincSl: government, by 
virtue of a charter granted by King Charles lU 
The ifland, whence the province has its name, 
lies In Narrhaganfet bay, and is about 15 or 16 
miles in length, and 4 or 5 in breadth. Its firft 
inhabitants were thofe that were baniihed from 
Bofton, in the. year 1639 ; and was for fome 
years the general afylum for fuch as fufFered 
hom tlie fpirit of perfecution. Thofe whom 
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Mr. Neale calls the fe£iark9, Wfre fuch at 
c^ufed the covenant of grace, and on that ac- 
count were perfeeuted by thofe who held the 
;co?enant of works ; and there were for many 
years great contentions between them and their 
neighbours, the Maflachufets. But fmce there 
have been two churches in the ifland, the one 
Prefbyterian, and the other according to the 
Church of England, they are tolerably good 
jieighbours. 

Rhode Ifland Is, with jufticc, called the Pa- 
.radifeof New England, for the fruitfulntfs of 
the foil, and the temperatenefs of the climate; 
which, though not above 60 miles foiith of 
Bofton, is much warmer in the winter, and, be- 
ing furrounded by the ocean, is not fo much 
afFeded by the land-breeaes as the towns oft 
the continent are. There is a very confider- 
abie trade carried on from hence to the fugar* 
colonies, with butter and cheefe, horfes,.flieepy 
beef, pork, tallow, timber, frames for houfes, 
&c. The pleafantneft of the ifland invited fo 
many planters hither, that it was in a few years 
overftocked, and fome of them were obliged to 
return to the continent, where they purchafed 
a trait of land, now covered with the towns of 
Providence and Warwick. It is iiideed no 
wonder that this province (hould be fo well 
peopled, if we confider its happy fituation for 
trade, the goodnefs of its climate, and that 
there has been for fome years an unlimited free- 
dom of religion. 

RiCHLiEu Islands, a clufter of iflands in 
the river St. Laurence, about 12 leagues above 
the town of the Three Rivers, and where the 
goveniment of Montreal begins. There are 
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near an hundred of theto, forming a kind of 
Archipelago, ferving as a retreat to the wild In- 
dians. They abound with a variety of game, 
particularly the mu/k-rat, which they hunt in 
the month of April. Lat. 46, 22. N. lone, 

71. 7. W. , . 

^ RiCHLiEu, Fort, a fmall fortification burit 
by the French, on the north bank of the river 
Sorrel, at its influx into the river St. Lau- 
rence, oppofite the iflands of Richlieu above- 
dlpfcribed, 

Richmond County, a diftria of the pro- 
y^nce of New- York, confifting of Staten 
Ifland. See Staten Island. 

RiOBAMBA, a jurifdiaion in the province of 
Quito, joining on the N. to the AiHento of La- 
tacunga j its capital is a town of the fame name. 
The produaions and manufeaures of this pro- 
vince excel all the reft of the provinces of Peru. 
Several parts of it alfo are full of mines of gold 
and filver, fomc of them remarkably rich ; the 
ore of it being found by eflay to contain 80 
marks of filver per cheft ; a very aftoniihing 
circumftance, the ufual produce in thofe called 
rich mines being only 8 or 10 marks per cheft, 
each cheft containing 50 quintals of ore. This 
is really the cafe with the mines of Potofi and 
Lipes, though after the expence of carrying the 
ore to other places, in order to its being refined, 
and other incidental charges, the profits are con- 
fiderably large. Indeed the whole country is 
full of mines, fo that the inhabitants, with an 
mduftrious turn of thought, might extraa as 
large quantities of^old and filver from them, as ' 
thcfe which have rendered the fouthern pro- 
virxcsfo opulent. But they feem to be intimidated 
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hy an api^rehenfton of the difficulties that nuift 
attend an attempt to open thefe mines $ which 
are thought fo great, that when a perfon ejr* 
prefTes his inclination of working fome mine, 
his neighbours do a^ in their power to divert 
him from his purpofe ; and if they cannot Suc- 
ceed ill this, they fly from him as if they were 
afraid of catching the infeflion. It is therefore 
no wonder that thefe mhies, though in all ap* 
pearance remarkably rich, ihould be neg1e£ted, 
and no perfon found defirous of reaping the vaft 
advantages that would doubtlefs refult from 
working them, 

Rio Grandb, a captainlhip in Brafi], 
bounded on the north by that of Siara ; on the 
fouth by that of Parayba ; on the eaft by the 
Atlantic ocean ; and on the weft by feveral na- 
tions of wild Indians. The natives call this 
country Porigi, or Polingi ; but Portuguefe 
Rio Grande, from one of the la. o ..^ rivers run- 
ning through it, difcharging its waters into the 
ocean between Punta Negro, and the fortrefs of 
Tres Rcys. The government is divided into 
three parts, and take their name from three 
difr'ercnt rivers running through the captainfhip, 
viz. Cunhao, Goyana, Mumphobu, and Polig- 
ni. It is but poorly peopled, either by Portu- 
guefe or natives ; and, except about 1 00 fbldiers 
in the fortrefs of Tres Reys, or the Three 
Kings, there ^re very few of the former, and 
thefe live in a neighbouring village, keeping 
two or three fugar-mills at work, and cultivate a 
few plantations and arms, where they breed a 
confidcrable number of iheep. The natives 
^c hardly more numerous, the Portuguefe hav- 
ing 
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mg made fuch havock of ihefk in tjlell^ 
foniier wars, that the reft chofe rather W^ 
abandon their country, than live tinder fucb^ 
cruel and tyrannical mafters. The fort oft 
Tres Rc^eslies in the lat. of 5. 32. S. long. 
35* 5®* *^» 

Rio Grande, a large rivet in Brafil, front* 
whence the above captainihip has its name. It^ 
has however no claim to the pompous title, 
though it has water enough near its mouth toi, 
bear (hips of confiderable bulkj but its entrance, 
if we may believe the Portuguefe, is difficult 
and dangerous, though wide and deep enough 
farther in. The French, after they abandoned 
Rio de Janeiro, uftd to frequent Rio Grande, 
being in friendfliip with the natives, whcsm thef 
called Petiguazes, and who lived on its banks. 
But the Portuguefe, then in pofleffipn of Pa- 
rayba, being jealous of having fuch neighbours, 
ordered the Crovernor to drive them out, which 
was accordingly done, about the year 1601, 
and foon after they built the fort of Tres Reys, 
at the mouth of the river, to prevent their re- 
turning for the future. The territory W3S af- 
terwards ere^ed into a captainfhip, under a pe- 
culiar Governor, and now holds the tentb rank 
among thofe of Brafil i though it has only the 
above fort for its defence, and near it a fmall 
village called Natal. The other four rivers have 
nothing remarkable, except that the Cunaho is 
navigable by boats and barges. The country, 
though far lefs remarkable for its riches than 
what the Portuguefe reprefent it, has plenty 
of fifh and wild fowl, particularly the for- 
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Rio db Janeiro, a famous river of Brafil, 
fAinning from the north, and falling into the 
ocean a littfc to the weft of Cape Frio., i|i the 
lat. of 22. 30. S. 

, Rio D£ jANEiAOy a captainfhip of Brafil, 
fo cal!ed from the river above-mentioned, which 
runs through the middle of it. It is bounded 
on the north by the government of Efpiritu 
Santo, and by that of St. Vincent on the fouth ; 
the Atlantic ocean terminates it. on the eaft^ 
and feveral nations of unconquered Indians oxv 
the weft. The natives called this country and 
river by the name of Ganabara, and.the 
French, who attempted to mak& a fcttJement 
here, continued the appellation $ but the Portu^ 
guefe, on their becoming matters of the coun- 
try, called it Rio de Janeiro, which is the only 
name it is now known by. At the moath of 
the river, on the eaft fide, is the fort of Santa 
Cruz ; and on the weft that of St. Jago, toge- 
ther with the city of St. Sebaftian, its capital. 

The rivers in this captainfliip are but few, 
and not remarkable for their laigenefs, except 
that from which it has its name ; though this 
is rather a ^ulph or bay than a river, as the wa- 
ter in it is ialt. Two pretty large rivers indeed 
difcharge themfelves into it, but their waters 
are not at all fufficient for the capacious bay 
which is called Rio de Janeiro. The banks of 
the two rivers above-mentioned have many vil- 
lages of the natives. At the .nouth of the Rio 
de Janeiro are feveral fmall iflands. which ren- 
der the entrance both difficult and dangerous* 
and it is furrounded with hiils of a moderate 
.height. At fomc diftance from the entrance is 
a ftreight, haying on the weft fide of it, a py- 
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ramjpJical rock; to which the French gave the 
name of Butter/-Pot ; and a little higher up, 
another rock, about 120 yards in compafs, call- 
ed the Rake. Above this rock is an ifland, 
about half a league incompafs, furrounded wi!h 
iunken rocks to fuch a diftance, that a (hip can- 
not come within cannon-fhot of it, and confe- 
quently is verv ftrong by nature. Nor can even 
fmall barges land on any part of it, except a 
fmall haven facing the continent. The ifland 
has two mountains ; one at each extremity^ 
and in the middle of it a rock about 60 feet 
high. 

Rio Real, a river of Brafil, running almoft 
parallel with that of St. Francis, div-ding the 
captainlhip of Seregipe from that of Todos Jos 
Santos, and falling into the ocean 41 leagues to 
the northward of the bay of that nam^ 
^ RoANOXE, a river in North Carolina, rifing 
in the Apalachian mountains in Virginia, and 
falling into the ocean, in the lat. of 33. 44. N. 
where it forms a kind of long and narrow bay, 
called Albemarle Sound. 

Robert-Bay, a gulph or bay in the ifland 
of Martinico, near two leagues in depth. It is 
formed bjr two points, that on the eaft called 
Point a la Rofe, and that on the weft called 
Point of the Galleons. At the mouth of it are 
two little iflands, one behind the other, which 
by breaking the waves of the fea, render this 
bay the more quiet and fecure for ihipping ; 
and indeed it is one of the fineft natural har- 
bours that can be imagined, being capable of 
admitting the largeft fleet with fuch convenien- 
cy, that the fliips may ride fo near the fliore as 
to reach it by a plank. 

ROCA 
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RoCA IstAMj>8, a clufter of uninhabited 
iflands, lying off the coaft of the province of 
Venezuela, in the ki~3gdom of Terra Firma, 
about one hundred and twenty miles north- weft- 
by-weft of Tortugt. Thcfc iflands ftretch 
themfelves eaft and weft about five leagues, and 
about three leagues from north to fouth. TJie 
northern ifland in this little Archipelago is the 
moft remarkable, by reafon of a high, white, 
rocky hill at the weft end of it, which may be 
feen at a great diftance. This rocky precipice 
is greatly frequented by Tropic birds, men of 
war birds, boobies, and noddies. The Tropic 
bird is about the fize of a pigeon, but round 
and plump like a partridge ; they are wholly 
white, except two or three feathers in each^ 
wine of a light-grey colour. Their bills arc of 
a pale yellow, thick and (hort. They have one 
long feather, or rather quill, about feven inches 
in length, growing out of their rump, which 1$ 
all the tail they have. They are never feen but 
between the Tropics, for which reafon they are 
called Tropic birds. They are very good food, 
and are fometimes met with a long way from 
the land. The man of war bird is about the 
bignefs of a kite, and nearlji of the fame fhape, 
but the body black, and the neck of a fine red 
colour. They live on fifti, but never fettle on 
the water, keeping on the wing, like a kite, 
near the furface of the fea, and when they 
fee their prey plunge down with their head fore- 
moft, take up the prey in their bill, and imme^ 
diately mount into the air. Their wings are 
very long, and their feet likethofeof a land- 
fowl ; they build on trees, or, if thofe are want- 
ing, an^ong the rocks. The booby is a watei%. 
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fowl, fomewhat Icfs than a hen, of a light-grey- 
ifli colour. It has a very ftrong bill, and very 
broad at the end. Its feet are webbed like thole 
of a duck. It is fo very fimpfe that it will 
hardly go out of a perfon's way, from whence 
it has its name. They build their nefts on the 
ground, or in the craggs of the rocks. The 
noddy is a fmall black-bird, nearly refcmbling 
-the Englifh black-bird. It builds among the 
rocks, and is never feen far from the fhore. 

On the fouth-fide of the northern ifland is a 
frefti-^ater ftream, flowing from the fide of the 
above-mentioned hill, but of an aluminous 
tafte, which renders it very unplcafant. The 
middle of the ifland is low, and overgrown with 
long grafs, among which are multitudes of 
fmall, grey fowls, not bigger than a black-bird, 
but lay eggs as large as a magpye. The eaft end 
of the ifland is overgrown with black mai^^rove 
trees. The foil there is a light fand, and over- 
flown by the fea at fpring-tides. The road is 
on the fouth iide, near the middle of the ifland. 
The reft of the Roca iflands are low ; the next 
to the northernmoft is fmall, flat, and even, 
without trees, bearing only grafs. About a 
league from this are two other iflands, not 200 
yards diftant from each other, yet the channel 
between them has water fufficient for large fhips 
to pafs. They are both covered with red man- 
grove trees, which flourifh prodigioufly in low, 
drowned land. The other iflands are alfo low, 
and covered with red mangrove trees. There 
is good riding in many places between the 
iflands, but not without, except to the wefl;- 
ward or fouth-weft. For on the eaft and north- 
eaft of thefe iflands, the trade-wind blows, and 
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makes a great fea j and to the fouthward qf 
them there is no ground under 70, 80, or 100 
fathom clqfe under the land. As the mangrove 
trees in thefe iflands are different from the com- 
mon fort, a dcfcription of them will be necefla- 
ry. There are three fpecies of mangrove trees, 
black, red, and white. The black is much the 
largeft, about the fize of our oaks, and near 20 
feet high. The timber is very ferviceable, bu^ 
remaikably heavy, and on that account little 
ufed in building. The red mangrove grow? 
generally by the fea-fide, or along the margin 
of rivers and creeks. The body is not fo large 
as that of the black mangrove, but always grows 
from many roots, and at about fix, eight, or ten 
feet above the furface of. the ground, join into 
one trunk or body, which feems to be Uipported 
by fo many artificial ftakes.. Where thefe tre^ 
grow it is impoffible to march, by reafon of 
thefe ftakes, which are /b intangled with one 
another, that you are obliged to liep from root 
to root, without touching the ground. The 
timber of thefe trees is hard, and ufeful in many 
purpofes. The infide of the bark is red, and 
ufed in many parts of the Weft Indies for tan- 
ning leather. The white mangrove never grows 
to the fize of the other forts, nor is its wood of 
any great ufe. The Rocca iflands lye In the 
lat. of II. 40. N. long. 67. 30. W. 

Rose, St. a bay inLouifiana, fheltered by a 
very long ifland of the fame name, extending to 
the bay of Penfacola. The channel between 
the ifland and the continent is fufficiently wide 
for (hips to pafs from one of thofe bays to the 
other. The ifland is well-watered, and abounds 
Wiiii a variety of game. The tides here are 
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tndrt regular than in other parts 6f the gkljfii tif 
Mexico, and the tide flows reKularl^ every 
twelve hours. Latitude 30. 32. N. long. 66. 
42. W. 

Roche, Streicht de la, a ftreight nekr 
the fouthern extremity of America, i2o!eagues 
caft oTthat of La Maire^ in the lat. of 55. 00. 
S. It is formed by an ifland called by the fame 
name, on the weft ; and by a tra« of land, 
whether ifland or continent is unknown, on the 
eaft. It was difcovered by De la Roche, and 
from him has its nnme. ^ * 

Rosalia, a fort built by the French on the 
Miffifippi, in the country of the Nauchees, an 
Indian tribe inhabiting that couniry. It ftands 
about 105 miles north of New Orleans, in a 
very plcafant and fertile country, but thinly in- 
habited. Lat. 31. 9. N. lone. 90. 25. W. 

RoxBOROUGH, a town of Suffolk- county in 
the colony of Maffachufets, fituated at the bot- 
tom of a mallow bay, without any harbour, but 
Is well- watered. The river Smelt runs through 
it, and the river Stony a few miles to the north 
of it; It has a good free-fchool, and is in a 
flourifliing condition. Lat. 42. 36. N. long. 70. 
30. W. 

RovAL Isle, an ifland in the river St. Lau- 
rence, about 60 miles below lake Ontario. The 
foil is very fertile, and produces great quantities 
of grain. It had a ftrong fort on it built by the 
French, which was taken by General AmherfV, 
on the 23d of Auguft 1760, two days after the 
firft firing of his batteries. 

RuATAN, or Rattan, an ifland in the bay 
of Honduras, eight leagues from the Mofquito 
(hare, and about 200 wcit-and-by-fouth from 
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Jamaica. It is about thirty miles long, and 
thirteen broad, naturally fortified with rocks and 
fhoals, except the entrance into the harbour, 
which is (o narrow that only one (hip can pafs 
it at a time j but the harbour is one of the fineft 
in the world, being fufficiently capacious for 
500 fail of fhips to ride in the utmoft fafcty. 
The ifland is overgrown with wood, but re- 
markably healthy, and not near fo hot as Ja- 
maica, there being continually a ftrojig breeze 
at eaft, which keeps the atmofphere cool. It 
has plenty of excellent water, a great number 
of wild hogs and deer, ducks, teal, pigeons, and 
parrots ; and the fea abounds with fiOi of all 
kinds, particularly crab-fifli and fine turtle. 
Here are great quantities of cocoa nuts, wild 
figs, and excellent grapes. But there are 
alfo ferpents, called owlers, as big as a man's 
waift, and twelve or fourteen feet long, with a 
very wide mouth ; when they lie ftretched out 
at length, they ^appear like old fallen trunks of 
trees, covered with a (hort fnofs. This ifland 
was totally inhabited till the year 1742, when 
the Engliih, under the command of Major 
Crawford, began a fettlement, in order to plro- 
tea the logwood-cutters, and fecure a trade with 
the Spaniards of Guatimala, for cochineal, in- 
digo, &c. But it was foon after abandoned. 
Ruatan hcs in the Jat. of 17. 6. N. Jong. 88. 

RuMi-BAMBA, a plain near Quito, in South 
America, full of large fragments of rocks thrown 
thither from a volcano, forme ly in the famous 
mountam of Pichincha. See Quito. 
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Rupert's River, a river in HudTon's Bay, 
where that Company have a iettlenient. Lac. 
57. 20. N. long. 78. 2. W. 
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SABA, one of the Caribbcc iflands, fmall, 
but very plcafant, 13 miles N. W. of Eu- 
ftatia, and 30 S. W. of St. Bartholomew. It is 
between four and five leagues in compaf's, and 
faid to have I donged formerly to the Danes. It 
appears at firlt fight to be only a rock ; but a 
Dutch colony fent to manure it from St. Eufia- 
tia, found a valley in it large enough to employ 
and fubfift many families ; but the misfortune is 
that this delightful place has no port. The 
fifhing about it, efpecially for the bonetta, is 
very advantageous; nor is there any want of 
other necefiary refreihments. The fca is fo 
(hallow near its coafts that the {lone$ may be 
fe«n at the bottom, fo that only floops can come 
near it, nor even they any where but at a fmali 
fandy creek on the fouth fide of the ifland, where 
ttic inhabitants lay up their canoes. There is a 
road cut out of the rock to the top of it, fo deep, 
that it feems to be a fortification rendered hn- 
pregnable by nature, it admitting only one per- 
foa to pafs at a time. The inhabitants have in 
many places, for their greater fecurity, piled up 
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large heaps of ftoncs on fcaffolds, fo difpofcd. 
that by only pulling a rope, the fcafFoIJs fall, 
and diichargc fuch a fhower of ftunes into the 
road, as would crufli a whole army to pieces 
Ivabat tells us, that the iiland is divided into two 
parts, contai ing about fifty families, who ac- 
quire a genteel livelihood by making (hoes, in 
which their principal trade confiils. They 
have alfo a little indigo and cotton ; they live in 
harmony with ea.h other, and their houfes are 
convenient, and well-furnifhed. Lat. 17 27 * 
N. long. 62. 50. W. ' •^'' 

I ^^«^;» ^n irtaiid in the Atlantic oce^n, ^c 
leagues S. E. of Cape Breton. Here the hlrZi . 
tfe I.ery intended to have fettled a French cb- 
W ,n the year 1598 ; but Father Charlevoix 
lays, that there never was a place more unfit for 
fuch an undertaking, it being fmall, and with- 
out r,iy port, or produ^, except briars It h 
very narrow, and has the fl)ape of a bow. In 
the middle of ,t is a lake five leagues in com" 
pafs, and the ifland itfelf not more than ten? It 
has a fand-bank at each end, one of which runs 
Korth-eaft, ar.d fouth-weft. It has lofty VT- 
hills, which may be k.n in clear weather 

Saco River, a river in New England, rf. 
iingin New Hampfliire, and after aSe of' 
about gom.les, falls into the Atlantic oceaX 

SKe^^^^^^^^ 

Saconet. See Rehoboth 

Sacrament, Lake St. now called Lake 
George, a large colleaion of w.^..o ;„ xrA*?? 

- U ~~ "*"''«'** -" i"« Willi 

" ^ America, 



SAG 

America, conntacd by a ftrcight with Lake 
Champlain, about 120 miles eaft of Ofwego. 
At the fouth end of this lake. Sir William 
Johnfoii gained a vidlory over the Baron Di- 
efkau, .commander of the French forces in the 
year 1755. 

Sacrifices Island, a fmall ifland in the 
gulph of Mexico, about half a mile from the 
land. Grifolva, who difcovered it in the year 
I5i8> gave It this name, from his finding on it 
a bloody altar and feveral dead bodies, which he 
fuppofed the Indians had facrificed ths night be- 
fore. It is very fmall and uninhabited. Lat. 
19. xo. N. long. 96.52. W. 

Sagadahoc, ajurifdiilion of Maflachufets- 
bay, in New England, granted by King Charles 
II. in the year 1634, to his brother the Duke of 
York, and thence formerly called the Duke of 
York's Property. This territory, or traa of land, 
was then defcribed in the following manner. 
" All that part of the main land of New En- 
«« gland, beginning at a certain place called St. 
" Croix, adjoining to New Scotland, inAme- 
«* rica J and from thence extending along the 
« ica-cor,A, to a certain place called Pimaquin, 
•* or Pemaquid, and fo up the river thereof to 
*« its furtheft head as it tends to the northward, 
** and extending from thence to the river Que- 
** nt:bec, and fo up by the fhorteft courfe to the 
** river of Canada northward." This teiritor/ 
was then annexed to the government of New- 
York. But the Duke, on the demife of his 
brother Charles II. afcending tht throne of 
England, thefe lands, on his abdication, revert- 
ed to the Crown. 

At 
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At prefcnt the territory of Saffadahoc is fup- 
pofcd to extend from the river St. Croix eaft- 
ward, to the river of Qiienebec weftward, and 
from each of thefe two rivers due north to the 
river St. Laurence, which is its northern, and 
to the Atlantic ocean its fouthern boundary." 
When Nova Scotia was in pofle/non of the 
I rcnch, the territory of Sagadahoc was included 
jn the commiffion of the French Governor of 
Acadia ; and therefore tr keep up a claim to 
this territory as well as to Nova Scotia, the 
jurifdiaion of both was included in that char- 
ter. 

At the peace of Utrecht, in the year 1713, the 
French renounced all claim to Nova Scotia and* 
Sagadahoc; and the court of London reaflumed 
the jurifdiaion of Nova Scotia j and a few years 
after the Crown purchafed the property of the 
foil of all the French claimants, and it is now a 
feparate Royal government, with the property 
vefted m the Crown j but the territory of Saga- 
dahoc remains in the jurifdiaion of MafTachu- 
let s-bay, and fends one member to the Coun- 
cil, but none to the Houfe of Reprefentatives of 
Maffachufet s-hay : nor can the General Affem- 
bly difpofe of lands there, without the confent 
of the King m Council. The property of pe- 
culiar grants there remain good to the feveral 
claimants, till the Crown purchafcs the fame, 
as was the cafe in Nova Scotia. ' 

Colonel Dunbar attempted to eet Sa^adahnr 
territory to be fee off as I fepar.tl govlrnmS 
for h.mfelf, I„ orderto thisheobtiedaToya 
inftrument, or inftruaion, to fct off ^oo o^ 

ufe of the Royal navy, and this wa8 inforced 
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by a Royal inftruaion, dated April 27, 1730, to 
Col. Phillips, then Governor of Nova Scotia, to 
take pofTeffion of the lards between the rivers 
St. Croix and Quenebec : accordingly a detach^ 
ment of thirty men, under the command of an 
officer, was fent to take pofleiTion of that coun- 
try, and keep garrifon at Frederick's Fort, on 
Pemaquid river j this was immediately executed, 
and the detachment continued there for fome 
^ time. But the Mufcangus Company, as pro- 
prietors of part of Sagadahoc, applying to the 
Crown for relief, the inftrument was revoked 
•n the loth of Auguft 1732, and Col. Phillips's 
detachment recalled. At prefent the province 
of MafTachufet's-bay^ to obviate any complaint 
of their relinquifliing this territory, ketp two 
garrilons, one at George's truck-houfe, and the 
other at Fort Frederick. 

In the year 1744 the fencible men in this 
large territory of Sagadahoc amounted to no 
more than 370, and they now fall far iliort of 
that number, the inhabitants having been much 
expofed to the incurfions of the French and their 
Indians. 

In the beginning of the laft century, England 
jand France traded indifferently to Sagadahoc. 
The foil is very fertile, and would be weU 
worth the trouble of clearing it. At prefent it 
is almoft one continued foreft, but produces very 
little timber fit for fhip-buiiding; tho' a great 
number of white pines for mafts. 

Saguenay, a province of Canada, bounded 
on the weft and fouth-weft by the river of the 
fame name ; on the north-eaft by a nation of 
Indians, called Kilefbinoas i on the north- wefl^, 
hy that of the Esquimaux ; and on the fouth-eaft 
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by the river St. Laurence. The territory and 
lands on each fide of the river were found To 
indifferent, and the firft colony that fetrlcd at 
TadoufTac fufFered fo much there, thjt the 
French were for a long time difcouraged from 
fettling in Canada ; but at length failnig up as 
high as Qiiebec, they found frefh encourage- 
ment, and have fince that time flour ifhcd°re- 
markably, till the whole country, together with 
Qttebec, its capital, fell into our hands in the 
year 1759. It yields the greateft plenty cf 
marble of feveral kinds, fo that ev en the houfes 
of private perfons are generally bcilt with it. 
'^ SaguenayRiver, ariv-erof Cairada, hav- 
ing its foupce in the river of St. John, and, after 
a confiderable courfe falling into that of St. 
Laurence, at the town of Tadouflac. It is not 
above three quarters of a mile wide at its .xiouth, 
and about eighty or ninety fathoms deep j but 
higher up it is much wider, and this le/Tening 
of its breadth at its mouth, gives it more than 
a common capidity ; though Charlevoix tells us, 
that It is navigable for the largcft veflels above 
25 leagues from its mouth. The harbour is 
fufficient to contain 25 fail of men of war, has 
good anchorage, and is well Acltered from 
rtorms, being of a circular figure, deep, -attd 
furrounded at a diftance wifh very high rocks. 

Salamanca, afmall, but thriving town of 
Mexico, tolerably well built, and fituated on 
the eaft fide of the ifthmus which joins thepe- 
ninfula of Jucatan to the continent. Lat. 17. 2. 
N. long. 90. 30. "W. ' 

Salem, a town of Weft-Jerfev, in North 
America, fituated about half-way up the river 
balham, from which it has its name. It con - 
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tains about 120 families, and is confidcrecf as 
one of the beft towns in Weft-Jerfey, with re- 
i gard to its fituation, buildings, and trade ; it 
once gave name to a country. It Jies 35 miles 
to the fputhward of Philadelphia, and about 
two miles weft of the Delaware. Lat. 7Q. iq. 
N. long. 75. 51. W. ^^^^ 

Salem, the chief town of Eflex-county, in 
the province of Maflachufet's-bay, in New 
England, eighteen miles north of Bofton, hav- 
ing one of the fineft-built churches in the whole 
county. It ftands on a plain between two ri- 
vers, and has two harbours, cal ed Winter 
Harbour, and Summer Harbour. It was here 
that the planters of Maffachufet's colony made 
their firft fettlement, and was the ufual place 
for the trial and execution of witches, of whom 
more fell a facrlfice to ignorant zeal here, than 
in all New England befide. The inferior 
Court is kept here ihe iaft 1 uefdays in June 
and December j and the fuperior on the fecond 
Tuefday in November. This town is very fa- 
mous forbuilding fhips and fifliing-ketches. A 
good trade is carried on from hence to the Sugar 
Iflands. Lat. 40. 35. N. lone. 70. 36. W. 

Salisbury, a town in Efiex-county, in 
the province of Maflachufet's-bay, in New 
England, fituated on the north fide of Merri- 
mach river, which is there about half a mile 
broad, and over which there is a ferry. It 
ftands near the fea-coaft, 40 miles north of 
Bofton. Lat. 42. 59. N. long. 70. 34. W. 
'' Salisbury Plain, a level traa of land in 
Long-Ifland, in the province of New- York, 
fcfcmbling that of the fame name in Wiltibire, 
in England. 

Salt A, 



SAL 

Sajlt A, a town in the province of Tucuman, 
in South America, fituated on a fmall rivt^r, 
which foon after falls into a neighbouring lake, 
58 miles fouth of St. Salvador. It has a bridge 
over the river, is inhabited chiefly by Spaniards, 
and has about 400 houfes, two churches, and 
four monafteries. It has neither walls, ditches, 
nor any other defence than the ftoutnefs of its 
inhabitants, who, by the frequent wars they 
have wiih the Indians, are all expert foldiers. 
They have about 500 men that bear arms, be- 
fides their flaves, which mav amount to thrice 
that number. Salta is a place of great refort, 
on account of the large quantities of corn, meal, 
wine, cattle, fait, meat, fat, hides, and other 
commodities, which are fent from this place 
to moft parts of Peru. Lat, 2C. 20. S. lon^. 
66. 30. W. "* ^ 

Salvador, St. a town in the province of 
Tucuman, in South America, fituated near the 
borders of Peru, at the foot of a high moun- 
tam which forms part of the Eaftern Cordillera 
of the Andes. A little above the town runs a 
confiderable river, which afterwards falls into 
the Leon. It has about 300 houfes, and is 
the moft northerly town in the province, 62 
leagues north of St. Jago del Ellero. Lat. 24. 
22. S. long. 66. 27. W, 

Salvator, St. the capital of all Brafil, 
the refidence both of the Governor and Arch- 
i- A,?o ^ ^^^' country, an J fituated in the Bay 
of All Saints. It is large, rich, and well-built, 
but Itands on fuch difadvantageous and uneven 
ground, namely, on an eminence of about lOO 
fathoms m height, formed by the eaft fide of 
the bay, as renders the accefs to it yery diScult, 
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by rezfon of its great fteepnefs, which makes 
it ncceflary to have rccourfe to crrncs and other 
machines for conveying the goods up and dow a 
from the city to the port. The pUn of th/'^ 
Upper Town is as regular as to unevenneis of 
theground would pernUt j but ihotTgh the /Ireets 
are itraight, and of a good breadth, fViofl of 
them have fo ftecp an afcent, that they a e im- 
praaicable to wheel-carriages ; the perfons of 
wealth therefore, to diftinguifli tbemfclves from 
the vulgar, are carried about in palanlcins, or 
beds of fine cotton, faftened to a lonfr poh- 
which two negroes fupnort, either on ihcir 
Ihouldcrs or heads. The bed is covered with a 
canopy, hung with curtains, by which the rer- 
ion IS fecured from either rain or fun ;ind, tf he 
pJcafe?, from fight. 

jThe irregular and inconvenient fnuai-pn of 
the city does not, however, hinder b vr un ca' - 
rj-ing oiu the greateft trade, and hting o^ie of the 
ncheft cir: s in the whole country; and we may 
add, that n /o greatly contributes to the ftrcneth 
ef It, that it might, with a fn.^jll expence, be 
rendered impregnabj.^; nature having formed 
Pitches and outworbi flanking one another in 
fuch a manner, that every inch of ground mio-ht 
be difputed. The eaft isJe is almoft impr^e- 
nab e, and the reft well fortified both by art 
and nature, and the svenues guarded by fcvera! 
forts, particularly thofe of St. Peter, which is a 
regular tetragr n of earth h:cd with ftone, and 
furrounded with a ditch ; St. Diego, nearly of 
the fame form and materials, but vvkh(»ut a 
ditch; the powder-magazine, another ftrono- 
tetragon, containing eight feparate magazinest 
▼aulted and covered in a pyramidical form ; the 

foft 
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fort of St. Anthony, of the fame form, but 
larger, fituated on the north fide, exa(Slly over 
the watering-pluce, and commanding the road- 
on the other ', the caftle of Nueftra Segnora da 
Victoria, fituated about half a cannon-mot from 
that ^r Sr Arsthony j the fort of St, Bartholor 
niL V t vcnJirg a (mall harbour where fhips may 
cart -n^ and rhat u; Montferate, with feveral 
ortjci3, c >mtaano!ng the entrance of the bay. 
So th t, upon the whole, there feems very little 
wanting to render it inacceiBble to an enemy^ 
except [recping thefc fortifications in proper re- 
p3ii', furnirtiiiig tlif m with good cannon, and 
flou* gar iiijs. But this is not the cafe: the, 
fortifica*;ons are in a very bad condition, many 
of the cannon unfit for ufe, and the whole force, 
both in the city and caltles, amount only to fix 
CDinpanie<i of regular forces, and thefe debilitated 
by the heat of the climate, and their idle way of 
living. 

The commerce of St. Salvador is very confi- 
derable, confiding in linen and woollen cloths 
of all forts, hats, ftocicings both of filk and 
thread, wheat, barley, meal, bifcuits, Port wine> 
houfiiold and kitchen furniture, negro flaves, 
oil, cheefc, beef and pork falted ; in lieu of 
which they export gold, fugar, tobacco, fnuff, 
Brafil w )od, cides, tallow, ballam of capivi^ 
ipecacuana, and a i';reat variety cf other drugs. 
Thjfe aie coiivcyed up and down from the; 
L'>vver to the Upper ciry, on fledges drawn up 
by cranes vorkf^d l>y Haves. The afcent being 
very fteep, an J about 140 fathoms in length, i| 
boarded all alon^, that the fledges may meet 
with no obftru<i,^ion. There are three of thofe 
ID-' liiesy and thofe who make uie of them pay 
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a certain price. The inhabitants above the 
common rank are very civil and courteous, but 
the vulgar mtolerably proud and infolent The 
women arc kept here even more ftria than in 
Portugal, not having the liberty of fli.rina 
abroad except on Sundavs and holidays to maft, 
and to which they are obliged to repair at break 

• K ^'4 ^^f ^V'^^^ l"^'^ ^'^ '" general very 
rich, and apply them felves greatly to trade, the 
true fourcc of wealth. 

^f^^a^'''' ^^'^^^X '"^nt'oned the unevennefs 
of the ftreets, which is both inconvenient, and 
deftroys their beauty ; but the houfes themfelves 
are handfomely built, moftly of brick or ftone 
capacious and lofty, and richly furnifhed. The 
city IS fuppofed to contain about 2000 houfes, 
but the ftrtjts are crouded with (laves of both 
Icxes almoft naked, fweating under their bur- 
dens, and abouring under the moft cruel and 
infupportable flavery. But what is ftill more 
Ihocking to perfons of common humanity, is, 

^""vu uT'^'r^'Pf? ^^^P' ^"^ ""^^^^ places filled 
with thefe miferable creatures, and expofed ftark 
naked to fale, like common cattle, and over 
whom the owners have the fame power, and 
too often ufe them with the fame or greater in- 
humanity. * 

r i^j^j ^P^l^ '^'^^" '^ adorned with fcveral 
iplendid ftruaures, particularly the cathedral, 
which bemg dedicated to St. Salvador, hath gi- 
ven its name to the city. It is a fumptuous 
edifice, and not only adorned with fine carvings, 
glidings &c. within and without, but enriched 
with golden crofTes, lambs, candlefticks, and 
other church utenfils of prodigious vahie, and 
fo very large and heavy, that fome of them are 

more 
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more than two men can well carry. Before it 
IS a fmall open platform, whence there is a fine 
view of the whole bay, iflands, &c. forming • 
dehghtful landfcape. Adjoining to the cathe- 
dral IS the hofpital dedicated to our Lady of 
Mercy J it is a fine building, and well endowed. 
Several par>fl, churches, among which are thofe 
ot M. Anthony, St. Peter, and St. Barbara, de- 
pend upon the cathedral. North of it ttands 
the College of Jefuiis, the church of which is 
built of marble brought from Europe. The 
facrifly is alfo very rich and curious, both with 
^!f t K-f '" "''"fil^finf "rving, and ecclefiafti- 
cal habits; thepantin| however on the cieling is 
very indifferent. Bcf.des thefe ftrufiures dedi- 
cated to religion, there are feveral others of the 
fame kind in the Upper Town, partici.Iarlv 
convents of Carmelites, Benediflini!," Fr3 
cans, Auguftmes, and Capuchines, together 
with a nunnery of the order of the liarn" 
tion, befides feveral chapel, and oratories. 

J he palace of the Governor is a very fplendid 
building i that of the Archbiihop litt/e fJZ 

Xr „""m- ^^•'^"""' "^ J""'"' h°'Pital,, and 
other public edifices are anfwerable to the ricL 
nefs of the place, whofe extenfive commerce is 
greatly uhanced by its correipondence with Rio 
de Janeiro, near which are feveral gold min« 
remarkably rich. ^ mines 

of l!!ft^i"^°D ?'°""S»'. contrary to the policy 

.ron/rf ^L ' '" °"^" '" P"''^""'*: 'he produc-. 
ions o the country, though they would bu, 
hem with fpecie, much leff will h^efXthem 

barter"'' Th"^°°l\'° ^'^ ^''"''^°'' «<"-llor 
barter. This prohibiuon is founded on two 
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rcafons; th« firft, to ol lige and encourage hb 
fubjccSs to roufc themfelvcs from their natural 
pride and indolence, and by that means to pro- 
cure them ali the profits arifmg from this lucra- 
tive commerce : the fecond, and indeed the prin- 
cipal, to prevent the duties payable upon aU 
commodities, from being funk by the C 
nors ; for all (hips being obliged to unl 
Cargoes at Lifbon juft before the paKc , it is 
fuppofed that nothing can be landci without 
paying the duty. But notwithftandin^^ all thcfe 
precautions, and the feveral per allies laid on 
thofe who (hail prcfume to eludf^ them, it is well 
known that it has been frequently done; and 
done with great eafe if they inice care to culti- 
vate a good underftanding witi the monks,. 
y?ho are niturally covetous ;ind mtrlguing, and 
at the fame time in great cift^tm and authority 
in ail parts of the Portuguefe and Spani(h do- 
minions. 

The inhabitants of St. Salvador are fo addifl* 
ed to planting fugar-canes and tobacco, that 
fome matters have above 500 flaves employed in 
tl\efe works, whofe labour is fo hard and fufte- 
nance fo little, that they are reckoned to live 
long if they hold it out feven years. S > great 
is the Portuguefe application to this trade, that 
they take no care to fow or plant, which r^ndciS 
all forts of provifions exceffively dear. They 
will not be at the pains to catch the fifh with 
which the bay ab'-unds, nor to fat catt'- . jf 
theif fubfiftance. St. Salvador Kes in the iat^ 
of 13. 6. S." long. 38. 24. W. 

Salvador, St. a fmall city in the province 
of Guatiiiiala, in Mexico, fuuated at the head 
«f a river, which at about 12 miles difiance 
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Wis into the South fea. It has a Spanifli Go. 
vernor but very liule .rade, and a /..Lll numbl 
of houfcs. On the north fide of it are loftv 
moumams, c.lled .he Chan.aie,, inhabited by 

'^Zl :r; '"."" '^"«^"». whe-chetow^ 
«ands are plantations <,f fugar-can.s and Indi- 

fV r N 'l * ^""" ^'.'""''ing cattle. Lat. 
13- 5- N. long. 90. 3. W, ".,.,, 

Uomingo. It ,s famous f,>r its fugar-works 
and luxuriant paftures. in which vaft^umberl 
^cattte feed. Lat. .8. 6. N. long. 67 /g! 

abfvloTJn^l!: ^"'"""u' ' '"^''y point, remark. 
aoiy long and low, on the north fide of the ifth. 

mu. of Darien, and fo guarded with rod t; 
a m.k- off at fea, that tt ,s very danaerous com! 
«.>g near it. Lat. 9. 40. N. lo.g. y)i. 4, w"^" 
bAMBALLAS ISLANDS, a muhitude of fmall 
.fland. lettered at very unequal diftances, fume 
only o;ic ;,.ine two, fon,. three, and feme four 
«.,es from theiho.e and ,r.,m .' „oTer, ex- 

T,T^ '^"'^ '""'"^'''« -^ift""" "long the 

wirh tte' ^r ' ' "" '"•" °^ Dar,en,^nd ■ 
wm the adj rem count, y ,t» h^ ar. foreft. 

fK*.«4 • '«Kers and beivvcen moftof 

theiii are nav.ga ie channels, by which ihin, 

the ifthm.K Tk^^ ' I ^' -^ ^'°"g thecoaft of 

ifla ii^^ .r t\.^^ ^^" -anding either on the 
laa^ids )r the m^a. la this hti^ ch ael, a 

number 
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number of ibipi may always Bud (helter, be the 
ivind which way it will } lo that it was the ge- 
ner^il rendezvous for the privateers on this coail. 
Mod of thcfe i/lands are low, flat, and fandy, 
covered with a variety of trees, and abound with 
ihell-fi(h of fever al kinds : fome of them alfo 
afford fpn igs of frelh water, and convenient 
places for careening, ihips. The long channel 
. between the Sairballas and the ifthmus is from 
two to four miles in breadth, extendi^ ^ from 
Point Samballas to the gulph of Danen, and 
the coaft of the iiihmus, full of fandy bays, 
with many brooks of frefli water. 

Sandy Point, a cape, or f oint of land, in 
Plymouth colony, in New England, forming 
the northern cape of the flreight between the 
main land, and Nantucket ifland. A pretty 
large fand ftretches off from the Point to the 
eafhvard^ and thence it had its name. Lat. 4.1. 
24. N. long. 69. 38. W. 

Sanguay, d famous mountain in the eailcrn 
Cordillera, in the jurifdtdion of Macas, in the 
province of Quito. It is of a prodigious height, 
and the greateft part of the whole furface cover- 
ed witii fnow. From its fummit ifTues a conti- 
nual fire, with aiionifbing explofions, which 
are fomctimes heard at Quito, though orty- 
ftvc leagues diftant. The country adjacent to 
this volcano is totally barren, occafioned by 
the enormous quantity of flones and cinders 
continually ejected from the mountain. 

San Miguel d£ Ibarra, a jurifdidion in 
-Ihe province of Quito, in Souih America, con- 
taining eight pariihcs 5 it formerly contained 
that of Otabalo, but on account of its prodi- 
gious extent ttie latter was feparated from \'c. 

The 
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The tenipcraturc of the air is different in ill ^he 
villages of this jurifdi^tion, but in moft warm* 
on account of their low fituations. Moft of the 
farms have plantations of fugar-canes, and mills 
ior cxtradling the juice, from whence they make 
large quantities of very white fugar. Some of 
the farms are planted with fruits common in a 
hot climate, and in thers cotton only is culti* 
vated, which here arrives at the greateft perfec- 
tion The fugar-canes do not indeed ripen fo 
well here as in the province of Qi^iito; but they 
may be committed at any time to the mill, there 
being no neceffity for cutting them at any precife 
time, retain! g all their goodnefs even when 
fuffered to ftand two or three months after they 
arc ripe ; they are however cut every quarter at 
Jeafl, and the mills by that means kept conflantiy 
at work during the whole year. , 

The farms fituated in a lefs hot part of the 
jurifdii^iun are fown with maize, wheat, and 
parley, in the fame manner as thofe in the ju- 
rifdidtion of Otabalo, which we have already 
defcribed under that article. Here are alfo large 
numbers c goats, but not many (heep. The 
Indians weave here a coniiderable quantity of 
cloth and cotton. i 

Thisjurifdiaion ha alfo feveral mines of fait, 
which, befides the home confumption, fupplies 
the countries to the northward of it. This fait 
has fome mixture of nitre, which renders it not 
fo proper for faking meat» and accordingly that 
made at Gjayaquil is preferred to it, but much 
dearer oh account of the long carriage by 
land. 

In one part of thi§ jurifdiSion, near a village 
called Mira, are great numbers of wild aflb, 

which 
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- ^L 1^ ) 7^^ °r"' °f "'^ '''■'*"'» where they 
are bred, fuffer a 1 perfons to take as many as 

they can, on paying a fmall acknowledgment. 

h..Zf!l"V: '^' """'^^ °^ d^ys their .i,or 
fnili ^ **! "'""" °f ""^hing them s as 

follows: a number of perlbns go on horfeback, 

•and are attended by feveral Indians on foot 
When arrived at the proper places, .bey.forma 

•crcle, ,„ order to drive the afe inlo feme 

JJA u''-'^ ^"V^""^' '"^y 'hrow a thong 
of eather, havmg a flip knot in it, which thef 
C4l a noole, and halter them; for thefe crea- 
tures, on findmg themfelves inclofed, make very 
furious efforts to efcape, and if oni; one forc« 
his way, the reft follow with an irrefiftible im- 

fhl !r ?"' '^^.*" *•'= *>""•«'* ''^^e "oofed 
leav^',h'^ throw them down, fetter them, and 

order mr ""k"" '^""''"8 ''^"^"^ when, in 
order to bnng them away with the greater faci- 

-Z'lrl P^"''""" wi'h «'me beaftf, but this is 
..ot eaniy performed ; for thefe aflis are fo re- 
markably fierce, that they often hurt the perfon 
who undertakes to manage them. They have 
all the fwiftnefs of horfes, and neither acclivi- 
ties or precipices retard them in their flight ; 
and when attacked defend themfelves in fuch a 

ZT"' ""f '^'" ''=='' ""<* "««hs, without 
flacken.ng their pace, that they often lame their 
purfuers. But the moft rema/kable profterty in 

load their celerity leaves them, their danc^erous 
ferocity is loft, and they foon contraa the ftupid 
look and dulnefs peculiar to all the afinine fpe- 
whtn u ^""'•f'^^kable, that thefe creatures. 
When wild, will not fuffer any borfe to live 
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among them ; and if one of thofe creatures hap- 
pens to ftray into the paftures where they feed, 
they all fall upon him in fo furious a manner, 
that they foon lay him dead on the Ipot. 

San MiGUfiLDE Ibarra, the capital Qf the 
above juriididion of the fame name, lituated on 
the extremity of a very large plain, and between 
tworivexs, whofe »vaters \ecp the whole plain 
in a 'perpetual verdure. The foil is fofi and 
moill, which not only renders the houfes damp, 
but often caufes the foundations of the buildings 
to fink. It is of a middling fize, with ftraight 
broad ftreets, and the greateft part of the houfes 
of ftone, and all of them tiled. The town is 
furrounded by fuburbs inhabited by Indians, 
whofe cottages make a very mean appearance ; 
but the houfes in the town are neat and uni- 
form, though they are but low, havmg uuiy a 
ground-floor, except thofe in the fquare, wnich 
have one ftory. The pariih church is a large 
and elegant llrufture, and well ornamented. 
Here are ulfo convents of Francifcans, Domini- 
cans, and the Father-? of Mercy, a College of 
Jefuits, and a Nunnery of the order of the Con- 
ception. Its inhabitants of all ages, fexes, and 
claffes, are computed at lo or i2,oco fouis. 
Lat. o. 25. N. long. 76. 2C W. 

Santa, a rapid river, Roving through a val- 
ley of the fame name in Peru, ab >ut 230 miles 
north of Lima. It is near a quarter of a league 
in breadth at the place wnere it js ufually forded, 
which is near the town of the fame name, for ii- 
iiig five principal ftreams, which run during the 
whole year with great rapidity. It is always 
forded, and for this purpofe perfons make it their 
bufinefs to attend with very high horfes, trained 
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up to ftem the current, which is always very 

and muft have an exad knowledge of the fords, 
rn order to^guide the loaded mules in their paf- 

K ^l' ^', ""^^^'V^^ ^^<^ folding this river would 
be hardly pra^icable, the floods often fhifting 
the beds of th.s river ; fo that even the Chim: 
badores then^fdves are not always fafe; for the 
fords beuig fuddenJy changed, they are fome- 
times carried out of their depth, and inevitably 
ioft. During the winter- fe^^fon in the moun- 
tains, the river often fwells to.fuch a height, as 
iiottobe forded for feverai days; and paflengers, 
It they have any goods with them, are obliged to 
wait the fall of the waters ; but thofe who tra- 
■ vel without baggage may, by going fix or eight 
leagues above the town, pafs over it on ballas 
or rafts made of calabafhe«, though even there 
not without dange. ; for the balzas are fome- 
times fwept away by the rapidity of the current, 
and carried into the fea. The velocity of the 
current, even when the waters are low, has been 
found to be a league and an half in an hour. 
^ J>ANTA, a town fituated on the banks of the 
nver of the fame name, ,n the road from Paita to 
l^nna, and about 230 miics north of that city. 
Jt was originally built on the fea-coaft, from 
which It IS now fomething above half a league 
diftant ; and was .hen large and popMlous, and 
the refidence of a Corregidor, and Has feveral 
convents : bat being, in the year 1685, pillaged 
by the Engl.fh, the inhabitants abandoned it; 
and fuch as were not able to remove to a place 
of greater fecurity, fettled here. But the whole 
number of houfes at prefent does not exceed 30, 
axid 01 thefc the befl are only built of cane, »nd 

the 
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the reft of ftraw. Thefe houfes are inhabited 
by about 50 poor families, confifting of Indians, 
Mulattoes, and Meftizoes. Lat. 8. 57. 76. S. 
long. 79. 30. W. ^^ -^ ^ 

Santa Clara, a fmall ifland near the bot- 
toni of the bay of Guayaquil. It lies eaft and 
welt, IS of an inrdifferent length, and appears like 
a dead man ftretched out in a fliroua, and ac 
cordingly the Spaniards generally call it Amor- 
tajado^ or Muerto. Lat. 3. 30. S. long. 80. 

Santa Cruz de la Sierra, a jurifdiaion 
in the kingdom of Peru, of large extent, but 
thinly inhabited by Spaniards. The miflions of 
Paraguay, already defcribed, are in this jurif- 
didtion. See Paraguay. 

th.^i''"'^ •^''S'ia''^ "-^ ^'^^^^' ^^^ <^^P'taJ of 
the above jurifdiaion, fituated at the foot of a 

mountain, on the banks of a fmall river called 
Ouapay, about 56 miles north-eaft of La Plata, 
and near the borders of Paraguay. It was ereftl 
ed into a biAopric in the year 1605 5 but the 
Chapter confifts only of the Bifliop, Dean, and 
Archdeacon, without Canons or Prebendaries • 
rr^H M-r^' B'Aop refide here, but at a town 
called Mifque, eight leagues from Santa Cruzde 

WK T J*^^ ^0"^^s are of ftone, thatched 
With palm leaves; the church is large, but has 
nothing remarkable. It is but thinly inhabited, 
and the trade it carries on very fmall. The 
valley ,n which the city ftands, produces all 
kinds of gram and fruits, and the woods and 
uncultivated mountains afford great quantities 
of honey and wax, which conftitute the princin 
?^l parts of Its commerce. Lat. iq. 2<. & 
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Santa Cruz, a fmall town on the ifland of 
Cuba, 63 HI lies call of the Havanna. It has a 
good harbour at the bottom of the ba^ of Ma- 
ta zas. Lat. 23. 11. N. long 81 .5. W. 

Santa Cruz, one of tlie Caiibhee iflands, 
ei<:ht leagues ealt from Porto Rko. It is about 
cighc or nine leagues in length, and three jn 
breadth, it enjoys a good air, but its water is 
not reckoned whoHome till it h ;S fettled a'vvhile 
in earthen jars : the ioil is bhick, eafy to be cul- 
tivated, and very fertile, pro;:uci'ii:v f'jpar-canes, 
oranges, citrons, and otiici fruifs commo'n to 
that climate. The ifland was difcovered by Co- 
lumbus ; but the Spaniards h4ving deftroyed 
the na jves, who made a floui: refiftance, the 
ifland lay many years deiolate : it had after- 
wards feveral mafters, in a vcy fnort fpace of 
time, particularly the Englifh and Dutth, v/ho 
after difputing for fome time the lole pofleflion 
of it, agreed at laft to divide it, and the latter 
built a church here : but in 1649 the Engl ifli, 
growing too powerful for the Dutch, oblieed 
t :em to quit the ifland, and were foon after dri- 
ven out themselves bv the Spaniards from Porto 
Rico, who burned xUe hou.es, put all the men 
they found in aims to the iword, and ^ent off 
the reft, with their wives, famihes, and goods, 
to the ifland of Barbuda. The Dutch inhabi- 
tants of St. Euilatia and ^i. Martin, op hearing 
the Englifh were driven out of the ^:*,ind, and 
believing that the Spaniards were returned to 
Porto Rico, fent a colon v to rcpoflTefs it ; but 
the Spaniards, who were ftfli there, and abo^e 
ten timrs their number, attacked them fuddenly, 
a|id took them al piifoners. Having thus, m 
liicj iiiOU^iii, ivwui'vu liic iiirtJKj, ifity plcpaica 

to 
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to return with their prifoners and booty to Por- 
to Rico: but before they embarked, the French . 
(.leneral Peiney, with a fuperior force, landed 
on the illand, upon which the Spaniard's were 
glad to quit every thing they had taken, and 
leave the ifland in poiT flion of the French, who 
carried the Dutcii pri oners back to St. Eultatia • 
and having ,n 1651 reimburfed the Dutch mer-' . 
chants at l^lufhing, the expences they had been 
at in fettling the colony, he purchafed not only 
this ifland, but alfo thofc of St. Cnridopher, 
bt. Martin, and St. Bartholomew, in the name 
and for the vik, of his Orler of Malta, where-* ' 
of he was Grand Mart; r. In ,664 this ifland 
waspurchaf a from theKnights of Malta by the 
French Wc:t In.Ifa Company, but in i6o6 
thty abanu. Tied u ; and it has continued ever 
fmce wiciio - any icttled inhabitants. The oort 
IS on the n M th ndc , where there is a lar^re bay 
having iiy e middle of it a little ifland ; and 
on th. veft (ide of this bay the French Gover- 
nor s ho.ife -./as ereaed. Lat. 18. 9. N. Jon?- 
04. 13. \V. ^ o* 

Santa Vk, See Fe. 

Santa Ad ARIA, a river in the iflhmua of 
Danen taiim;. into the gulph of St. M.chaeL 
m ^l^^ South lea. The tide flows up it eiVht or 
nine leagues, .nd fo far it is navigable But 
beyonu that riie river divides 'ato two branches 
ana IS ony nt k r canoes. * 

Santa Maria, a town on the river of the 
lame name, about 6 leagues from its mout^^ ^'- 
13 a coniideruble cown, occafloned by the oo/a." 
mines in its neighbourhood, which are J l^ Ved 
to great advantage. But the country about it is . 

low. 
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low, woody, and very unhealthy. Lat. 7. 30. 
N. long. 82. 20. W . 

Santa Martha, a province of Terra Fir- 
ma, in South America, bounded on the E. by 
Rio de la Hacha -, on the S. by New Granada ; 
on the W. by Carthagena ; and on the N, by 
the North Tea. Its extent from eatt to wefl is 
about 140 miles, and above 200 from north to 
fouth. The clim?.te is fultry and hot, efpecially 
near the fea-coaft; but the tops of the high 
mountains are covered with fnow, which render 
the inland parts much colder. . ^ 

Santa Martha, the capital of the above 
province, fituated near the fea, at the foot of a 
prodigious rr\ountain, whofe fummit is generally 
hid in the tiouds, but in clear weather, when 
the top appears, it 4s covered with fnow. The 
city was formerly very populous;, but is now 
much decayed, occaficned by the Spanifh fleets 
not touching there, as they anciently ufed to do. 
The houfes in general are built with canes, and 
covered with palmetto leaves j fonie are covered 
with pantiles. The Governor of the province, 
together with the other officers, refides here. 
It is the fee of a Bifliop, fufFragan to the Metro- 
politan of New Granada. The inhabitants trade 
with the Indians in the neigi ^ourhood, who 
bring hither earthen-ware and cotton-ftufFs. 
The country round the city produces but few 
cattle, being extremely mountainous, and the 
Spaniards who inhabit it are but few. At a 
league and a half diftance from Santa Martha 
are large falt-ponds, from whence they extradt 
very good fait, and carry it into the neighbour- 
ing provinces. Between the city and the moun- 
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tains of the Andes, which are rocky and bar- 
ren, the land is level, and produces abundance of 
oranges^ lemons, pine-apples, and grapes. In 
fome places there are gold-mines, and in others 
precious ftones of great va^ue. Lat. 11,77, N. 
long. 74. 15. W. ^^ 

Santo Espiritu, a captainfhip of Brafil, 
bounded on the north by the captainfhip of 
beguro J on the fouth by that of Rio de Janeiro; 
on the weft by feveral ferocious nations of un- 
conquered Indians ; and on the eaft by the At^ 
lantic ocean. This government is reckoned the 
moft fertile, and belt furniflied with all forts of 
provifions of any in Brafil, it having an incre- 
dible plenty and variety of fifti and ^ame; and 
Its lowlands, being interfeaed by a great num- 
ber of rivers, are very fruitful, and the high 
lands are covered with forefts of high trees. 
The principal river in this province ?s that of 
Parayba, which divides it from the cantainfliip 
of Rio de Janeiro, and after a long cou. ^ ^1 om 
v/eft to eaft falls into the ocean in the lac, of 
21. 30. S. It may not be amifs toobferve here 
that there a-e three rivers of this name in Brafil - 
the firft, which gives its name to a captainfhip! 
has been already menrioned under that article • 
the fecond is that above-defcribed ; and the 
third falls inio the ocean between Cape St. Vin- 
cent and Rio de la Plata. 

Santo Espjritu, the capital of the above 
captamlhip, and indeed the only town in it is 
fituated on the fouth fide of a large bay on the 
eaftern coaft of Brafil, about three leagues from 
the ocean, but has neither walls nor fortifica- 
tions, except a fmall ruinated caftle. fn fh.f :.. 
uerence coniuts in the br. eiy of its ii habitants; 
'''- ^^^- i who 
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who amount to about 900. On the eaft fide 
of it is the monaftery of St. Benedidl, near the 
middle of the town that of St. Francis, and on 
the weft a "College of Jefuits. The port is a 
fmall bay, opening to the eaft, and intcrfeded 
with many fmall iilands. On the top of a 
mountain, at fome diftance from the town, is a 
large white tower, which the Portuguefe call 
Noftra Senhora de Pena, and near it a fmall 
church, furrounded with a wall. At the foot 
of the mountain are ftill to be ken a few old 
h-^ufes, the melancholy remains of a place once 
led Villa Veja, or the Old City. Lat. 20. 
■ % S. long. 39. 56. W. 

Santos, a town in the captainfbip of St. 
'incent in Brafil, fituated about three leagues 
irom the fea, defended by a rampart on the fide 
next the river, on which it ftands. The river 
IS, at the town, about half a league in breadth, 
and five fathoms deep. It is alfo guarded by 
two caftles, one on the fouth-fide, and the other 
in the middle of the town, which contains 
sibout 250 inhabitants. Ithasoneparifh-church, 
one monaftery of Monks, and a college of Je- 
fuits. Lat. 24. 26. S. long. 42. 30. W. 

Saona, a fmall iiland near the fouth-eaft 
point of the iiland of St. Dominro, abounding 
with pleafant woods and paftures, but is at pre- 
fent uninhabited, and frequented only by filher- 
men, at the time when the turtles come on fhore 
to lay their eggs. It lies but five miles from the 
neareft part of St. Domingo ifland, and three 
eaft of St. Cataline. The north and fouth fides 
of the ifland are foul and rocky ; nor is the eaft 
fide, where fhips may ride in feven or eight fa- 
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is between feven and eight leagues In length, 
and about four in breadth. 

Sapa, St. Michael de, a village in the 
valley of Arica, in the province of des Charcas, 
in Peru. It is a fmall place, but famor , for 
the prodigious quantity of Guinea-pepper pro- 
duced in its neighbourhood, the inhabitants ap- 
plying themfelvcs principally to cultivate it j for 
the Spaniards of Peru are lb fond of that kind 
of fpice, that they will eat no meat without it; 
and as it will not grow in the mountainous parts, 
it is cultivated in the valleys ; and the inhabi- 
tants of this village are faid to fell no Icfs than 
8O5OOO crowns worth of it yeaily. Lat. 27. 
30. S. long. 68. 10. W. 
Savage Island. See Wales, North. 
Savannah, a river in Carolina, rifing in the 
Apalachian mountains, and after a fouth-eaft 
courfe of 200 miles, falls into the ocean about 
32 miles to the fouthward of Port-Royal ; the 
lower part of it feparates the colonies of Caro- 
lina and Georgia. 

Savannah, the capital of Georgia, finely 
fituated for trade, on the river of the flime name; 
the navigation being very fafc, and (hips 01300 
tuns burden may lay clofe to the town, and, if 
requifite, go a great many miles above it. It 
has befides a church, a court-houfe, a ftore- 
houfe, a goal, a wharf, a guard-houfe, where 
are feveral cannon mounted, and a-conftant 
watch; befides, fome other public buildings, 
and above 250 houfes, which are regularly 
built 22 feet by 16, at fome dillance from each 
other, for the fake of being more airy, and form 
feveral fpacious fquares and ftreets. There is a 
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regular magiftracy fettled in it, confifting of 
three Bailiffs, and a Recorder, two Conftables, 
and two Tything-mcn, with a Prefidentj and 
four Afliftantsof the Council, whofe board-days 
are commonly once a fortnight, and the court- 
days four or five, and fometimes fix in the year. 
The firft houfe in this town was begun on the 
9th of February 1733. The river here forms a 
half-moon, with banks on the fouth-fide 40 feet 
high, having on the top a flat, which failors 
call a bluffi at leaft fixty feet high from the 
river, and extending five or fix miles into the 
country. In the center of this half-moon the 
town is fituated, and over-againft it is an ifland 
confifting of very rich pafture-land. Lat. 32. 
5. N. long. 80. 7- W. 

Saybrook, the oldeft town in the county of 
New-London, in the colony of Connedicut, 
in New England, fituated on the weft fide of 
the mouth of Connecticut river. It owes its 
name to the Lord Vifcount Say Seal, and 
the Lord Brook, by whofe agerk mt town was 
built. Its fort was the lecuritj igainft the 
Pequet Indians, who attacked them in the 
year 1637. The fort has alfo been of great ufe 
fince, in defending the entrance of Connecticut 
river, againft enemies more formidable than the 
-Indians. Lat. 41. 45. N. long. 71. 50. W. 

ScATARi, a. fmail ifland on the eafterncoaft 
of Cape Breton. It is about fix miles in length, 
and two in breadth, but uninhabited. Lat. 46. 
5. N. long. 59. 15. W. 

Schenectady, a fmall town in the county 
of Albany, in the province of New York, fitu- 
ated on the banks of the ^lohawks river, 18 
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miles north weft of \lbany. itiscoi.pav . .a 
regular, bmlt principay of brick on ;t rich flat 
of low land, furroLMded with hills. It has a large 
Dutch church, with a fteeple ano wn lock 
near the center. The wir ling^ t the er 
thuu'h the town and fields, wh harcoha 
ovcrfit ed in the fpring, ''orm, about harveit, a 
moft be lutiful profpe£l. The landi in the vale 
of Schereita '/ are (o fertile that they are com- 
monly fold ar 45 1. per acre. Though the far- 
mers ufe no manure, they i^ the fields every 
year, and the alwavs prov uce full crops of 
wheal '• ale. Their church was incorporated 
by Gci.eral Cofby, and the town has the privi- 
Jcge to fend a Member tu the All'*nibly. From 
this ti wn ur ludi hi trader^ f c out for Ofwego. 
Lat. 43. 75. N. 1 :;. 74. 22. W. 

ScHUCADi- '• , a fmall villr e, fituated on 
the eaft fide u. the mouth of -.,^ river Santa 
Maria, in ''^^ ifthmus of Dari -n. It ftands 
upon a rifing giound, open to tne gulph of St. 
Michael, fo that it is fanned with fre(h breezes 
from the fea, which renders it very healthy. It 
has a fine rivulet of frefti water, and fcrves as a 
place of refreftiment for the miners. Lat. 7. 50, 
N. long. 82. 5. W. 

Scotland, New. See Nova Scotia. 

ScRiVAN, a good harbour on the eaft fide of 
the ifthmus of Darien, but fo full of rocks at 
the entrance, that none can pafs with fafety but 
fuch as are acquainted there. Lat. 9. 12. N. 
long. 78. 40. W. 

Sheba Island. See Saba, 

Sebastian, St. the capital of the captain- 
ihip of Rio de Janeiro, in Brafil. See Rio de 
Janeiro, 
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Sebastian de la Plata, a fmall place in 
the jurif liaion of Popayan, in the province of 
Qiiito, fixty miles north-eaft of Popayan. It 
ftands in a large plain on the banks of the river 
Galli. It has many filver mines in its neigh- 
bourhood, but is very fubje^t to earthquakes. 
Lat. 3. 44. N. long. 74. i. W. r > 

Sechura, a town in Peru, ten leagues fouth 
of Piura, fituated on the banks of a river of its 
own name, about a league from the coaft of the 
South fea. This river is fubje<St to great varia- 
tions, flowing in the month of February till 
September very rapidly, and the water fo deep 
that it can be pafled only by rafts ; whereas it 
has very little water during the other months, 
and for fome time is entirely dry. When this 
happens, the inhabitants are obliged to dig wells, 
where they indeed find water, but very thick 
and brackifh, Sechura contains about 200 
houfes, built of cane, and a large handfome 
brick church J ^he inhabitants are alUndians, 
and confift of near 40C families, who are prin- 
cipally employed either in fifliing or driving of 
mules. The houfes in this and i^ the neigh- 
bouring towns are quite fimple ; the walls con- 
fifting only of common canes and reeds, fixed a 
little way in the ground, with flat roofs of the 
fame materials, rain being hardly ever known 
here ; fo that they have light and air fuflScient, 
both the rays of the fun and wind finding a free 
pafTage : the Indian inhabitants of this place ufe 
a difFerent language from thofe in the other 
towns both of Quito and Peru. They are na- 
turally haughty, of very good underftanding, 
and generally fucceed in whatever they apply 
themftlves to. They aje neither fo fupeiftitious 
' , nor 
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nor (o given to vice as others ; fo that, except in 
their colour, they may be faid to differ greatly 
from them ; and even in their propenfity to in- 
temperance, and other popular cuftoms of the 
Indians, a certain moderation and loVe of order 
is confpicuous among them. The defert of Se- 
chura is a frightful wafte of fand, extending, 
30 leagues, to the town of Morope. The ex- 
tent and uniform afpedt of this plain, together 
with the continual motion of the fand, which 
foon effaces all tracts, often bewilders the moft 
experienced guides, who however fhcvv their 
fkill in foon recovering the right way ; for which 
they make ufe of two expedients : the (irfl is to 
keep the wind diredly in their faces, and the re- 
verfe on theic return ; for the wind being here 
always at fouth, they cannot be deceived : the 
fecond is, to take up a handful of fand at differ- 
ent diflancfes, and fmell to it ; for as the excre- 
ments of the mules impregnate the fand more 
or lefs, they determine which is tne true road 
by the fee it of it. Thofe who are not well ac- 
quainted with this defert, expofe themfelves to 
great danger whenever they ftop to reft or fleep ; 
for when they again fet forward, they often find 
it impoflible to determine the right road; and 
when they have once loft the true dirc6tion, it 
is a remarkable inftance of providence if they do 
not perifti either with fatigue or thirft, ofv.'hich 
there are many melancholy inftances. For in 
this extenfive defert nothing is to be feeri but 
fand and hills of it formed by the wind, and 
here and there mafTes of fait, but neither fprig, 
herb, flower, nor any other verdure. So that 
there is a neceHity for carrying provifions, and 
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^ water, and provender, as neither can be pro- 
cured jn this arid wafte. The river Pozuelos, 
which IS 32 leagues from Sechura, is the firft 
water you meet with in this tedious journev • 
and the inftina of the beafts ufed to this road 
\ '^*"y ^"rprifing j for they fmell its waters at 
the diftance of four leagues, and become fo im- 
patient, that it would be difficult to flop them • 
and accordingly they purfue them felves the fliort- 

.clt road, and perform the remainder of the 

journey with remarkable chearfulnefs and dif- 

patch. 

Sechura lies in the latitude of k, 02. o^, S 
long. 79. 42. W. ^ ^ ^^ ^' 

, Segovia, New, a fmall city in the jurifdic- 
tion of Guatimala, in New Spain, 30 miles north 
of New Granada. It has feveral gold-mines in 
Its neighbourhood, though the city is fmall and 
*^^'"^ peopled. Lat. 12. 42. N. long. 87. 

Segur A DE L A Fronter A, a large town in 
the provmce of Tlafcala, and kingdom of 
Mexico, 70 miles weft of Xalappa, and in the 
road from Vera Cruz to Mexico. It ftands in a 
temperate climate, and a country remarkably 
fertile, producing large quantities of corn and 
truits, particularly grapes ; but the Spaniards 
will not fufFer any wine to be made from them, 
that they may be the better able to keep the In- 
dians in fubjeaion. Lat. 19. 28. N. long. 100. 
10. W. ® 

Senegas, a tribe of Indians, inhabiting near 
the caftern banks of Lake Erie in N. America. 

Seregipe, a captainfliip of Brafil, fo called 
trom a river of the fame name, running through 
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the middle of it, and falling into the Atlantic 
ocean in the lat. of 1 1. 12. S. It is bounded on 
the north by the river St. Francis ; and on the 
fouth by that of Todos los Santos ; the Atlan- 
tic ocean terminates it on the eaft ; and the na- 
tion of Tapuyeo on the weft. It is divided in- 
to feveral inferior diftri6)s, and produces great 
quantities of fugar and tobacco. 

Seregipe, the capital of the captainship of 
the fame name, finely fituated on a rifing- 
ground, on the north fide of the river Vazabaris, 
eleven leagues from the fea. It was formerly 
well' fortified by the Dutch, but is now very in- 
confiderable, and remarkable only for being the 
capital of this government, and having fome fil- 
ver-mines in its neighbourhood. Lat. 11. 20. 
S. long. 31. 2. N. 

Shrewsbury, the principal town of the 
county of Monmouth, in New Jerfey, fituated 
on the fouthern bank of a river of its own name, 
and near the fea. It is a confiderable place, 
confifting of near 200 families, with out-plan- 
tations of 30,000 acres. Lat 40. iP N. long. 
74. 38. W. 

SiARA, a captainfliip of Brafil, fo called 
from a river of the fame name.^ which rifes in the 
mountains a great diftance up the country, and 
difcharges itielf into the ocean in 3. 30. fouth 
lat. It is but a fmall government, not being 
above 18 leagues in compafs, in which are two 
fortrefles, one on the north, joining to the little 
city of Siara, and built on a fmall hill on the 
right fide of the haven, which is only proper for 
fmall vefTels : the other, called Fort St. Luke, is 
fituated on the coaft, at the mouth of a fmall 
river, navigable only for barks, 

I 5 Siara, 
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^J'r^"^' 1^^ "i"'"' "'"'•le above caplainflim 
and fituated near the mouth of a fmall r^er of 
"sow„„an,e. It is but f,r,all, and ts "nje 
wh,ch conMs chiefly in fugar and tobacco verv 
^confiderable. Lat. 3. |.. s. long ag;^! 

rivfr S^f^r* ^ """'"^ °" "'^ "°"h fide of the 
river ht Laurence, about a mile above Quebec 

eftabhfted .t. It has nothing confiderabJe but 

iiMOM, St an ifland near the north mouth 
o .he AWamahariver in t',e colony of Seo'- 
g'a. ^ It IS about 45 miles in length, and from 
two to four tn breadth. It has a ilr^ng JZZ 
rirOcd on .t ,n ,742. for the defence of Jekyl 
found, ,n which ten or twelve forty-gunSs 

fruitful foil, full of oak and hiclcery trees n- 
ermixed w-ith meadows and old Indian fi'eld" 
In the middle of this ifland the town of Frcde: 
nca IS fituated. "^ 

. SocoNusco, a province of New Spain, run- 
njng 70 lcag..cs along the coaft of Jhe South ■ 
fea; bounded on the north by the province of 
C ,apa ; on the eaft by thofe'of Vera Pa J and 
Ouutimala; and on the weft by the Pacific 
ccean,_ and part of the province of Tlafcala 
The cnmate is very hot ; the rainy feafon lone.' 
namely from April ,0 September j and ftorms' 
are very frequent ; fo that the country is veTy 
far from being either healthy or pleafant. Nor 
does the foil produce much corn, but great 
quantities of md.go and cocoa nuts which are 
fern by fea to all the other parts of New Spah! 

There 
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There are few Spaniards in this part or the 
country, but very rich ; which is afcribed to the 
quarrelfome nature of the natives, who are more 
numerous here than elfewhere : but perhaps the 
pride and tyrannical behaviour of the Spaniards 
may have induced the Indians to exert their 
ftrength in oppofing the invaders of their coun- 
try. 

SoLiDAD, LA, or the Desert, acloyfterof 
bare-footed Carmelites, fituated on a hill three 
leagues north-weft of Mexico, inclofed with an 
high ftone-wall, feven leagues in compafs. The 
hill, on which the monaftery ftands, is fur- 
rounded with rocks, in which they have dug 
caves for oratories. Here the provincial Chap- 
ter of the Older is held, and here are gardens 
and orchards two miles in compafs, filled with 
the choiceft European fruit-trees. 

Solomon, Islands of, a number of fmall 
iflands in the South fea, extending from the 
7th degree of fouth latitude to the tropic of Ca- 
pricorn, and in 224 degrees of weft longitude. 
Thele iflands are very little known, but thofe 
that have vifited them fay, that the air is very 
temperate, the foil remarkably fertile, and that 
they abound with vaft numbers of cattle, and 
are furnifhed with many rivers and ftreams of 
excellent water. 

SoMBiERO, a fmall defert ifland among the 
Caribbees, 30 miles north-weft of Anguilla. 
Sec Anguilla. 

SoMiLDYK, a fort belonging to the Dutch, 
and fituated at the conflux of the rivers Comme- 
winr and Cotica, in the colony of Surinam, in 
South America* See Surinam. 

Somerset 



S P E 

. A **\^'^'^ County, the moft fouthern dif- 
tr.a in Maryland; containing one parifli only. 

5„ fh?nrn ^^Jvr" "'^^ °^ ^orth America, 

in the province pf New York. It rifes in Lake 
Champlam, and after a courfe of about 69 miles 
falls .nto the nver St. Laurence, in the lat. of 
46. 10. N. long. 72. 25. W. 

Sorrel, Fort, a fmall fort built by the 
French on the weftern point of the mouth of 
oorrel river. 

Spaniard's Bay, an excellent harbour on 
the eaftern coaft of the ifland of Cape Breton. 
Jts mouth IS only a thoufand paces wide, but 
grows broader within, and, at a league's diftance 
from us mouth, divides itfelf into two arms! 
wh.ch are navigable three leagues up, and both 
very^afe harbours. Lat. 46. lo. n!^ long Js. 

in^n!.*^' '? Town, formerly the capital of the 
Jlland of Jamaica, being the refidence of the 
C^overnor and the place where the AlTembly 
and Grand v^ourts of Juftice are kept. It was 
founded by Chnftopher Columbus, who receiv- 
ed the title of Duke de la Vega, fromlL 
^wn, which he called St. JagI de t Vega! 
1 his, bemg an inland town, has much lefs 
trade than Kingfton, but more gaiety. Many 
perfons of large fortunes refide here, and make 
a figure proportionable ; the number of coaches 
kept here is very great. See Jago de la Ve- 

Speight's Town, a place in the iiland of 
Barbadoes, formerly much frequented by the 
Briftol-traders, and thence called Little Briftol. 
It IS a very pretty town, containing about 350 

well- 
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well-built houfeS) difpofed into four reguJar and 
fpacious ftreets, of which the longeft is called 
Jew's-ftreet, and, with the other three, leads 
down to the water-fide. The planters in that 
part of Barbadoes called Scotland, ufed to fhip 
ofF their goods here for England, which occa- 
fioned the building of (lore-houfes, and a con- 
courfe of people, to the great advantage of the 
town ; but moft of the trade is now removed to 
Bridgetown. It has a fpacious church, dedi- 
cated to St. Peter, which gave name to its prc- 
cin6^, and is the place where the monthly fefli- 
ons are held. The town is defended by two 
forts, befides another in Heathcote's Bay, fome 
diftance fouth of the town. One of the above 
forts ilands in the middle of the town, and is 
mounted with 14 guns ; the other, which hath 
32, ftands at the north end of it. But there 
are, befides thefe, feveral plat-forms on the fea- 
fljore, ere<£ted fincc the commencement of the 
prefent war. Lat. 10. q. N. long, eg, 21. 
W. ' 

Staten Island, an ifland near Cape Horn, 
forming the caftern fide of the ftreight of Le 
Maire. It is about fix leagues in length, and 
five or fix in breadth, but totally barren. Lat. 
54. 17. S. long. 60. 40. W. 

Staten Island, an ifland forming the 
county of Richmond, in the province of New 
York, about nine miles north-weft of New 
York city. It is about 18 miles long, and, at 
a medium, fix or feven in breadth. On the 
fouth fide is a confiderable tra£^ of good level 
land ; but the ifland is, in general, rough, and 
the hills high. The inhabitants are principally 
Dutch and French. The former have a church, 

but 
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but the latter having been long without a Mi- 
nifter, refort to an epifcopal church in Rich- 
mond town, a poor mean place, and the only • 
one in the ifland. The Miniftc receives 40I. 
-^ per annum, raifed by a tax upon the county! 
Lat. 40. 34. N. long. 74. 22. W. 

Stephen's Fort, a (quare fort in the'pro- • 
vmce of New Hampfhire, fituated on the eaf- 
tern bank of Conncaicut river, 30 miles north 
of the village of Norihfield, and 59 fouth-weft 
of Crown-Point. 

Suffolk County, a divifion of the pro- 
vince of New York, including all the eaftern 
part of Long-ifland, Shelter-ifland, FiOier's- 
ifland, Plum-iflaiid, and the Ifle of Wi^ht. 
This large county has been long fettled, Tndj 
except a fmall epifcopal congregation, confifts 
entirely of Englift Prefbyterians. The farmers 
are, for the moft part, graziers, and, living at a 
great diftance from New York, the piincipal 
part of their produce is fent to the markets of 
Bolton and Rhode-l/land. The Indians, who 
were formerly numerous here, are now very in- 
confiderable ; and thofb that remain generally 
bmd themfelves fervants to the Engjifh. 

Sulphur Mountain, a remarkable moun- 
tam m the ifland of Guadaloupe, famous for 
the exhalations of fulphur, and eruptions of 
aflies. The fummit is very high, and, confifts 
of a vaft rugged platform covered with burned 
ftones of all fizes, and from feveral clifts and 
chmks ifTues a fulphureous fmoke. On the eaft 
fide of the mountain are two mouths of an 
enormous fulphur-pit ; one of thefe mouths is 
about an hundred feet in diameter, b^t the 
depth unknown. About two hundred paces be- 
low 
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low thefe apertures, which are generally filled 
with a thick fulphurcous fmoke, are three little 
fprings of very hot water, one of which, called 
the White River, from the colour of its waters, 
falls into the river St. Louis. The middle and 
bottom of this burning mountain are very differ- 
ent from the top of it, being covered with a 
verdure of tall trees and herbage, watered with 
.abundance of rivulets, and cultivated with the 
greateft care and induftry. 

Supay-Urco, a remarkable eminence in the 
province of Quito, in South America, between 
the vallies of Chugui-pata, and thofe of Paute. 
It is (aid to have had its name from the follow- 
ing fabulous relation. An inhabitant of the 
province of Eftremadura in Spain, through an 
extremity of diftrefs, abandoned himfelf to de- 
fpair i and in the frenzy of his wild imagination, 
often implored the affiftance of Satan, fome- 
times curfed the moment that gave birth to 
his wretched being, and was for laying violent 
hands upon himfelf. The devi', taking advan- 
tage of his condition, appeared to him, but in a 
drefs which fufficiently concealed his nature, 
and courteoufly afked the caufe of his exceffive 
melancholy ; and being informed that it was 
owing to an unhappy change of circumftances, 
from a plentiful fortune to the moft extreme po- 
verty, the devil, with a chearful air, tr' ' him 
that he would fhew him a fpot from whtnce he 
might have what quantity of gold he pleafed, 
the mine being abfolutely inexhauftible. The 
Spaniard embraced the offer with the greateft 
tranfport of joy ; and concluding that it would 
at leaft prove a journey of fome days, purchafed, 
with the fmall remains of his fubftancc, a hw 
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loaves, which he packed up in his wallet. And 
his mind being fomethin^ eafier from thefc flat- 
tering promifes, laid himfclf dow i to reft till the 
time appointed, when he was to call upon his 
guide. But when he awaked he found himfelf 
in a country abfolutely unknown, the plain of 
Chugui-pata lying before him, and himfelf re- 
clined on the eminence of Supay-Urco. His 
aftonifiiment at viewing fuch multitudes of 
ftrange obje6ls can be much better conceived 
than expreffed. For fome time he doubted 
whether they were real or illufive, till tired with 
uncertainties, and determined to know in what 
country he was, he directed his way to a houfe 
of fome figure, which he faw at a diftance. This 
happened fortunately to belong to a Spaniard, 
who was a native of the fame province of Eftre- 
madura; and being informed by his fervants, 
that a ftranger of the fame country was at the 
gate, the mafter, hoping to hear news from his 
native land, ordered him to be brought in, re- 
ceived him with marks of friendfhip, and, be- 
ing at breakfaft, made him fit down with him, 
and began to enter on the pleafing enquiry after 
his friends and relations j but his gueft taking 
out one of the loaves, which the gentleman 
knew was baked in Spain, and finding it quite 
new, was fo lofl in dtoniChment, that he forgot 
both his breakfafl and relations, infifling, tho* 
afraid to hear, that his apparent countryman 
fliould inform him how it was poffible to make 
fo long a voyage in fo fhort a time. The other 
readily fatisfying his defire, they both agreed 
that this mult have been the a6tion of the de- 
vil, who had brought the poor Spaniard thither 
to enrich himfelf from the treafure concealed in 

the 
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the bowels of the hill on which he had laid 
him, and ever fmcc it has been called Supay- 
Urco, or Devil's-Hill. This ftory is currently 
told in the province of Quito j and from this 
ftory, though deftitute of the Icaft foundation, 
the inhabitants are perfuaded, that Supay-Ur- 
co contains inexhauftible mines of gold, tho' 
none will venture to open them. Indeed, from 
the appearance of the hill, and the pieces of ore 
fcattercd indifferent parts of the acclivity, there 
is fufficient reafon to think that the hill contains 
rich mines; but like thofc in the reft of the 
province, they are totally neglcfted. 

Superior, Lake, a large collecSlion of wa- 
ters, or rather a frefti-water fea, being near an 
hundred leagues in length, and feventy in 
breadth, and interfperfed with feveral very con- 
fiderablc iflands. The middle of it lies in the 
latitude of 47. 10. N. long. 85. 10. W. The 
country round it is very little known, being fre- 
quented only by the Indians in their huntings. 

Surinam, a river in South America, rifing 
in a'ridge of mountains, in the kingdom of Terra 
Firma, and after a winding courfe of about 150 
miles, from fouth to north, falls into the Atlan- 
tic ocean in the lat. of 6. 25. N. long 55. 40. 
W. It has fand-banks at its mouth, over which 
there is about three fathoms water, in high 
tides. But above thefe banks the water is 
much deeper, and the river navigable for large 
veiTels above thirty leagues up the country. 

Surinam, the capital of a Dutch colony, fi- 
tuated on the weftern bank of the river of the 
fame name, about fifteen miles from its mouth. 
Two leagues above the mouth of the river Su- 
rinam, the Dutch have a fort, called Zelandia, 
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built with bricks. In the year 1640 the French 
feized upon this poft, but finding the country 
too unwholfome, they foon after abandoned it 
and the Englifh took poflbilion of it. The 
country however turned to httle account, and 
the Englifh ceded it to the Dutch, in exchange 
for New York, in the year 1674. 

The whole country was at that time very un- 
wholfome, being over-run with woods, which 
hmdered the fun and wind from drying the 
earth, and purifying the air from noxious exha- 
lations. This did not however hinder the people 
of Zealand from making fettlements here, un- 
der the protedion of the States of that province; 
and finding that the country would produce 
large quantities of fugar, they cut down fo maiiy 
of the trees that the fun and wind, by drying- 
the foil, rendered the climate far more health- 
ful. 

The States of Zealand, to whom this country 
belonged, (old it to the Dutch Weft-India com- 
pany 3 who not finding thernfelves in a condi- 
tion to fend over the neceflary fupplies, made 
over a third part of it to the magiftrates of A;n- 
fterdam, and another third part to Mynheer 
Van Aarfens, Lord of Somcldyk. Hence this 
colony has been called the Society of Surinam, 
becaufe it is fubjeft to three partners ; but the 
fovereignty of it belongs to the States General, 
oince this divifion was made^ feveral families 
have fettled in the colony, where they have 
raifed plantations of fugar-canes, which bring 
them very confiderablc profits. As the colony 
became populous, the air became more health- 
ful, by cutting down whole forerts, and culti- 
vating the countrv, which drew thhhpr ex rrrp-^t 
- J' ■ fc, 
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number of inhabitants, (o that in the year 1682, 
they reckoned near 600 families were fettled 
there. 

This happy beginning determined the States 
to favour and prote£l the colony ; and accord- 
ingly, in the year 1683, they granted a patent, 
containing thirty-two articles, both in favour of 
the Weft-India company, and for the fecurity 
and advantage of thofe who were already fettled, 
or {hould fettle there for the future. Among 
other advantages, the Company were impower- 
ed to lay a duty of three gilders on every hun- 
dred tuns of fhipping coming in or going out 
of the port of Surinam ; as alfo to raife a capi- 
tat'on-tax of fifty pounds of fugar annually, on 
every inhabitant of Surinam, whether white or 
black ; and two and a half per cent, of the val 
of all the merchandizes fent tO Holland, or fold 
at Surinam. They alfo obtained another very 
confiderable advantage, namely, an exclufive 
right of carrying negroes to Surinam ; but then 
they are obliged to fell them publickly, two by 
two, in order to accommodate all the inhabi- 
tants alike, without the lealtdiftindlion. 

All the inhabitants of the United Provinces 
are at liberty to fettle or trade here, paying the 
tonnage above-mentioned, and giving fecurity 
that their fliips (hall not fail to the coaft of A- 
frica, or to any other part where the Company 
hath an exclufive trade, but that they will re- 
turn dire6lly to the ports of the United Provinces. 

The Company are obliged to keep the forts 
of Zealand and Someldyk in repair, as alfo to 
furnifh the fettlements with artillery and war- 
like ftores, to pay the troops,, and, in fhort, to 
take care of every thing relating to the fecurity 
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and defence of the colony. They are alfo 
obliged to fend minifters ^hither, but thefe are 
paid by the colony. 

The vaft number of Dutch people, who have 
acquired plantations here, have raifed the colony 
to a very flourifhing condition, fo that it has ex- 
tended itfelf 30 leagues above the mouth of the 
river Surinam; but there is little probability of 
their fettling higher, becaufe the falls thereabout 
render the navigation of the river impoffible. 
i here is alfo a kind of natural wall of prodio-j- 
ous rocks, which at once bound the colony, 
and ferve as a fortification to prevent the in- 
roads of the favages, who inhabit the mountains, 
and cannot be civilized. 'The plantations in 
this colony are faid to amount to above five 
hundred, and yield the proprietors immenfepro- 

All the plantations are fituated on the banks 
of the rivers. Fort Somelfdyk ftands at the 
conflux of the riviers Commewine and Cottica ; 
the latter is an arm of the river Surinam. The 
rivers are well flocked with feveral kinds of ex- 
cellent fifli; and the woods abound with an 
amazing variety of beautiful birds. 

From the end of November to the beginning 
of July, the weather is pretty temperate, on ac- 
count of the clouds, which intercept, during the 
greateft part of the time, the fun's rays 5 a 
northyeaft wind alfo blows continually, and great 
quantities of rain fall. The reft of the year is 
very hot and fultry, ef^^ecially when it does not 
rain. 

The chief trade of this colony confifts in the 
produa of the country, namely, fugar, cotton, 
gum, tobacco, wood for dying, &c. The 

Dutch 
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Dutch have alfo planted coffee Jier "^nd find it 
fuccced (o well, that they are ab to export 
large quantities to Holland, and it is reckoned 
equal to that which comes from the Levant. 

The lands are cultivated by negroes, whom 
the planters purchafe from the Weft-India com- 
pany. But no beafls of burden lead fo uncom- 
fortable a life as thofe unhappy mortals. They 
are obliged to work incefTantly, and are ufed in 
the mofl cruel manner, by thofe appointed to 
overlook them, whenever they tranfgrefs the 
leaft againft the orders of their imperious maf- 
ters. They have only five or fix hours allowed 
them every Saturday to cultivate their gardens, 
on the produce of which they mufl live ; except 
a fmall quantity of fait meat ^iven them fome- 
times by their maflers. They lie on the bare 
boards without any covering. This inhuman 
ufage renders them fometimes defperate, and 
puts them upon trying every polfible method of 
recovering their liberty ; and when they are 
afraid of being taken, and have no reafon to ex- 
pe<3: pardon, they deftroy themfelves ; others 
bear the molt cruel torments with amazing con- 
ftancy, and heroic fortitude. 

There is a college at Amfterdam for the go- 
vernment of this colony, confifting of ten di- 
re(Slors, five of whom are chofen by the magif- 
trates of that city, four by the Wefl-India 
company, and one by the Lord of Somelfdyk. 
Though this college be fubordinate to theWefl- 
India company, yet it fends orders to the re- 
gency at Surinam, for the adminiftration of ci- 
vil affairs, and to all that relates to the fupport 
of the colony. Thcfc directors alfo appoint the 
governor, but he mufl be approved by the States 
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General, and take an oath to them as well as to 
the diredors. . 

The governor, who has under him a com- 
mandant, exerts a fovereign authority over the 
whole colony, in the name of the State; Gene- 
ral and of the Society, both in civil and military 
affairs ; but in matters of moment he is obliged 
to call together, and confult with, the Political 
Council, of which, as well as of the Court of 
julHce, he is chairman. He has however but 
one vote in either, and is obliged to determine 
according to the majority of voices. The Poli- 
tical Council is compofed, befides the prefident, 
of the commandant, who is the firft counfellcr, 
and nine other members ; it has- alfo a counfel- 
lor-fifcal, and a fecrelary. The council, cr 
court of juftice, confifts only of five counfeilors, 
a fecretary, and a bailiff, befides the governor. 
The governor has the difpofal of all vacant em- 
ployments both civil and military, but no longer 
than till he can receive orders from the court of 
diredors. He gives fuch orders, and m.akes 
fiich regulations as he thinks moft conducive for 
the fecurity of the colony, againfl the infults 
and attacks of an enemy, and calls together a 
council of war, compofed of the commandant, 
all the captains, and as many members of the 
Political Council as there are military officers. 
To this Council he propofes all that feenis to 
him mofl proper for the fecurity of the colony. 
7'here is a fubaltern council of war, compofed 
of the commandant, captains, lieutenants, and 
enfigns, who take cognizance of the faults 
committed by the foldiers, and punifh them. 

The Chamber of Orphans is governed bv 
four commilfaries, who have a fecretary. There 

are 



SWA 

are feveral other petty officers, which it is need- 
lefs to mention here. 

The troops kept in pay for the defence of the 
colony, confift of four companies of foot, each 
commanded by a captain, a lieutenant, an en- 
fign, and two ferjeants. The governor is co- 
lonel of thofe four companies, and ca^ain of 
the firft. There is alfo a furgeon, a major, and 
a provoft. 

The whole colony is divided into eight parts, 
each of which forms a company of burghers, or 
citizens, commanded by a captain, a lieutenant, 
and an enfign. 

There are only three churches in the whole 
colony ; and to each of thefe churches belong a 
paflor, two elders, two deacons, and a reader, 
who is alfo the fchoolmafter. The churches 
are kept in repair, and the minifters and readers 
paid by the colony. 

Surry, one of the counties of Virginia, ly- 
ing to the north of that called Ifle of Wight 
county. It contains 111,050 acres of land, and 
has two parifhes, namely, Southward, and Ly- 
on's Greek. 

Sussex, one of the counties in Penfylvania, 
and had its name from Mr. Pen's feat in the 
county of SulTex, in England. It lies along De- 
laware Bay, and is inhabited by planters, whofe 
plantations lie fcattered at adiftance from one 
another, according as the fettlers made choice 
of different fpots of ground. 

SwANSEY, a town of New England, in 
New Plymouth colony, fituated at the mouth 
of Providence river. It is a large fcattering 
town, but carries on a tolerable trade. Lat. 42. 
5. N. long. 71. 10. W. 
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TA B A G O, a fmall ifland in the South 
fea, fix leagues to the fouthward of Pa- 
nama. It is very mountainous, and about three 
miles long, and two broad. On the north fide 
the high land declines with a gentle defccnt to 
the fea. Near the ftrand the foil is a black mould 
and deep J but towards the top of the mountain 
ftrong and dry. The north fide of the ifland 
makes a very pleafent appearance, and feems to 
be a garden of fruit-trees, inclofed within others 
of the foreft kind. The principal produ6ls are 
plantains and bananas, which thrive very well 
from the foot to the middle of the mountain ; 
but thofe near the top are fmall, as wanting 
moifture. Clofe by the fhore are many cocoa-nut 
trees, which exhibit a pleafant appearance j and 
among them many Mammee trees. The fouth 
fide of the ifland has never been cleared, and is 
accordingly covered with trees of various kinds. 
A very fine brook of excellent water rifes from 
the declivity of the mountain, and after gliding 
through a grove of fruit trees, falls into the fea 
on the north fide. There was formerly a fmall 
town near the fea, on the north fide of the ifland j 
but was ruined by the privateers that then fre- 

^.,^*^*-aA *-\\^fa CpckQ Pnfnr** if is a nrnoH mctA 

about a mile from the fhore, where (hips may 

ride 



TAB 

ride very fafely in fix teen or eighteen fathom 
water. Lat. 8. 40. N. long. 82. 9. W* 

Tabago, or Tobago, one of the Caribbec 
iflands. See Tobago. 

Tabasco, a province of Mexico in New 
Spain, bounded on the Weft by that of Guafa- 
ca ; on the Eaft by that of Jucatan ; on the 
North by the gulph of Mexico, along which it 
extends about forty leagues from eaft to weft. It 
is a narrow flip running along the fea-{horc ; 
but neither very healthy, nor the foil remarkably 
fruitful. The inhabitants however hive good 
farms well-ftocked with cattle, which fell to 
good advantage. They have alfo great plenty 
of Indian corn, and cocoa-nuts, which they 
fend to Vera Cru». Moft of the country is flat 
and moift, has many marfhes and lakes, well- 
ftocked with fifli. It rains nine months out of 
the twelve, fo that the air is exceflively damp ; 
and in February, March, and April, remarkably 
hot, when infinite ftorms of gnats and other in- 
fe<Sls are produced. The coaft, from the begin- 
ning of September to the end of March, is fub- 
je£t to tempeftuous northerly winds, which ren- 
der failing dangerous during that feafon. The 
Spaniards brought hither vines, lemon, orange, 
and fig-trees, which all thrive here very well. 
Here are large thickets of mangroves and bam- 
bocs, and great woods of cedar, Braiil, &c. fre- 
qu;.>nted by lions, tigers, wild bears, and deer. 
They have great numbers of rabbits, apes, and 
fquirrels, with the common fruits of America, 
and three or four harvefts of maize in a year, 
befides rice, barley, and all forts of garden-herbs, 
different fpecies of European fowls, and others 
to US unknown. On the banks of a river, called 
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alfo Tabago, are great numbers of cabbage- 
trees, an hundred feet high, and the Jar<reft 
cotton-trees ever feen in any part of 'the 
world. 

Tabasco, the capital of the *bov& province, 
caHed alfo by the Spaniards, Nucftra Sennora de 
la Vittoria, from a great vi^ory obtained here 
by Cortez, on his fTrft arrival. It ftands on an 
ifland, at the mouth of the river GrijalVa, ninety 
miles eaft of ^Efpirjto Santo, and an hufldred- 
and-fixty fouth-eaft of Mexico. The rivei* Gri- 
jalva divides itfelf, near the fta, into two 
^ branches, of which the .weftern falls into the ri- 
ver Tabafco, which rifes in the mountaiAs of 
Chiapaj and the other continues its coui*fe till 
within four leagues of the fea, where itfubdi- 
vides, and feparates the iflano above-mentioned 
from the continent. Near it are plains, which 
abound with cattle and other animals, particu- 
larly the mountain-cow, fo called from its re- 
fembling that creature, and feeding on a fort of 
mofs found on the trees near great rivers, The 
ifland of Tabafco, on which the town of that 
name is built, is about twelve leagues long, and 
two and a half broad. The town is not very 
large, but vjrell-built, and confiderably enriched 
by a conftant refort of merchants and tradefmen 
at Chriflmasu Lat. 17. 40. N. k)ng. 53. 39. 

Tacunga. See LatAcung'a. 

Tadousac, a fmall place On the banks of 
the river St. Laurence, at the mouth of the ri- 
ver Saguenay. It is a place of great traffic and 
refort for the wild natives, who biding hither 

cloths, linen, iron and brafs utenfils, ribbands, 

' and 
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and other trinkets. The mouth of tihc river ^n 
which it ftands is defended by a fort creeled on 
,9. rock, almoft inacceflible. Lat.46450. N. 
long. 68. 3. W, ju iu ' 

♦ Tagapipe, a caillc ere^cd ;on a .point of 
land in the bay of All-Saints, in Brafil. It is 
pretty confiderable, and adds greatly, to the 

i.ftrength of St. Salvador. See Salvador. 
4i; I! Talbot Gouhty, a diftrid of Maryland, 
t^ySng^ on the weft of Kent, from which it is di- 
vided by a double row of trees, and is bounded 
on the fouthby Cecil county^ In this county 
the capital, formerly called Oxford, bi|t now 
Williamftadt, is fitimtcd. See Willi am- 

STADT. at 

Talcaguana, a fmall bay, oij rather el- 
bow, in the bay of Conception^ in the kingdom 
of Chili, and by far the moft freyiiented^^mips 
in general anchoring here, having, not only 

• better ground than in any other part of the bay, 
but are alfo in fome meafure fheltcred from the 
north winds ; whereas at Cerillo- Verde they lie 
expofed both to the north andi foi'th winds, 
the land that jfhould intercept then^eing very 

low. .!'■.• It ... . ! 

Tamatamque, by the Spaniards called 
Villa de las Pulmasf atown of Santa Martha, 
in Terra Firma, South America. It ftands on 
the eaftern bank of Santa Martha j-iver, about 
28 miles above TenerifFe.\. The country is very 
hot, thefoutherly wind blowing thdmoit part of 
the year. Though he land is ftony and high, 
yet it is level, abounding with pafturl-grouiids, 
feeding abundance of cattle. Large forefts co- ' 
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the river, the inundations of which form fcvcral 

lakes and marihep in the lower lands. . 

Tamarac^ Tamarica, or Humarica, 

a captainfhip of BrafiJ, in South America. It 

has Its name from an ifland on the coaft, near 

the mouth of the river Tamarac, which confti- 

tutes the principal part of its diflria, though 

the territory thereof extends inland between 30 

and 40 leagues, having Parayba on the North ; 

Pernambuco' on the South j the ocean on the 

Eaft ; and theunfubdued Tapuyea on the Weft. 

It is reckoned one of the moft ancient and flou* 

rifliing captainfliips in Brafil ; but Parayba and 

Pernambuco have fincc exceeded it inr^thc 
latter. 

The ifland i$ parted from the main-land % a 
very narrow channel, into which the river dif- 
charges itfeJf, lying in the latitude of 7. 54. S. 
and long. 35. 5. W. if is fertile and pleafant 
enough, producing large quantities of Brafii- 
wood, cotton, cocoa-nuts, fugar, melons, ci- 
trons, &c. bclides a good deal of timber for 
f\iel and other purpofes. It is about three 
leagues i«|(Bngth„and one in breadth, and about 
feven or eight in circuit. It has a commodious 
haven on thefouth fide, with fome good fprings 
and rivulets of frcfli water. The entrance in- 
to the port is by a channel of between 15 and 
^16 feet vvatcr, commanded by a caftle built 
on an eminence, and formerly taken by the 
Dutch, who alfo built Fort-Orange at the 
inouth of the channel, which was inacceffible, 
byreafonof the marfhes furrounding it : fothat 
the veffels that failed down from the ifland were 

exnofeA tn if_ itnA fVi/»« U^A :» r r. 

— _j- ^^ j_j «ss-=T *s«vj jsaa Hi iViiiC UiCaiUrC 
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flopped all the avenues from the Portiiguefc. 
The other mouth of the channel, railed Cat- 
wama, is much (hallowcr, having hardly ten 
feet water, and fit only for flat-botiomcd vcflels. 
This illand, and the territory on the continent 
belonging to it, pay about 3000 ducats to the 
Governor of the captainfhip, and in it arc reck- 
oned to be about 22 fugar*mills. The French 
had formerly a canton or fcttlement on this 
ccaft, (till called from them Porto dos Francefe ; 
but the Portugudic obliged them to evacuate 

it* J /-. I 

♦ The capital, called Noftra Segnora dp Con- 

cciaaoj or da Tamarica, ftands at th« 40tf?JJ€C 
into the river of Ihc latter name ; and lie^Mt is 
the fmall caftlc juft- mentioned, wrth a Wc^bt 
commanding the avenues. And about a feague 
and a half north of the mouth of the r'mt. is the 
famous point, denominated Ponto Pffrp- ['^ 
league farther north from that head-la|id, is th^ 
litilc river Goyana, in lat. 7. 46. S. thrqc leagues 
from the mouth of which river ftands a town of 
the fame name, where the juridical cOurtsof the 
captainihip are held. It ftands in a ^ood tprri- 
tory, producing plenty of Brafil-woo4» cottOn, 
ginger, Indian nuts, &c. The inland part, and 
indeed moft of the. captainihip, is inhalited by 
the Petti gu ares and Maraquites, the former 
of which have a fmall number ot villages ; 
the latter are a migratory people, who re- 
move from place to place: thefc, nations reach 
almoft to Cape Blanco. Hiey ace oftfervf!^ to 
be more populous the further they arc rcpoveid 
from the Portuguefe, being but then, iji their 
neighbourhood: whence it appear^ tl^atii^ey 

K 3 arc 
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arc not very fond o^ \t. Thcfc laft people have, 
befidea Gojraf!t, i oih r ffttlement called Ca- 
pibaribi, with fev^rti '" 4r-plani»tion9 and mills* 
and a good [rU»i>be, of heir own n^tioli tb look 
after tnefn. 

Tamar6as, orTAMAROS, t large iflandof 
Ftorfda, la NortA America. Tt lies ab</ut 25 
leagues above the Ohio, with an Indian nation- 
opp6fife tb it, on tht continent of tht fame 
name ; alfo another denominated Cahokia, who 
dwell on the banks of Chepuflb. Sec Fto- 

IttDA. , . . 

I'X^Fi^^'^^^^^^y^^^^^ o^ Guaxaca, and 
aiidOlJWd* t)f Mekico, ih the province of thir 
rij^(^^'N6rth America. It ftaiids at the fbof 
or uT|pli6lfntain8 Quclenos, at tlie bottom of » 
^ifUxh^ South Tea j and is, according to Gage,' 
6ni t^f tfie pidaftnteft places in this country, 
/rid ttife'beft-furnifhed with flcfti, fowl, and fift, 
fe )& r btiguous both to the fea aind a river, 
dniidn. iidh farms ftocked each with between 
l.66W^. i'itQO head of cattle. Here, adds he, 
arc' dftightrul walks of orange, lemon, citron, 
fig^iid (fthet fruit-trees. 
' JPk^A'kicAy a long ifland, on the weft fide 
of the entrance into the bay of A 11- Saints, in 
firafil. South America; as the continent of 
Brafil is on the eaft, the ifland fecures its mouth, 
^hich is irpw^TC i of three leagues wi^e, be- 
tween it arid the miiin land ; and on the poi^t 
Afft'ft^Bayforf St. Antonio, and the little place 

Wt^^'^P^^^^'y- SeeBAHiA./ 

nr'AJp'tirt^^^the moft confiderable nations of 
dl| tliejii'ative Brazilians, In South America, that 
Aiu^ jfif j^el 5^ef^ cc quered by the Pbrtuguefe; 

they 
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they fprcad thcmfclvcs a great way inland to the 
weft, and arc divided into a vaft number ot 
tribes, or cantons, and eovcrnmcnts, all oi thrm 
living under their own Kings. They arc taller 
and ftouter than the other natives of Brafil, and 
in fomc refpcdh more rude and barbarous : they 
arc of a brown, fwaahy complexion, with 1 ng 
black hair hanging down their backs arid over 
their fhouldcrs, only the forehead Ihaved as far 
as their ears, and all the reft of their bodies, 
even to their eye-browa. Their Kings are dil- 
tingui(hcd by having, tneir heads ihaved in the 
form of a crown, ana having long nails on their 
fingers and thumbs. Joth the men and the wo- 
men go n?:. ., except a fmall covering round 
their waift. The men commonly fatten feathers 
about their heads, and ftick, by means of wild 
honey, the combs of fine birds on their fore- 
heads. They likewifc weave for thcmfclvct 
cloaks of cotton-thread, in the form of a net,, 
ftuck fo clofe with feathers as to kucp out a, 
good ihower of rain. They bore holes in their 
ears, noftrils, and under-lips, painting their bo^j 
dies brown, en which they ftick abundance of 
feathers, with wild honey. Their (hoes are 
made from the rind of the, fruit aguay. When 
their fathers or mothers die, they exprcfs their 
grief by tearing every hair ofF their heads. T^^Y 
cat human fle& when they can get it, and an 
abortive child they immediately devour. Their 
chef wcapoiis are bows and arrows, with which 
y arc fo expert as to kill a bird flying; 
Others ufe no bows, but will throw their darts 
from their hands with furprizing dexterity, 
whilft others, who have neither of thofe wca-f 
pons, content thcmfelves with wooden clubs 

'"' made 



as;: 



A 



TAR 

which tnev wield with equal agility. Their 
martial inrfrument is a kind of tfumpct, made 
either of human bones, or fome of the horns of 
cattk. But thougli they are much Wronger, 
n.K^ %*" ?r*^'"S "^ar fo good foldicrs as^the 
other Brafilians. They commonly lead a mi- 
gratory life, ranging from place to place, but 
moftly in the woods: yet they confine them- 
Iclves to certain limits, beyond which they dare 
not pafs for fear of meeting with an enemy. 
1 hev neither plant, few, nor reap, but live on 
the fpontancous produftions of the ground, and 
the beafts they kill. With regard fo religion, 
they have ft,I Ms, if poffible, than the Sther 
l^rahlians, and are much-fonder of their un- 
bounded and brutal liberty, and confequentlv 
rtipre at enmity with the Europeans than the 
reft of their neighbours. The Dutch had for- 
merly ilretched iheir conquers a good way into 
their territories : but fince their expuliion, they 
^ avoid all commerce with the people of Europe 
whether Portuguefe, or any fubica to their eo- 
vernment. ■ %:, 

• T.^o.'J'^'f'', ^"^^"AS' one of the fourteen 

jurifdiaions belonging to the archbifhopric of 

riata, in Peru, South America. It lies about 

30 leagues fouth of Plata, its greateft extent 

being about 35. The temperature of its air is 

various : in fome parts hot, and in others cold : 

fo that It has the advantage of corn, fruits, and 

cattle. This country abounds every where in 

mines of gold and filver 3 but efpecially that part 

called Chocayas. Between this province and 

the country inhabited by the wild Indians, runs 

the 
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the large river Tipuanys, the (s^nds.of wbidt^ 
being mixed with goU, ^^re waihefi,Jp ord!er..t9 
feparate the grains of that Vfit^dl^ t -f, . , , , > . i^\^\ 
"^^ Taumaco, an iifland, M,the laji^ pf^tfic 
Holy Ghori,and fouthern CQuntries^f Acpjedp, 
about 1250 leagues fronj Me;^ico. .^jT^ere de 
Quiros flayed ten, days : and a I^prd pf the 
ifland having come on board, cpnveffe^. by figii5 
with him : he was tall, '^jid JjilJ-'todied, pF.a 
fallow complexion, grey-eyed^^jhigh-jnofed, h\s 
beard and hair curled, arid p^ a gravc:afpe£^. ^p 
was very ferviceable'to his people,' !>y helpuig 
them to water. De Quir9S enquired . of him, 
whether there were other Fflands round them, 

.and if inhabited : he named .ab(^ve 6p of them., 
and a large country called Manicoii}. Xhc 
Jflands lay from S. S.'E. toN.jfe/^pd ii^fofjyed 
them by figns, that it wo^l4 lie ten w^e]f;s;iful- 
ing to the great country, where wfixfi^pepple^Qf 
all colours, friends, enemies, and cannibals, 
which he fignified by blMn^ his arm.-. The ac- 
counts which de Quiros h?id from ;inany_jpf the 
people in the ^av were rcaljy t^ femPv^fti^j^bs 

'addition, that they had coyirs^ i\k^2^\f^in^Sh^y^^y 

^ and fwine, with gre^t plenty of pear^^^^Vy^h'eri 
he failed from Taumacp, he^toplfj/oi^r-of^itj^e 
natives with him, three of whom werf ^.p]Bfn^d 
in fwimming ; and the other, called I^^ro^^iame 
to Mexico, and after learning Spanil% *t /,\>jas 
obferved, that upon afking him ^uefiic^s. in 
different companies, at different?time^K%^P8^ 

V varied in his accounts, or contradicted; hi|iiie|f. 
He was a native of the i(lah(^ of C(iicayanp, 
larger than Taumaco, and about 30a miles from 
it. He faid it was more leveL and ^bgunded 

5 more 
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H^^i^.*^?** '^'^' ''^^^ "^t'^8 had, in ge- 
heratrlaiik h^it; fome were white, with red 

M^te^V^H^'^S' "^'^^ curled hiir ; and 
fbAlc^bdny,Mc^Ne5rQes. He added, that in 
thh tfUhd were feveral forts of pearl-oyfters, 
and! ill ^ihallow water. Befides feveral other 
iflinds t^hich he mentioned, as Guatopo, 150 
rtiles f^bii^ Tauiii^co ^ Tucopia, at 100, where 
the cavimty'mWn!:6h, &e. lay. In Taumaco, 
a^the fam^-lhdian aflerted, was a pilot, who 
had fetj^4ii Tt^ariy more iflands, particularly a 
large br^, called PaUroi whence he brought 
fome fi(h-'gigs. and arrows with coloured 
'poii^ts. '"'^^ ' ~ 

^ \0e Quiros obferves, that in the bay of Philip 
.^nd J^mcs were many black fton^s, very heavy: 
•fotpfe bf Which he carrieVl to Mexico, and upon 
Ik&ym^ th^, thty found filver: Pedro faid, 
'that Tamnaco'abcJiinded with them, as did alfo 

Manicbla, '^ He talked much of the populouf- 
*«efs of the fevefal iflands, and of oSier great 
'^fcountfij^s^ S. B. and W. of them, which agrees 

DrltH tKe cmij eaiircs of the heft judges, and the 
^exp^i^ife of diftbverers llnce. ^ 

'^uS^^^^^^^^^^^ ^ ^^wn of Guaxaco and 
^Mekiei^in North America. It lies at the foot 
^of^iribttiiitalH, on tiictop of which is a vol- 
^i6arf£; Claptaih Gbok advifes, that fliips, in 
^ ^croffirtg' thi6 bay fliould keep as clofe undfer the 
i-^j^ ^ F^Me ; and not contend with the 
^inofth winds, by which many haVe been loft, 
'^tp"? ^<^ to Eftepaque, Gage travelled thro* 
v^ Wain d^ert of two days journey, abounding 
h^ cattle of all forts, tame and wild ; he 
fe# ilfb wolves and tigers. Tecdantepecjue, 

accordins: 
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according to Scnex, lies above lOO miles from 
Guatulco. ' 

Teneriffe, a town of Santa Martha and 
Terra Firma, in South America. It ftands on 
the eaftern hank of the great river Santa Martha, • 
below its jundlion with that of Madalena, 
about 135 miles from the city of Santa Martha, 
towards the fouth, the road from which capital 
to Teneriffe is very difficult by land : but one 
may go cafily enough from one to the other, 
partly by fea, and partly by the above-mention- 
ed river. 

Tequ Ajo, or TiQU AS, a province of Mexi- 
co, in North America ; according to the ac- 
counts of fome Spanifh travellers being about 
lat. 37. N. where they found fixteen villages. 

Tenf-cum, a place of Penfylvania, North 
America, where the Swedes have a meeting- , 
houfe, but whether lying on the borders of the 
county of Buckingham, or thofe of Philadel- 
phia, does not appear. 

Terra del Fogo. See Fogg, in South 
America. 

a Terra de Latraton, 1. e. The Plough- 
zman or Labourer's Land, as the Spaniards nam- 
-ed it, from its cultivation, though probably the 
greateft part lies unfilled j one of the northern 
countries 'of America, which the Englifh call 
, New Britain. It lies S. W. of Groenland, with 
Hudfon's Streights and part of the Atlantic 
ocean on the N. E. and the latter alfo on the 
E. on the S. E. it is divided from Newfound- 
land by the ftreights of Bellerfle ; on the S. it * 
has the gulph and river of St. Laurence, with 
• part of Canada \ aud on the W. Hudfon's bay* 
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It extends from lat. ^o, ta 63..Nv^n4 from 
ong. 51. to 79. W. It is nearly of a triangu. 
Jar form. We have no knowledge at alloTits 
inland parts, and but an imperfea ©nc of ^its 
coaib. The extreme povcity and Wiital ficrce- 
Xicfs^of the people dwelling near the fea-^ihore, 
Wh the very pinching coldnefs of the climate, 
ijave deterred the Europeans from making- any 
fettlemems there. This country is inhabited 
by a fierce and favage people, called Eski- 
MAvXy which fee, 

^ Not long ago a new fea or ftreight was 
.difcovered on the weftern fide of this land from 
■Hudfon s bay. But whether it be only a guiph, 
or communicates with HudfonV bay, or the 
North fea, is a pc^nt not yet afcertained. AH 
that we find from the befl maps, is, that the en- 
trance into that fea lies between lat. 58. and 
59- N. But Charlevoix's map of Hudfon's bay 
has not this new fea. 5 j- 

Terra P'irma, a klcgdom of South Ame- 
rica.. It begins northwards, at the rker of Da- 
nen, and ftretching itfelf along by Nombre 4e 
Dios, Bocas de Toro, B^hia del Almirante, is 
lermmated weflward by the river de los Doradxjis 
in the North fea. Towards the South fea, be- 
gmningon the weftern part, it extends from 
Punta Gorda in Cofta Rica, by Punta deMari- 
atos, Morro de Puercos, to the guiph of Darien, 
>whence it continues fouthward; along the coaft, 
% Puerto de Pinas and Morrgi Quejnado„to the 
bay of St. gonaventura. Its length from £. to 
W. is 180 leagues; but if meafured along the 
coaft, it exceeds 230 ; and its breadth from N. 
to S. is the fame with that of the iijhmus, in- 
cluding 
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eluding the whole province of Panama, and 
part of that of Darien. It contains the three 
|)rovinces of Panama, Darien, and Vcraguas : 
which others fubciivide from W. to E. into Po- 
payan, New Granada, or Santa Fe, or Caftello 
del Oro, and New Andalufia, on the S. Then 
going from E. to W. Venezuela, Rio de la Ha- 
cha, Santa Martha, Carthagena, and Terra 
Firma Proper, which is the ifthmus of Darien 
on the N. . ^Wi^f ^^:-- 

Terra Firma has part of Peru, the Amarons 
Country, and part of Guiana, on the S. the ri- 
ver Oroonoko, which parts it from Guiana, on 
the S. E. the Atlantic ocean on the E. and that 
part of it, called the North fea, on the N. and 
the South fea on the W. where the ifthmus of 
Darien alfo parts it from Mexico, or New 
Spain. 

The narroweft part of the ifthmus is from the 
rivers Darien and Chagre, on the North fea, to 
thofe of Pito and Caymito on the South fea : 
and here the diftance from fea to fea is about 14 
leagues: afterwards it incrcafes in breadth to- 
- wards Cboco and Sitara •, and the fame weft- 
ward, in the province of Veragtias, forming an 
interval of 40 leagues from fea to fea. 
»i Along this ifthmus run thofe famous chains of 
lofty mountains called the Andes : which, be- 
ginning at fuch a prodigious diftance as the 
Terra Magellanic*, traverfes the kingdom of 
aChili, the province of Buenos Ayres, through 
Peru and Quito ; and from the latter province 
they contract themfelves, as it were, for a paf- 
fage through this narrow ifthmus. Afterwards 
again widening, they continue their courfe 

through 
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through Nicaragua, Guatimala, Cofta Ric», St. 
Miguel, Mexico, Guajaca, la Pucbla, and 
others, with feveral arms and ramifications for 
ftrengtbening, as it were, thefouthern with the 
northern parts of America. 

The capital of the whole kingdom of Terra 
Firma, as well as of its particular province of 
the fame name, is Panama; befides which are 
the two cities of Porto Bello, aijd Santiago de 
Nata de los Cavalleros, with one town, fome 
few forts, feveral villages, and country- feats, 
&c. The other places in the two remaining 
diftriiSs are not very confiderable. 

Ter^ra Firma Proper. SeeDARiEN. . 
tiKTESTiGOES, iilands near the coaft of fi^yr 
Andalufja, in Terra Firma,^ in South Aine- 
^rica. . 

Thames, a river of New England, in North 
America, which rifing in a lake, north of the 
Mafiachufets country, runs dirciSlly fouth, and 
falls into the fea, below New London, and E. 
of Conneaicut river. This is a confiderable 
ftream, with feveral fmall branches, the princi- 
pal of which are called Glafs-River, RuflclV 
Delight, and the Indian-River. 

Thomas, St. or the Danes Island, the 
largeft, and moft northerly ifle to theE. of Por- 
to Rico, one of the Antilles in the Weft Indies^ 
It is the r^arcft of all to Anegada, according to 
Moll J but Labat makes it the weftermoft. It 
abounds with potatoes, millet, mandroca, and 
moft forts of fruits and herbage, efpecially fu- 
gar and tobacco ; but is extremely infefted with 
mufkettoes and other troublefome vermin. The 
Englifh had formerly a fpacious fcttlement on 
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it,^ where fome French exiles found a great 
number of perfons of both fexes, who had 
been killed, but not ftripped, by the Spani- 
ards. Mr. Percv fays, this ifland produces 
oranges, citrons, lemons, guavas, bananas, and 
fig-trees; but, according to Labat, they have 
few horfes or black cattle, yet are furnifhed 
with fiefli-meat enough from Porto Rico. Here 
are excellent kids, and all forts of wild fowl, 
but from the nrmbers of people, and great 
plenty of money here, provifions are, as is moft 
commonly the cafe, dear. Dampier calls it a 
free port, and a receptacle, or fanftuary, for 
privateers : and indeed the Danifli monarch's 
ports, from his being generally a neutral Prince, 
are open to the (hipping of all nations. Here is 
a fafe and commodious harbour, with two na- 
tural mounds on it, calculated, as it were, for 
placing two batteries for the defence of its eri- 
trance. Though the ifland is only fix or feven 
leagues in circuit, it has two mafters ; namely, 
the Danes and Brandenburghers, the latter of 
which are under the protedti6n of the former i. 
though all the trade here, fays Labat, is carried 
on by the Dutch, under the name of the Danes. 
Nearly in the center of the harbour is a fmall 
fort without ditch or out- works ; and the town, 
which begins about 50 or 60. paces weft of it, 
confifts chiefly of one long ftreet, at the end of 
which is the Danifli fa£tory, a large building, 
with convenient ware-houfes, for the ftowage of 
the goods, as well as the reception of negroes, 
in which article they trade with the Spaniards. 
On the right fide of this factory is the Bran- 
denburg quarter, confifting of two little ftreets, 

full 
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full of French refugees from Europe, and the 
Iflarids. Moft of the houfes are of brick, Scing 
built and tiled in the Dutch fafliion ; yet but of 
one ftory, on account of the foundation^ where, 
before they dig to the depth of three (cet^ they 
ineet with water and qiiiclcfands. The trade of 
this fmall ifland, particularly in time of peace, 
is very confiderable : this being the ftaple for 
fuch traffic as the French, Englifh, Dutch, and 
Spaniards dare not carry on publickly in their 
own iflands : and in war-time privateers bring 
their prizes hither for fale. A great number of 
vefTels trade from hence along the coaft of Ter- 
ra Firma, and return with a great deal of fpecie> 
or bars, and valuable merchandife j" fo that the 
place is wealthy, and always well ftockedf. with 
all forts of goods. In 1688 the Danifli fadory 
here was attacked and plundered by the French 
buccaneers. A large baitery has fince been 
ere<5led at the bottom of the firft, which in 
1701, when Labat was here, was mounted with 
20 pieces of cannon. 

Thomas, St. a town of Guiana, in Sout^ 
America. • It ftands cm the banks of the river 
Orbonoko^ It was attacked by Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh, as he went in queft of a gold-mine, by or- 
der of King James I. Lat. 75. N. long. 6a. 
36. W. 

Three Rivers. See Triele Rivers. 
^.fTiBERON, Cape, a round black rock, which 
is the moll wcftern point of the whole ifland of 
Hifpaniola, ip the Weft Indies. See Hispani- 
OLA and St. Domingo. 

Tickle- ME-quiCKLY Harbour, fo called 
by the Englifli, a fine little fandy bay of Terra 

2 Finua 
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Firma Proper, on the ifthmus of Daricn, in 
South America, at the north-weft end of a riff 
of, rocks with good anchorage and fafe land- 
ing, the extremity of the rocks on one fide, and 
the SambaHas iflands on the other, (the range 
of which begins from hence) oo the other fide, 
guard it from the fea, and Co form a very good 
harbour. It is much frequented by privateers. 

TicoNDERAGO, a fort, built by the French 
in the year 1756, on the narrow pafTage, or 
communication, between the lakes George and 
Champlin, in North America. It had all the 
advantages that art or nature could give it, be- 
ing defended on three fides by water furrounded 
by^ocks,' and by half of the fourth by a fwamp, 
and where that fails, the French creaed a breaft- 
work nine feet high. The troops under Ge- 
neral Abercrombie were defeated here in the 
year 1758 ; but it was taken the year following 
by General Amherft. 

Tics AN, a village of Ouenca, and depart- 
ment of Alanfis, in Qiiito, in South America, 
which was entirely deftroyed by an earthquake, 
but the inhabitants efcaped, and removed to a 
fafer fituation. The marks of this dreadful 
convulfion of nature are ftill vifible in-feveral 
chafms among the mountains, many of which 
are two or three feet in breadth ; this evidently 
evincing the violent concuflions in the bowels of 
the earth at thai time. The temperature of the 
air here is fomething colder than at Cuenca, 
though not in a degree fufficient to leflen the 
exuberant fertility of the foil. 

TiMBUESjIndran natives of South America ; 
fome of which dwell along the banks »f the 
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Rio de la Plata, and others about a large lake 
formed by that river. They were firft difcover- 
ed by Pedro dc Mendoza, who being courtc- 
oudy treated by them, built a town in. their ter- 
ritory, which he called Buena Efpcranica, /. t. 
Good Hope. They live in villages moftly, 
feeding on fifli 5 and are more affable and do- 
cile than any of the other tribes in that neigh- 
bourhood. 

TiTiCACA, or Chucuito, a lake of Char- 
cas and Peru, in South America. It lies be^ 
tween the provinces comprehended under the 
general name of Callao j and of all the known 
lakes ofS. America, this is the largeft. It is of a 
figure fomething oval, with an inclination from 
nofth-weft to fouth-eaft, and about 80 leagues 
in circuit. The water in fame parts is 70 or 80 
fathoms deep. Ten or twelve large, befidcs a 
greater number of fmaller ftreams, difcharge 
themfelves into it. The water of this lake, tho' 
neither fait nor brackifli, is muddy, and has 
fomething fo naufeous in its tafte as not to be 
drank. It abounds with fifti of two oppofite 
kinds and qualities ; the one large and palate- 
able, by the Indians called fuchis ; the other 
fmall, infipid, and bony, which the Indians long 
fince denominated boyas. On it are alfo great 
numbers of geefe and other wild fowl, its fliores 
are covered with flags and rulhcs, the materials 
of which the bridges of the country are made. 

As the weftern limits of this lake are called 
Chucuito ; fo thofe on the eaft fide ar« diftin- 
guilhed by the name of Omafcuyo. In it are 
feveral iflands, among which is one very large, 
and anciently was one mountain, but fince le- 
■ ' veiled 
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veiled by order of the Yncas. It however gave 
to the lake its own name of Titicaca, which, 
in the Indian language, fignifies a mountain ot 
lead, and about two mufkct-lhots from the fliore. 
In this idand the firft Ynca, Mancho-capac, the 
illuftrious founder of the empire of Peru, in?, 
vented his political fable. That the Sun, hi* fa- 
ther,had placed him there, together with his in- 
ter and confort Mama Oello Huaco ; enjoining 
them to draw the neighbouring people from the 
ignorance, rudenefs, and barbarity in which they 
lived, and to humanize them by cuftoms, laws, 
and religious rites, diaated by himfelf. So that 
in return for the benefits rcfulting from this art- 
ful ftrataeem, the iflarid has been looked upon 
as fi cred by all the Indians. And the Yncas 
determining to erea on it a temple to the Sun, 
caufcd it to be levelled, that its fite might by that 
means be rendered the more delightful and com- 
modious. , ,. , t • 

This was one of the moft fplendid temples in 
the empire. For, befidcs the plaits of gold and 
fiiver with which its walls were magnihcently 
adorned, it contained an immenfe quantity of 
riches 5 all the inhabitants of the provinces 
which depended on the empire, being indifpen- 
fablv obliged to vifit it once a year, and make 
fome offering to it. This prodigious colleaion 
of riches the Indians, upon leeing the violent 
rapacity of the Spaniards, are thought to have 
thrown into this lake ; as it is certainly known 
they did with regard to a great part of thofe at 
Cufco, among which was the famous golden 
chain, made by order of the Ynca Huayna-ca- 
pac, for folemnizing the feftival of giving name 
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to his cidcft Ton. But thcfc valuable cffcd^s 
were thrown into another lake, in the valley of 
Orcos, fix leagues S. of Cufco : and though 
numbers of Spaniards, animated with the flat- 
tering hopes of fuch immenfe treafure, made 
frequent attempts for recovering it, yet from the 
great depth of water, and the bottom being co- 
' vered with flime and mud, all their endeavours 
were rendered fruitlefs. For though its circuit 
is not above half a league, yet the depth of wa- 
ter in molt places is not leis than 23 or 24 fa- 
thoms. 

■■^ Towards the fouth part of Titic^ca lake, the 
banks approach one another, fo as to form a 
kind of bay terminating in a river, called El Dc- 
faguadero, or the drain j and afterwards forms 
the lake of Paria, which has no vifible outlet : 
but its many whirlpools fufficiently indicate that 
the water ifTues by a fubterraneous paffage. 
Over the river El Defaguadero ftill remains the 
bridge of rufhes invented by Capac-Yupanqui, 
the fifth Ynca, for tranfporting his army to the 
other fide, in order to conquer the provinces of 
Collafuyo. The Defaguadero is here between 
80 and 100 yards in breadth, flowing with a 
very impetuous current under a fmooth, and as 
it were, flceping furface. The Ynca, to over- 
come this difliculty, ordered four very large 
cables to be made of a kind of grafs, which co- 
vers the lofty heaths and mountains of that 
country, and by the Indians called ichu : fo 
that thefe cables were the foundation of the 
whole ftruaure. Two of thefe being laid acrofs 
the water, fafcines of dry juneira, and totora, 
two fpecics of rufhes, were faften,ed together, 

and 
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and laid acrofs the cables. On th! again the 
two other cables were laid, and covered with t' 
like fafcinc3 fecurely fallenedon, but of a finall- 
cr dze than the firft, and arranged (o as to form 
a level furface. And by this means the Ynca 
procured a fafe paflage for his army. This 
bridge of ruflies, which Js about five yards 
broad, and one yard and an half above the fur- 
face of the water, is carefully repaired, or re- 
built, every fix months by the neighbouring 
provinces, in purfuance of a law made by that 
Ynca ; and fmce often confirmed by the Kings 
of Spain, on account of its vaft ufe, it being the 
. channel of intercourfe between thofe provinces 
on each fide the Defaguadero. i»n«^ » ■-,i%\ >. 

Tl ASCALA, or LOS Angelos; a province of 
New Spain, in North America. It has the ad- 
vantage of. lying on the North and South feas, 
having that part of the former which is the 
gulph of Mexico on *;hc E. the province of 
Guaxaca on the S. E. the Pacific ocean on 
the S. the province of Mexico Proper on the 
W. and that of Panuco on the N. W. It is 
above lOO leagues from the one fca to the 
other ; about 80 where broadeft, which is along 
the gulph of Mexico ; and 25 upon the fea- 
coaft. Its climate, foil, and produce, are much 
the fame with thofe of Mexico Proper. On the 
weft fide thei-c is a chain of mountiiins for the 
fpace of 18 leagues, very well cultivated ; and 
. on the north is alfo a great ridge of mountains, 
the neighbourhood of which expofes it to horrid 
tempefts, hurricanes, and frequent inundations 
of the river Zahual, whereby houfes, even on 

a.l«^2 A.M..*,M .^C ^vkrvi •v.AiA j^^o ««f"^ ir\nr\t>^tr\^^o Or«Wo*% 

dangered. Yet this is allowed to be the moft 

populous 
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populous country in all America. And this is 
partly afcribed to its having been originally an 
ally to Cortez, in the conqueft of Mexico, who 
obtained a grant of it from the Emperor Charles 
VL alfo Kmg of Spain, by which it is ftill ex- 
empt from any fervice or duty whatfoever to 
that Crown, only paying the Kling of Spain a 
handful of maize for each head, as an acknow- 
ledgement; which inconfiderablc parcels were 
faid'', upwards of 50 years ago, to make up 
13,000 bufhels; for it produces fo much of that 
Indian corn, that hence it has had the name of 
Tlafcala, /. e. the land of bread. By this means 
the towns and villages fwarm with Indians, 
quite a different people from their neighbours, 
who have become entirely ftupid, through the 
long continuance of the flavery and oppreffion 
to which they have been fubje<aed. Whereas 
thefe have all the fire and fpirit natural to a free 
people ; fpeak the Spanifti tongue, and hardly 
any other ; being perfe£Wy reconciled to the 
Spanifti cuftoms, and grateful for the counte- 
nance fhewn them. 

This province was anciently a monarchy, till 
civil wars arifing among the inhabitants, they 
formed themfelves into an ariftocracy of many 
Princes, in orcjer to get rid of one. They di- 
vided their towns into different diftriiSs, each of 
which nominated one of their chiefs to refide in 
the court of Tlafcala, where they formed a fe- 

; iiatte,whofererolutions were a law to the whole. 

' Under this form of government, they maintain- 
ed themfelves a long while againft the Kings of 
Mexico, and continued in it till the reception 
of the Spaniards under Cortez. 
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Of the fame name is its ancient capital, once 
the fee of a Bi(hop, about 45 miles E. of Mexi- 
co, and 60 N. of Los Angclos, its modern ca- 
pital. It has a pleafant fite on the banks of a 
river which runs into the South fea; but is 
nioftly inhabited by Indians, who in generaFare 
very rich, being free from all taxes and duties, 
'as we obferved above : and having been entirely 
converted to chriftianity, they have feveral good 
churches and mon<(fteries. In Gage's time there 
were no lefs than 28 towns and villages under 
thejurifdi£lion of this city, containing 150,000 
families, fays that writer ; and that it was worth 
all the towns and villages between La Vera 
^ Gruz and Mexico, the former being 140 miles 
'*S.E. ofit. When the Spaniards firft arrived 
liere, fays' Heylin, it contained 300,000 inhabi- 
tants i and Acofta affirms, that it had a market- 
place large enough to hold 30,000 buyers and 
fellers ; that in the fhambles were feldonx lefs 
than 15^000 fheep, 4000 oxen, and 2000 hogs. 
^*But niatters were fo much altered, that Gemelti, 
who was here in 1698, fays, it was then become 
•an Ordinary village, with a parifh church, in 
*ivhich hangs lip a pi6ture of the fhip which 
brought Cortez to La Vera Cruz. This city, 
according to Captain Cook, ftands in the valley 
' of Atlifco, which is a league and an half over, 
producing above 100,000 bufhels of wheat in a 
year. Lat. 19. 51. N. long. 102. 5. W. 

To A, one of the two rivers (Bajamond being 
the other) which empties itfelf into the harbour 
of Porto Rico, in the Antilles ifland of the fame 
name. It rifes from Mount Guiame, on the 
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from the town, and running N. in a large 
ftrcam to Mount Curvas, divides itfelf into two 
branches, betwixt which the other river Baja- 
mond has its fource. 

Tobago, or Tabago, one of the Caribbee 
iflands in the American ocean, 20 miles north 
of Trinidad, and i20 fouth of Barbadoes. It is 
about 52 miles long, and 12 broad. It was 
formerly planted by the Englifli, but being of- 
ten ravaged by the Indians, who dwell on the 
main-land, near the mouth of the river Oroo- 
noko, they deferted the ifland, which is ftill un- 
inhabited, though remarkably fruitful. Lat. 11. 
36. N. long 59. 10. W. , 

ToLu, a town of Terra Firma, South A- 
merica, with a harbour on a bay of the north 
fea. The famous balfam of the fame name 
comes from this place; 114 miles S. W. of 



Carthagena. Lat. 



It. 9. 36. N. long. 77. 5. W. 
Tom ACQ, a large river of ropayan, and 
Terra Firma, South America, ahoujt three 
leagues to the N. E. of Galla-ifle. And about 
a league and an half within the river, is an In- 
dian town of the fame name, and but fma^, the 
inhabitants of which commonly fupply little 
vefTels with provifions, when they put in here 
for refrefliment. At this river begins a great 
wood, extending ten or twelve leagues to the 
fouthward. All along this coaft are feveral ri- 
vers, at Vhofe head both the Spaniards and In- 
dians wait for gold which wafhes down from 
the mountains. This is a very rainy place, 
efpccially from April to October, which is the 
winter-feafon here : at which time from hence 

all nnrt\\\u^rA nlontr the coaft nf Mexico is 

continual 
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-continaal' thunder and lightening, with rain, 
and feveral violent tornadoes or whirlwinds. 
The land-marks here are, that the land is high- 
er than the coafts of Gorgona, and very full of 
hills and trees, particularly one very high 
mount. 

ToMrNA, a jurifdi£lion in the archbiftiopric 
of Plata, and province of Peru. It begins 
about 1 8 leagues S. E. from the city of Plata'; 
on its eaftern confiriCS dwella nation of wild 
Indians, called Chiriguanos. The climate here 
is hot, and confequently its productions are fuch 
as are common to hot countries. Some parts 
have vineyards, and in others are made confi- 
derable quantities of fugar. It alfo abounds in 
cattle and fheep. Its extent in fome p^rts is 
near 40 leagues. The vicinity of the Chirigu- 
anos is a contmual uneafmefs to the towns in 
this jurifdi<5tion, and even to the city of Plata 
itfelf, as they have more than once attempted to 
furprife it. 

• ToME^AMBA, a town of Qjito, one of the 
provinces of Peru. Here are the ruins of a 
temple, dedicated to the Sun, (fee Titicaca) the 
walls of which were lined with gold-platei', 
when the Spaniards firft arrived in this country. 
It lies about 160 miles foath of Q^iito. Lar. 2. 
10. S. long. 77. 10. W. 

ToPiA, a mountainous barren part of New 
Bifcay province in Mexico, North America ; 
yet moft of the neighbouiing parts are pleafanr, 
abounding with all manner of provifions. 

Tortoises, the River of, lies ten 
miles above a lake, twenty miles long, and 
ejuht or ten broad- which is fcriiied by the 
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Mi/Tifippi in Louiiiana or Carolana, and Florida, 
in North America. It is a large fine river, 
vyhich runs into the country a good way to the 
north-eaft, and is navigable 40 miles by the 
largeft boats. <v „ 

ToRTUGA, Salt, or Sal Tortuga, an 
ifland on the weft of New Andalufia, and Terra 
Firma, South America, fo called, fays Darapier, 
in contradiftin^ion to the flioals of Dry Tor- 
tugas near Cape Florida, and to the ifle of 
Tortuga, near that of Hifpaniola. It is pretty 
large, uninhabited, and abounds with fait. It 
lies in lat. 11. 36. N. and long. 64. W. being 
fomething northcrly'from Margarita, about 14 
leagues, and 17 or 18 from Cape Blanco on the 
main. The eatt end of Tortuga is full of 
rugped, bare, and broken rocks, which firetch 
themfeives a little way out to fea. At the 
(outlv ti.il part is an indifferent good road for 
flipping, and much frequented in peaceable 
times by merchantmen, which come hither to 
lad *! fait, from May to Auguft. For at the eaft 
tnd is a large falt-pond within 200 paces of the 
fea. Near the weft extremity of the ifland, on 
the fouth-fide, there is a fmall harbour and fome 
frefli water. That end of the ifland is full of 
iilirubby trees ; but the eaft end is rocky, and 
bare of trees, producing only coarfe grafs. Up- 
on it are fome goats, but not many. The 
turtles, or tortoifes, come into the fandy bays to 
Jay their eggs, and from hence the ifland has its 
name. There is no ancoringany where but in 
the road where the falt-ponds are, or in the 
harbour. 

^ TORTUGAS. 
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TORTUGAS, or TORTUDAS, OHC of the 
Antilles ifles, in the Weft-Indies, near the N. 
coaft of Hifpaniola. It Was formerly the great 
refidence of the buccaneers, and lies off cape St. 
Nicholas, 86 miles north of Petit Guaves, and 
35 Spanifh leagues eaft from Cuba. It is fur- 
rounded with rocks on the north and weft fides ; 
and the road on the eaft fide is very hard to 
find, and very difficult and dangerous when 
found, by reafon of roclis and fands ; and the 
difficulty of accefs probablv made this the retreat 
of the buccaneers. The Spaniards however de- 
ftioyed their fettlements here in 1638, with ex^ 
treme cruelty 5 notwithftanding which thebuc^ 
cancers returned, and fettled here again, undcJr 
the command of Captain Willes, an Englifli* 
man : but not long after he was obliged t<» 
abandon it to the French, who were bar/afled 
many years by the Spaniards, and driven off the 
ifland more than once. The French however 
having conftant fupplies from their iflands, and 
being joined from time to time by adventurers of 
all nations, they ftiil kept up their claim, and 
at laft not only fixed themfelves in this little 
ifland, but began to make fettlements or the 
weft end of St. Domingo, where they built 
fome villages and feveral forts. 

Moll and the Sanfons place this ifland 20 
miles north from the north-weft end of Hifpft^ 
niola : brt, according to Labat, it is only tv/6 
fmall leagues from it, being fix in length from 
eaft to weft, and three where broadeft from 
north to fouth. The Hiftory of the Buccaneers 
makes it 60 leagues in circuit. It is rocky, 

L 2 efpecially 
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e/pecially on the north fide; yet full of tall 
palms and other trees, producing not only to- 
bacco, but yellow fanders, guiacum, gum-ele- 
mi, china-root, aloes, fugar, indigo, cotton, 
ginger, oranges, citrons, apricots, bananas, 
maize, aromatic laurels, and moft of the fruits 
which grow on the other iflands, together wiih 
peafe, and the ufual roots for food. But from 
want of fprings, the people are forced to fave 
rain-water in cifterns. Here are great numbers 
of wild boars, which they are forbid to hunt, as 
ferving for provifions, whenever an invafion 
obliges the inhabitants to retire into the woods. 
Befides parrots, thrufhes, and other birds, here 
are wild, or wood-pigeons, which are very good 
at a certain feafon ; but at other times are lean 
and bitter. Here is ftore of land and fea-crabs, 
which, if eaten frequently, occafion giddinefs, 
and dimnefs of fight. The north part of the 
ifland is defolate, from the air being unhealthy, 
as well as the coaft rugged ; but the fouth part 
i$ pretty populous, with good anchorage, and 
abounds with filh. It has but one convenient 
harbour, the entrance into which is by two chan- 
nels, and it is capable of receiving large (hips. It 
lies at the bottom of a deep bay in that part of 
the country called the Low-lands. And the 
town of Cayona is defended by fort Dageron, 
fo called from a French Governor, the founder 
of this no*\v-flourifhing colony. Lat. 20. ig. N. 
long. 73. 15. W, 

r Toulouse, Port, formerly called Port St. 
Peter, on the coaft of Cape Breton, in North 
America, juft at the entrance of the Streight of 

Fronfac. 
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Tfonhc. It lies between a fort of gulph, called 
Little St. Peter, and the ides of St. Peter, op-- 
pofite to thofe of Madame, or Maurepas. 

Treble River, (o called from three rivers 
which center their dreams about a quarter of a 
mile below the town, and fall into the great one 
of St. Laurence. It Itands in Canada Proper, and 
wasformerlythecapttaloftheFrenchgovernment 

in New France, and much rcforted to by feveral 
nations which come down thofe rivers to it, 
and trade in various forts of furs. The town 
h:is pallifades round it, being commodioufiy fitu- 
a^ed in the center of the country, and conle- 
quently free from the irruptions of the Iroquois. 
It was the refidence of the Governor, who kept 
a Major under him, with a monaftery of Re- 
collcas, who arc the curates of the pi icc it 
was likewife the common emporium or mart t j 
which the natives u(ed to bring their furs and 
other commodities to fell, before the Englifh 
firft feized it and the fettlemcnt at Montreal. 
The coiony was again reftorcd anno 1635, and 
the monks, who had fettled a million there, re- 
turned to it in 1673. But in the year 176c, 
and in the courfe of the prefent war wrh the. 
French, under Wolfe, Murray, and Amherfl, 
Quebec and Montreal have falhn, with the reft 
ot Canada, into the poOefTion of the Crown of 
Great B.icain, in whofe hands it ftill is. Tne 
town itfeH is faid to be but thinly peopled, tho 
the inhabitants arc we.ilthy, and the houfes very 
large, and richly furniftied. The country round 
it is pleafant, and fertile in corn, fruits, kc. and 
has a good number of lordfhJps and handfome 
feats be!on;iing to it : on each fide of the river 
- L 3 iire 
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are great numbers of genteel houfes, hardly a 
gun-ihot from one anoiher, and the river is co- 
vered with plcafure ajid fidiing-boats, which 
catch yaft quantities of fifli, e/pecially eels of a 
prodigious fize. Thefe commonJy come in with 
the tide, and arc caught in baikets laid fo: the 
purpofci and being faited and barrelled will keep 
good a whole twelvemonth. The town is about 
5<3 miles fouth from Quebec, and the failing up 
and down from one to the other extremely 
pleafant, and even 15 leagues further up. Lat. 
46.51. N. long. 75. 15. W. 
_. Trieste, an ifland of Jucatan, in Mexico, 
North America. It Jies on the weft fide of 
Port-Royal iilc, and is about three leagues from 
weft to eaft. 

Trinidad, Santa, one of the two moft 
northerly ifles (Santa Cruz being the other) 
among Soothers which arc namdefs, near Pen- 
guin, and in Terra Magellanica, South Amcri- 
ca. On this coaft the fea is very rough, and the 
winds extremely cold and tempcftuous j but the 
oppofite, or eaftern, fea is more calm and mo- 
derate : in the latter is faid to be found a fort of 
fi^ '"g''eat quantities, which is half-fowl and 
half-hih, the head and neck being moftly above 
and the reft under water. Thefe are commonly 
feen beyond lat. 50. S. ^ 

Trinidad, or Trinity, a town of New 
Granada,- and Terra Firma, in South America ; 
about 23 miles north-eaft of St. Fe. De Laet 
favs it ftands on the eaftern bank of the river 
Magdalena 5 tho', according to the bcft maps. 
It lies above 30 miles to the eaftward of it. The 
fit€ is very convenient, but the inliabitants have 
. . : had 
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had frequent wars with the neighbouring Indi- 
ans, who are of a martial and turbulent difpoU- 

tioii. _, 

Trinidad, Trinidad a, or Trinity, an 

ifland of New Andalufia, in Terra t irma, South 
America. It partly forms the ftrcight of Pana, 
or Bocca de Drago, and is much larger than any 
of thafe on this coaft. Its eaftcrmoft point lies 
in lat. lo. 38. N. long. 60. 27- ^\ "^^^"^ 
fays, that this idand is 50 leagues long, and 
about 30 or 35 broad. But Oviedo feems 
to ' ome nearer the truth, who makes it only 
2q leagues in length, and 18 or 20 m breadth. 
ks climate is faid to be infalubrious, the ifbnd 
bcinir very often corercd with thick fogs. 1 he 
quality of its foil 1:* varioufly reported : however 
Sir Walter Raleigh, who was there fomc time 
in the year 1593, and examined the iHand, gives 
an account, that the northern part of it is high 
land} but that its foil is good, proper for plant- 
ing of fugar-cancs, tobacco, &c. Here are le- 
veral forts of animals, plenty of wild hogs, filh, 
fowl, and fruit. It alfo produces maize, caliava, 
and other roots, and in general all that is com- 
monly found in America. The Spaniards owned 
to Sir Walter that they found gold in the rivers 
of this ifland, but nothing in companfon of 
what the main-land produces. The natives 
called this ifland Cairi : but they themfclves 
had different names, according to the dittercnt 
parts of the ifland where they dwelt. It belongs 

to Spain r xt ^ 

Trinidad, la, an open town of Veragua, 

and Audience of Mexico, North America. It 
ftands on the banks of the river Bclcn, three 
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leagues from the Tea, but the inland way to it is 
alrnoft impaflhble : it Jics eight leagues caft from 
Xva Concepiion, and 124 miles fouth-eaft of Gua- 
temala, and belongs to Spain. Lat. 12, 12. N. 
^^^;^- 94. 15- W. ^ 

.^Trinidad, or la' Sonsonate, a port- 
mn of Gualimala Proper, in Mexico, or New 
^paIn, North America. It (lands on a bay of 
tliu bouth Tea, about four Jqagues from Acax- 
atJa, 65 miles fouth-eafl of Petapa, and 162 
Jrom Guatimala. It contains 4 or 500 SpaniOi 
iamiljcs, befides Mulattoes and Indians, with 
Jive churches and a monaflery. To this place 
i«rc tranfported all the goods which are brought 
to Acaxada from Peru and IVlexico. It is three 
leagues from the town to the harbour, which is 
of great refort, as being the chief place of trade, 
as has been jufl mentioned, between New 
opaai ana Peru, and the neareft landing harbour 
to Guatimala, for fliips which come from Pana- 
irja, Peru, and Mexico. But it is a place of no 
defence. In the neighbourhood are three volca- 
noes. The coaft is iow, but with good anchor- 

l^RiNiDAD, LA, one of the principal places 
on the fouth part of the ifland of Cuba, in the 
VVelt-Indies, which are under the jurifdiaion of 
the city of Havannah. 

Trinity^^Port, a large bay of Martinico, 
one of the Canbbee inands, in the American 
ocean. It is formec} on the fouth:ea(l fide by 
the point Caravelle, which is two leagues in 
length J and on the other fide by a very high 
hill, about 350. or 400 paces in length, which 
only joins to the main-land by an ifthmus not 

V - ^ above 
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above 200 f«t broad. The eaft fide, oppHte 
to the bottom of this bav, is ftoppcd up by a 
chain of rocks which appear level with the wa- 
ter, when the ebb-tide is fpent. . 

The town here is a very thriving place, being 
the refidencc of feveral merchants, as well as of 
the Lieutenant-Governor of the Cubes-terre, 
and much frequented by (hipping, efpecially 
from Nantz, the cargoes of which arc fure here 
to meet with a quick fale ; the people, who are 
very numerous in the adjacent parts, chufing 
rather to buy what they want near at hand, 
than to fend for it from the Bafle-terre. Be- 
fides, during the hurrican feafon, (hips have a 
hk (lation in this port. Another advantage 
they have he^e, is, that whvii they fet out for 
Euiope, they arc to the windward of all the 
iflands, and fave above 3-^0 leagues in their paf- 
fa-te, which they wou'.d find by the way of St. 
Dotiingo, or Porto Rico. Though this panai 
takes in all the reft of the Cabes-terre, the 
church is only a wooden ftruaure. Great quan- 
tities of cocoa, fugar, cotton, &c. are made here 
and in the neighbourhood. 

Trois Rivieres, the fame with Treble 
River (which fee). 

Truxillo, the firft diocefe in the audience 
of Lima. It lies north of the archiepifcopal 
diocefe of Lima, and with it terminates, on that 
fide, both thejurifdiaion of that audience, aud 
the vice-royalty of Peru : but the whole extent 
of thi.-v diocefe is not under the jun!diaion of 
this audience, nor of that of the Viceroy ifor 
it alfo includes the government of Jaen de Ura- 
camoros, belonging to the province and audience 

of Qyito. ^ 

/^ L 5 Truxillo, 
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TRuxiLto, one of the principal cities in the 
lafl-mentioncd province of the fame name, 1 1 
leagues from Chocope, and 250 nortti-weft of 
f una, and according to UUoa's obfcrvations, 
in at. 8.6. 3. S. long. 77. 3a W. It was 
built in the year 1535, by Don FrancifcoPi- 
zarro, in the valley of Chimo. It? fitc is plea- 
fant, notwithftanding the fandincfs of the foil, 
the gcneial inconvenience of all the towns 
in Vallc5. It is furrounded with a brick-wall, 
and from its circuit may be claffed among cities 
u u*V^^ ortier. It (lands on a fmall river, 
about half a league from the fea ; two leagues to 
the northward IS the pojt of Guanchaco, the 
channel of its maritime commerce. The houfes 
make a creditable appearance. The generality 
are of bricks, with (lately balconies and fuperb 
porticos ; but the others are of baxareques. 
Both however arc low, on account of the frc-- 
quent earthquakes, and few of tbem have fo 
much as one ftory. The Corrcgidor of i!\e 
whole department lefides in this city, and alfo,a 
Bi(hop,whofe diocefe begins at Tumbez; with a 
Chapter confining of three Dignitaries; name- 
Jy, the Dean, Archdeacon, and Chanter, with 
four Canon?, and two Prebends. Here is an 
Office of Revenue, affifted by an Accompt- 
ant, ^nd Treafurcr, one of which refidcs at 
Lam bayeq ue. Convents of fe vera] Orders are 
alfo eftabhfhed in this place; a College of Je- 
fuits, an Hofpital of our Lauv of Bethlehem, 
and two Nunneries, one of the Ofiier of St. 
Clare, and the other of St. Terefa. 

The inhabitants confift of Spaniards, Indi- 
ans, and all the other Cafts. Among the firft 
are feveral very rich and diftinguiflied families. 

All 
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All ui general arc very civil, and friendly, and 
regular in their condua. The women, in their 
drcfs and cuftoms, follow nearly thofc of Lima, 
(Sec Lima). Great numbers of chairs arc fccn 
in this city, there not being a family of any cre- 
dit without one, as the fandy foil k very troublc- 

fomc in walking. -,,*.«. 

In this climate there is a fenfible difterence 
between winter and fummef, the former being 
attended with cold, and the latterwith exceffive 
heat. The country of this whole valley is ex- 
tremely fruitful, abounding with fugar-canes, 
maize, fruits, and garden-vegetables, as .alfo 
with vine and olive-yards. The parts neareft 
the mountains produce wheat, barley, and other 
grain ; fo that the inhabitants enjoy not only a 
plenty of all kinds of provifions, but likcwife 
make confiderable exports to Panama, efpecially 
of wheat and fugars. This remarkable fertility 
has been improved to the great embelli(hmcnt 
of the country : fo that the city is furrounded 
by fcveral groves and delightful walks of trees. 
The gardens alfo are well-cultivated, and make 
a very beautiful appearance : whic*!, with a 
continual ferene (ky, prove not lefs ^ *iD.a ^o 
travellers, than to the inhabitants. 

About a league from the city is a river, the 
waters of which are conveyed by various cana's 
through this delightful country 

Truxillo, or Nostra Seniora de la 
Paz, a town of NewCranada (Venezuela), 
and Terra Firma, in South Anfterica, 125 miles 
fouth of Maracaibo-lake, and fubjeft to Spain. 
On the fouthcrmoft bank of the laft-mentioned 
lake is a village, called 1 ruxillo, depc^^ding on 

this 
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*hls city, and whither its inhabitants ufed to 
carry meal, bifcuit, bacon, and other provifions, 
Which they embark on that river, where they 
are tranfported into other provinces of South 
Alnerica, by which mpans they drive a very 
profitable trade. .This they do twice a year, in 
May and November. The city is in lat! o. 21. 
JN. long. 69. 15. W. ^ 

^ Truxillo, a town of Honduras and Gua- 
. timala audience, in North America. It ftands 
JJigh, about a league from the North fea, and 
between twp rivers, the mouths of which, with 
iome iflands before them, form the harbour at the 
bottom of St. Giles's bay, above two leagues 
hroad, bemg deep and fecure, and defended by a 
caftJe, but its trade is inconfiderable. The 
country is exceeding fruitful in corn and grapes, 
and, notwithftanding the heat of the climate, 
\cry populous. The city is defended by a thick 
wall towards th^ fea, and is inacceiTibJe but by 
a narrow fteep afcent. The caiHc joins to the • 
wall, and ftands on a hill. Behind the city are 
very high mountains. It. lie* 306 miles north- 
-6 W ^"^^^'^^^^' ^^^- MvS^- N. Jong. 88. 

TucuMAN, fo called from a tribe of Indians, . 
a province of South America, and the fouth- 
weft divifion of Paraguay, belonging to Spain. 
It IS oounded on the N. partly by Los Chicas, . 
m Peru, and partly by Chaco ; on the S. by 
Cayo and Pampas , on theE. by Paraguay Pro- 
per, and Rio de la Plata j and on the W. by St. 
Jago, in Chili, and the fouth end of Chicas; 
extending itfelf from. Rio Vermejoto Rio Quar- 
to, almoft from lat. 24, to 34. S. and from E. 

to 
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trt W. where broadcft, from tlie river Salado to 
the ridge of the Cordillera, which feparates it 
from Ctiili, almoft from long. 62. to 69. 30. W. 
So that it lies, for the moft part, in a verjr tem- 
perate and healthy climate. Its territory is rich 
and well-cultivated, cfpecially towards Chili, 
with fome defert cantons towards the Magellanic 
fide. The foil is fandy, and almoft without 
ftones, but very well-watered, producing plenty 
of cotton, wax, honey, paftel for dying, and a 
variety of fruits, with foots, Indian wheat, &c. 
They likewife breed here vaft numbers of cattle, 
and have plenty of deer, and other game, with 
lions and tygers in their woods. The fheep here 
are very large and ftrong, but their wool is fine, 
and the inhabitants ufe them alfo for carriage. 
The natives were formerly naked, but fmqe 
fomething civilized by the Spaniards, and cover- 
ed with their woollen and cotton manufactures j 
they live in fmall villages very clofe to one an- 
other. Iti two principal rivers are the Dolce 
and Salado, /. e. the fweet and fait ones, befidcA 
innumerable fmaller llreams. 

TucuYO, a town of New Granada and 
Terra Firma, in North America. It ftands in a ' 
valley of the fame n am e^ every where furrounded 
by mountains, and not ab'>ve half a league in 
length and breadth. A river divides the place in 
two. The air is very healthy, and the foil fruit- 
ful, producing p'enty of provifions, wheat, iVuit, 
fugar-cancs, &c. The woods abound with game : 
It lies 200 miles S. of Macaybo city. Lat. 7. 10. 
N. long. 68. 36. W. 

TuMBEZ, a town in the road to Lima and 
Peru, in South America, feven leagues from 

Salto^j 
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Sako, a place for landing of goods configned to 
this place, and in lat. 3. 13* i6. S. Near 
Tumbez is a river of the fame ivame, which 
difcharges itftrlf into the bay of Gijaya<|uil. . It 
ftands in a very fandy plain, intcr^erf^ with 
fome fmall eminences. It confifts of 70 cane^ 
houfcs, fcattered up and down, with about 150 
families of Meftizoe*, Indians, Mulatt?oes, aid 
a few Spaniards ; befides others along the river's 
banks, continually employed in agriculture. The 
heat is cxceffive, without rain for feveral years 
fucceffively, but when it falls it continues all the 
winter. Here Pizarro and the Spaniards firft 
landed in thefe fouth parts of America, where 
thev faw prodigious riches, with large palaces, 
caftles, and temples, of all whichnhere is not 
a fmgle veftige now remaining. The whole 
country, through which the road hither lies, is 
entirely wafte, partlv overflowed by^ the tide, 
and partly dead fands, which reflet the fun- 
beams very intenfely. 

TuNGURAGUA, a conical mountain of the 
Cordillera of the Andes, in the province of 
Quito, South America, about (even leagues N. 
of Riobamba town ; it is equally fteep on all 
fides. 

TuNjA, a town of New Granada and Terra 
Firma, in South America ; the principal trading 
place in all the country. It abounds with mines 
of gold and emeralds -, the air is temperate, and 
hardhr any difference perceived between winter 
and fummer. The foil produces plenty of corn, 
and mott other neceffaries. It lies about thirty 
miles S. W. of Trujdlla Lat. 4. 51. N. long. 
72. lO.W. ^ ^ ^ 

TuPi- 
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TuPiNAMBOES, themofk confiderable among 
all ihe wild nations inhabiting the northern 
part of St Vincent captainfhip and the Brafiis, 
in South Amtrica. They are modly fpread 
through the whole country, and are inveterate 
enemies to the Portuguefe. 

TuRA-BAMBA, a fpacious plain of Peru, in 
South America, at the other extremity of which 
ftands the city of Quito. To this plain, a road, 
croifing feveral breaches and beaten trads, 
brines the traveller from Guayaquil. 

TuscARORAS, a nation of Indians, iituated 
near the Mohawks river, in the province of New 
York. 

Tybey, an ifland, at the mouth of the river 
Savannah, in Georgia, North America, to the 
fouthward of the bar. It is very pleafant, with 
a beautiful creek to the weft of it, where a fliip 
of any burthen may lie fafe at anchor. Here is 
great plenty of deer vid a Isght-houfe, 80 feet 
high. SeeSAVANtNArf. 
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VA C H E, or Cow's Island, about threie 
leagues from the ifland of St. Domingo, 
one of the Antilles, in America. The foil is 
very good, with two or three tolerable ports. It 
lies very convenient for a trade with the Spanifii 
colonies, on the continent, and with Cayenne. 
Only black cattle and hogs are kept on it. 

Valdivia. 
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Valdivia. SccBaldivia. 

Valladolid, a town of Jucatan, and au- 
dience of Mexico, in New Spain. It is little 
known to ftrangers, but lies 30 miles weft of 
the gulph of Honduras, 170 fouth - weft of 
Truxillo, and 65 fouth-eaft of Merida. Lat. 
14. 10. N. long. 51. 21. W. 

Valparaiso, al^'-ge and populous town of 
Chili, in South America 5 with a harbour, 
forming the port of St. Jago. It ftands in lat. 
33. 2. 36. S. and long. 304 u. 45. from the 
meridian of TenerifF, or 77. 29. W. of London. 
Ithas an inconyenient fituation near the foot of a 
mountain, and that part of it along the coaft is 
expofed to the north- winds. Bcfides the parifh- 
church, here are fome convents, but very few 
religious. It is inhabited by Spaniards and 
cafts of Mulattoes and Meftizoes. All the Callao 
fhips come hither, and take in back again 
wheat, tallow, Cordouan leather, cordage, and 
dried fruits. The commerce is carried on but 
in fummer, the place becoming remarkably de- 
folate in winter, by the removaJ of the traders 
to Santiago ; from which latter city, and its own 
neighbourhood,Va]paraifo is abundantly fupplied 
with provifions. The fruits cannot be viewed, 
without admiration* Partridges abound here in 
the feafon, fo as to be knocked down with fticks. 
The coaft forms a bay, north- eaft and fouth- 
weft, about three leagues in length, having two 
cape^, Concon and Valparaifo, In the fouth- 
weft part is the harbour, every where free from 
rocks and (hoals, except to the north-eaft of the 
breach de los Angclos, where is a blind rock. 

V-egAj 



V E R 

Vega, St, Jago de la. See Spanish 
Town, in the ifland of Jamaica. 

Venezuela, a province cf Terra Firma, in 
South America, including CarraccaSo It is 
bounded on the eaft by New Andalufia ; an the 
louth by New Granada ; on the weft by Rio de 
la Hacha ; and on the north by the North fea. 
It abounds with wild beafts and game, produ- 
cing plenty of corn twice a year, with fiui<r, 
fus^ar, and tobacco, and the beft cocoa-planta- 
tions in America. Here are very good meadows 
for cattle. They manufaaure alfo feveral 
cotton-ftuffs. And in this province are gold 
fands, with many populous towns. 

Its capital of the fame name, or CoRO (which 
feme diftinguifli as two) ftands near the fea- 
coaft, about fifty miles fouth - eaft of Cape 
St. Roman. Lat. lO. 30. N. long. 70. 15. 

Venezuela, a fpacious gulph in the fame 
province, communicating by a narrow ftreight 
with Maracaybo lake. 

Venta de Cruz, a town on the ifthmus of 
Darien, and Terra Firma, in South America. 
Here the Spanifli merchandife from Panama to' 
Porto Bello is embarked on the river Chagre, 40 
miles fouth of the latter, and 20 north of the 
former. Lat. 9.26.N. long. 81. 36. W. 

Vera Cruz, the grand port of Mexico or 
New Spain, in North America, in the province 
of Tlafcala or los Angelos, with a fecure har- 
bour, defended by a fort upon a rock of a neigh- 
bouring iilaiid, called St. John d'Alva, in the 
gulph of Mexico. This is a place of very great 
extent, and perhaps one of the moft confiderable 

in 
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in the world for trade, it being the natural cen- 
ter of the American treafure, and the raaMzinc 
of aJI the merchandife fent from New Spain, or 
of that tranfported hither from Europe. It re- 
ceives a prodigious quantity of Eaft-India goods 
over land from Acapulco, being brought hither 
from the PhrHppfne-ifles. Upon the annual ar- 
rival of the Fiota here from Old Spain, a fair is 
opened, which lafts many weeks, when this place 
may be faid to be immenfely rich. Its fltuation 
is unhealthy, from the rank bogs around it, and 
the barrennefs of the foil. Vera Cruz having 
been taken and plundered feveral times by the 
Buccaneers, the Spaniards have built forts, and 
placed centinels along thf coaft, their ordinary 
garrifon confiding only of 60 horfe and two 
companies of foot. At the old town, 15 or 16 
miles further weft, Cojtez landed on Good 
Friday 15 18, when being determined to con- 
quer Mexico or die, he funk the (hips that 
tranfported his handful of men hither. La Vera 
Cruz (lands 215 miles fouth-eaft of the city of 
Mexico. Lat. 18. 41. N. long. 102. 15. W. 

Veragua, by Ulloa made a province of 
Terra Firma, in South America, but others 
have it as a province of Guatimala and New 
Spain, in North America ; joining on the weft 
to Cofta Rica J on the eaft to Panama ; with the 
North fea on the north ; and the South fca on 
the 4buth. The coaft was firft difcovercd by 
Chriftopher Columbus in 1303, to whom it was 
granted, with the title of Duke, and Jiis pofte- 
rty ftill enjoy it. This province is very moun- 
tainous, woody, and barren 5 but has inexhauft- 
ible mines of filver, and fome of gold, the dull: 

of 
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of the latter baing found among tbc fan<U of the 
rivers. Santiago deVeraguas, or Santa Fe, is the 
capital, but a poor place; and in this province 
is the riv^r Veragya, on which that town 

ftands, ^ ^ . , J- 

Vjera Paz, a province of Guatimala audi- 
ence, an4 New Spain, in Nurth America. It 
h^s the bay of Honduras and Chiapa on the N. 
Guatiniala on the S. Honduras on the E. and 
Soconufco, with part of Chiapa, on the W. is 48 
leagues long and 28 broad. One half of it is 
healthy, and the other not. The country is 
fubjea to earthquakes, thunder, and nine months 
rain. The foil is mountainous, yielding little 
corn, but abounding in cedar, &<: Here are 
wild b^afts. The principal commodities are 
drugs, cocoa, cotton, wool, honey, &c. 

Its capital of the fame name, or Coban, 
ftands on the weft fide of a river, which runs in- 
to Golfo Dolce, 184 miles eaft of Guatimala. 
Lat. 15. lO.N. long.93. 15.W. . . 

Verb, oneofthepariflie.s of Jamaica, having 
Manury-bay in it, a very fecure road for fliip- 

Dins. * 

Verina, a fmall village, and SpaniOi planta- 
tion of New Andalufia, and Terra Firma, South 
America. Its tobacco is reputed the beft in the 
world. It lies 60 miles eaft of Cumana. 

Vermillion, Purple, or Red Sea, die 
name given by feme to the gulph of California, 
in North America. 

UjiBO, one of the principal towns of Baba- 
hoyo and Guayaquil, in South America. There 
is a river of the fame name which, with 
two others, overflows this jurifdi6iion to a 
prodigious dillance, though at different depths. 

Villa 
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Villa Rica, or Almeria, a town of 
Tlafcala and New Spain, in North America. 
It ftandson the coaft, and on a fmal) river, with 
an indifferent port, but in a better air than Vera 
Cruz, 20 leagues north of the latter. A dan- 
deftine trade is carried on here between rome 
Spanifli merchants on fhore, and the French of 
St. Domingo and Martinico. 

Villia, la, a town and river of Vera^ua 
and Guatimala audience, in New Spain, No'rth 
America. It appears from the Hiftopy of the 
Buccaneers, who plundered it in 1686, to be 
ieven leagues from Naa, bordering on Panama. 
Its fite is good, the ftreets regular, ^md Leufes 
pretty, with feveral farms, and fine favannahs in 
the neighbourhood. The river is very large, 
and at low water breaks at the mouth as on a 
flat (horej fo that great fliips anchor within 
cannon-fhot, but barks of about 40 tons may ge 
up a league and a half. The harbour is higher 
about a quarter of a league from the town. 
And about a league to windward is a large rock 
always covered with vaft numbers of fea- 
fowl. 

Vincent, St. one of the 14 captainfliips of 
Brafil in South America, and its moft foutherly 
one. It begins near the tropic of Capricorn, 
and extends itfelf fouthward thence as far as 
lat. 27. S. It hath Rio Janeiro on the E. the re- 
public of St. Paul, with fome wild natives, on 
the N. the ocean on the S. and S. E. and pan 
of Paraguay on the W. The river Garatuba 
divides it on the S. from the King's captainfliip. 

The capital town of the fame name ftands on 
the weft coaft of the ifle of Santos, about three 
or four leagues from the town of the latter 

name. 
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name. It is In inconfiderable place, with only 
bohoufcs, and not much above lOO inhabitants. 
The harbour will not receive large veffcls. It 
has five or fix fugar- mills, &c. and lies about 76 
leagues S. W. of Rio de Janeiro. Lat. 23. 40. 
S. and long. 45. 10. W. 

Vincent, db la Pazes, St. or Onda, a 
town of Popayan and Terra Firma, in Sout}i 
America; about 25 miles eaftward of San Se- 
baftian, with a port where canoes from Cartha- 
gena and Santa Martha unload their merchan- 

dife, 

Vincent, St. one of the Caribbee iflands in 
the American ocean. It is included in the 
commiffion of the Governor of Barbadoes, from 
which ifland it lies about 75 miles W. The 
Caribbeans and Negroes are numerous here, 
and live well in large villages. It is about eight 
leagues long and fix broad. On it there are fe- 
veral mountains. But the attempts of the late 
Duke of Montague, under Captain Uring, to 
plant this ifland and St. Lucia, proved unfuc- 
cefsful, after that publick-fpirited nobleman had 
expended about 40,0001. out of- his own 

pocket. 

Virgin Islands, a grcupe of twelve or 
more little iflands of the Antilles, in Ameuca, 
moftly barren, craggy, and uninhabited. They 
lie E. of Porto Rico, and W. of Anegada, 
Though thepaflagc through them is pretty diffi- 
cult, and formerly reckoned very hazardous, Sir 
Francis Drake went through them with fafety, 
when he made his nttempt on St. Domingo. 
One of the ifles is called Bird-Ifland, where the 
booby birds are fo tame, that a man may catch 
1 enoug^ii 
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enough with his hand in a ftiort time to fervc a 
fleet. They belong to Spain, and formerly in- 
cluded the feveral countries from New England 
to Carolina ; but is now within much narrower 
limits. /M-^ 

ViRGiNiA, one of the Britifh colonics, in 
North America. In 1386, and under the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, Sir Walter Raleigh pro- 
cured feveral merchants and gentlemen to ad- 
vance large fums of money towards catfrying on 
the dcfign he had formed of mal^ng further dii- 
coveries in the Weft-Indies : and in the year 
following he obtained letters pkttiit Utm the 
Queen, ** To pofTefs, plant, and enjoy for hi m- 
** felf and fuch peffbr^s as he fiiould nominate, 
** themfelves, and their fucceflbrs, all fuch 
" lands, territories, &c. as they fliould difcover^ 
** not in the poffeffion of any Chriftian nation." 
In April following, the merchants and gentle- 
men, by Sir Walter's direftions, fitted out two 
Ihiall vcffels, under the command of Captain 
Philip Amidap^ afld Captain Arthur Barlow, 
two of Sir Walter's fervants, who knowing no 
better courfe, failed away to the Canaries ; 
from thence to the Caribbee iflands, and crofting 
the gulph of Mexico, hiade the coaft of Flo- 
rida! They were fo ignorant of navigation, 
that by the computation of able feamen, they 
went above 1000 leagues out of their way. 
Their voyage however was profperous, and tb'^y 
anchored in an inlet by Roanoke, at preient 
under the government of North Carolina. 
They landed upon certam iftands on the coaft 
between Cape Fear and the bay of Chefa- 
peake ; and concluded, that the place of their 
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landing was on the main continent of America ; 
but going up to the top of a fmai^ eminence at 
a little diftancc from the ihore, they perceived it 
to be a little iiland, of about twenty, or as Mr. 
Hariot judged, of fifteen miles in length, and fix 
in breadth. This ifland was called Wococon, 
and lay between Cape Hatteras and Cape Fear ; 
and muft therefore be the iiland of Ocacock, or 
at lead fome of the other fmall iflands along that 
coaft* It was covered with tall and ftately 
trees, cedars, pines, cyprefs, fafiafras, and many 
others of excellent fmelj and quality } ..ad 
abounded in deer, rabbits, and wild-fowl, in in- 
credible numbers. 

They faw none of the natives, till the third 
day after xheir landing, when they fpied three in 
a canoe. One of them went a(hore, and waited 
without any figns of fear till the Englifti rowed 
to him. He fpoke much to them in his own 
language, and then went boldly aboard their 
velSls. They gave him a fhirt, a hat, wine, 
and meat, with which he was much pleafcJ. 
Having attentively viewed every thing, he went 
away ; and within half an hour he had loaded 
his canoe with fi(h, which he brought and di- 
vided between the fhip and the bark. 

The next day feveral canoes came, and in 
one of them the King's brother. His name was 
Granganameo ; the King was called Wingina, 
and the country Wingandacoa. The King 
himfelf at that time lay, at his chief town, ill of 
the wounds which he had lately received in a 
battle. Granganmeo, leaving his canoes at 
fome diftance, went to the point of land where 
the EngUih had gone to the Indian the day be- 
fore. 



V I R 

fore. Having fpread a mat, he fat down upon 
it; and when the Englifh came to him well 
armed, he (hewed no fear j but made figns to 
them to fit down, ftroalting his own head and 
breafl-, and then theirs, to exprefs his love. The 
;iativcs were a proper, well-proportioned people, 
very civil in their behaviour, and highly re- 
fpeiUul to G iiganamco* For none o^ them 
fat down, or ijpoLe a word in his prefcnce, ex- 
cept four ; on whom the Engliih alfo beftowed 
prefents. But Granganameo took them all from 
them, and madefigns, that every thing belong- 
ed to hin After fome fmall traffic, he went 
away ; but returning in two days, he «at and 
drank, very merrily with them. Not long after, 
he brought his wife and children on board. 
They were of mean ftature, but well-favoured, 
and very bafliful and modeft. His wife had a 
band of white coral about her forehead, and 
bracelets of pearl in her ears, hanging down to 
her middle, of the bignefs of large peaie. As to 
the reft, they were decked with red copper, and 
fuch ornaments as are at prcfent in falhion and 
cfteem among our Indians. 
. After this, there came down, from all parts, 
great numbers of people, with leather, coral, 
and divers kinds of dyes. But when Granj^a- 
nameo vi^as preftnt, none durft trade but himfeJf, 
and thole who wc:e i .d copper on their heads, 
as iie did. He would have given a . bag of 
pearls for a fuit of armour; but the Englifh re- 
fufed, as not regarding them, that they might 
thereby the better learn where they grew. He was 
very juft to his promife ; for they often trufted 
him, and he never failed to come within his 
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day to where they found his word. He commonly 
fent the Englifh every day a bi ace of bucks, co- 
nies, hares, and f\(h ; and fometimes melons, 
walnuts, cucumbers, peafe, and divers kinds of 
roots. And the Engiifli, to try the ftrcngth and 
goodnefs of the foil, pui Tome of their pcale into 
the ground, which grew wonderfully, and were 
found in ten days time fourteen inches high. 

An acquaintance being thus contraaed by 
mutual returns of kindnefs and beneficence, Cap- 
tain Amidas, with fevcn more, ventured up the 
river Occam, as they call it, which muft be 
Pamptico found. The next evening they Cf.,»r 
to the ifle of Raonoke, at the mouth of Uni- 
marle found, about feven leagues, as the y^ 
from the harbour, where they firft entered. ' jr 
this is a grofs midake, and muft be an error in 
the copy j for by the fcale in With's map, it 
cannot be lefs than thirty leagues, from Wococon 
to Roanoke. On this ifland they found a fmal! 
town, confifting of nine houfes ; in one of which 
Granganameo lived. He was abfent ; but his 
wife entertained them with wonderful courtefy 
and kindnefs. She made fome of her people 
draw their boat up, to prevent its being in- 
jured by the beating of the furge j fome (he or- 
dered to bring them afliore on their backs ; and 
others, to carry their oars to the houfe, for fear 
of being ftole. When they came into the houfe, 
(he took ofF their cloaths and flockings, and 
wafhed them, as likewife their feet in warm 
water. When the dinner was ready, tl ey were 
conducted into an inner room, boiled vcnifon, 
and roafted iilh ; and as a defert, melons, boil, 
ed roots, and fruits of various forts, While 
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they were at meat, two or three of her men 
came in with their bows and arrows, which 
made the ^nglifh take to their arms. But (he, 
perceiving their dfftruft, ordered their bows and 
arrows to be broken, and themfelves to be beaten 
out of the gate. In the evening the Englifti re- 
turned to their boat ; and putting a little ofFfrotn 
(hore, lay at anchor. At which (he wa3 much 
concerned, and brought their fupper, half boil- 
ed, pots and all to the (hore fide ; and feeing 
their jealou fy, (he ordered feveral men, and 
thirty women, to fit all night upon the fhore, as a 
guard ; and fentfive mats to cover them from the 
weather. In Ihort, (he omitted nothing, that 
the moft generous hofpitality and hearty defire of 
pleafing could do, to entertain them. 

And this was the fartheft difcovery made up- 
on this firft voyage, except fome confufed and 
uncertain accounts of the country, which they 
gathered from the Indians. They returned to 
, England about the middle of September, carry- 
ing with them two of the natives, Manteoand 
"W anchefe ; and their difcovery was fo welcome 
there, that the Queen herfelf was pleafed to 
name the country Virginia, in memory of its 
having been firft found out in the reign of a vir- 
gin Queen. Or as fome have been pleafed to 
glofs and interpret jt, becaufe it ftill feemed to 
retain the virgin purity and plenty of the firlt 
creation, and th people cheir innocenry of life 
and manners. And foon after their return, Mr. 
Raleigh was elected, together with Sir William 
Courtenay, knight of the (hire for the county of 
Devon. On the 14th of December, he caufed 
a bill to be brought iato the houfe, to confirm his 

patent 
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patent for difcovering foreign countries ; which 
being committed to Mr. Vice-Chamberlain 
Hatton, Secretary Walfingham, Sir Philip Sid- 
ney, Sir Francis Drake, Sir Richard Greenvil, 
Sir William Courtenay, and others, it was ia 
a few days pafied, after many arguments, and a 
piovifo added. And not long after the Queen 
was pleafed to knight him, upon occafton, it is 
faid, of this grateful difcovery. But Mr. Of- 
bornt, an ingenious obferver on her reign, fays 
with refpe<Sl to Sir Francis Vere, a man nobly 
defcended, and Sir Walter Raleigh, exadtly 
qualified, that they, with fuch others, were 
fet apart in her judgment for military fervices. 
Neither did> (he ever raife them above knight- 
hood J faying, when follicited to make Vere a 
Baron, that in his proper fphere, and her efti- 
mation, he was above it already. 

The advantageous accounts, which thcfe firft 
adventurers gave of the fertility, pleafantnefs, 
and wholefomenefs of the country, induced Sir 
Richard Greenvil himfelf to make a voyage thi- 
ther the next year. And he accordingly fet 
out from Plymouth the 9th of April, with 
feven (hips. Having made the ufual circuit of 
the Canaries and Weft-Indies, where they took 
two rich Spanifh prizes, and forced a profitable 
trade, they fell in with the continent of America 
near Cape Fear, and were in great danger of 
being loft upon it. But having happily efcaped, 
they came to an anchor off the ifland of Woco- 
con the 26th of May. They immediately fent 
to the ifle of Roanoke, to Wingina the King- 
and Mr. Arundel went to the main, with Man- 
tec, who proved throughout their whole ftay 
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very faithful and ufeful to them. Soon after^ the 
General, Sir Richard Greenvil, wenthimftlf to 
the main, with a fcled body of men ; and rang- 
ing about, difcovered feveral Indian towns. At 
one of them the Indians ftole a filver cup j for 
which they burnt their town, anddeftroyed their 
corn, and fo returned to their (hips at Wococon. 
At Hattcras, whither they went foon after, Gran- 
ganameo, the King's brother, came aboard the 
Admiral with Manteo. This is the laft vifithe 
made to the Englilh ; for fome time this year he 
died, and in him they loft a finccre and hearty 
friend. 

Sir Richard Greenvil, having only made 
that fmall ejicui'fion on the continent^ re- 
turned to England this fummer. In his way 
home, he took another Spanilh prize, of three 
hundred tons, richly laden, and with her ar- 
rived at Plymouth the 1 8 th of September. But 
he left behind him an hundred and eight perfons, 
as a colony, to keep pofTeflion of, and mlmuit 
the country. Of thefe he conftituted Mr. Ralph 
Lane governor, a niilitary man of note, who 
was afterwards knighted, and applying himfelf 
to the fea-fervice, was of eminent command in 
the Englifli navy. With him remained Captain 
Philip Amidas, as Admiral, one of the com- 
manders in chief in the firft adventure, Mr. 
Thomas Harriot, Captain Stafford, Mr. Ken- 
dal ; with feveral others of name in the ex- 
pedition. 

This colony chofe Roanoke, an ifland at the 
mouth of Alberrftarle found, for the place of 
their habitation ; and their chief employment 
was to reconnoitre and view the country, Their 
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fartheft difcovery to the fouthward was S^ecotati, 
an Indian town, by their reckoning, eighty 
leagues from Roanoke, lying up between the 
rivers Pampticoe and Neus, in North Carolina. 
To the northward they went an hundred and 
thirty miles to the Chcfapeakes, a nation of 
Indians, feated on a fmall river, to the foulh 
of our bay, now called Eiifabeth river, from 
whom, as thefe firft difcoverers tell us, the bay 
itfelf took its name. To the northweft, thefe dif- 
coverers went up Albemarle found and Chowan 
river, an hundred and thirty miles, to a nation of 
Indians called the Chawonocks, inhabiting above 
the fork of that river, where one branch takes the 
name of Meherrin, and the other of Nottoway. 
The King of the Chawonocks, whofe name 
l^j^v^as Menatonon, was lame, but the moft fenfi- 
blc underftanding Indian they had met witk. 
He amufed Mr. Lane and his company with 
a ftory of a copper- mine, and of a pearl hftiery, 
which by the defcription was fomewhere upon 
the coaft, and with a ftrange relation of the head 
of the river Moratuc, now called Roanoke. 
This river was defcribed, as fpringingout of a 
rock, fo nigh the fea, that in high winds tlie furg© 
beat over into the fpring. And the Englifh very 
fanguinely concluded this fea to be either the 
bay of Mexico, or the South fea, or at leaft fome 
arm that opened into it. Having their heads 
filled with thefe chimerical fancies, they formed 
many fchemes, and undertook a very fatiguing 
and hazardous voyage up that river. And fo 
eager were they, and refolutely bent upon thts 
golden difcovery, that they could not be perfuad- 
cd to return, as long as they had one pint of 
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corn a man left, and two maftif dogs, wliich 
being boiled with faffafras leaves, might afFord 
them fome fuftenance in their way back. But 
after fome days fpent in vain, and having un- 
dergone much mifery and danger, they at laft 
returned, and joyfully arrived at their old habi- 
tation on Roanoke ifland. 

The death of Granganameo had caufed a 
great alteration in the alrairs of the colony. For 
whilfthe lived, his credit with the King, joined 
totheintereft ofEnfenore, their father, had re- 
ftrained his perfidy and malice, and kept him 
within bounds. But upon the death of Granga- 
nameo, he changed his name from Wingina to 
Pemiflapan, and became a fecret but bitter ene- 
my to the Englilh. To his machinations chiefly 
were owing the many hardfhip^ and dangers, 
they had encountered in their laft journey up the 
river Chowan. Fur he had given fecret intelli- 
gence to thofe Indians of the coming of the Eng- 
Irfli ; and had craftily infinuatedjealoufies into the 
Indians of the Englilh, and into the Englifh of 
the Indians. But a rumour being fprcad, that 
Mr. Lane and his company were all either flain 
or ftarved in this journey, he began to aa more 
openly. He blafphemed the God of the Englifh, 
and endeavoured, by all the devices he could, to 
hurt and annoy them. And Enfenore, his aged 
father, the beft friend the Englifh had left after 
the death of Granganameo, loft all his credit to 
affift or ferve them. But their return foon after, 
and their bringing the fon ofMenatonon, their 
greateft King, prifoner, joined to the teftimonies 
of Manteo, and three other India;is, that went 
with them, how littk: they valued any people 
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they met, or feared hunger, death, or any thing 
clfe, reftrained his devices- for the prefent, and 
brought Enfenore again into credit and efteem. 

So*on after, Menatonon, King of the Chawo- 
nocks, fent a prefent of pearl to Mr. Lane : 
and Okifco, King of Weopomeoke (another 
powerful nation, poffefling all that country from 
Albemarle found and Chowan river, quite to 
the Chefapeakes and our bay) came himfelf, 
with twenty four of his principal men, to own 
fubjeaion to the Qiieen of England. All which 
fo wrought on the heart of Wirtgina, that 
by Enfenore*s perfuafions, they came and 
made weirs for the Englifti, when they were 
ready to famifh, and planted their fields of corn, 
which they intended to abandon. But this good 
intelligence was foon broke off by the death of 
Enfenore, which happened on the 20th of April. . 
For Wingina, under pretence of (blemnizmg 
his father's funeral, had laid a fcheme of draw- 
ing together fixteen or eighteen hundred Indians, 
and of cutting off all the Englifii at once. But 
his defign took wind, and was at laft fully dif- 
covered to Mr. Lane by his prifoner Skico, King 
Menatonon's fon. Then the Englifli, in their 
turn, endeavoured to feize all the canoes upon 
Roanoke, and thereby to have all the Indians in 
the ifland at their mercy. But they took the 
alarm, and after a fmall fkirmifh, in which five 
or fix Indians were flain, the reft efcaped and 
fled into the woods. After this, neither fide 
cared much for trufting the other ; and at laft, 
after much tricking and diffimulation on both 
parts, Wingina was entrapped by the Englifli, 
and flain, with eight of his chief men. This is 
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t^e account of that aaion, as it is delivered by 
the perrons concerned in it. But Mr. Harriot, 
who was like wife u^on the fpot, blames the vio-' 
Jence and forwara: ;fsof the Englifh 5 and thinks, 
that the caufes of fufpicion and refentment had 
been better diflembled s»nd pafTcd over. 

In the time of thefe confufion.. and broils with 
the Indians, Mr. Lane had been obliged, through 
want of provifions, to fend Captain Stafford', with 
twenty more, to Croatan, on the fouth part of 
Cape Look-out, to (hift for themlcn/es, and to 
fee if they could fpy any fail pafs by the tu^aih 
In like manner he detached Mr. Prideaux, wi: h 
ten, to Haitcras, upon the f^me ddvyn j and 
other fmall jjarties h^^ lent to the main, to live 
upon roots and oyftti \ feven f?:>ys after the 
death of Wingina, Capt'*i?i Stalibrd (who 
through the whole voy-i^i. WMvtry vigilant and 
induftrious, and fpaif^id n-j laboiir or danger, to 
perform any ferious and important fervice, com- 
mitted to him) fent Mr. Lane word, that he 
defcried twenty three fail of (hips ; and the 
next d?7, he came himfelf with a letter from Sir 
Francis Drake. Sir Francis was then returning 
from an expedition againft the Spaniards in the 
Weft-Indies, where he had taken Carthagena, 
and the capital city of Hifpaniola ; and had 
burnt St. Anthony, and St. Helena, on the 
coall of Florida, and done much other damage 
to the enem} . He had orders from the Queen 
to vifit the colony ^f Virginia in his return, and 
to afford them fuch affiftance and encourage- 
ment as was proper. He therefore offered to 
fupply their wants, and to do any thing elfe. In 
his powfr, towards their relief and the further- 
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ance of the undertaking ; and after mature dew 
liberation, he appointed them a (hip of feventy 
tons, with an hundred men, and four months 
proviiions, befides two barks and four fmali 
boats, with able mafters and fufficient gangs. 
Bat juid as all was ready, there arofefuch a 
f;o m, as h« d like to have driven the whole fleet 
aihore. Mary (hips were forced out to Tea, 
among whic i was that lately given to the colony^ 
with all their provifions and company aboard. 

This accident did not difcourage the Admiral, 
but he allotted them another (hip of an hundred 
and {f^&nty tons, with all provifions as before, 
to car-y them to England the next Auguft, or 
when they {hould have made fuch difcoveries as 
they thought fufficient. But their harbour, which 
was very indifferent, would not receive a fhip of 
her burthen ; and to lie in the open road, ex- 
pofed to the winds and fea, was very dangerous : 
and therefore, after confultation, it was unani- 
moufly agreed, to defire the Admiral to take 
them home with him in his fleet ; for they had 
already undergone much mifery and danger, and 
there appeared but little hopes of Sir Richard 
Greenvil's return. And fo this firft attempt to- 
wards, a (ettlement became abortive, and ihey 
all arrived fafe at Portfmouth the latter end of 
July 1586. But in his way home. Sir Francis 
Drake touched on the coalt of New-England ; 
where he landed, and fpent two or three days 
in trading with the natives, and one of the In- 
dian Kingb came and fubmittcd himfelf to Qiieen 
Elizabeth. 

Upon this voyaee. Sir Walter Raleigh, by the 
Queen's advice and dire<^tions, fenr, at no fmali 
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expcnce, Mr. John With, aikilful and inge- 
iiiouB painter, to take the iituation of the country, 
and to paint, from the life, the figures and ha< 
bits of the natives, their way of living, and their 
feveral fafhions, modes, and fuperflitions ; 
which he did with great beauty and exacStnefs. 
And beftdes this pamter. Sir Walter fent up. 
on this voyage a domeftick of his, one Mr. 
Thomas Hariot, a mathematician, and highly 
in his patron's intimacy and friendfhip. He was 
a man of learning, and a very obferving and un- 
derftanding perfon; and went chiefly to make 
obfervations on the (Ituation of the country, and 
to affift Mr. With in the plan. 

But whild Mr. Lane and the colony were in 
the above-mentioned flraits and difficulties in 
America, Sir Walter Raleigh was not idle at 
home. He provided a ibip of an hundred tons, 
and loaded her with plenty of all things neceffary 
for the fettleihent ; but it being Eafler before ihe 
departed, Mr. Lane and his company had (hip- 
ped themfelves for England in Sir Francis Drake's 
fleet, a few days before her arrival. Having 
therefore fpent fome time infecking them up the 
country without efFed, they returned that fum- 
mer to England, with all their provifion. 

Aboul a fortnight after the departure of this 
ihip, Sir Richard Grecnvil arrived with three 
(hips more, well provided ; but he neither found 
that (hip, according to his expectation, nor could 
hear any news of the colony, which he him- 
felf had left there the year before. Therefore, 
after travelling in vain up and down to feek them, 
finding their habitation abandoned, and being 
unwilling to lofe the pofleifionof the country, he 
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landed fifty men oh the ifland of Roanoke, 
plentifully furniihed with all provifions for two 
years, and fo returned to England. 

The next year, three (hips were fcnt, under 
the command of Mr. John White, who was ap- 
pointed Governor of the colony, with twelve 
affiftants, as a council. To thefc Sir Walter 
Raleigh gave a charter, and incorporated them 
by the name of the Governor and affiftants of 
the city of Raleigh in Virginia, with exprefs di- 
rections to feat at Chefapeake ; which, how- 
vcr ufeful and important, they nevcrthelcfs dif- 
obcyed and neglected. Having taking the old 
route by the Weft- Indies, they had like to have 
been caft away upon Cape- Fear, through the 
error or defign of Simon Ferdinando. He ^ had 
been with Captain Amidas in the firft expedition ; 
and being made pilot in this, was ftfpefted of a 
dcfign to ruin the whole voyage. But being 
prevented by the. vigilance of Captain Stafford, 
they arrived all fafe at Hatteras the 22d of July. 
They went imm-sdiately to Roanoke, to look 
for the fifty men, left there by Sir Richard 
Greenvil^ out they found nothing but the bones 
of a man ; and where the plantation had been, 
the houfes were undeftroyed, but overgrown 
with weeds, and the fort defaced. They refitted 
the houfes ; and Mr. George How, one of the 
council, ftraggling abroad, was flain by the In- 
dians. Soon after. Captain Stafford, with twenty 
men, and Manteo, who, I believe, had been again 
in England this voyage, went to Croatan, to en- 
quire if they could hear any newsuof the colony. 
There they underftood, that Mr. How had been 
ilain by £omc of Wingina's men of Daflamon- 

peake j 



V I R 

peakc : that the fifty, left the year before. Had 
been fuddenly fct upon bjj three hundred In 'ians, 
of Secotan, Aquafcogoc,' and Da/Tamonpeake ; 
that after a fmall (kirmifli, in which one F i- 
lifliman was flain, they retired to the watcr-fide, 
and having got their boat, and taken up four of 
their fellows gathering crabr **!>] i,- 'Oers, they 
went to a fmall ifland bj' ' Mte-^s ■ that they 
ftaid there fome time, bat aner departed they 
knew not whither; and wiih this account Captain 
Stafford returned to the fleet at Hatteras. 

However, Mr. White endeavoured *'* — 
new and keep up a good underftanuuig with 
the feveral nations of Indians on the fca-coaft. 
But finding his offers of friendftiip not much 
regarded, he refoued no longer to defer his 
revenge on thofe of Daflamonpeakc. This 
nation was fea., td right oppofite to Roanoke 
ifland, on the main, in the neck of land, be- 
tween the river now called AUegator, and 
the Narrows. About midnight, Mr. White 
, fet fotward, with Captain Stafford, and twenty 
four men, whereof Manteo was one, who 
was their guide, and behaved himfelf as a moft 
faithful Englifhman. They landed by break of 
day, and having got beyond the town, they af- 
faalted fome Indians that were fittliig by a fire. 
One was /hot through, and they hoped t^ have 
been fully revenged, but wCi foon undeceived, 
and found that they were their friends of Croatan, 
^ome to gather their corn, becau;3 they r jder- 
ilood, that the Daflamonpeakc Indians had fled 
after the death of Mr. How. Manteo, ?heir 
countryman, was grieved at the mill '-e j ' ut 
however imputed it all to their own^foJ od 
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fo having gathered what was ripe, tnd left (ht 
reft unfpoilcd, they returned to Roanoke. 

On the 13th of Auguft, Mantco, accord ^ 
to command from Sir Walter Raleigh, wa~ h: p- 
tized, and ftiled lord of Roanoke and Dafl'amon- 
peake, in reward of his fidelity. And on thejSth, 
the Governor's daughter, wife to Ananias Dare» 
one of the council, was delivered of a daughter,, 
which, being the firft child born there, was 
called Virgmia. And foon after there arofe a 
difpute between the Governor and his afliflants 
or council, concerning a perfon to be fent to 
England to folicit Aipplies. All refufed, except 
one, who was thought very unequal to the bufi- 
nefs. At laft they unanimoufly pitched upon 
the Governor, ^s the fitteft perfon j and having 
figned a paper, teftifying his unwillir eCs to 
leave the colony, they at length p'rcvailed upon 
him, with much impoi. inity, to undertake it. 
Leaving therefore a uove an hundred perfons on 
one of the iHands of Hatteras, to form a planta- 
\ion, he departed, and after many crofTes and 
difficulties got Tiril ^-^ ^ eland, and from thence, 
weir England. 

At this time iV atioii was in great commotion 
and apprehenfirn of & Sp; ifh invafion and in- 
vincible Armada, as i. is vaii ly called, and the. 
Queen caufed frequent cou icils to be held, by 
theo-ieft an' n fte>, rienced commanders at 
Tea ; ^nd alfo appointed a council of war, of fuch 
perfons aswei in higheft repute for 'itaryflcill 
and 'knowledge, in order to put the ' d-forces 
of t* e kingdc.n in the beft pof!ure ( defence,, 
For this purpofe w^re chofen th^ I r*^ GrJ'ey,, 
Sir ^' ancia Knolks, "ir Thomas L*eieht: , Sit 
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Walter Raleigh, Sir John Norris, Sir Richard 
Grcenvil, Sir Richard Bingham, Sir Roger Wil- 
liams, and Ralph Lane, £fq; late Governor of 
Virginia, who were therefore all entirely taken 
up with thofe important confultations. 

However, ?.aving laid a plan of operations, 
and made proper difpofitions for the defence of 
the nation, Sir Walter found leifure to fit out a 
fmall fleet for the relief of the co\rny, at Bidde- 
ford, early the next year, which was put under 
the command of Sir Richard Grcenvil, and only 
waited for a fair wind. But the alarm of the 
vaft and formidale armaTrient, made by the King 
of Spain, encreafing, ah (hips of force, then in 
any readinefs, received orders from the ftatc to 
ftay in their harbours, for the defence of their 
own country ; and Sir Richard Grecnvil was 
perfonally commanded not to depart out of Corn- 
wall, where Sir Walter Raleigh then was hin^ 
felf n iftering and training the forces, and per- 
forming other duties of his oflice, as Lieutenant 
of that county. However, Governor White 
laboured fo ftrenuoufly with them, that he ob- 
tained two fmall barks, and put to fea from 
Biddeford, the 22d of April 1588. But thefe 
veiTels, tho' of little force, being more intent on 
a gainful voyage, than the relief of the colony, 
ran in chace of prizes ; till at laft, one of them, 
meeting with two Ihips of war, was, after a 
bloody fight, overcome, boapded, and rifled. 
In this maimed, ranfacked, and ragged con- 
dition, fhe returned to England in a month's 
time ; and in about three weeks after, the other 
alfo returned, having perhaps tafted of the fame 
fare, at leaft Without performing her intended 
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foyflge, to the diftrcfs, ind, as it proved, the 
utter deftru£^ion of the colony in Virginia, and 
to the great difpleafure of their patron at home. 
Thefe difappointments gave much vexation to 
Sir Walter Raleigh, who had by this time ex- 
pended, as we are authentickly afTured, not lefs 
than forty thoufand pounds upon the enterprife. 
He had alfo, not long before, received, as a re- 
ward for his great fervices in the Irifli wars, a 
very large grant, out of the Earl of Defmond's 
lands there ; the terms of which he fairly and 
honeftly endeavoured to fulfil, bj planting thofe 
lands with £ngli(h, aivd made uie of none of the 
arts and frauds, which others of thofe grantees 
were charged withal. So that this great bounty 
of the Queen was atprefent rather a burthen and 
charge to him, than any real profit or advantage. 
Befides which, he was among the foremoft of 
the military geniufes of that time, who were 
fired with the Spaiiifh Invafion, and profecuted 
the war againft them with great cofl and induftry, 
and with an incredible courage and fuccefs. For 
all thcfe reafons. Sir Walter Raleigh made an 
sffignment, by indenture, bearing date the 7th 
of March 1588-9, to Thomas Smith, with 
other merchants and adventurers, of London, 
and to Gov nor White, and other gentlemen, 
for continuing the plantation of Virginia. By 
this indenture, he grants to the faid Thomas 
Smith, John White, and the refl, according 
to a charter, formerly granted for the city of 
Raleigh, free liberty to carry to Virginia, and 
there inhabit, fuch of her Majefty's fubje<Sls, as 
would willingly accompany them : as alfo to 
them, their heirs, or a&gns, free trade an I traffic 
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to and from Virglrtia, or any other part of Amc* 
fica, where >the faid Sir Walter, his heirs, or 
affigns, did, or might claim any intereft, titlct 
or privilege. And he did farther, for their en- 
couragement, and for the common utility, freely 
and liberally give them one hundred pounds, to 
be employed for planting the Chriftian religion 
thofe barbarous and heathen countries. 

But the new aflignees were not fo diligent and 
careful of the bufinefs, as they ought to have 
been ; for it was a year after, March 1589 9^, 
before any thing was undertaken by them for 
the relief of the colony* Then Mr. White, 
with three fhips, fct fail from Plymouth ; and 
paiBng by the Weft-Indies, they ftaid fometime 
there, to perform fome exploits, as they called 
them, which was to attack and plunder the 
Spaniards, among whom they got a confider- 
able booty. On the 3d of Auguft, they fell in 
with fome low fandy iflands, to the wcftward 
of Wacocon. From thence they went to.Cro- 
atan, and fo to Hatteras. There they defcried 
a finoke, at the place wh^rc the colony had 
been left three years before. The next morn- 
ing, they difchargcd fome cannon, to give notice 
of their artival ; and having fitted out two boats, 
Captain Cooke and Captain Spicer went alhort, 
but found no man, nor the fign of any, that 
had beea lately. The next day, they prepared 
to go to Roanoke; but the wind being hard 
at north-eaft, one of the boats, in paffing a bar, 
was half filled, with water, and the other overfet. 
Captain Spicer, with fix more, were drowned ; 
but four who could fwim a little, and did not 
ruft themfely?s (:9|l\Qii:,jf2?.9D the.flioalf, but 
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kept in deep water, were favcd by the care and 
dexterity of Captain Cooke in the other I )at. 
This accident fo difcomfited the failors, that they 
could hardly be prevailed upon tonriakeany far- 
ther fearch for the colony. But indeed, con- 
fidering the (hoal* and dangers, with their igno- 
rance and experience of the coaft, which they 
unfortunately happened upon in this their firft at- 
tempt towards a fettlement, it is rather to be won- 
dered they met not with more accidents and 
misfortunes than they really did. 

The failors being at length encouraged by the 
forvvardnefs and readinefs of their Captains, two 
boats more were fitted out for Hatteras, with^ 
nineteen men. When Mr. White left the co- 
lony ihree years before, they talked of going fifty 
miles up into the main ; and it had been agreed 
between them, that if they left the place, where 
they then were, they ftiould write the name of 
the place, to which they went, on fome tree^ 
door, or poft ; and if they had been in any diflrefs,. 
they fhould fignify it, by making a crofs over it. 
When they landed therefore, they founded 4 
trumpet, but received no anfwer -, and going up 
to the fire, they found it was nothing but the 
grafs and fome rotten trees burning. Then fearch- 
ing up and down the ifland, they at laft found 
three fair Roman letters carved, C. R. O, but 
without any fign of diftrefs j and looking farther, 
they faw CROAT AN, carved in fair capital 
letters on one of the chief pofts, but ftill without 
the crofs, as a fign of diftrefs. Their houfes 
were taken down, and an high palifado built, 
after the manner of a fort. They likewife found 
where the goods liad been buried j but many of 
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them had been dug up, and fca(tered about, and 
all were fpoiled : yet Mr. White knew anddiftin- 
gui(he;J feveral of his own among them. With 
this joyful difcovery, as they hoped, of where 
they were, they returned to their fhips; but had 
like to have been caft away by a violent ftorm, 
that continued all that night. 

The next morning, weighing anchor for Cro- 
atan, which was an Indian town on the fouth 
part of Cape Look-out, one of their cables broke, 
and carried ofFanother anchor with it. But let- 
ting go their third, the {hip went fo faft adrift, 
that (he was near branding. Difcouraged with 
thefc misfortunes, and having but one anchor 
left, and their provifions near fpent, they gave 
over all thoughts of farther fearch for the prefent, 
and determined to go to the Wefl Indies, to 
winter and refrefh themfelves, chiefly perhaps 
with more Spanifli plunder, and to return in the 
fpring, to feek their countrymen. But the Vice- 
Admiral was obftinately bent upon going dired- 
ly for England ; and the wind being contrary, the 
reft were obliged, within two days, to make the 
Wf ilern-Iflands, where they arrived the 23d of 
September 1590, and met with many of the 
Queen's fliips, their own confort, and divers 
others. 

The following year,j59i, Sir Richard (jreen 
vil was fent, by the Queen, Vice-Admlral to 
the Lord Thomas Howard, with feven fhlps of 
l|varj and a few other fmall velTels, to intercept 
the Spain plateHeet. At the Azores, this fmall 
fquadron was furpriiW by fifty three capital 
(hips, purpofely fenf from Spain: and Sir 
Richard Grecnvil, who was unwilling to leave 
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a great part of his men> then on (hore for water 
and other necefTaries, to the infolence and bar- 
barity of the iflanders, ilaid fo long in getting 
them off, that he was hemmed, in between the 
enemy's fleet and the ifland of Flores. In this 
dangerous fituation, he fcorned to fliew any 
figns of fear, or to owe his fafcty to flight 5 but 
he bravely bore down upon the enemy, and en- 
deavoured to break through them, in which at- 
tempt be maintained a gallant and obftinate fight, 
with the heft of the Spanifli (hi^, for fifteen 
hours together. He was at once laid aboard by 
the St. Philip, a (hip of fifteen hundred tons and 
feventy eight large pieces of ordinance, and four 
other of the ftouteft (hips, in the Spanifli fleet, 
full of men, in fome two hundred, in fome five 
hundred, and in others eight hundred foldiers, 
befides mariners ; and he never had lefs than two 
large galleons by his fide, which, from time to 
time, were relieved by frefh (hips, men, and am* 
munition. Yet he behaved himfelf with fuch 
uncommon bravery and condu^, thathedifabled 
fome, funk others, and obliged them all to re- 
tire. Neither did he ever leave the deck, tho* 
wounded in the beginning of the clofe fight, till 
he received a dangerous wound in the body by a 
mufket- bullet. When he went down to have it 
drefled, he received another (hort in the head, 
and his furgeon was killed by his fide. By this 
time alfo moft of his braved men wers flain, his 
ftiip much difabled, his deck covered with dead 
and wounded, and fcattered limbs, and his pow- 
der fpent to the very lafl barrel. Yet in this 
condition he ordered the veflel to be funk, but it 
was prevented by the rcfl; of the oCccrs j rhcr* 
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many of the crew joined with him, an J the 
mafter-gunner, if he had not been rcftrained, 
would have killed himfelf, fooner than fall into 
the bands of the Spaniards. When the fhip, or 
rather wreck, was furrcndered, Sir Richard was 
carried on board the Spanifh Admiral, where be 
died within two days, highly admired by the very 
enemy, for his extraordinary courage and refolij- 
tion. And when he found the pangs of death 
approach, he faid to the officers, that flood round 
him, in the Spanifh tongue. Here die L Richard 
Greenvil, with a joyful and quietmind, having 
ended my life like a true foldier, that fought for 
his country, Qiieen, religionjand honour: thus 
fumming up, in (hort, all the generous motives, 
that fire the breads of the truly brave and great, 
to exert themfelves beyond the common pitch of 
humanity. 

And fuch was the gallant end of this noble 
gentleman, who^ next to Sir Walter Raleigh, 
was the principal perfon concerned in this firft 
adventure of Virginia. He was a man eminent- 
ly fitted to ferve his country in peace or war, by 
land or fea, and wa3 fo deeply rooted in the af- 
fedion and cfleem of his illuftrions kinfman, Sir 
Walter Raleigh, that he honoured his death with 
« particular relation of the ad^icn by his own ex- 
cellent pen, which he caufed to be immediately 
pririted the latter end of the fame year 1591, to 
obviate fome afperfions caft '-,on him by feme 
of the Spaniards. The rcf oi the Englifh fhips 
having fea-room, fought bravely, and did every 
thing that could be expefted from valiant men, 
whiift they had the advantage of tlie wind. 1 he 
I.r«M"d Howard was f^ ev«n^azar<fepg the whole 
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fleet in the rcfcue of Sir Richard Grecnvil, and 
for charging up to the place where he was en- 
gaged. But he was over-ruled by the officers, 
whofe prudence is commended even by SirWalter 
Raleigh ; altho' no perfon can certainly fay, I 
think, what might have been the event, had fix 
(hips of war more belides the privateers fallen 
upon an enemy, whom one (hip alone had for fo 
long a time kept in fuch warm a6t«ion. When 
the nit^ht parted them from the enemy, they all 
went off fafc, and in their way home took feveral 
rich prizes. Sir Richard's (hip too, the Revenge, 
of 500 tons burthen, and about 20 iron guns, 
made good her name ; for a few days after (he 
foundered at fea, and drowned two hundred 
Spaniards, who had been put aboard tocarry her 

to Spam. 

But Sir Walter Raleigh being, by the above- 
mentioned affignment, eafed in fome mea- 
fure of the undertaking of Virginia, was foon en- 
gaged by his ai^ive and enterprifing genius in 
other adventures and difcoveries. He contri- 
buted generoufly towards the difcovery of the 
North- Weft paflage, and other things of the like 
nature. But having loft his Royal Miftrefjr's 
favour, by debauching one of her ma iris of ho- 
nour, whom he afterwards married, he under- 
took in perfon, in the year 1595, the voyage 
and difcovery of Guiana, a rich country up the 
river Oronoque, i.* South America. After his 
return, he wrote vnoft excellent difcourfe up- 
on his expedition, in which his chief aim was 
to engage the Queen and nation 'p the profecu- 
tion of the enterprife, and (.?ik^inent of the 
country. But all his rcafons w?.ic overpowered 

by 



^^y.;yf^ 



VI R 

by the envy of fome great men to his perfon and 
merit ; and altho' he was reftored to the Queen's 
favour, yet he could never get any thing done 
to efFedi this important and judicious dcfign. 
However he never quitted it himfcif, but fent 
twice immediately after, to make farther difco- 
veries, and to keep up the good difpofitions of 
the natives towards the Englifli. Even after his 
fall, and when he was in the Tower, he found 
means to continue this defign ; and his laft voy- 
age thither, after his rcleafe, with the fatal con- 
fcquences of it, is too well known, to need a 
particular relation here. Neither was he, not- 
withftanding the affignment, negligent or forget- 
ful of the colony, which had been feated in Vir- 
ginia upon his account. For he fent five feveral 
tinics, to fearch after, and relieve them ; and 
laft ho difpatched Samuel Mace of Weymouth, 
in March 1602. But he, like all the reft, per- 
formed nothing, returned with idle and frivolous 
allegations. 

However, thefe efforts of Sir Walter were only 
intended to bring off" thofe poor people, and no 
ways in profecution of his firft defign of fettling a 
colony. So that all thoughts of Virginia were 
abandoned, and the proje<a lay dead for near 
twelve years, when i^ was revived by Captain 
Bartholomew Gofnoldj A^ho undertook a voyage 
thither, and fet fail from Dartmouth, on 
the twenty fixth of March 1602, in a fmall 
bark, with thirty two men. He kept as far north 
as the winds would permit, and was the firft that 
came in a dire61: courfe to America. 

On the I ith of May, being about the latitude 
of forty three, they made land on the coaft of 
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New England, as it hath been fince called But 
as all this continent bore the name of Florida, 
till the difcovery of the Englifti in 1584, fo af- 
terwards all that traa of country, from 34 to 45 
degrees of northern latitude, was called Virginia, 
till from different fettlcments it got different 
names. The land was low; the ftiore white 
fand, and rockjr, yet over-grown with fair and 
ftately trees. Coming to an anchor, eight In- 
dians, in a fliallop,with maft and fail, came boldly 
on board them. By their ligns, and by the fhal- 
lop and othfcr things, which they had, they 
judged that fome Bifcayneers had been fifhing 
there. But finding no good harbour, they weigh- 
ed, and ftood to the ibuthward into the fea. The 
next morning, they found themfelves embayed 
with a nriighty head-land ; and going to the 
neighbouring hills they perceived it to be part of 
the continent, almoft environed with iflands. 
|iere, in a few hours, they caught more cod 
th-n they knew what to do wi*^! ; from whence 
the place obtained the name of Cv- Cod. And 
they thence alfo concluded, that a good fifhery 
might be found there in the months of M^rcb^ 
A|>ril, and May. 

Soon after they went to the iflands, and ar^- 
chorednear one of them. They found.it four 
miles in compafs, without houfe or inhabiunt. 
In it was a lake, near a mile in circuit i and the 
reft fo overgrown with vines, which covered 
all the trees and bufhes, that they could fcarce 
pafs through them. They likewife found plenty 
of ftrawberries, raft)erries, goofberries, and di- 
vers other fruitJi in bloom, and therefore called 
the ifland Martha's Vineyard. 1 hey then vifited 

the 




V I R 

the reft of the iflcs, and found them repleniflied 
Vrith the like products. One they named Eli- 
zabeth's Ifland, in honour to their ancient fovc- 
reign, in which they planted wheat, barley, oats, 
and peafe, which fprung up nine inches in four- 
teen days. From hence they went to the main, 
where they flood for fome time, raviflied at the 
beauty and delicacy of the country. But foon 
after returning to Elizabeth's Ifland, they fpent 
three weeks in building a houfe, in a fmall ifland 
of about an acre cf ground, which ftood in the 
midft of a large lake of frefh water, about three 
miles in circumference. 

They faw feveral of the natives, with whom 
they made mutual prefents, and had fome fmall 
traffick. They were of an excellent conftitution 
of body, a£tive, ftrong, healthful, and very in- 
genious, as divers of their toys teftified. The 
bafer fort would fleal, but thofe of better rank 
were very civil and juft. Not one of the Eng- 
llfli was affciSled with any ficknefs; but they 
rather grew more healthy and ftrong, notwith- 
ftanding their bad diet and lodging. Twelve had 
refolved to ftay ; but, confidering how meanly 
they were provided, they were at laft all obliged 
to leave this ifland, not without much forrow and 
reludancy, and arrived re Exmcuth the 23d of 
July. 

In the beginning of next year died Queen 
Elizabeth, who was fucceededby King James VI. 
of Scotland. He was fcarce warm in his throne, 
before, as a prefage of his future weak and in- 
glorious reign, he confined Sir Walter Raleigh 
m the Tower, for a moftmyfterious and inex- 
tricable plot. This great man, as he was the 
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firft undertaker and mover of thcfe dircovericj, 
is ufually looked upon as the founder and father 
of our country. And indeed we are proud to 
own for fuch, a perfon of hit didinguiftied merit 
and parts, who was one of the brighted orna- 
ments of his age and country, highly j. :he fa- 
vour and efteem of Queen J^Rzabeth, and after- 
wards the facriBce of her mean and pufillanimous 
fuccefTor. Bui yet it muft be confeffed, that 
his adventurers touched but once, and then (light- 
ly, on that country; but ftiH kept on in the fame 
unfortunate tra£l:, on the fhoaly and impor** 
tuous coaft of North -Carol in a. Altho' his judg- 
ment foon diftinguilhed from the accounts, he 
received, the advantages of Chefapeake for 
feating his capital city of Raleigh ; and had his 
orders been followed, it might perhaps have 
given a quite different turn to the affairs of the 
colony. For it would not only have freed them 
from the hazards and difficulties they en- 
countered on that dangerous coaft, and every 
where have fupplied them with fafe and conve- 
nient harbours,but would have naturally led them 
to the fearch and difcovery of one of the moft 
commodious countries perhaps in the world, for 
ihipping and vefTels. 

The fame year 1 603, by the perfuafions o£ 
Mr. Richard Hackluyt, a curious and inquifi- 
tive gentleman, and foon after a prebend of 
WefTminftcr, who publilhed the noted colleifti- 
on of voyages and travels, the mayor and alder- 
men, with mofi of the merchants of Briflol, 
raifed a flock of a thoufand pounds, and fitted 
out two velTels. But firft they obtained the 
leave and permiffion of Sir Walter Raleigh, as 
proprietor of the country, to make dilcoveries 
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in Virginfa. Martin Prlng was made Captarn, 
an underftanding gentleman ^nd able mariner} 
arid Robert Saltern, who had fccen with Captain 
Gofhoid the year before, was appointed his af- 
fiftant and pilot. But as, for the moft paij, 
they followed Captain Gofnold's courfe, their 
difcoverics were nothing extraordinary or diffe- 
rent from his. 

But another bark was this year fent from 
London, undcrthecommand of Captain Bartho- 
lomew Gilbert, who had tAtwiie been with 
Captain Gofnold. After fome fmall trade in the 
Weft-Indres, they fell in with the coaft of Ame- 
rica in about 37 decrees of northern lad- 
tude ; and fome authors fay, they run up into 
Chefapeake bay, where the Captain, going a- 
fhore, was killed with four of his men. This 
ftruck fuch a damp and difcouragement into the 
reft, thatth^ immediately weighed anchor, and 
returned to England, t^jthout any further at- 
tempt or difcovery. 

. Two years after, €j|;:t;> in George Weymouth 
was fent by the Earl ir Southampton and the 
Lord Arundel of Warder, to make dtfcoveries 
Wi the coaft ot Virginia. He intended to the 
fouthward of 39 ; but was forced by the winds 
farther northward, and fell among fome flioals 
in 41 tleg. 20 min. But having happily difcn- 
gagcd themfelves, on the i8th of May thfey 
made land. It appeared to be a main high land, 
but they found it an ifland of fix miles in com- 
pz{s. From thence they coutd difcem rile con- 
tinent «nd very high motmtams,; and coafting 
timong the 'Hlatrds, adjomrng to Hie main, they 

jion the "twenty-fecond ©f May j and among 

'their 
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thtir feeds, they lowed barley an^' '^cafe, which 
prevv up eight inches in fixteen lysj Mtho* 

iey judged the mould m 'i f' ior to haC 
Me} ">und afterwards on the main On the ^ )th 
ofM^ , tht Captain,wii i thirteen more, went to 
view and difcover the contmei . \ d having 

uiind a fair river, tanning up into tue country^ 
they rcti .. i back to brinf' in the (hip. What 
river this was and what pan theAmerican coaft 
the) ^ell I'pon, is difficult to determine cxadly. . 
For t jcif neglefling to tell us what courfe thcjr 
fteered, after they were difeiiga< ed from the 
(hoals, ^-ndersit doubtff' wh thcrthey fell in 
with fomc partof heMaflachafet's bay; or rather 
farther iouth va , on the coafl^ of Rhode^Ifland, 
Naraganfet, r Conneflicut j ho' I am moft 
inclined to believe this river ' > either that of 
Naraganfet oi Conne£licut; and theiflarid, what 
is now called Block-Ifland. However it is cer- 
tain, that Oldmixion (the author of the book 
entitled The Britifti Empire in America) ac- 
cording to his ufual cuftom, is here moft cgrc- 
gioufly bewildered and loft ; for after having, 
injudicioufly enough, determined the fmall ifland 
they firft made, of fix miles in compafs, to be 
Long-ifland, on the coaft of New-York, he im- 
mediately after, with ftill greater abfurdity and 
groflhefs, calls this the river of Powhatan, now 
James river, to the fouthward, as he fays, of iha 
bay of Chefapeake. 

When Captain Weymouth returned aboard, 
he found that the Indians had contratSled an ac- 
quaintance with his crew ; that (hey had had 
feme fmall trade together ; and that there was 
i [hew of kindnefs a 
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tween them. For as the EngUfh intended to in- 



N 2 



habit 




IMAGE EVALUATION 
TEST TARGET (MT-3) 




^ 




/ 




// 





/- 




O 




4is 









'P... 



u.. 






1.0 



I.I 






6" 



[2.5 
2.0 

1.8 



1.25 lli 1.4 ill 1.6 



V] 






/, 



s. 



c), 







/A 






^y 








7 




Photographic 

Sdences 

Cbrporation 



23 WEST MAIN STREET 

WEBSTER, NY. MS80 

(7\6) 872-4503 




V I R 

habit their country, and as it was the chief de- 
.fign of the noble adventurers, who had fent 
them, to propagate Chriflianity among thofe bar- 
barous people, they ufed them very kindly -, and 
exchanging hoftages, would fometinfies lie a/hore 
with them, and they fometimes aboard with the 
Englifh. At laft they were very prefling with 
the Captain, to go to the main, to trade with 
their Bafhabes, or chief Lord. He accordingly 
tnanned his boat with fourteen hands, and at- 
tended them. But having plainly difcovered their 
treachery, and that it was only a flratagem to 
cut them ofF, he feized five, and ever afterwards 
treated them with great civility, but never more 
trufted them. 

Having fpent fome time in founding all the 
ide^, channels, and inlets, and found four feveral 
ways of bringing a (hip into the bay, they at lafl: 
ran theirs twenty-fix miles up the river. They 
found it flowed eighteen feet, was a mil wide, 
fo.ty miles from the moutn, had a bold channel 
from fix to ten fathom deep, and every half mile 
beautiful coves and harbour?, fome of them to 
contain an hundred fail of veflels. The- land was 
very rich, trending all along in an equal plain, 
neither mountainous nor rocky, but verged with 
a green border of grafs ; and the woods were 
large and tall, and delightfully watered with 
many frelh fprings and rivulets. Leaving their 
(hip, they went feven miles higher than the fait 
water flowed, and then marched towards the 
mountains. But the weather was fo hot, and 
the fatigue fo great, that, haviug ei>*6ted a crofs, 
they willingly returned to their Slip. Soon after, 

the 1 8th of July i carrying with them the five 
' " Indiansj 
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Indians, taken by theCaptain,whereof onewas a 
fagamo, or commander, and three others, perfons 
of figure and diftin(£tion in their own country. 

Captain Bartholomew. Gofno)d had made a 
voyage to the northern parts of Virginia, in the 
year 1602, as hath been before related. He was 
io wonderfully pleafed with the pleafantnefs and 
fertility of the places he faw, that, after his re- 
turn to England, be made it his bufinefs to foil- 
cit all his friends and acquaintance, to join with 
him in an attempt to fettle fo delightful a coun- 
try. After fomc years fpent in vam, he at laft 
prevailed with Captain John Smith, Mr. Edward- 
Maria Wingfield, the Rev. Mr. Robert Hunt, 
and divers others, to join in the undertaking. 
But fettling colonies is an enterprife of foo great 
burthen and expence for a few private perions ; 
and therefore, after many vain projeds, they ap- 
plied themfelves to feveral of the nobility, gentry, 
and merchants, and, by their great charge and in- 
duftry, recommended their fcheme fo effe<5bjal]y 
to them, that they came into it very heartily. ' 

From this time the colony of Virginia con- 
tinued to improve, till it arrived to its prefent 
flourilhing condition. 

Virginia is remarkably pleafant and commo- 
dious } having the river ratowmack on the N. E. 
which feparates it from Maryland ; the Atlan- 
tic ocean on the £. Carolina on the S. and the 
Apalachian mountains on the W. which divide 
it from a vafl tra£l of land in Canada, and then 
Louifiana. The extent of Virginia, is from 
Jat, 36. 30. to 39. 30. N. on the W. fide oi 
Chefapeake bay, but on the E. fide only from 
Cape Charles, in lat. 37, 13. to 38. N. 
The breadth^ as far as planted, is about loo 
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mUtf, but to the weftward k has no bounds, 
which by our late conqucft of Canada arc pretty 
fecucc now from the invafion of the French, and 
thfiir Indian allies. 

The air of Virginia depending very much ©n 
the winds, is of various temperaments. For 
tbofc from the N. or N. W. are extremely (harp 
and piercing, or tempeftuous, while the S. and 
a E. are hasty or fultry. The winter in this 
country, is dry and clear ; fnow falls in great 
quantities, but feldom lies above a dav or two ; 
and the froft, tho' keen, is feldom ot any long 
Ration. The fpring is fomcthtng earher than 
in England; May and June are pTealant, July 
andAuguft fultry, while September is noted for 
I^rodigious ihow^rs of rain. Towards thecoaft 
the land is low, and for an hundred miles inland, 
Vfkh hardly a hill or done to be feen all that 
way^ Here are trees of- various fpecies, and of 
an incredible fize, with abundance of pafture- 
g^unds. The foil produces rice, hemp, In- 
dian corn, flax, fillc, cotton, and wild grapes, 
But tobacco, the ftaple commodity of Virginia, 
is fo much cultivated, that the inhabitants hard- 
ly mind any thing elfe, (c this plant may be 
Wought to a toleraWe market. And this trade 
it brought to fuch perfedion, that the fweet- 
fcented tobacco which grows on James and 
York rivers is leckoned the beft in the world, 
and generally vended in Great Britain for home 
confumption, in various forts of fnufFs and 
(inoaking. The other fort called Aranoacke 
turns to as good an account, being exported to 
Holland, Denmark, Sweden, and Germany. 
Tho' the common way of traffic here, is by 
Wterincof onecoflunodity for another, or of 
. any 
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any ooe fdlr thtir (bplQ tobacco; thty havf 
fomc filver coin among them, both Eng- 
lifh and Spanifh* Notwithftanding the great 
pienty of excellent timber and naval ftores in 
Virginia, and the whole country being hut one 
continued harbour, after entering Chefapeake 
bay' between Capes Charles and Henry, yet 
they build no {hipping. 

They have few towns; the principal are Jamet 
town and Middle plantation, now Williamiburg, 
in the latter of which there is a college. Thit 
is the capital, feat of the Governor, affembly, 
and courts : fo that the Virginia planters refid- 
ing on ih»eir eftates or farms, moft of which 
lies contiguous to fome great river that hUi into 
the bay above- mentioned, fiiips can come up 
almoft to their doors, and take in their cargoes 
of tobacco. 

It is but very lately tha in Virginia they be-* 
ffun to build forts, a well -regulated militia by 
land, and the cruizers feni from Britain by fea, 
being their m*in defence. 

When any perfon is, through age or iicknefs, 
&C. difabled from working, Lisr'j^ced out at 
fome planter's houfe, and f** ported at the public 
expence. And fuch is the hofpitality of the 
Virginia planters, that a ftranger travelling in 
this country may be entertained at their houfe» 
gratis ; fo that public inns in fuch a country are 
unncceflary. 

Virginia is divided into 25 counties : and^ 
in theie are 54 parilhes, 30 or 40 of which are 
fupplied with minifters, and to each parifh be^ 
longs a church, with chapels of eafe in fuch of 
them as are of large extent. The minifter's 
maimenaace is commonly /^}ed.at i6,ooci 

N 4 pounds 
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pounds of tobacco kunaatly^ befidcs perquifites; 

In this colony arc faid to be only 2 preibytc- 
lian, artd 3 quaker meeting- houfe^. 

The counties are as follows, namely, Nor- 
folk, Princcfs Ann, Nanfemund, Ifle of Wight, 
Surry, Henrico, Prin^^e *Gcorge, Prince 
Charles, Jaracs county, York^ Warwick, Eli- 
zabeth, New-Kent, King and Queen's county, 
Middlefex, Eilex, orRappahanock, Richmond, 
Stafford, Weftmoreland, Lanca(ler, Northum- 
berland, Accomack, and Northampton. 
, The revenue from tobacco in Great *BrHairi is 
about three hundred thoufand pounds fterlingper 
annum : and the far greater part of the profits 
of exported tobacco comes to the Britifh tiher- 
chants, which brings.nearly as great a (urn eveiy 
year into the kingdom, the Whole weight falling 
on the planter, who is kept down by the lowneis 
of the original price: To fay noticing .of the 
great advantage which we derive from being 
(upplied by our own colonics with that, for 
which the reft of Europe pay ready money,, be- 
fides the empbymenrbf 200 large vefl'eb, and 
t proportionable number of feamen, which are 
occupied in this trade ; from us the Virginians 
take every article for convenience or ornament 
which they ufe, their own manufa£lufes not de- 
ferving mention. 

1 This colony and Maryland export about 
SojOOO hogflieads. of tobacco of 8 00 weight 
tach. They like wife trade largely with the 
Weft-Indies, in lumber, pitch, tar, corn and 
provifions. They fend home flax, her p, iron, 
ftaves, with walnut and cedar plank. 

The number of white people in Virginia is be- 
tVttCA. ^o:%ai.fo^OQO, and daily encreafes, from 



, Nor- 
Wight, 
Prince 
k, Eli- 
countyi 
^mond, 
rthum- 

rHairi is 

ling per 

profits 

b liher:^ 

: falling 
lownels 
.of the 
i being 
lat, for 
ey, bei- 
?is, and 
Ich are 
rginians 
nament 
not de- 



wcight 
i^ith the 
)rn and 
p, iron, 

ia is be- 
es, from 
th€ 



U RV 

tKe migration of the Scottlfh, Irifli, Sec, hither, , 
from Penfylvania. In Virginia are confiderable 
numbers of French refugees ; but the negroes are 
by much the larger part of the inhabitants, who 
caiinot be fewer than 100,000, of .which arc : 
imported into the two lobacco colonies only be- 
tween 3 or 4000 of thofe annually. 

Virginia Capes are the two head-lands of 
Cape Henry and Cape Charles, jud at the en- 
trance into Chefapeake bay. See Chesapeake, r 

Urvaig, or Urvaiga, a province of Sr 
America. It is bounded by Guayra on the N. 
the month of Rio de larlata on the S. the 
Captainry of del Rey on the £. and Parana on ' 
the W. from which it is parted by the river of 
that name. Its extent is from laf. 25. to 33. 20. 
S. the length from N. E. to S. E. being com- 
puted fomething above 210 leagues, and the 
breadth from E to W. where broadeft 130. but 
much narrower in other parts. It is divided by 
the river of the fame name, or Uruguay, into the 
eaft and weft parts. It rifes near the mountains 
of South Brafil, and about 200 leagues its 
ilream runs with a prodigious nolfe amidil rocks 
and flones ; in winter, by reafon of floods, it 
looks like a Tea. Afterwards it enlarges its 
volume of waters, and flows much more fmooth- 
ly about as many more leagues, its whole courfe 
being computed at 400. It falls into the Rio 
de la Plata almoft oppofite to Buenos Ayres. 
The country pofllfied by the Caflapaminians, &c. ' 
is moftly champaign, but abounds with large 
woods, in which are vaft numbers of wild beafts, 
and variety of wild fowl, particularly parrots* 
Thefe plains were formerly full of citriches, 
lions, deer, and goats ; but both fides of the ^ 

N 5 liver 
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WAGER*S-STR EIGHTS. Seethe 
following article of 
Wales, Nb w North , one of the Northern 
countries of America. It has Prince William's 
land on the N. part of Baffin's bay oft the E» 
an undiffcovered country called New-Denmark 
on the S. and another unknown land on the W. 
P/ovided Wager's Streight communicates with 
the caftern ocean, or South-fea, as is very pro- 
bable, then North Wales rouft be entirely fc- 
parated from the continent of America : for 
it lies beyond the polar circle, whereas t?ic mouth 
of Wager's Streight is about lat. 66. This 
country oi New North Wales is very little 
known, nor are wcmuch better acquainted with 
the land lying fouthward of Wagei^s Streight; 
but what we learn is from Captain Middleton's 
voyage thither in 1742, andMr. Dobb's obfcr- 
vations on it. 

' We find then that between lat. 62. and 6j, 
there oper)s a narrow ftreight, called Sir Tho- 
mas Rofe's Welcome, or Ne Ultra, in lat. 66. 
30. is a fair cape or headland on the weft or 
iiorih-fhore of the Welcome. The land there 
trenching away from cart-by-north to north-by- 
wcft, gave Captaia Middklon great joy and 

hopes 
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hopes of its beiog the extrcine part ofAimeWct, 
on which account he named it Cape Hope. But 
after he had worked up round it, he faw, to hit 
great di(appointmefit, the land» from the lovi^ 
beach oh the eaftern fide of the hay, and oppo- 
fite to Cape Hope, quite round to the weftward 
of the N. which met the weftern-lhore, and' 
makes a very deep hay, which on account of^ 
that difappointment wai caJled Repulfe^bay. 
Here they met with a great deal of ftragglingj 
ke, though it wa» the month of Auguft. 

In the lame bay, about lat. 66. 45. Captain 
Middleton went aOiore on a point of land, 
which he named Cape Frigid, near which hd 
fuppofes that there is a ftreigh^, which he calls' 
the Frigid or Frozen (hreight. The Captain fent 
the carpenter and gunner to the top of the high^ 
eft mountain of the land on which he ilood/ 
whence they could overlook and take a diiltnflf 
view of all the freights to the fouthward, and 
the land, idands and bays all round. At thei# 
return he ftri6Uy examined them with regard to 
the particulars which they faw ; whether thejT 
were pofttively fure, that the low beach joineci 
to the land they ftoodupon ? They aiTureo him, 
fays he, it did : that they were on no iftand cut 
off from the beach ; and that the Frozen<-ft. ./^hr, 
of which they delivered him a plan next moraing 
on board, was at lead twelve* leagues wide froni 
the £. to the W. fide ; and not lefs than 4 of 
5 leaguis over at the mouth, or narroweft part. 
But this is contradided by Captain Middleton^s 
clerk. Who declared pofitivcly, that the land they 
ilood upon was an ifland, from a channel, he 
faid, which disjoined it from the low beach, and 
another he faw. to the £K>rthwafd. This is sL\i6 

confirmed 
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confirmed by the cirpentcr's and' gunner's ac-^ 
count) who declared, that the l&nd they then 
^ood upon was an ifland wafhed on all fides 
f>y the Tea. This declaration of the clerk. 
Captain Middleton himfelf has publi(hed in his 
vindication. The gunner alfo pofitively declared, 
that it was an ifland about three leagues didant 
from the main, and about feven leagues long. The 
Iba between both was frozen from fide to fide, 
vrith about 30 fmall iflands in the middle and 
fides. The main is very high land, and has a 
channel runHing N. E. oppofite to the moft 
iioutherly point of the ifland, and E. of the 
point of the low beach. So thatas Mr. Dd)bsob- 
fcrves, the Captain's fpacious Frozen ftreight, an 
hundred fathoms deep, is a mere fi6lion, and is 
dwindled iuto an arm of the fea three leagues 
wide, full of iflands which furrounded the ifland 
ahey flood upon, and feparated it from the low 
teach. It was neceffary to make thefe obferva- 
tions, becaufe from the tides and flood here, 
vhich<iaptain Middleton would make the world 
believe came out of his Frozen ftreight, it will 
follow, that there muft be a N. W. paflTage into 
the Weftern ocean. ^ v ". 

;. That flip of land which runs ' i>etween the 
Welcome and part of Baffin s bay is very little 
known, nor has it any name or inhabitants that 
ivecari tell v oaly it is faid to be a very barren 
i^nd,. of an cafy afcent, near the Welcome, but 
-very mountainous inland. Its moft fouthcrly point 
ialat. 65. is called Cape Southampton. In Char- 
levoix's map, prefixed to his account of Hud- 
son's bay, this neck of land is faid to be an 
ifland. But tlien it is alfo fuppofed there, thai 
Ciy?!. Mi(ttietpii*a frozca ftreight is a real onei 
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To the E. of Cape Sbuthamptoii, In a^o"^ /J^^* 
fame latitude/ is another point of land called 
Cary Swan's Ncft. We (hall now pafs over tc> 
the country oppofite to this laft mentioned point 

of land, f f-^ 

Wc know nothing of the country from Cape 
Hope to the entrance or mouth of Wager s 
freights. We find only in Capt. Middleton s 
tournaU that the ftreight leading from the Wei- 
come into Repulfc bay is pretty narrow, and not 
above eight or nine leagues broad, m lat.65. 38. 
The mouth of Wager's ftreight hes m lat. 65. 
a-? and is about two or three miles wide. At 
four or five miles within its entrance, it is fix or 
cieht leagues wide. There are fever al iflands in 
the middle, and fome rocks ; the lands.on both 
fides are as high as any in England ; and there 
are very good foundings, nolels than fix teen fa- 
thoms at the mouth, and mod of the way, five 
leagues up, from twenty to thirw and forty- four 
fathoms. This ftreight, which Capt. Middleton 
always calls a river, he named Wager s river» . 
from the late firft lord of the admiralty of that 
name. Thirteen or fourteen leagues up the 
ftreieht, on the northern ftiore, in long. 87. 18. 
W from London, is a fmall cove or harbour^ 
fit for ftiips to anchor in, which Capt. Middle- 
ton named Savage found, from the natives co- 
ming to him there. 

Higher up, in Ut. 65. 50. hes the entrance of 
a fmall river or found, about fix or feven miles 
•broad ; but how far it may go inland, Captairv 
Middieton fays he does not know. The ftreight 
IS here ff^ven leagues broad, ail very high land 
on'both fides. This little river the Captain called 
Deer- found, on account i the plenty of deer 

there. 






tbcff , The fand in this pirt is wtry btfc, with- 
fcaKcly any thing but rocka of the marble kiruL 
But in the valleys are many large frdh lakes* a» 
tpod deal of gra/s, and great plenty of deer. 
Here is alfo (lore of ducks and other water-fowl.^ 
They faw Tome whaffcs in this found ; which laft' 
particular is very remarkable, as no whales were 
fcen below Deer- founds nor in Repulfe bay 
The oppofite (hore feems to be ali broken land ; 
and iflands, with fcvcral inkts. The moft 
fouthcrly cape Capt. Middleton named Cape 
Dobbs. 

We know but very little of the coaft from 
Cape,Dobb£ S. weft ward, except that in about 
lat. 65. there is a cape called Whalebone; 
point ; and another in 65. 10. called Cape Ful- 
lerton. In lat. 63. we find an ifland called 
Brook Cobham, or Marble ifland : to the W, 
of whici is an opening within land called Ran- 
kin's inlet. We find two more to the S. of it : 
the northernmoft is called Whalecove, and the 
other LovegTove, which is a fair opening to the 
weftward of Whalecove. It is very probable, 
that hereabout is a convenient and eafy pafTage 
into the South fea. More to the fouthward, in. 
lat. 60. 30. is the mouth of Seal river. 
^ All the countr^' from Wager's ftreiaht to Seal • 
river is in fome maps called New Denmark ; 
tho' others place New Denmark more to the 
weftward. We however find, that, in 1610, 
Capt. Munk was fent thither by the King erf 
Denmark, and wintered at a place called Munk's 
Winter-harbour, in lat. 63. 20. which muft be 
fomething to the N. of Rankin's inlet. Munk 
called this country New Denmark; apd that 
|»art of Hudfon's bay, which walhes the Wef- 

tem 
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tem or American (bore, he called Mtrc Ko&, 
vum, 07 the New Sea i and thai which ia to* 
wards the eaftern fiuire, and by him iroagincd 
to be part of Qrocff>land» He named Mate Chrif- 
tUoum, or the Chriilian Tea, as we find ia 
Churchill's collections. But all thofe names are 
now difcarded, and not to be met with in anf 
modern maps, except in thofe made by the 
Danes, and in De Liilc*s map of Canada. 

With regard to HudCon's ftretsht and bey, the 
mouth of the former is in about Tat. 61. N. is fix 
leagues over, or, according to Mr Dobbs> ix 
or 13. At the mouth is an ifland called Refo- 
lution; but Charles ifland, Salifbitry ifland, and 
Nottingham, are in the ftreight, and Mansfield 
ifland in the mouth of the bay. The flreight 
from Refolution ifland to Cape Diggs, at the 
entrance of the bay, i^ about 140 leagues in 
length. The land on both ddes, namely. La- 
brador and North Main, are inhabited by fa- 
vages, of whom we have little or no knowledge. 
The bay is about 300 leagues wide from S. to 
N. or rather above 530, if we reckon from the 
cod of James bay, in about lat. 51. to that of Re-> 
pulfe bay, in lat. 67. 10. but its breadth is un- 
equal, being about 130 leagues where broadefi : 
but it grows narrower both to the fouthward and 
the northward, being not above 35 leagues broad 
in fome places. That part of the bay on the 
W. fide, in about lat. 57. is c^led Burton's bay ; 
andtheeaftern part, from lat. 55. 15. to 51. 
and themofi fouthern part, is called James's bay*. 
The coafl from Cape Henrietta Maria, in lat. 
55. 15. where James's bay begins, to ihe hot-, 
tom of the bay, is about lOO leagues, and of 

* much 
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inucfi the fame breadth all the way, being Be- 
tween 50 and 60 leagues over. 

On the eaftern (hore, or coaft of Labrador, 
lie fcveral iflands, called the North -fleepers, the 
Weft-deepers, Baker's dozen, Belchier's iflcs ; 
and in James's bay, Bearifland, Viner's ifland, 
Charlton ifland. Cape Hope ifland, &c. All 
the country from Button's bay fouthward and 
caflward, as far as Labrador, is called New 
South Wales. 

Wales, New South, one of the northern 
countries of America. It is of vaft extent, ly- 
ing all round tb-; fouthern part of Hudfon's-bay» 
and makes a'jove an hundred leagues. It is 
bounded by New France or Canada on theE. 
and S. a large trzS: of unknown countries on the ' 
W. which are inhabited by fcveral Indian tribes, 
who come hitherto trade; but its extent can- 
not be afcertained, the Englifh, who alone trade 
here, having no fettlements inland but in their 
forts and near the coaft. Acrofs the country 
from St. Margaret's river, w^hich runs into that 
of St. Laurence, to Rupert's river at the bottom 
of Hudfon's bay, there is not above 150 miles. 

Labrador is called the E. Main, and New 
Wales the W. Main. 

The Hudfon's-bay company have feveral forts 
and fetilements on New Wales, or that called 
the West Main (which fee). 

About five or fix leagues from the Weft 
Main, there is an ifland called the Little Rocky 
Ifle, it being a mere heap of rocks and f^ones, 
with feme fmall brufhwood growing upon it» 
This is fuppofed to be overflowed with high N. 
W. winds, which occafion a great tide all over 
;bc bay, la this ille is plenty of gulls and fwal- 

low* 
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lows. About three miles from the S. E. part of 
the iflarid lies a dangerous reef of fand, dry at 
low-water. 

Charlton ifland is a dry white (and, covered 
over with a while mois, full of trees. Juniper, 
and Ipruce, though not very large. This ifle' 
affords a beauutul profped in fpring to fuch as 
are near it, after a long voyage of three or four 
months on the moft uncomfortable feas in the 
world, occafioned by the vaft mountains of ice 
in the bay and ftreights : againft which, if (hips 
happen to ftrike, they are dafhed in pieces as 
certainly as if they ran againft rocks, thcfe be- 
ing petrified by the violence of the continual 
froft. To fee one day the (bore on the W; 
Main bare, the moun* ns covered with fnow, 
and nature looking as if frozen to death, and 
the next day to behold Charlton ifland fpread 
With trees, forming, as it were, a green tuft of 
the whole, is a change capable of giving the 
^reateft pleafure, after the fatigues of an intole- 
rable winter-voyage. The air even at the bot^ 
torn of Hudfon's bay Is exceffively cold for nine 
months, and the other three very hot, except 
with a N. W. wind. We fhall now proceed to 
give fome account of Hudfon*s bay, the rather 
as fome particulars of this hitherto almoft un- 
known country may be herein given. 

In 1667, one Mr. Gillam failed in the Non- 
fuch catch, into Baffin's bay, to the height of 
75. deg. and from thence fouth wards to 51. deg. 
where he entered a river, to which he gave the 
name of Prince Rupert's river ; and finding the 
favages difpofed to a friendly commerce, he erec- 
ted a fmali fortrefs there which he called Charles 
fort. From the fuccefs of this expedition, the 

perfons 
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peribns concerned in fitting cuit GilJam^s vtSkl 
applied to King Charles ll. for a patent, whoj 
in May 1670 granted them one accordingly. 

The commodities for trade here arc, guns, 
powder, ihot, cloth, hatchets,, kettles, tobacco, 
&€. which the Engliih exchange with the Indi- 
ans for furs of beavers, martens, foxes, moofe, 
^c. The great profits acquired by this trade, 
and the profpe^t of engroifmg it wholly, enga- 
ged the new company to profecuie their mea- 
lures vigoroufly, and to fettle a good ccwrrefpon- 
dence with the natives, whom they found very 
tradable, and willing to do any thijig upon rea- 
fonable terms. For the Indians aboui; Rupert's; 
fiver, and other places in the bay, are more fim-^ 
pie than the Canadians, who have had longer' 
commerce with the Europeans. They arc gene- 
rally peaceable either among themfelves or with 
others, except the Nod ways, a wild barbaco^us 
nation on the confines of Hudfon's freights. 

The Indians of certain diftridts bounded by 
fuch and fuch powers, have each an Okimakor 
captain, who is an old man, confidered only for 
his prudence and experience. He has no autho- 
rity but what they think fit to give liim. He is 
the fpeech-maker to the Englifh, as alio in their 
own councils, when they meet e\sry fpring and 
fall, to fettle the difpofition of their quarters for. 
hunting, fowling, and fifhing. Their notions 
of religion are but very flender, and their wor- 
f:)jp confifts in fongs and dances. Sic, 

In 1670^ the company made afettlement at 
RupertVriver, and another was eftAWifted at 
Fort Neifon, In i686^ we find the company 
in poffefiion of five fealcincnts ; " namely; Al- 
fciupy river, Hayes ifland, Rupert's river, fort 

4 -^ ^r.ft V »i 
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Nelfon or York, and New Severn. Their trade 
at each of them was very confiderable. * roin 
Albany vr i»cy had generally ^oo beavers a 
year. But ic French beainning to be afraid 
that all the upland Indians might be drawt^dowti 
to the bay, rcfolvcd, amidft a profound peace, 
and in the reign of King James II. to drive the 
Englifh out of all their places in the bottom of 
it. Firft they took Hayes idand, and then the 
fort on Rupert's river, and afterwardsihe tort 
at Albany river. Kut after I'everal viciflitudes m 
taking and retaking thcfe places, they were at 
laft reftored to the Englifh company by the trea- 
ty of Utrecht ; fo that their trade is now m a 
very fiourifhing condition. An account of 
which by Mr. Dobbs, and taken from the 
mouth of one experimentally acquainted witU it, 

is as follows. 

The Indians being obliged to go aOiore every 
day to hunt for provifions, arc thereby very 
much retarded in their voyages : for their canoea 
are fo very imall, holding only two men, and a 
pack of 100 beaver-fkins, that they cannot carry 
orovifjons with them for any time. If they had 
larger canoes, they would make their voyages 
ihorter, and carry more furs, &c. to market. 
This, and the hig^h price of Euroj^can goods^ 
civen by the company in exchange, dilcourages 
the natives fo much, that if they w^re not abfo- 
lutely under a neceffity of having guns,- powder 
and (hot, hatchets, and other iron-tools tor 
hunting, with tobacco, brandy, and fomc paint 
for luxury, they would not go down to the fac 
tory with what they now carry. At prelent 
they leave great numbers of furs and Ikins be- 
hind them. A good hun-Jer among the Indiana 
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can kill 600 beavers in a feafon, and can cany 
dnwn but 100 : the reft he ufes at home, or 
hangs them upon branches of trees upon the 
death of his children, as an offering to them, or 
he ufes them f»r bed 'ing or coverings. They 
fometimes burn off the fur and roafl the bfeavers 
like pigs, upon any entertainment ; and they 
often let them rot. 

The furs of beavers are of a reddifh brovv^n, 
black, and white colour. The black is the 
moft valued by the company in England, and 
the white in Canada, where they fell for 
eighteen (hillings, while the other fell only for 
five or fix. Thefe are extremely white, with a 
fme luflre, and foft long pile ; and the beaver 
once a year has from 10 to 15 at a litter. 

The Indians on the W. of the bay following 
an erratic and migratory courfe of life, can 
have no benefit by tame fowl or cattle. They 
feldom ftay above a fortnight at a place, unlefs 
they find plenty of game. When they remove 
to another fpot, they -firft build their huts, and 
afterwards they difperfe to get game for their 
food, and meet again at night, after killing 
enough to maintain them for that time. They 
do not go above a league or two off: and when 
they find a fcarcity, they remove a league or two 
further. Thus they traverfe through thefe 
woody countries and bogs, fcarcely mifling one 
day winter or fummer, fair or foul, in the great- 
eft ftorms of fnow, but what they are employed 
in lome kind of chace. The fmallar game, fuch 
^ as martens, fquirrels, ermines, &c. got by traps 
or fnares (as (hooting them would fpoil the furs) 
generailly employ the women and children. 
The elks, ftags, rein-deer, bears, tygcrs, wild 
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oxen, foxes, beavers, and carcajon (an animal 
as big as a dog, and an enemy to the beaver) &c. 
take up the mens time. 

The Indians, when they kill any game for 
food, leave it where they kill it, and &nd their 
wives next day to carry it home. 

In winter, when they go abroad, which they 
mud do in all weathers, to hunt and fhoot for 
their daily food, before they fet out they rub 
themfelVes all over with bears greafe or oil of 
beavers, which does not freeze, and they alfo 
rub the fur of their beaver-coats, and then put 
them on. They have likewife a kind of dock- 
ings or boots of beaver-flcin well oiled with the 
fur inwards : and over thefc they have an oiled 
fkin laced about their feet, which keeps out the 
cold, and alfo water, where there is no ice nor 
fnow ; and by ihis means'thev never freeze, nor 
fufFer any thing by cold. In lummer alfo, when 
they go naked, they rub themfelves with this oil 
or greafe, and expole themfelves to the fun with- 
out being fcorched, their (kins being always kept 
foft and fupple by it : nor do any flies, bugs, 
muiketoes, or other noxious infedt, ever moleft 
them while thus rubbed over. 

The Indians make no ufe of honey, and have 
no bees but the wild humble ones : of the Hing- 
ing of thefe they are fo afraid, as they go naked, 
that they avoid them as much as poflible. For 
making of fugar they ufe the juice of the birch, 
boiling it till black and dry ; and then ufe it 
with their meat. They ufe no milk from the 
time they are weaned, and they all hate to tafte 
cheefe, from a notion that it is made of dead 
*Tiei*$ fs,tv^ Thev love orunes and raifins. for 12 
©f which, for their children, they will give a 
s2 beaver*s 
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beaver's fldn ; as alfo for a thrum or jtw's harp. 
The women have all fine voices ; and they are 
very fond of all forts of pi^ures or prints, giving 
a beaver for the Icaft ; and all toys arc like 

jewels to them. . . . j 

The natives are fo difcouraged m their trade 
with the company, that no (kins arc worth the 
carxiage ; and the fined furs were fold for vciy 
little, when they came to the faaory in 1742. 
The prices they took for the European goods 
were much highei than the fettled prices fixed 
by the company, which the Governors had thijs 
raifed, to (hew the company how zealous they 
were to improve their trade, artd fell their goodf 
to advantage : but the profit they ma^^L. is mon- 
ftruous, even to 2COO per cent. The furs 
there are much more valuable than the furs up- 
on the Canada lakes fold at New-York : for 
the former will fetch five or fix (hillings . per 
pound, when the latter fell at three (hillmgs 

and fix-pence. -r. , v / 

That part called the Great Fork, 60 leagues 
above York fort towards the S.W. is the place 
where the rivers Nelfon and Hayes join i which 
after running a little way together, feparatc 
again, forming an ifland called Hayesii(land. 
The moft northerly branch is ftill called Nel- 
fon's river, near the mouth of which ftandrtort 
York • the fouthernmoft branch is called Hayes 
river by the EngllOi, and St. Therela by the 
French, wbo call Nelfon river that of Bourbon, 
wJiich name they alfo give to 1* ^t York. 

Were a feftory fettled on the Great tork, the 

jjgMu^s from the fouthward ot Pachegoia could 

make atleaft two returns in a fummer ; and thofc 

at ereatcr diftances could make one, who cannot 

^ now 
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adW come at all ; and above double the number 
ivould be employed in hunting, and many more 
fkms brought to market than they can now af- 
ford to bring for the low prices given for them. 
The climate is good, and fit to produce grain, 
^dlfe, &c. with very good grafs and hay -for 
horfes and cattle. And if afterwards any fettlc- 
«icnts*were made on the Lake Pachegoia, which 
is not more northerly than lat. 52. and veflels 
built to navigate that lake, the trade would be 
ftill vaftly improved. It would fpread not only 
up the river and lakes, as far as the lakes du 
Bois and du Puis, but alfo among the Affini- 
, :bouels and nations beyond thefe, likewife the 
nation des Vieux Hommes, or Old Men, who 
are 200 leagues wettward of Pachegoia. The 
nations who go up the above-mentioned river 
with prefents to confirm the peace, are three 
months in going, and fay that they live behind 
a range of mountains beyond the Aflinibouels. 
La France faw feveral of them, who all wanted 
a joint of the little finger, which they faid was 
cut oflF foon after they were bora ; but gave no 
reafon for it. 

Mr. Froft, who has been many years employed 
by the company in the bay, both at Churchill 
^nd Moofc river factory, and who was their in- 
terpreter with the natives, and travelled a con- 
fiderable way into the country, both northweft of 
Churchill, and fouthward of Moofe-river fadory, 
and refided at the latter place fince the fadory 
was ere^Sed there in 1730, gives a very good 
account of the climate and country there, and 
up the river fouthward of it. He fays, the fac- 
tory :s built near the mouth of the river, in lat-i. 
tude 51, z8. That the rivet is navigable, and 
3 at 
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at twelve miles difl„:ice from the fort is divided 
into two branches ; one comes from the fouth. 
ward, the other from the S. W. Upon the 
fouthern branch all forts of gram thrive} as bar- 
ley, beans and peaie, do at the faaory, though 
expofed to all the chilling wmds which come 
from the ice in the bay. Upon the fouthern 
part above the falls there grows naturally along 
ihe river, a kind of wild oats and rye, the hufk 
being black, but the grain perfea'.y "L^"' »"^ 
dear like rice. The Indians beat it off, when 
ripe, into their canoes, as they paf. along the 
river, it growing in the water like rice In the 
woods at the bottom of the bay, at Moofe and 
Albany, as well as at Rupert's river, are very 
large timber-trees of all kmds, oak, afh, &c. 
as well as p=ne, cedar, and fpruce. They have 
exceedintt eood grafs for making of hay, which 
mp'oves'dlily af they cut and feed cattle on it : 
and every where within land may beraifed all 
forts of pulfe and grain, all kinds of frmt-trees 
as in the fame climate in Europe, fince what- 
ever has been tried thrives very well. 

The ice breaks up at Moofe failory in the be- 
ginning of March,.but higher up m the country 
about the middle of it. The nver is navigable for 
canoes a great way up among the <,""»• At » 
confiderable diftance there is one fall of 50 feet, 
but above that it is deep and navigable a great 
way. The climate above the fall is very good, 
and the river abounds with the wild rice men- 
tioned above. • , » r . 
The French have ahoufe or fettlement for 
trade near the fouthern branch, about an hun- 
A.^ n,ilps above the faaory, where they fell 
Iheir goods cheaper than the company do, thtf 
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It be very difficult and cxpcnfivc to carry thctn 
(o far from Canada. They give as much for a 
marten's (kin as we do for i beaver, when wc 
infift upon three for one. So the French get all 
the choice (kins, and leave only the rcfufe for the 
company. The French have alfo got another 
houfe pretty high up, on Rupert*s-river, by 
which means they have gained all the trade up- 
on the E. main, except a little the company 
get at Sludc- river, the mouth of which is about 
30 leagues to the north of Rupert's-river. 

On the fouth-fide of the great inland Tea late- 
ly difcovcred on the E. main, there is an ex- 
ceeding rich mine of lead, from which the natives 
have brought very good ore, which with the 
furs on that coaft might turn to very great ad- 
vantage, and the latter vaftly increafcd, were 5 
the trade laid open, and the fettlements made in 
proper places. 

When Mr. Froftwas at Churchill, he tra- 
velled a confiderable way inland, nonh-eall- 
ward ofthe river of Seals: near that river and 
the fea- coaft there were fmall (hrubby woods. 
But for many miles, at leaft 60 furlongs into 
the country, they had nothing but .a barren^ 
white mofs, upon which the reindeer feed, as 
alfo the moofe, buffaloes, and other deer. And 
the natives told him further weftward, beyond 
that barren, there were large woods. He was 
acquainted, when there, with an Indian chief, 
who traded at Churchill, and had often been at 
a fi le copper-mine, which they (Iruck off from 
the rocks with (harp ftones. He faid that it 
was upon iflands at the mouth of a river ; and 
lay to the northward of that country, where they 
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With regard to the trade of Churchill, it is un- 
neceflary, being at too great a diftance from the 
French, for them to interfere with it. In the 
year 1742 it amounted to 20,000 beavers. There 
were about one hundred Upland Indians, who 
came in their canoes to trade j and about 200 
Northern Indians, who brought their furs and 
(kins upon fledges. Some of them came down 
the river of Seals, fifteen leagues northwards of 
Churchill, in canoes, and brought their furs 
with them by land. They have no beavers to 
the northward of Churchill, there being no fuch 
ponds and woods as thofe animals chufe to live 
in, or feed upon. But they have great num- 
bers of martens, foxes, bears, reindeer, bufF;i- 
loes, and other beafts of rich furs, the country 
being moftly rocky, and covered with white 
mofs, upon which reindeer and cariboux feed. 

There is a great deal of fmall wood of the 
fpi uce or fir kind near the old h&ory : but the 
wood improves as it is further up the river, from 
the bay, where they have juniper, birch, and 
poplar ; and more foutherly the timber is larger, 
and there is a great variety of trees. 

They are under great inconvenjencies at the 
New Fort, which Hands high upon a rock, 
M^ithout (heltcr, clofe by the fhore, furrounded 
with fnow and ice for eight months of the year, 
expofed to all the winds and florms that happen, 
where they can have no conveniency of grafs, 
hay, or gardening : and yet they had four or 
five houles there, with a bull and two cows, 
near the factory. They were obliged to bring 
their hay from a marlhy bottom, fome miles up 
the fiver, for feeding of them in winter. But 
were a fettlement made higher up the river 

fouthward. 
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(buthward, fome leagues from the bay, in (helteT 
from chilling winds, they would have grafs and 
hay fufiicicnt ; and might alfo have gardens, 
with proper greens and roots, propagated there. 
Between Churchill and Nelfon rivers is faid to 
be a communication, but at a great diftance in^ 
land, or a very fhort land-carriage between them } 
for the Indians who trade here, tell them what 
chief? with their followers go down to Nelfon 

or Albany river. r xr- • • • xr 

Warwick, a county of Virginia, in N. 
America. Jt lies S. E. of York country, con- 
taining 38,444 acres, in two pariOics, Dcnby 
and Mulberry ifland. 

War wick, a thriving town of Providence 
plantation, and New-England, N. America, 
near the mouth of the river Paiuxet. It fuiFered 
much in the Philippic war, every houfe in it but 
one having been deftroyed: yet it foon reco- 
vered. The inhabitants are laid to be fo ho- 
fpitable as to entertain ftrangers at their houfe* 
gratis 
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Welcome, Sir Thomas Roe's, or Ne Ultra^^ 
a narrow ftreight fo called in New N. Wales, 
and the ar<Stic countries of America, which opens 
between lat, 62. and 63. N. On the W . or N. 
(bore of the >V«^lcome is a fair headland, lat. 66.* 
30. N. called the Hope, from Capt. Middkton, 
expeaing this to be the extreme part of Ame- 
rica ; but, after walking round it, he faw land 
further, forming what upon this dirappointment 
he denominated Repulfe bay. 

Welch Tract, lands fo called in New-* 
caftle county, and Penfylvania, in North Ame- 
rica, where near 40,000 acres have been planted 
by VVelchmei). it iS irucit-iowii wiii* anait, 
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itjwns, u Haverford'Weft, Merioneth, kc. It 
1^ populous, sad the people are very igduftrious, 
who have cleared tM« pare of the country. Here 
Are feveral large plantations of corn, with abun- 
dance ot cattle : fo that this fettlement is iu as 
thriving a conditjpn as any in the province. 

West Main, /> New Wales, in the nor- 
thern countries of America, is commonly called. 
Here the Hudibn's bay company have feveral 
forts and fettlements; namely, i. at Church- 
hill river, about lat. 59. N. and long. 95. W. 
from Ixtndon : 2. York fort, at the mouth of 
Nclfon's river : 3* At the New Severn : 4. At 
Albany river : 3. At Hayes ifland : and, 6. At 
Rupert's river. Not far from Weft Main are 
Kocky ifle and Charlton ifland. See Wales. 
The air even at the bottom of the bay, the' 
by latitude nearer the fun than London, name- 
ly, in 51 deg. is extremely cold for nin^ months, 
and the other three months very hot, except 
when a N. W. wind blows. The foil on the 
Eaft Main, as well as the Weft, bears no man- 
ner of grain* Some goofcberries, ftrawberries, 
and dewberries, grow about Rupert*8 river, in 
about lat. 52, 

Weston Ifland, Lord, an ifland fo culled by 
Capt. Thomas James, in his voyage for finding 
a N. W. paflagc. This navigator continuing to 
rove up and down, gavcnsimes t© d»vci « places-, 
and this among the reft ; but wl ' ■£• *♦*:*. ocddoea 
Aot exactly appear, unlefs in a bay to the weft- 
, wardvof Port Nelfota, in the northern countries 
of America. 

Weymouth, the oldeft town of all Suffolk 

i; i .iity, in New England, in North America ; 

>ist it'isiii/C (b confiderable as it was formerly. 

3 Here 
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Here Is 1 well- frequented ferry for ad. in lilt 
day-time, and 4 d. in the night. 

Whalbcove, in the u rthern countries of 
America, the moft norihetly ifland of two, the 
other being Lovegrove, whn h is a iair opening 
to the wcftward of it. Whalccovc lits S. of 
Broolc-Cobham, or Mart e-ifland, the latter 
being in lat. 63. Hereabouts it is very probable 
that there is a convenient and ea.y paffagc into 
the South fea. 

White River, t torrent ifluing from the 
mountPiti of fulphur in Guadaloupe, one of the 
Car»bbee iflands in America. It is fo called as 
it oacn affumes that colour from the afhes and 
fulphur covering it, and fells into the river of 

St. Louis, 

Wico, a Swedifh fcttlement, about half a 
mile from the town of Philadelphia and Penfyl- 
vania, in North America. Here the people of 
that nation have a meeting- houfe : they have an- 
other of the fame for religion atTenecum j but 
whether thefc places arc in the county of Buc- 
kingham or Philadelphia, we cannot fay. 

WiOHT Isle, a county in Virginia, in North 
America. It lies N. of Nanfamund, containing 
142,796 acres in two parifhes, namely, War- 
wick fqueek and Newport. Here is a fpring, 
with as plentiful a fourcc of water as Holy-well 
in Wales. . ,' 

William, King, a county of Virginia, m 
North America. It lies N. W. of New Kent, 
and contains 84,324 acres of land in one pa- 
riih, namely, St. John's. Pamunky river, the 
fouthermoft branch of that of York, runs thro* 

this county. t- , . u 

William, Fort, on Caftlc-lfland, in the 

O 2 mam 
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main cKannel leading to the harbour of Bofton, 
in New England, North America. It is the 
moft regular fortrefs in the Britiih plantations, 
and has its name from being ercaed liltht reign 
of King William, by Colonel Rocmer, a fa- 
mous engineer. It ftands about a league from 
the town, and built in fo proper a place, that 
It is not poiTiblc for an enemy's (hip to approach 
the town without the hazard of being fhattered 
to pieces by the ordnance on it : of which there arc 
•100 pieces; 20 whereof were given to the pro- 
vince by Q^ Anne, and placed on a platform near 
high-water mark, fo as to rake a (hip fore and 
aft, before (he can bring her broadfides to bear 
againft this caftHe. It is a quadrangle, furr6und- 
cd with a covered way, and joined by aline of 
communication from the main gate to a redoubt, 
and two others from the main battery, which is 
fo near the channel, that no (hips can enter it, 
without paffing even within piftol-ihot of it. 
Some of the cannon carry 42 pounders. Here 
are four companies af militia : and tho*, in time 
of peace, only 50 or 100 men do duty here ; 
y€t in war-time 500 able foldiers are exempted 
from all military duty, to be ready to attend the 
fervice of the caftle, at an hour»s warning, upori 
any fignal of the approach of an enemy : and 
in fuch cafe 10,000 efFedtive men, well armed, 
might be raifed in Bofton for its defence, in 
twenty-four hour's warning. But to prevent all 
poffible ftirprife, there is a light-houfe ereaed 
on a rock, about two leagues from the city ; 
which in time of war makes a fignal to the caftle, 
and the caftle to the town, by hoifting and lower- 
ing the Union-flag as many times as there are 
ihips approaching i which if they exceed a cer- 
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tain number, the caftlc fires three guns to alarm 
thr town ; and, if need be, a beacon is fired td 
give the adjacent country notice. So that un- 
Icfs an enemy can be fuppofed to fail by fo ma- 
ny iHanda and rocks in a fog, the city mull have 
fix hours or more» to prepare for their reception. 
And even fijppofmg they might pafs this caftle, 
there are two batteries at the N. and S. ends of 
the town, which command the whole bay, and 
render it impoifitle for an enemy's (hip of bur- 
then to ride there in fafety, while the merchant-^ 
men and fmall-craft may retire up into Charles- 
river, out of cannon {hot. "It is equally impof- 
fiblc for any fhip to be taken out of this' harbour 
by a pirate. For the caftle fuff'ers no (hip, out- 
ward bound, to pafs without a periiut from the 
governor ; which Is ftot granted without a clear- 
ing at the cultom-houfe, and the ufual notice of 
failing, by loofing the fore-top fail. 

Wijlliam's Land, Prince, a country lying 
round Baffin's bay, in North Main^ and the arc- 
tic countries of America, is fo fettled in our 
maps : But we find no dcfcription of it. 

Williamsburg, formerly Middle planta- 
tion, in James county and Virginia, in North 
America; about fix miles N. of James town, 
and fifty W. of cape Charles. It is the capital 
of Virginia, the feat of the governor, general 
aflfembly and judicial courts, though not very 
confiderable ; the planters of this colony gene- 
rally chufing to live on their eftates or planta- 
tions in the country. Here is an academy or 
college, towards endowing of which King 
William and Queen Mary gave 2000 1. and 
20,000 acres of land, with the duty of one pen- 
ny per pound on all tobacco exported from 

O 4 Vugifiia 
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Virginia and Maryland to the otjicr plantations, 
and the furveyor general's place then vacant. 
Their majefties alfo granted them the privilege 
of fending a menabcr to the aflembly : after- 
wards a duty on furs and (kins was added to 
their revenue by the general aflembly. The 
whole profit amounts now to upwards of 400 1. 
»nd is «ncreafing every year. The foundation 
was to conGft of a prefident, fa mafters or pro- 
feflors, and the chief matter to have a falary of 
lool. per annum, and loofcholars, graduates 
or non-graduates. They were enabled to pur- 
chafe and hold lands to the value of 2000 1. ptr 
annum, and were to be governed and vifited by 
certain gentlemen named in the charter, and to 
he ftyled governors and vifitors : and upon tiie 

death of one of th^ip^ were impowered lomm 

another in his place. One of thefe was to be 
reaor, and their number in all eighteen. 
Thefe were to name the prefident, mafters, and 
Other officers of the college, and bad a power to 
make ftatutes and ordinances. The building, 
when perfea, was to confift of a quadrangle. 
The profcflbrs were to read on all the liberal 
fciences, on agriculture, architecture, the mili- 
tary art, navigation, gardening, trade and ma- 
nufaaures, once a week from Eafter to Michael- 
mas, and twice a week from Michaelmas Co 
tafter. They began with experiments on 
plants and minerals, and they were aflifted by the 
French refugees in Monachan town. Their 
own lead, iron and copper mines, were under 
confidcration when the college was burnt down : 
but it has been fince rebuilt, nicely contrived 
and adorned, bsing not altogether unlike Chel- 

fea college W. of London. 

^ In 
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In Wmiamiburg is afmall fort, or rather bat- 
tery mounted with ten 6r twelve guns. Colonel 
Nicholfon caufed a ftatehoufe or caoitol to be 
crcaed here, and fcvcral ftrcets to be laid out - 
In the form of a W ; but not a V or angle of it, 
a» we arc told, is yet finilhed. . , . ,. 

Fronting the college, near its whole breadth, 
is extended t noble flreet, juft three quarters of 
a mile in length, at the upper end of which 
ftands the capitol, a beautiful and commodious 
pile. Here is kept the fecretary's office, with 
all the courts of juflicc and law. The building 

is in the form of an H. . j .^ 

Parallel to the main ftrcet juft mentioned is 
mt upon each fide, but neither ftrcet quite fo 
loot' nor broad; and at proper diftances arc fmall 
crofs-ftrects for the conveniency of communica- 
tion. So that, according to this defcrijption, 
Williarofljurg muft be confiderably increafed. 

Near the middle of the town ftands the church, 
which is a large and ftrong piece of brtck-work, 
built in the form of a crofs, adorned and very 
convenient. Near it is a large oaagon tower, 
a magazine for arms and ammunition : and not 
far ffom thence b a large fquare for a market- 
place, and near it a bowling green, and a play- 
houfe. Here is alfo a county-prifon for crmu- 
nals, and near it another for debtors. 1 he 
private buildings have alfo been very much im- 
proved, feveral gentlemen having built large 
brick-houfcs of many rooms on a floor, but not 
hich, becaufe they have room enough, and are 
now and then vifited with high winds. Lat. 37. 

26. N. long. 76. 36. W. , u .A ^ 

Willi AMSTADT, the name givcii by adt oi 

affembly to Oxford, the capital of Talbot coun- 
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ty in Maryland, North America. It was made 
a port-town at the fame time. One hundred 
* acres of land adjacent to it have been made a 
common pafture for the benefit of the place. 
The fecond fchool to be built was appomtcd for 
'Ai3 town, and a coUeftor and naval officer or- 
dered to refide here. 

WiLLouGHBY Bay,. ncaf two leagues b. t.. 
from Green ifland and Antigua, one of the Ca- 
ribbee ifles in the American ocean. It has a 
very wide mouth, little lefs than a league over ; 
but is above two-thirds blocked up with a fand or 
(hoal ftretchlng from the N. point direaiv to the 
S. point: whence another point called bandy 
point with an ifland in it, fpits off as ifit woul4 
meet the firft, and block up the harbour. Between 
thefe however, there is an open channel, where 
JO>ipsof good burthen may enter ; and wbeti 
they are in, there is very good ridmg almolt 
every where except in the very entrance ; and on 
the larboard-fide there is a little (hoal called the 
Horfe-lhoc: but It is above water, and plamlyto 
be difcerned by the rippling of the fea. 

Wilton, by fome called New London, a 
little town of Colleton county, m Carohna, 
North America. It confifts of about eighty 
houfes. It was built by the Swifs, under the di- 
reaion of a gentleman of that nation, Mr. Zcb- 
babular (not Luberbullet) with leave from the 
aflembly of the province. It ftandspn the N. 
bank of th. river North Ediftow, about twelve 
roiles from its mouth. The buildmg of this 
town has proved detrimental to Purryfburgh, 
which lies on the frontiers of the county : where- 
as, had thefe been fuffered to be w^U fettled 
firft, before any other town was built, ^n& 
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whole country would foon have been peopled of 
courfe, and without much trouble. About 
twenty-two miles above Wilton is fort North- 
Ediftow, to keep the Indians in awe. 

Windward Passage, a courfe of above 
1 60 leagues, fo called from cape Morant, the 
caft point of Jamaica, to the north fide of Crook- 
ed ifland in the American ocean. 

Ships may and have often failed through this 
channel, from the N. fide of it to Cuba, or the 
bay of Mexico, notwithftanding the common 
opinion on account of the current, which is a- 
gainft it, that they keep the Bahama (bore a- 
board, and that they meet the wind in fummer 
for the moft part ot the channel eaftcrly, which 
with a counter current on (hore pufhes them 

eafily through it. ^ , ., 

The two following obfervations of the pilots 
with regard to this gulph, are, i. This ftream 
goes conftantly out to the northward in the mid- 
channel, its force having fome refpea, like 
tides in other channels, to the moon and the 
winds, with a counter current, or at lead a (lill- 
nefs of the water on fhore, which will enable a 
(hip to run through, be the middle ftream ever 
fo ftrong: the fame as in the ftreight of Gi^bral- 
tar, where though the current runs continually 
into the Mediterranean, fliips may work throuj^h, 
keeping the fhore aboard. 2. The current 
which goes out here, fets for tlie moft part into 
the gulph of Mexico, between the two capes of 
Corienties and Catoche, with counter currents 
on fhore, though not always fo, the pilots 
having obferved them ftrong to the eafl at the 

new and full moons. . 

A Itrei^ht 
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A flreigbt of about twenty-one leagues over* 
between Cuba and Hirpaniola, is well known to 
us under tbe name of the Windward paiTage. 

Ail (hips bound to Jamaica from Great Bri- 
tain or Ireland, or the plantations on the Ameri- 
can continent, or from the coail of Africa, in- 
ftead of attempting to pafs through the gulph of 
Florida, where the current is flrong againlt them, 
©r through the flrcight called the Windward 
palTage, which would be altogether as imprac- 
ticable and hazardous, always (hape their courfe 
fo as to fall down fouthward, till they arrive 
lomewhat eaft of the Caribbee iflands in a paral- 
lel latitude with Jamaica ; and for this end they 
generally make the ifland of Antigua, or others 
in that neighbourhood. Whence they alter 
their courfe to due W» and bear away with the 
trade-wind to Jamaica. But when fuch (hips 
are homeward bound to Europe, or the northern 
colonies on the American continent, they have 
the choice of twro courfes; namely, either thro* 
this Windward paffage, or through the gulph of 
Florida, 

From clearing the weft point of Jamaica, to 
the weft of cape St. Antonio, the (hip has the ad- 
vantage of this trade-wind upon her ftarboard 
quarter all the way; which from Port R.oyal 
the place flie is fuppofed to fet outfirft from, is, 
in all a run of about 200 leagues. But when (he 
doubles Cape Antonio, and changes her courfe 
to bear away for the gulph, which is in the 
teeth of the trade-wind, (he then lofes mucb 
more time and way, than (he had gained in her 
quick palTage from Jamaica to the leeward of 
Cuba. And while (he is thus beating againft the 

wind.. 
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wind, between the coafts of Cuba and the gulp!t; 
and juft entered into the latter, great perils arifc 
from the current and coaft of Florida. 

This homeward paflfage through the gulph 
being fo very precarious, there remains no other 
courCe but that of the windward palTage. Its ex- 
tent has been noted above, and reckoning from 
Port Royal, is in the whole above i8o leagues. 
The trade- winds blowing continually ffom E, 
to W. the moft difficult part of this paflagc is the 
courfc from Port Royal to cape Morant, which 
is diredly againft the wind, and has very often 
detained (hips for a- month or fix weeks together i 
and indeed many have been forced to return ta 
Port Royal after fuflFering great damage. But 
fomc (hips that have fet out betwixt December 
and May, have had the good fortune to turn that 
point in one night's time, by taking an advan* 
tage which docs not always dFer of the trade* 
winds and currents flaekening in the feafon to- 
wards the evening, and of the ftrongeft breezes 
then rifing from the land. But this cannot be 
done from May to December, becauTe then the 
trade-wind and currents are at the ftrongelV. 
Befides, in the intervening nvonths they have fiery 
fea-brcczes j during which, efpccially in July, 
Augufl: and September, no (hips ftir out of port. 
Therefore the fafeft time for them to leave Ja- 
maica is obfecved to be betwixt December and 

May. 

And even when (hips have doubled cape Mo- 
rant, they are obliged to ftcer to the windward as 
near as po^fible to the ifland of Hifpaniola, for fear 
of being driven to the leeward between Jamaica 
and Cuba, where it is all a fiat (hallow bottom. 
Nor indeed are they fafe from French and 

SpanUb 
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Spanifli guarda coftas ; particulirly, when they 
have got to the N. of Crooked ifland, as the 
latter have, even in time of peace, pretended to 
as great a right of vifiting our (hips hereabouts, 
as if they were within mufket-fhot of Cuba or 
Hifpaniola. For the reafons abovc-mentroned, 
the greater (hips and fleet fail quite round the 
ifland of Cuba, and fo through the gulph of 
Florida ; but the lighter and well-manned (hips 
chafe the windward pafTage, as it is at beft the 
ihorteft, if not the fafeit courfc. 

WiNGEN, a fmall river between thofe of Win« 
yan and Clarendon, in the county of the latter 
pame, and Carolina, in N. America. Upon it is a 
imall fettlcment called Charles town, thinly iii- 
habited. ^ . 

WiNYAN, or Watery river, in Clarendon 
county, and N. Carolina, N. America. It is 
about 25 leagues from Afhley river, and capable 
of receiving large (hips, but inferior to Port- 
Royal, nor is there yet any fettlements upon it. 

WooDBRiDGE, a good town of Mfddlefex 
county and E. Jerfey, in K. America. It ftands 
on a creek within the found formed by Staten 
ifland and this county. It has 120 families, and 
30,000 acres of plantation ; and lies about fcvea 
01 eight miles from Pifcataway. 
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XAINTES, Santos, or All-Saints*" 
IsANDS, as having been difcovered on 
that Holy-day, by the Spaniards, part of the 

government 
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government ofGuadaloupe,onc of the Cir\hbeci% 
ill the American ocean. Thefc arc three fmill 
ides on the S. E. fide of Guadaloupe, the 
mod wcfterly of which is called Teif re de Bas, 
or the Low ifland, and the moft eaftcrly Terrc 
dc Haut, or the High ifland : the third, which 
lies exaaiy in the middle between the other 
two, feems to be nothing more than a large bar^ 
ren roclc, and helps to form a very good har*. 

bour. 

In 1696, Labat fays, there weie about 90 in- 
habitants on the other two iOands fit to bear 
arms. Having been on the Terre de Bas, he 
computed it to be about 3 leagues in circuit ; 
but he took the Terre de Haut to be the largefL 
There is good land in the valleys, and on 
the other fide of the hills, the tops of which ♦ 
tho*ftony, are covered with wood. The air 
here always blowB frefh, let the wind be from 
what quarter it will. Mandioca, potatoes, 
peafe, cotton and tobacco, thrive here to per- 
fedion, with plenty of hogs fed, as well a» 
goats and poultry. In the wild gram fea- 
fon come great flights of wood-pigeons and 
parrots ; and at otlier times here is abundance of 
turtle-doves, thrufties and fea-fowl; but they 
have here no frefli water. Among the rock* 
there is Ihell-fifh, lobfters, grigs and congars. 
On land are fome few black cattle. On the 
Terre de Bas is a neat wooden church, with two 
very convenient creeks both for anchorage and 
landing. The principal trade of the inhabitants 
is in cotton, pulfe, tobacco and poultry. 

Labat, who places thefe iftands at an equal 
diftance from Dominica and Guadaloupe, fays, 

it was firft poffelTcd by a fmallnumber of French 

in 
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in 1648, and that a great draught obliged them 
to abandon it till 1552, when they font a larger 
colony to it, who, as Tertre fays, cuhivatcd it, 
raifed habitationi, and repulfed the fayages who 
•ttacked them. He adds that there is a fort at 
the harbour which is palifaded, of which the 
EngHlh made themfclvc* maftcrs once; but 
having been afterwards bcficged in it by the 
French, were taken pdroners and carried to 
Guadaloupe ; and that between this and the 
hft mentioned iOand there is 1 dangerous ftrci^ht, 
in which LordWilloughby, with the En^lilh 
fleet, was ihipwrecked after attacking this iHand 
and going to recover the Englilh port of bt. 

Chriftopher*8. « , . • ^ *i,- 

Xalisco, the mod fouthern provinee m^ the 
coaftof Guadalaiwra audience, and New ^Spain, 
in N. America. It is walhedby the South feaon 
the S. and W. bounded on the E. by Guadala- 
iara proper and Mcchoacan, and fepaiTated from 
Chiametlan on thcN. by a narfow flip of land 
keloneins: to Guadalajara, and running out into 
the fca. It is not above 50 leagues in extent 

*'^It ' abounds with Indian wheat and filvei 
mines, but has very few^cattlc of anv fort. From^ 
this province is brought the ml of the infernal 
fietree, as the Spaniards call it ; whidi among 
oLr excellent qualities is good ^r^^l^^^Z 
tumours,cxpelling of wind,and aM cold humours, 
S anointing the beny,and taking a few drops of it 
in a glafs of wine, as alfo by glyilers. It is a^fo of 
cxcaient ufe for ulcers in the head and deafnefs 
TheXalifco, an ancient city, is the capital of 
the province ; yet the mofk confiderable place 
in it is CompoftcUa, ^^ 
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The Spaniard, are not very numerous tt.rout»i- 
'«ut this whole audience, except in '^etwo cuu. 
of GuadaUjara and Compoftella. The Mefti- 
zoe, indcei make a conf.derable fig"'' b«^ 
with reeard to numbers and eftates. But the built 
of the Mople are the native Indians, who gene- 
rally fpcaking are well treated here, being bravrt 
andpiliter than any of their countrymen, and 
well afteaed to the Spaniards efpec.aUy the.r 
priefts, tho- they ate far from being fuch flaves 
to them as in other parts ofNew Spam. 

Xaraves, La»una »« «-<l'' ." ;"5*J b* 
of Paraguay in S. America. It «« formed by 
the river p'araguay in its courfe from N. to S 
whence it enters into the province of Paraguay 

''Xre^'^m lA FiioNTfiRA. a toxvn in the 

mollfouthern part of Z»f«"'. " ^Tn 
Guadalajara aduience, and New Spam, in N . 
America. It is garrifoned by Spaniards for de- 
fending .he mines againft the favage Indians oa 
the frontiers of Guadalajara. 
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AGARCHOCA, « =*« y^'l!*"" '^* 
» limits of the jurifdiaion of San Miguel de 
Ibarra in Quito, S. America. It is famous for 
havingbee^the fepulchreof the inhabuants of 
Otabai, upon this place being taken by Huayna- 
Capacthe^ath Inca,who, inftead of ftcwmgany 
clemency to them on account of theit "'g^^™' 
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mity, being exafperatcd at the nobfc refiftance 
which thev made againft his army, ordered them 
all to be beheaded, both thofc who had quietly 
furrendered, as well as thofe taken in arms, and 
their bodies to be thrown into the lake: fo that 
from the waters of the lake being tinged of a 
bloody colour, it acquired its prefent name, 
which fignifies a lake of blood. 

Yaguache, a lieutenancy of Guayaquil 

jurifdidtion, in S. America. It lies at the mouth 

of the river of the fame name, which falls into that 

of Guayaquil on the S. fide, and has its rife from 

the (kirts of the Cordilleras, S. from the river 

Bamba. Its jurlfdiftion contains three towns ; 

the principal of which, is that where the cuftom- 

houfe is erected, and called San Jacinto dc Yagu- 

ache : the two ethers z:z Nouf- and AiMonchr. 

To ihefc belong two priefts ; one rcfiding at 

Yaguache, and the other at Noufa : though 

thefc towns are but thinly inhabited, the farms 

and country have great numbers, particularly of 

the poorer fort. 

The chief produce of Yaguache is wood and 
a little cocoa; but cattle and cotton are the 
principal objefts of their attentiori. , 

Yaruqui, a plain four leagues north-caft 
from the city of Quito,, and 249 toifts lower 
than it. This fpot was pitched upon as the 
bale of the whole operations for meafuring the 
length of an arch of the meridian, by UUoa, &c. 
Near it is a village of the fame name. This 
piece of ground, was meafured as the beft adapted 
to the operations : but it proved a very difficult and 
fatiguing tafk, from the heat of the fun, and the 
winds and rains which continually incommoded 
them: though there are fcverai other plains in 

this 
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this aiftria ; yet all of them lay It too great i 
diftancc from the dircaion of their bafe. I nc 
quality, aifpofition ar wcr fide, all contribu- 
ted to render it lefs cold than Qviito. Eaflward 
it is defended by the lofty Cordillera of Guamani 
and Pambamarca, and well ward by that of 
Pichincha. The foil is entirely of fand : fo that 
■befides the heat naturally rcfulting from ihc di- 
Tea rays of the fun, it was increafcd bv their 
reverberation from the two Cordilleras. Hence it 
is expofed alfo to violent tcmpefts of thunder, 
lightening and rain j but being quite open to- 
wards the N. and S. fuch dreadful whirlwinds 
form here, that the whole interval is filled with 
columns of fand, carried up by the rapidity of vio- 
lent eddy-winds, fometimes producing fatal confc- 
quences. One melancholy inftancc happcn'd while 
they were there ; for an Indian being caught in 
the midft of one of thofe blafts, died on the fpot. 
It is indeed not at all (Irange, that the quantity 
of fand in one of thofe columus (hould totally 
flop all refpiration in any living creature who 
Ihould have ihe misfortune of being involved in ir. 
Their daily way was to meafure the length of 
this plain in an horizontal direaion : and at the 
fame time, by means of a level, to corredt the in- 
equalities of the ground, beginning early in the 
morning, and continuing to purfue their tafk 
clolely till evening, unlets interrupted by extreme 
bad weather ; at which time they retired to a tent 
always pitched for that purpofe, as well as for a 
retreat at noon, when the heat of the fun became 
too intenfe for them after the fatigue of the morn- 

- The menfuration of the bafe was fuccecded by 

obierving the andes, both horizontal and verti- 
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Cal, of the firft triangles they intended to form | 
but many of them were notpurfued, the form and 
difpofition of the feries being afterwards altered 
to very great advantage. In order to this Mr« 
Verguin, with fome others,^ was fcnt to draw a 
geographical map of the parts S. of Quito, while 
Mr. Bonguer did the iame with regard to the 
northern parts : a tafk this found abPoktely rie* 
cefiary, in order to determine the points where 
the fignals (hould be placed, (6 as to form the 
mod regular triangles, and whofe fides ibould not 
be intercepted by higher mountains. 

Yasoua, a river of Florida, in N. America. 
It lies about 60 leagues higher on the eaft-fide of 
the Mifiifippi, into which ir comes 2 or 300 miles 
out of the country. Upon it dwell the nations 
of the Yafoues, Tounicas, Kowrpuas, ^c. 

YcA, or Valverde, i. e. the Green vale, 
from a valley of the fame name, planted with 
vines ; which is fix leagues long, atjd produces 
plenty of wine, in Peru, S. America. It is 
about 41 miles from Pifco, to tbeS. E. This 
is a beautiful and rich town, inhabited by about 
500 Spaniards. Here is a large church, three 
convents, and an hofpital. The air is very fe* 
lenc and healthy, and the women here reckoned 
the handfomeft in Peru. The town is governed 
by a Lieutenant appointed by the King of Spain^ 
who has a very confidcrable income. About 
fix leagues from the town is its port, by the Spa- 
niards called Puerto Quemada. Thither they 
carry the wine which is made in the valley, 
whence it is tranfportcd into the other provinces, 
and cfpecially to Lima. Between this town and 
Pifco there are fever al meadows, with water for 
the bealls of burthen. But what is very furprif- 
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ingis, that when the river, which runs througl^. 
the valley, begins to fwell, the water^ in the 
meadows dry up apace, and fail entirely at htt i 
and on the contrary, when the river b very low^. 
there is abundance of water in the meadows* 
This deLaet tells us. 

Ylo, a good port to load and unload at, in 
Los Charcas, in Peru, S. America. It lies, ac- 
cording to Dampier and Rogers, in lat. i8. S. 
Near it is a river of frefh water of the fame 
name. This, as moft of the other rivers in 
Peru, runs with a quick current, from the begin- 
ning of January till the latter endl)f June, and. 
then it decreafes, running flower and flower, . 
till the clofe of September; after which it whol- 
ly fails, and becomes dry ; the v. .:ers not be- 
ginning to run again till January. Near this 
river is a valley, very well inhabited by, Indians,, 
in which they have ftore of corn and other pro- 
viflons, with feveral forts of very good fruit,, 
Tlie point of Ylo is low land, and runs out into 
the fea. It is dangerous coming near it : for ofT 
it lies an ifland and feveral rocks. The town of 
Ylo lies about a quarter of a league to the 
windward of the river, and is inhabated by In- 
dians, from whom may be purchafed maize, 
water, wood and other neccfl'aries. Frezier 
calls it Hilo. 

rYoRK, a county of Virginia, in N. America; 
lilies S. E, of James*s county, between James's 
river and York river, containing 60,767 acres 
of land, in the three pariflies of York, Hampton^ , 
and New Pokofou. The latter ftands at the 
mouth of York river. 

York river, by the Indians called Pamunky, 
in Virginia^ N. America. The name Pamun- 
ky 
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kv, the upper branch of this rivefj in K. Wil- 
liam's county, ftill retains. It is navigable 6(^ 
miles, by large (hips j and by ketches and iloops,, 
16 more. By croffing the neck of land to Po^ 
kofou, one comes to its mouth. It runs the 
r^me courfe with James's river for lOO miles ; and 
fo near it, that in -fome places it is not above 
five miles over land, from one to the other :^ 
which land between them, being fo well accom-. 
modatcd for navigation, and fo near two fucH 
great rivers, is beft inhabited ; and here the 
richeft planters are feated. Forty miles up this 
river it divides itfclf into two branches, naviga- 
ble each a confiderable way,' for flpops and 
barees. The fmall flip of land which divides 
Tames's river from York river, is reckoned avery, 
rich foil, producing the beft tobacco in thj^t^ 
country, known by the name of fweet-fcented ji 
which is ftripped from the ftalk, before it is pacU, 
ed up in the hogfhead j and then fo dofely prcf^^ 
fed, that a hogihead will fometimes weigh four- 
teen or fifteen hundred weight. And fome parti- 
cular crops of the ii^ft ^^f^J^^^""^,^ 
commodity, have frequently been (old at the 
key for twelve- pence per pdund.^ Thisfpotot 
ground, fo happily fituated, has dfo the convenij, 
Incy of two inlets, navigable by ft^t-bpttonM?d, 
boats : the one runs from James's river, and ex- 
tends to the northward, about five- miles acrofs 
the country, to a fafc landing-place. The other 
runs fquth from York river, up into the land ; 
fo that th5 fpace between the lat^dmg-places of 
thefe two rivulets is only a mile, and the foil 
gravelly i and here Williamfburg is fituated:, 
which, by means of theft tVo inlets or creeks. 
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commands the navigation of James*s and York 
rivers. ,^, 

York, New,, a city and province in Norths 
America, formerly called Nova Belgia, from ita^ 
being planted by the Dutch. 

The province of New York, at prefcnt, con- 
tains Long IHand, Staten Ifland, and the lands 
on the £. fide of Hudfon's river, to the bounds 
of Connedicut. On the W, fide of Hudfon*f«s 
/iver from the fea to lat. 41. lies New Jerfey, 
The lines of partition between that province and 
this, from that latitude to the other ftation on 
Delaware, is urifettled. From thence, where- 
foevcr it may be fixed, they claim all the lands, 
on the E. fide of Delaware, to the N. line of^ 
Penfylvania ; and all the territory, on both fides 
of the Mohawks river, and weft watd to the ifth-*^ 
rous at Niagara : in a word, all the country he^^ 
longing to the crown of Great Britain, not al- 
ready granted. 

Hence they have, from the beginning, been 
expofed to controverfies about limits. The 
New Jerfey claim includes feveral hundred thou#f 
fand acres, and has not^a little impeded the (eu 
tiement of the colony. The difpute with the 
Maffachufet's bay is ftill more important, and 
for feveral years paft occafioned very confider- 
able commotions. The New HampHiire pre- 
tenfions have, as yet, expofed them to no great 
trouble. But when all thofe claims are fettled, 
a new controverfy will probably commence with 
the proprietaries of Penfylvania. 

The city of New York, at firlt, included only 
the ifland, called by the Indians, Manhatans, 
Manning's ifland ; the two Barn iilatKis, and the 
three Oyfter illands, were in the county. But 

the 
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tlirHmUsof tta>city have fincebetn •ugtocntrf 
by charter. The ifland is very narrow, not a^ 
mile md€ at a medium, and about 14 miles in 
Icnath. The fouth-weft point projcas mto a 
fine fpacious bay, nine miles long, artd.abom four 
in breadth} at the confluence of the v^^atcjs of 
Hudfon'8 river, and the ftreight between Long 
ifland and the northern fliore. The Narrows, 
at the fouth end of the bay, is fcarcctwo itnles 
wide, and opens the ocean to f^^^^^^- J^^e 
Daffage up to New-York from Sandv Hook, a 
Wmt that extends fartheft into the fea, is fafc, 
and not above five and twenty nulcs in length. 
The common novigation is between the eaft ; 
and weft banks, in two or three and twenty feet 
water But it is faid that an eighty gun 
ihip may be brought up, through a narrow, 
winding, unfrequented, channel, between the 
«orth.end of the eaft-bank and Goney ifland. 

The city has, in reality, no natural bafon or 
harbour, Thc.ftiips lie ofF in the road, on the 
caft-fide of the town, which is docked out, and 
better built than thcfide, becaufe the frcftics in 
Hodfon's riv^r fill it in fome winters with ice. 

The city of Ncw-York confifts of about two 
thoufand five hundred buildings. It is a mile 
in length, and not above half that^in breadth. 
Such is its figure, its center of bufinefs, and the 
fituation ofthehoufes, that the mean cartage 
from one part to another, does not exceed above 
onequarterof a mile; than which nothing can 
be more advantageous to a tradmgcity. 

It is thought to be as healthy a fpot asany in 
the world. The E. and S. parts, in general, 
are low. but the reft is fituated on a dry, cleya- 
.^j f^:\ ' T"h«» ftreets arc irregular, out uem^ 
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paved with round pebbles are clean, and lined 
with well-built brick houfcs, many of which arc 
covered with tiled roofs. 

No part of America is fupplied with markets 
abounding with greater plenty and variety. They 
have beef, pork, mutton, poultry, butter, wild 
fowl, venifon, fifli, roots, and herbs of all kinds, 
in their feafons. Their oyfters are a confiderable 
article in the fupport of the poor. Their beds 
are within view of the town 5 a fleet of two hun- 
dred fmall craft are often fecn there, at a tinic 
when the weather is mild in winter ; and this 
fmgle article is computed to be worth annually 
10 or i2,oopl. , 

This city ia the metropolis and grand mart of 
the province, and, by its commodious fuuation, 
commands alfo all the trade of the weftcrn part 
of Conneaicut and that of Eaft Jerfey. No iea- 
fon prevents their fliips from launching out into 
the ocean. During the greateft feverity of winter, 
an equal, unreltrained adivity runs through all 
ranks, orders, and employments. 

Upon the fouth-weft point of the city ftands 
the fort, which is a fquare with four baftions. 
Within the walls is the houfe in which the Go- 
vernors ufually rcfide 5 and oppofite to it brick- 
barracks, built formerly for the independent 
companies. The Governor's hx)ufe is.in heighth 
three ftories, and fronts to the weft j naving, 
from the fecond ftory, a fine profpea to the 
bay and the Jerfey fhore. At the fouth-end 
there was formerly a chap'^l, but this was burnt 
down in the negroe conJpiracy of the fpring 
1 74 1. According to Governor Burnet s obler^ 
vations, this fort ftands in the latitude of 40. 
4? ^- 
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Below the walls of the garrifon, near the water, 
they have lately raifed a line of fortification, 
which commands the entrance into the caftern- 
road and the mouth of Hudfon's river. This 
batterey is built of flone, and the merlons con- 
fifi of cedar-joiffs, filled with earth. It mounts 
92 cannon, and thefe are all the works they 
have to defend the place. About fix furlongs, 
fouth-eaft of the fort, lies Notten ifland, con- 
taining about 100 or 120 acres, referved by an 
aa of allembly as a fort of demcfne for the Go- 
vernors, upon which it is propofed to ere£l a 
ftrong caftle, becaufe an enemy might from 
thence eafily bombard the city, without beiiig 
annoyed either by our battery or the fort. Du- 
ring the laft war a line of palifadoes was run 
from Hudfon's to the eafl river, at the other 
end of the city, with block-houfes at fmall dif- 
tances. The greater part of thefe ftill remain 
as a monument of folly, for it coft the province 

about 8000 1. 

The inhabitants of New York are a mixed 

people, but moftly defcended from the original 

Dutch planters. There are ftill two churches, 

in which religious worfhip is performed jn that 

laneuage . The old building is of ftone and ill 

built, ornamented within by a fmall organ-Joft 

and brafs branches. The new church is a high, 

heavy edifice, has a very eXtenfive area, and 

was completed in 1729. It has no galleries, 

and yet will perhaps contain athoufand or twelve 

hundred auditors. The fteeple of this church 

affords a moft beautiful profpCiS:, Both of the 

city beneath and the furrounding country. The 

Dutch congregation is more numerous than any 

other i but as the language becooies difuied, it 

is 
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is much diminished ; and unlcfs they change their 
worfhip into the Englifh tohgue, muft foon fufFer 
a total diffipation. Their church was incorpo- 
ted on the i ith of May i696,;by the name of |^he 
minifter, elders, and deacons, of the reformed pro- 
teftantDutch church of the city of New- York; 
and its eitate, after the expiration of fundry long 
leafcs, will be worth a very great income. 

All the Low Dutch congregations, in this and 
the province of New- Jerfey, worfhip after the 
manner of the reforme.d churches in the United 
Provinces. With rcfpea to government, they 
are in principle prefbyterians ; but yet hold theni- 
felves in fubordination to the Claffis of Amfter- 
dam,who fometimes permit, and at other times rc- 
fufe them the powers of ordination. Some of their 
minifters confider fuch a fubjeftion as anti-confti* 
tutional ; and hence, ia fevcral of their late annu- 
al ccjnventions, at New- York, called the Cactus, 
fome debates have arifen amongft them ; the 
majority being inclined to erea a claffis, or ec- 
clefiaftical judicatory, here, for the govern- 
ment of their churches. Thofe of their miniflers, 
who are natives of Europe, are, in general, averfe 
to theprojea. The expence attending theordina- 
tion of their candidate^, in Holland, _,and the re- 
ference of their uifputes to the claffis ofAmfter- 
dam, is very confiderable ; and with whatconfe- 
quences the interruption of their correfpondencc 
with the European Dutch would be attended, 
in cafe of war, well defcrves their confideration. 
There are, befides the Dutch, two epifcopal 
chuches in this city, upon the plan of the efta- 
bliffied church in South Britain. Trinity church 
was built in i6q6, and afterwards enlarged m 
1 7 17 It ftands very pleafantly upon the banks 
^•^^' Pa Of 
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of Hudfon's river, and has a large ceMetery, on 
each fide, inclofed in the front by a painted fialed 
fence. Before it a long walk is ^iilcd off 
from the broad -way, the pleafanteft ftreet of any 
in the whole town. This building is abdut 148 
feet long, including the tower and chancel, and 
72 feet in breadth. The ftecple is 175 feet in 
height, and over the door facing the river is 
a Latin infcription. 

The church is, within, ornamented beyond 
any other place of publick worlhip in New- 
York, The head of the chancel is adorned with 
an altar-piece, and oppofitc to it, at the other 
end of the building, is the organ. The top^ of 
the pillars, which fupport the galleries, are 
decked with the gilt bufts of angels winged. 
From thecieling are fufpended two glafs branches, 
and on the walls hang the arms of fome of its 
principal benefadors. Theailes are paved with 
flat ftones. 

This congregation, partly by the arrival of 
grangers from Europe, but principally by profe- 
lytes from the Dutch churches, is become fo nu- 
- merous, that though the old building will contain 
2000 hearers, yet a new one was ere£led in 
' 1752. This, called St. George's chapel, is a 
very neat edifice, faced with hewn ftone and 
tiled. The fteeple is lofty, but irregular ; and 
its fituation in a new, crowded, and ill-built 
part of the town. 

The redor, churchwardens, and veftrymen 
of Trinity church, are incorporated by an a6l 
of aflembly, virhich grants the two laft the ad- 
vowfon or right of prefentation ; but enadls, 
that the redior (hall be inftituted and indu£fced in 
a manner moft agreeable to the King's inftruc- 

tions 
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tions to the Governor, and the canonical right 
of the bifhop of London. Their worfliip is con- • 
duacd aft :r the mode of the church of England ; 
and with refpe£l to govcinmcnt, they -arc em- 
powered to make rules and orders for themfelves, 
being, if we may ufc the expreflion, an inde- 
pendent ecclcfiaftical corporation. 

The revenue of this church is reftri£;c:ed, by 
an aa of affembly, to 500I. per annum ; but 
it is poffefled of a real eftate, at the north-end 
of the town, which having been lately divided - 
into lots and let to farm, will, in a few years, 
produce a much greater income. 

The Prelbyteriansincreafing after Lord Corn- 
bury's return to England, cailed Mr. Anderfon, 
a Scotch mmiftcr, to the paftoral charge of their 
congregation ; and Dr. John Nichol, Patrick 
Mac Night, Gilbert Livingllon and Thomat 
Smith, purchafed a piece of ground, and founded 
a church in 17 19. Two years afterwards they 
petitioned Colonel Schuyler, who had then the 
chief command, for a charter of incorporation, 
to fecure their eftate for religious worfhip, upon 
the plan of the church in North-Britain ; but 
were difappointed in their expeaations, through 
the oppofition of the epifcopal party. They, 
(hortly after, renewed their requeft to Governor 
Burnet, who referred the petition to his council. 
The Epifcopalians again violently oppofed the 
grant, and the Governor, in 1724, wroteupon 
the fubjea to the Lords of trade for their direaion. 
Counfelior Weft, who was then confulted, gave 
his opinion in thefe words : ' Upon conlidera- 
* tion of the feveral a^s of uniformity, that have 
• « pafled in Great-Britain, I am of opinion that 
^' « they do not extend to New-York, and confe- 
' P o ' Quently 
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* <pjentfy an a£t of toleration is of no life in that 

* province ; and thcretorc, as there is no pro- 

* vincial a6t for uniformity, according to the 

* church of England, I am of opinion, that by 

* law fuch patent of incorporation may be grant- 

* cd, as by the petition is defired,' 

After fcveral years folicltation for a charter in 
Tain, and fearful that thofe who obftrudtcd fuch 
z reafonable requeft, would watch an opportuni- 
ty to give them a more efFc'Stual wound ; thofe, 
among the Prcfbyterians, who were inveflcd with 
the fee fimple of the church and ground, • convey- 

* ed it, on the i6ih of March 1730, to the mode- 

* rator of the general afi'cmbly of the. church of 

* Scotland and the commiffion thereof, the mo- 

* derator of the prcfbytery of Edinburgh, the 

* principal of the college of Edinburgh, the 

* profellbr of divinity therein, and the procura- 

* tor and agent of the church of Scotland, for 

* the time being, and their fucccflbrs in office, 

* as a^pommittee of the general ailembly. On 

* the 15th of Auguft 1732, the church of Scot- 

* land, by an inftrument under the feal of the ge- 
neral aflembly;' and figned by Mr. Niel Camp- 
bell, principal of the univerfity of Gkfgow, and 
moderator of the general afl'embly and commif- 
fion thereof; Mr. James Nefbit, one of the 
miniflersofthe gofpel at Edinburgh, moderator 
of the pre(bytery of Edinburgh j Mr. William 
Hamilton, principal of the univerfity of Edin- 
burgh ; Mr. James Smith, profeflbr of divinity 
therein ; and Mr. William Grant, advocate, 
procurator for the church of Scotland, for the 
time being ; purfuant to an a^of the general 
^ffcmbly, dated the 8th of May 17 31, did de- 
clare. 
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c„e • that notwithftanding th= f^f'f'jt,^ 
care, v»>«^ , *K-;r rnrrefTors in orncc» 

. made to them '""^ ,^^^'' fafo cfaCd building 
• they were defirous, that the a'°f='»' , ". 

. an/ edifice, »n'>.='PP"":rXot pu 'pot' or 
. fervedfotthe P'""^;"-* "£d?a d that it 
' which the fame ,7'%°* f.f.'pf.fbyteri.ns 
. (hould be free and 1*^^"' «° '^^i '^l ..me 

•then refiding, o' ,"'^'>°"'ta "he afore- 
i .hereafter be refident m or near me -" 
. tw cJy of New Yorlc, in Aa,er.ca or oA s 
. joining with them, to convene, m the a or^^ 
.LdcUh. fortheworfc,pofG^^^^^^^ ^^ ^,^ 

. parts thereof, and ^f '^^ 3" j„ ufc and 
. 'gofpel °;dinance= J and gener Uy to^^^^^_^^^^^ 

:?ry^n;:i"nft;:u^^^^^ 

i-r rting and maintainmg the cditicc v 

'"■•^L in ^^Is It is built offtone, ra|l«<> "^ 
ediBce m I74;»- « ' f„tlon^, and in breadtli 
f"" The fte 'pl . r^fed on thtfouth-weft end. 
60- J**^ "* rLt In the front to the ftreet, 

r 4 



V O R 

The German Lutheran churches are two. 
Both their places of worfliip am fmall : one of 
them has a cupola and bell. 

The Quakers have a meeting-houfe, and the 
Moravians a church, confiding principally of fe- 
male profelytcs from other focictits; Their fer- 
vicc is in the Englifh tongue. 

The Anabaptifts aflcmble al a fmall mccting- 
houfc, but have as yet no regular fettled congre- 
gation<r The Jews, who are not inconfiderable-- 
for their numbers, worfhip in a fynagoguc cre^- 
cd in a very private part of the town, plain willj- 
out, but very neat within. 

The-city hall is a ftrong brick building, two 
ftories in heigh th, in the fhape of an oljlong, 
winged with one at each end, at right angles 
with the firft. The floor below is an open walk, 
except two jails and the jailor's apartments. 
The cellar underneath is a dungeon, and the 
garret above a common prifon. This edifice 
is erected in a place where four flrects meet, 
and fronts, to the fouth-weft, one of the moft 
fpacious ftreets in town. The eaftern wing, in 
the fecond ftory, confifts of the aflembly-cham- 
ber, a lobby, and a fmall room for the fpeaker 
of the houfe. The weft wing, on the fame 
floor, forms the council room and a library ; 
and in the ipace between the ends, the Supreme 
Courtis ordinarily held. 

The library confifts of a thoufand volumes, 
which were bequeathed to the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gofpel in foreign Parts, 
by Dr. Millington, red^or of Newington. Mr. 
Humphreys, the fociety's fecretary, in a letter 
of the 23d of September 1728, informed Go- 
vernor Montffomeric, that the focietv intended 

to 
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to oUce thefe books in New York, intending to 
Km a library, for the ufe of the clergy and 
gentlemen of this and the ..cighbounng govern- 
ments of Connedlicut, New Jerfey, and Pen 
Ollvania, upon giving fecurity to return them ; 
Li defired the Governor to iJcommend it to 
the affembly, to provide a place to repolit the 
books TndVo concur in an aft for the prefer.a- 
,Yon of them and others that m.ght be added. 
Governor Montgomerie fent the !«««■• <°J?= 
alTembly. who ordered it to be laid oefore the 
city-corporation; and the latter.m June 1729. , 
agreed to provid. a proper "polto'V ["' '^^ 
bSoks, which were accordingly foon after fent 
over. The greateft part of them are upon the- 
ological fubjeas, and through the carelelTnefs ot 
the keepers many are miffing. ■ 

In 1754, a fet of gentlemen undertook to 
carrv about a fubfcription towards railing a 
pubL library, and in a few days col efted near 
'600I. which were laid out in purchafing about 
700 volumes of new, well cho-.n books. Eve- 
ry fubfcriber. r-ou oayment of S'; P""='P. • 
and the annu.. fum of I Of., is eutuled o the 
u"e If theic books. His right by the artic es^ 
affianable, and for non-co u'l'^nce "jtU them 
my b. forfeited. The care of this library is 

Committed to twelve '■■"ft-^'-)?!"^ f^^^ f 
bv the fubfciibers, on the laft Taefday of April, 
who are reftriaed from making any ™1«=^I!P"S: 
nant to the fundamental fubfcripu<.n. 1 hib is 
?he beginning of a library, which •" procefs of 
time will probably become v.Hly rich and vo 
luminous i and it would be very prope or the 
company to have a charter for its f«curity and 
encolragement. The books are deposed m 
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the fame room with thofc given by the -(b- 
cicty. 

Befides the city-hall, there bdong to the cor- 
poration, a large alms-houfe or place of correc- 
tion, and the exchange, in the latter of which 
there is a large room raifed upon brick-arches, 
generally ufcd for public encertainments, con- 
certs of mufic, balls, and affemblies. 

Though the city was put under the govern- 
ment of a Mayor, &c. in 1665, it was not re- 
gularly incorporated tili 1686. Since that 
time feveral charters have been paffed : the laft 
was granted by Governor Montgomerie on the 
15th of January 1730. • r 

it is divided into feveri wards, and is under the 
government of a mayor, recorder, feven alder- 
men, and as many affiftants or common coun- 
cilmen. The mayor, a (herifF, and coroner, 
are annually appointed by the Governor. The 
Recorder has a patent during {)leafure. The 
aldermen, afliftants, affeflbrs, and colle<aors» 
are annually eledted by the freemen and free- 
holders of the refpe^^ive wards. The mayor 
has the fol& appointment of a deputy, and, tbge- 
ther with four aldermen, may appoint a cham- 
berlain. The mayor, or recorder, four alder- 
men, and as many afliftants, form *' The com- 
mon council of the city of New Yorkj" and 
this body, by a majority of voices, hath power 
to make by-laws for the government of the ci- 
ty, which are binding only for a year, unlefs 
confirmed by the governor and council. They 
have many other privileges relating to ferriages^ 
markets, fairs, the aflize of bread, wine, &c. 
and the licenfing and regulation of tavern-keep- 
crsj cartage, and the like. The mayor, his de- 



iQand confifts of about ^3°° J" ^^^ „f ,,„^ 
city has in referve, a ««"" j ^ ^f a„ 
forfeamen, the poor and othe.s, in caie 

invafion. , m.™ Yotk ifland 

,. The north eaftern part of IN ew^ 

is inhabited pr.napal^ by D" f,^, h,,,,^^ 
5taVn^;^tuSntfl'-">tivatedfot the city. 

'"'S'p-vlnce of Ne,. York --^^'Zl 
lous as fome have .magmed. Scarce a «.r 

. „f if i« under cultivation. 1 he colony u>. 
partof It '^""^5 S - ■ aftiy inferior to this m 
Conneiticut, wh ch '^ ^^« [ ^ ,,j, ^^then- 

its e««> =°""'"'' f'^ooo inhabitants, and 
,ic enquiry, ='bove i33j°oo ^" „.,,i^i, ^f 

^" *Z:rtSng to "he general eftimate. 
trn'^otexcertS.ofo. The whole nuoibe. 

of fouls is "'"P"''=^t'?ifcoS^^^^^^ to *e 

Many have been A^/'f^^e f ,Tnch and In- 

fcttiementof this colony. ^ j>^ ;;\,^,ys beet. 

'^•'^" ir ferWef iri-lL int^ New- 
cxpofedj nave anvcu / o r^ ^^g tranl- 

je^fey. At Ijome «Je f "^^SX.e Ame- 
portation of fe ons "*'<= " -^ .h induftr ous. 
,iavn colonies into difaedit With the ma ^^ 
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and honeft poor, both in the kingdoms of Great 
Britain and Ireland. The mifchlevofis tenden- 
cy of thofc laws wasftiewn in a late paper, pu- 
bhlhed in America, which it may not impro- 
per to lay before the reader. ip^ 
ig, " It is too well known that in purftiance of 
divers a^s of parliament, great njmbcr? of fel- 
lows who have forfeited their lives to the public, 
for the moft atrocious crimes, are annually 
tranfported from home to thefe plantations. Ve- 
TV furprifing one would think, that theivcs, bur- 
glars, pickpockets, and cut-purfes, and a herd 
of the moft flagitious banditti upon earth, ihould 
be fent as agreeable companions to us I That, 
the fupreme legiflaturc did intend a tranf- ' 
portation to America, for a puniftiment of thefe 
villams, I verily believe : but fo great is the 
miftake, that, confident I am, they are thereby, 
on the contrary, highly rewarded. For what, 
in God*s name, can be more agreeable to a pe- 
nurious wretch, driven through neceffity, to 
feek a livelihood by breaking of houfes, and 
robbing upon the king's highway, than to be 
faved from the halter, redeemed from tbe ftench 
of a goal, and tranfported, paflage-free, into a 
country, vvhere, being unknown, no man can 
reproach him with his crimes 5 where labour is 
high, a little of which will maintain him, and 
, where all his expences will be moderate and lo'vV. 
There is fcarce a thief in England, that would 
not rather be tranfported than hanged. Life in 
any condition, but that of extreme mifery, will 
be preferred to death. As lon^, therefore, as 
there remains this wide door*of efcape, the 
^number of thieves and robbers at home will 
perpetually multiply, and their depredations be 
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.. But theaas were intended, « for tht heHtt 
# peopling the colonics.' And w.li th.eves and 
murderers be conducive to that end ? What ad- 
vantasc c::n we reap from a colony of unre- 
ftrainable reneeadoes ? will they cxhalt the glory 
h©f the crown f or rather, will not the dignity ot 
4the moft illuftrious monarch in the world be 
fullied by a province of fubjeas fo lawlefs, detel- 
table', and ignominious? Can agriculture be 
promoted, when the ' wild boar of the forelt 
J breaks down our hedges, and pulls up our 
vines ? Will trade flourifti, or manufaaures be 
encouraged, where property is made the ipoil ot 
. fuch who arc too idle to work, and wicked 
enough to murder and fteal ? . 

BcFides, are wc not fubjeas of the iame king 
t:1, the people of England ; members of the 
-.* body politic, and therefore entitled to equal 
privileges with them ? If fo, how injurious does 
itfeem to free orie part of the dornmions, from 
the plagues of mankind, an-^ -.aft them upon 
another? Should a law be p .p^ed to take the 
poor of one pariQi, and billet them upon another, 
would not all the world, but the parifh to be 
relieved, exclaim againft fuch a proj^a, as ini- 
quitous and abfurd ? Should the numberlefs vil- 
lains of London and Weftminfter be fuffered to 
efcape from their prifons. to range at large and 
depredate any other part of the kingdom, would 
not every man join with the fufi'erers, and con- 
demn the meafui-e as hard and unreafonable ? 
And thoui>h the hardfliips upon us are indeed 
not equal to thofe,yetthe mileries that flow irom 
laws, byno nieanslnttndeJ to prejudice us, are too 
heavy not to be fell. But the c ,1( nif s mmt be 
peopled. Agreed: md v^m tht UUi^gotimon- 
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•<Sls ever have that tendency ? No, they work 
the contrary way, and counteract theur own de- 
Agn. We want people 'tis true, but not villains, 
ready at any time, encouraged by impunity, 
and habituated upon the flighted occafions, to 
cul a man'd throat for a fmall part of hia pro- 
perty. The delights of fuch company is a no- 
ble inducement, indeed, to the honeft poor, to 
convey thernfelves into a ftrange country. A- 
midft all our plenty, they will have enough to 
cxercife their virtues, and ftand in no need of the 
aflbciation of fuch as will prey upon their pro- 
perty, and gorge thernfelves with the blood of 
the adventures. They came over in fearch of 
happinefs ; rather than ftarve will live any where, 
and would be glad to be excufed from fo afflidl- 
ing an antepartof the torments of hell. In reali- 
ty, Sir, thefe very laws, though otherwife de- 
figned, have turned out in the end, the moft 
cffe£tual expedtments, that the art of man could 
>ave contrived, to prevent the fettlement of thefe 
remote parts of the King^s dominions. They 
have actually taken away almoft every encou- 
ragement to fo laudable a defign. I appeal to 
fads. The body of the Englim are flruck with 
terror at the thought of coming over to us, not 
becaufe they have a vaft ocean to crofs, or leave 
behind them their friends, or that the country is 
new and uncultivated 5 but from the fhocking 
ideas, the mind muft neceffarily form, of the 
company of inhuman favages, and the more ter- 
rible herd of exiled malefadors. There are 
thoufands of horteft men, labouring in Europe, 
at four pence a day, ftarving in fpite of aH their 
efforts, a dead weight to the refpedlive parifhes- 
la which they belong 5 who, without any oth^r 

quallEcaugiis 
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qualifications than common fenfc, health, and 
Itrcn«h. might accumulate eftates among us, 
. as many have done already. Thefe, and not the 
mothers, arc the men that ftiould be fent over, 
for the better 'peopling the plantations, ^rcat 
Britain and Ireland, in their prcfent arcum - 
dances, aie overftockcd with them ; and he who 
would immortalize himfelf, for a lover of man- 
Scind, fhould concert a fcheme for the tranfporta- 
tion of the induftrioufly honcft abroad, and the 
immediate punifhment of rogues and plunderers 
at home. The pale-faced, half-clad, meagre, 
V and ftarveJ (keletons, that are feen in every vil- 
irlace of thofe kingdoms, call loudly for the pa« 
triot's generous aid. The plantations too would 
thank him for his affiftance , in obtainmg the re- 
peal of thofe laws which, though otherwifemtend- ^ 
ed by the legiflature, have fo unhappily proved 
injurious to his own country, and rumous to us. 
It is not long fuice a bill pafled the commons, for 
the employment of Cuch criminals in his Majefty^s 
docks, as fhould merit the gallows. The defvgn 
was good. It is confiftent with found policy, that 
all thofe who have forfeited their liberty and !ives 
to their country, (hould be compelled to labour the 
refidue of their days in its fervice. But the fcheme 
was bad, and wifely was the bill rejeded by the 
Lords, for this only reafon, that it had a natural 
tendency to difcredit the King's Yards ; the con- 
fequences of which muft have been prejudicial to 
the whole nation. Juft fo ought we to^reafon 
in the prefe-.t cafe, and we (bould then foon be 
s' brought to conclude, that though peopling the 
colonies, which was the laudable motives of the 
legiflature, be expedient to the publick,« a-^ 
brogating the tranfportation-laW8 muft be e- 
i|u^jy ii«wvii*»y.^ 
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' The bigotry and tyranny of fome of the Go- 
vernors, together with the great extent of their 
grants, may alfo be confmered among the dif- 
couragcments againft the full fettlement of the'' 
province. Moft of thefe gentlemen conning? 
over with norther view than to raife their own 
fortunes, iflued extravagant patents, charged 
with fmall quit-rents, to fuch as were able to 
ferve them in the aflembly ; and thefe patentees 
being generally men of eftatesj have rated their 
lands fo exorbitantly high, that very few poor 
perfons could either purchafe or leafe them. 
Add to all thefe, the New England planters have 
alwaysbe :n difafFe6led to the Dutch, nor was i 
there, after the furrender, any foreign acceflion ' 
from the Netherlands. The province being thus 
poorly inhabited, the price of labour became fo 
enormoufly enhanced, that they have been con- 
Itrained to import negroes from Africa, who are 
employed in all kinds of fervitude and trades.* 

Englifli is the moft prevailing language 
in New York, but not a little corrupted by 
the Dutch dialed, which is ftill fo much ufed 
in fome counties, that the ftierifFs find it difficult 
to obtain perfons fufficiently acquainted with the 
Englifti tongue, to ferve as jurors in the courts 
of law. 

The manners of the people differ as well as 
their language. In Suffolk and Queen's county, 
the firft fettlers of which were either natives of 
England, or the immediate defendants of fuch 
as begun the plantations in the eaftern colonies, 
their cufloms are finDilar to thofe prevailing in the 
Englifh counties, from whence they originally 
fprang. In the city of New York, through 
their intercourfc with the Europeans, they fol- 
low 



?ou.hern cSlonies. The Dutch count. «,m 
ftme meafure, follow the "".■"f;;/,;^/*, 
York, but ftill retain many modes peculiar w 

'' xJSty "f New York conHfts principally 
ofre:ch7nts.(ho,pkeeper,andt.ad^^^ 
fuftain the reputation of punaual and a,r 
ers. With refpet^ to '"^hes, 'here .s nm 
. great an inequality amongft them, as is com 
Ton in Bofton and fome other places bvery 
ZZ of induftry and integrity has ., -^"s P^e' 
1- .,«ii ^nA manv are the iniTanccs «• 
iTerfons " who camT h'ere d.ftreffcd by .«.« 
poverty; who now enjoy eafy and plentiful 

'"Ne"w. York is one of the -II fo^'^'' ^f ?". 
the continent. The men collea themfelves m 

fndTa ^e Tny Vthem ba/e dittorted (hapes. 
TinSd wTth a Dutch education, they ma- 
laf their families with becoming Pf >"'°"y. 
eood providence, and Angular neatnefs. The 
Iraaice of extravagant gaming, f°~ '° *« 

?a(hionable part of the fa.r f"'. '" i^^^/^S!' 
is a vice with which they cannot juft y b' c^^S"-^; 
There is nothing they fo generally "eglea as 
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reading, and indeed all the arts for the improve- 
ment of the mind, in which the men have fct 
them the example. They are modcft, temperate, 
and charitable ; naturally fprightly, fcnfible, 
and good-humoured ; and, by the helps of a 
more elevated education, would poflefs all the 
acconiplifhments defirable in the (ex. Their 
fchools arc in the lowcft orders j the inftru^lors 
want indruflion, and through a long (hameful 
neglect of all the arts and fciences, the common 
fpeech is extremely corrupt ; and the evidences 
of a bad tafte, both as to thought and language, 
are vifible in their proceedings, publick and 
private. 

The people, both in town and country, are 
fober, induftrious, and hofpitable, though intent 
upon gain. The richer fort keep very plentiful 
tables, abounding with great variety of fle(h,fifh, 
fowl, and allkinds of vegetables.' The common 
drinks are beer, cyder, weak punch, and Ma- 
deira wine. For defert they have fruits in vaft 
plenty, of different kinds and various fpecies. 

Gentlemen of eflates rarely refide in the coun- 
try, hence few or no experiments have yet 
been made in agriculture. The farms being 
large, the hufbandmen, for that reafon, have 
•little recourfe to art for manuring and im- 
«proving{their lands ; but it is faid, that nature has 
furnifhed them with fufHcient helps, whenever 
ncccffity calls for their ufe. It is much-owing 
to the difpropprtion between thte number of the 
inhabitants, and the vail tra6b ramaining ftili 
to be fettled, that they have not, as yet, enter- 
ed upon fcarce any other manufa£tures, than 
fuch as are indifpenfibly neceffary for their home 
convenience. Felt-making, which is perhaps 

the 
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the moft natural of any they could fall upon, 
was b»gun Tome years ago, and hats were ex- 
ported to the Weft-Indies with great fucceff, till 
lately prohibited by an ad of parliament. 

The inhabitants of this colony are in general 
healthy and robuft, taller but (horter lived than 
Europeans, and, both with refpea to their mmds 
and bodies, arrive fooner to an age of maturity. 
Breathing a feren#, dry air, they are more 
fprightly in their natural tempers than the peopc 
of Lgland, and hence inftances of/uicide are 
here very U4.common. >ew phyficians fettkd 
in New York are eminent /or tneir Ik.ll. 
Quacks abound like locufts in Egypt, ana 
too many have recommended themfelves to 
.a full praaice aAd profitable fubfiftence. 1 his 
is the lefs to be wondered at, as the Fofeflion 
is under no kind of regulation Loud as the cau 
is, they have no law to protea the Uvea of the 
King^s fubjeas from the malpraaicc oFpre- 
tcndlrs. Any man at his pleafure fets "p for 
phyfician, apothecary, and chirurgeon. I^o can- 
didates are cither examined or licenfed, or even 
fworn to fair praaice. r n.. f 

The fituation of New York, with refpea to fo- 
reign markets, is to be preferred to any of our co- 
lomes. It lies in the center of the Britiflb planta- 
tions on the continent, has at all times aihort caly 
accefs to the ocean, and commands almolt tne 
whole trade ofConneaicut and New ]erfey, two 
fertile and well cultivated colonies. The projecti- 
on of cape Cod into the Atlantick renders the 
navigation from the -former to Bofton, at fome 
feafons, extremely perilous ; and fometimes the 
coafters are driven off, and compelled to wmt« 
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in the Weft-Indi 



lies. But the conveyance to 
New- York, from the eaft-ward through the 
Sound, is fliort and uncxpofcd to fuch dangers, 
Philadelphia receives as little advantage from 
Ncw-Jerfey, as Bofton from Conneaicut, bc- 
caufe the only rivers which roll through that 
province, diremboc;ue not many miles from the 
very city of New York. Several attempts have 
been made to raife Perth Amboy into a trad- 
ing port^ but hitherto it has proved to be an un^ 
feafibleprojea. New- York, all things confider- 
cd, has a much better fituation, and were it 
otherwife, the city is become too rich and con- 
fiderable to be eclipfed by any other town in 
its nfighbourhood. 

The merchants are compared to a hive of bees, 
who induftrioufly gather honey for others. The 
profits of their trade center chiefly in Great 
Britain ; and for that xeafon, among others, 
they ought always to receive the generous aid 
and proteftion of their mother-country. In the 
traffick with other places, the balance is almoft 
conftantly in their favour. Their exports to the 
Weft-Indies are bread, peafe, rye-meal, Indian 
corn, apples, onions, boards, ftaves, horfes, 
ftieep, butter, cheefe, pickled oyfters, beef, 
and pork. Flour is alfo a main article, of which 
there is fliipped about 80,000 berrels per annum. 
To preferve the credit of this important branch 
of their ftaple, tiity have a ^ood law, appoint- 
ing officers to infped: and brand every calk be- 
' fore its exportation. The returns are chiefly rum, 
fugar, and molafles, except ca(h from Curaeoa, 
and when mules, from the Spaniih main, arc 
ordered to Jamaica, and the Windward iflands, 
¥vhich are generally exchanged for their natural 

produce. 
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produce, for they receive but little cafh from 
the Englifh IQands. The balance againft thera 
would be much more in their favour, if the mdul- 
erence to their fugar-colonies did not enable 
them to fell their produce at a higher rate than 
cither the Dutch or French iflands. 

The Spaniards commonly contra6l for pro- 
Vifions, with merchants in this and the colony 
of Penfilvania, very much to the advantage 
both of the contraaors and the public, bccaufe 
the returns are wholly in ca(h. Their wheat, 
flour, Indian corn, and lumber fliipped to Lil- 
bon and Madeira, balance the Madeira wme 

imported here. ,< . , *• tt i 

The logwood trade to the bay of Hondura* 
is very confiderable, and was 'pufhcd by the 
merchants with great boldnefs in the moft dan- 
ocrous times. The exportation of flax- feed to 
Ireland is of late very much increafed. Between 
the 9th of D cember 1755. and the 23d of 
February following, were ftupped off 12,523 
ho2(heads. In return for this article, linens are 
imported and bills of exchange drawn, m fa- 
vour of England, to pay for the dry goods they 
purchafe there. Logwood is remitted to the 
Englifti merchants for the fame purpofe. 

The fur-trade ought not lo be pailcd over m 
filence. The building of Ofwego has conduced, 
niore than any thing elfe, to the prefervation ot 
this trade. Peltry of all kinds is purchafed with 
Tum, ammunition, blankets, ftrouds, and warn- 
pum, or conque-fliell bugles. t^ , j 

Their importation of dry goods from England 
is fo vaftly great, that they are obliged to be- 
take themfelves to all poflible arts, to make re- 
mittances to the EngUfii merthairu. it is loi 

Cnis 
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this purpofe they import cotton fr^triP^, Tho« 
mas*s and Surinam } lime-juice and Nicaragua 
wood from Curacoa ; and logwood from the 
bay, kc, and yet it drains them of all the filler 
and gold they can collc<5t. It is computed, that 
the annual amount of the goods purchafed by 
this colony in Great Britain is in value not Icfs 
than 100,000 1. ftcrling ; and the fum wouW 
be much greater if a ftop was put to all clandc- 
ftirtc trade. England is, doubtlefs, entitled to 
all their fuperfluities ; becaufc their general in- 
terefts are clofely connected, and her navy is 
their principal defence. On this account, the 
ttade with Hamburgh and Holland lor duck, 
chequered linen, Oznabrigs, cordage, and tea, 
is certainly, upon the whole, impolitic and un- 
reafonable; how much foever it may conduce 
to advance the interefts of a few merchants, or 
this particular colony. 

By what meafures this contraband trade may 
be cfFeclually obftrudted is hard to determine, 
though it well deferves the attention of a Bri- 
tifli parliament. Increafing the number of cuf- 
tom-houfe officers will be a remedy worfe than 
the difeafe. Their falaries would be an addi- 
tional charge upon the public ; for if we argue 
from their conduct, we ought not to prefume 
upon their fidelity. The exclufive right of the 
Eaft-India company to import tea, while the 
colonies puachafe it of foreigners 30 per cent, 
cheaper, muft be very prejudicial to the nation. 
The people of New York, both in towmand 
country, are gone into the habit of tea-drink- 
ing ; and it is fuppofed they confume of this 
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Sortie arc of opinion that the fifhcry of bur- 
geons, which abound in Hudlbn's river, might 
be improved much to the advantage of the co- 
lony ; and that, if proper mcafui.s were con- 
certed, much profit would arife from Ihip-build- 
ing and naval ftorcs. It is certain they have 
timber in vaft plenty, oak, white and black 
pines, fir, locuft, red and white mulberry, and 
cedar; and perhaps there is no foil on the 
globe, fitter for the produ^ion of hemp than the 
low lands in the county of Albany. With re- 
gard to iron ore, a ner'^^ry article, we fhall udd 
an extradl from tVe in..'.'pcndant ReBcdor, a 
paper lately publifl e^' in /. nerica. 

« It is generally i.' "ievf -, that this province 
abounds with a vauwty of minerals. Of iron 
in particular we have fuch plenty, as to be ex- 
celled by no Country in the world of equal ex- 
tent. It is a metal of intrinfic value beyond 
any other, and preferable to the pureft gold. . 
The former is converted into numberlefs forms, 
for as many indifpenfible ufes ; the latter, for 
its portablenefs and fcarcity, is only fit for a me- 
dium of trade : but iron is a branch of it, and 
I am perfuaded will, one time or other, be one 
of the moft valuable articles of our commerce. 
Our annual exports to Bofton, Rhode-lfland 
and Conneaicut, fince the late-aft of parlia- 
ment, to England, are far from beihg inconfi- 
derable. The bodies of iron ore in the nor- 
thern parts of uiis province are fo many, their 
quality fo good, and their fituation'fo conve- 
nient, in refpea of wood, water, hearth-ftone, 
proper fluxes, and carriages, for furnaces,- 
bloomeries, and foV|es, that^ with^a little attcn-. 
lion we might very foon rival iiic Swedes in tiis 
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produce of this article. If. any American at^, 
tempts in iron works have pr<)vc;d.^^i|oniy«t 
and difappointed their undertaker, itasyno^i tp 
be imputed cither to the quality of the ore, or a 
defect of conveniencies. The want pf woj^k? 
men, and the villainy of thofe we generallj^ 
have, arc the only caufes to which we muft ^tj 
tribute fuch milcarriages. No man, who has 
been concerned in them, will difagree with mcj 
if I aflert, that from the founder of the furnace 
to the meaneft bankfnjan or jobber, they arc 
ufually low, profligate, drunken, and faithlefsi 
and yet, under all the innumerable difadvan? | 
tages of fuch inftrumenis, very large, eflatcs 
have, in this way, been raifed in fome of our 
colonies. Our fuccefs, therefore, in the iron 
mauufaaory, is obflruaed and difcouraged by 
the want of workmen, and the high price of la- 
bour, its neceflary confequence, and by thefe 
alone : but it is our happinefs, that fuch only 
being the caufe, the means of redrefs are en- 
tirely in our own hands. Nothing more is 
wantin<y to open a vaft fund of riches to the 
province, in this branch of trade, than the im- 
portation of foreigners. If our merchants and 
landed gentlemen could be brought to a coali- 
tion in this defign, their private interefts would 
not be better advanced by it, than the public 
emolument ; the latter in particular, would 
thereby vaftly improve their lands, incrcafe the 
number, and raife the rents of their tenants. 
And I cannot but think, that if thofe gentlemen, 
who are too inadliye to engage in fuch an cnter- 
priie, would only be at the pains of drawing up 
full rep: -^fentations of their advantages for iron 
.iiVOrkSy and of publifhing them irom tioie to 

2 time 
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time in Great-Britain, Ireland, Germany, znd 
Sweden, the province would Toon be fupplied 
with 1 fufficient number of capable workmen ifi 
all the branches of that manufaftory/ 

The money ufed in this province is ftlver, 
gold, Britifli half-pence, and bills of credit. To 
counterfeit either of them is felony without be- 
nefit of clergy ; but none except the latter, 
r'nd Lyon dollars, are a legal tender. Twelve 
half-pence, till lately, paiTed for a ihillingi 
which being much beyond their valu ; in any of 
the neighbouriiig colonies, the aflfembly, in 
1753, refolved to proceed, at their next meet* 
in^9 after the firft of May enfuing, to the con- 
fideration of a method for afcertaiiung their va- 
lue. A fet of gentlemen, in number feventy- 
two, took the advantage of the difcredit that re- 
foive put upon copper half-pence, and, on the 
22d of December, fubfcribed a paper, enga- 
ging not to receive or pafs them, except at the 
rate of fourteen coppers to a (hilling. This gave 
rife to a mob, for a few days, among the lower 
clafs of people ; but fome of them being impri* 
foned, the fcheme was carried into execution ; 
and eftablifbed in every part of the province, 
without the aid of a law. Their paper-bilis, 
which are ifTued to fcrve the exigencies of the 
government, were at hrft equal to an ounce of 
iilver, then valued at eight (billings. Before the 
late Spaniih war, filver and gold were in great 
demand to make remittances for European 
goods, and then the bills funk^ an ounce of fil- 
ver being worth nine (hillings ahd three pence. 
During the war, the credit of their bills was 
well fupported, partly by the number of prizes^ 
taken by their privateers, and the high price of 
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4lfir produce abroad ; and partly by th0 logf 
wood trad^i and the depreciation qf fher^^Wh 
Juiglartd paper-money, whicl^ gave thf in a tfree 
circuJationf ibrough the caftern colmm^ Sinc« 
the war, ftlver has been valued at abou|ri>incj 
fiiUUngs and two-pence an pwace, andj ie. !dciirf>tr 
lefs fixed there, tiJi their imports cxicccd what 
ihry export. To affift bis majelly fm^ fea>oving 
the Ute encroachments of the . FreDch^ tlicy 
hav« iiTued 80,000 1. to be funk in (hort periods* 
by a tax on eftates real and pcrfonal* and the 
'Whole amount of their paper-currency is thought 
to be about i60)000 1. 

Never was the trade of this ja-ovince in ft> 
flourifhing a condition, as at the latter end of 
the late French war. Above twenty |>rixateei8 
were often out of this port at a time ; and they 
were very fuccefsful in their captures. Prowi- 
fions, which arc^ their ftaple, bore a high price 
m the Wefl-Indies. The French^ diftrcflrcd 
through the want of them, gladly rec-ived their 
flags of truce, though fomc times they had but ' 
one or two prifoners on board, becaufe t^cy 
were always badcd with flour, beef, porky and 
fuch like commodities. The danger their own 
vcflels were cxpofed to, induced them to fell 
their fugars at a very low rate. A trade was at 
the fame time carried on between Jamaica and 
the Spanifli Main, which opened a fine market 
<ft the northern colonies, and the returns were 
principally in caftj. It was generally thought, 
that if the war ^ad continued, the greaieft part 
of the produced 6^ the Spanifti and French fettle* 
mentt in th« Weft-Indies wpuld have been 
g)ia%>rt£d IQ Grea^Britain, through Ibme one 
its to tnsi9 aftiiil' '* . : . ^ .» .. ' or 



dr otTier of h^r colonies ; whence wc may fanr- 
If irgue their prodigious importance. 

This colony, as a part of the king's domtnl* 
bns, is fubjca to the controul of the Britifli par- 
liament, but its more immediate government it 
vetted in a governor, council, and general afield 

biy. ' 

The governors in chief, who are always ap- 
pointed by the king's commiflion under the 
great feal of Great-Britain, enjoy a vaft pleni- 
tude of power, as may be feen in their patents> 
which are nearly the fame. 

The inftruaions received with the commif- 
fion, are explanatory of the patent, and regu- 
late the governor's conduct on almoft every com- 
mon contingency. * 

The falary generally granted to the gover- 
nor by the inftruaions is 1200 1. fterling out of 
the revenues here ; but that being an s'lfficient 
fund, the affembly, in lieu of it, give h'l.a annu- 
ally 1560 1. currency. The perquifites pcrhapt 
amount to as much more. 
' This office was formerly very lucrative, but 
becomes daily lefs confiderablc, becaufc almoft 
all the valuable trails of lands are already taken 
up. 

The cot?nciJ, when fill?, confifts of twelve 
members appointed bjL the king^s mandamii* 
and fign manual. All their privileges and 
powtrs are contained in the inftruaions. Thcj^ 
are a privy council to the governor, in afts of 
tivil government ; and take the fame oath acf-^ 
miniftcred to ths king's council' m England- 
Th6 tenure of their places is extremely preca- 
rious, and yet their influence upon the pubKc 
neafuves very confiderable. In the grant of all 
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patents the governor is bound ^o confult them, 
and regularly they cannot pafs the feal Vi^Uhout 

.,1, Tbcy cDjoy a Icgillative power, as^ the lo«i« 
^ 00 in parlianoent ; and exercife alfo judiciaj au* 
ll^prity upon writs of error and appeals. They 
arc convened by the governor, and he is always 
prefcnt when they fit as a court or privy coun- 
cil, which is ordinarily at the Fort. In their 
Jcgiflative capacity they meet without the gover- 
nor, and always at the city-hall. They fit ac- 
cording to their feniority, and the eldeft member 
prefcnt i? fpeaker of the houfe. In a committee 
the chairman has no voice. They cannot vot^ , 
ty proxy, but have the privilege of entering 
their dillent, and the reafons at large, on their 
minutes. Their proceedings are very | formal, 
mid in many refpeds they imitate the example 
of the lords. Their meflages |o the ailerobly 
arc carried by one of their own members, and 
the houfe always rifes at his cntraiKC, ai^l re- 
ceives them ftanding. The council never pu- 
blifli their legiflativc minutes, but the aflembly 
always prmt their own votes, nor do either of 
thefe houfcs permit ftrangcrs tajbe^^ prefcnt at 
their conventions. ^ 

.. A counfelior's title is The HomurahU* They 
lerve his majcfty without falaries. The bufi- 
nefs of the privy council board .is of late very 
much increafcd, and never had fo great weight 
in the colony as at prefent ; which k much ow- 
ing to the king's calling lawyers of reputation 
tQ the afliftance of his governors. 
\ The general affcmbly confjfts of twcnty-fcven 
jl^iefe|^5fi|i¥<|*d*9fc» by the peopl«, in purfu- 
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me^ «Jf^i'%1ritbf fummons, ifllied byiiie?g6.£ 
verriof. 3 

At the day appointed for their appearance, futh- 
*«! are eleftol convene themfelves attl]|caflemblyr> 
chanfvbfef, in the city of New- York j and, by the* 
clerk of the houfe, inform the Governor of their 
meeting. If they arc above thirteen in number^, 
fornc perfons (generally the judges of the fu-i 
preme court) arc fent to theaiTembly-chamber^: 
empowered by a commiflion to take their oaths 
and fubfcriptions. They arc then called before 
his Exdelkncy, who recommends their choice 
of i^ fpeakcr. For that purpofe they again retire^ 
and condu6t the perfon they ele6t into the chair» 
tvhich is feated at the upper end of a long table. 
After that he if prefented to his Excellency, in • 
the council-chamber ; and upon his approbation 
df their choice, which is of courfe, the fpeaker 
address himfelf to the Governor, and in bc« 
half of the houfe prays, ' That their words andj 
actions may have a favourable conftrudion> 
that the members may have free accefs to him^ 
and they and their fervants be privileged with a 
freedom from arrefts.* The Governor, after 
promifmg thefe things on his part, reads his 
ipeech to both houfes ; and, at the requeft of 
the fpeaker, delivers a copy for the ufe of the 
afi^mbly. .!&^- 

^ We need not enlarge upon the cuftoms of 
the general aiTembly, for they take the practice of 
the Briti(h houfe of commons for their models 
and vary from th^m in but very few inflances. 
Money-bills are not leturned to them by the 
council-board, as the lords 60 to thecommon»; 
and yet the reafons for this practice arc miich 
ftrongcr there than at home. When the Gover* 

3 BOiT 



fOR 

«<«tfrpa{res the btils fcntup to him, both houfer 
art prcfcntin the council-chamber. It U then 
cuftomary for him to aOc the advice of his coun-. 
cil with refpea to every bill, and he iignsT 
them at the foot ftfter thefe words. « I rJI^Mt tu 
this bill, eraainsi the fame, and brder \t to be 
cnrcJlcd/ After that the aas are pub^iHi^ m 
the open ftreet, near the ci£y-hill j hi? iLxcel- 
Itncy and the two boufes being prefent. 
i The continuance of the affemWies was un- 
Iknited, till the political ftruggles.vhidi tookr.ic 
in Mr. Coft v's admiiiration, forced Mr. OafKej 
whn 'icceeded him, to pals the ^a riilrid- ^ 
Jag it^m iQ tlirce 'cars; but this was repealed by i 
the Kir % ir I a Septennial law enafted (obn after 
the 'mrm\ oC Governor Clinton,, which is ftiil 

liu full force. •■ f , 

Noc->lony upon the continent his formerlf^ 

fofFercd more than New- York, in the opinion of 

theKing»s miniftcrs. This has becuowmg to 

the ill iropreffions made by their Governors, 

who are fcarce ever difengaged from difputes 

with the Lower Houfe. The reprefentatives, a- 

greeablc to the general fenfe of their confti- 

tuents, are tenacious in their opinion, that the in-^ 

habitants of this colony arc entitled to all the 

privileges of Englifhmen; that they have a 

right to participate in the legiflativc power, and 

ihiit the feffion of aflemblies here, is wifely fub- 

fdtuted inftead of a reprefentation in parliament, 

which, all things confidered, would, at this re^ 

mote diftance, be extremely inconvenient and 

dangerous. The Governors, op he other 

hand, in «rfneral, entertain polidcru icntiments 

of a quite a f^rent nature. Ai^ >nti immunities 

*i *«:«« «/'#-Ar/*in{y tfvthem.nwi ijijivnow from. 
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but abfoliilcly cJepend upon, the mere grace and 
wiW qf the frowW It is eafy tocortcetve, ^i^ 
cont^hlioni. piuft naturally 2«end fi^ch a whtM^ ; 
di'aVcHi: pt f^ntimcats. Moft of thctr dff^^** 
ho^yever. ;:elate tjo the fupport of govfernmW. 
B^orc tord Cornbury's embezzlements, th* f^ ' 
venue, vi^s'cilabiifhcd for a long pc"oJ> ^."^:^^;^ 
terw4s redfuced to a few years Jhevioler^;* 
meafures in Mr. Cofby's time led the ^^^^2 
to the fcheme of an annual provifion. ^^^ 
are tlje words of that much^famcd addrefs of tfte 
hduf^; ta Lieutenant Governor Clarke, onjfl^ 
of September 1737, previous to the change. 

*, The true caufcs of the deficiency of the rc-^' 
v&e, y.'e believe are too well known to your 
Honour, to make it neceflkry for us to fay mucH- 
onthathead. Had the confpicuous loyalty of th*;^ 
inhabitants of this province met with a [uuame 
treatment ia return, it is not unlikely ^^^^ 
ihould now be weak enough to a^ I'^c othcr^ 
befpje HA, in being laviih beyond our abilities^^ 
and r^Cog fums unneceffary to be given ; an^ 
contin^icd the donation, like them, for j^l^^SCj; 

time than what was convenient for ^^^^^11%^^ 
the inhabitants: but experience has (hewn ttie im- 
prudence of fuch a condua, and the mifcraDie 
condition to which the province is reduced, ren-- 
dersthe raifing of large fums very difficult, it nptt 
impraaicable. W c therefore beg leave to be plaii^; 
with your Honour, and hope you will not take 
it amifs, when we tell you, that you are not tp^ 
expea, that we either will raife fums unfit to W 
raiCed ; or put what we (h%\\ raife into the power 
of a Governor to mifapply, if we can prevent , it :^ 
nor (hall we make up any other deficiencies, thaT|^^ 
what we conceive are fit and juft to be paid 5 or:^ 
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continue what fupport or revenue we (hall rsufe, 
for Iny longer time than one year. N6K^6-wc 
thinlc it convenient to do even thaf, iihiii ftich 
laws ire paiTed, as we conceive nectfTary fbi* the 
fafety of the inhabitants of this tplbny, w!t6 
Have repofed a truft in us for that only f urpofe ; 
and which we are fure you will think it rctTon^ 
aWc we fliould ^ agreeable to, and by the 
grace of God wc will endeavour not to dc- 
9eive thcrti.* 

' The fentiments of this addrefs ftill prevail a^ 
mong the people, and therefore the faccefs ot 
the prcfcnt folicitations for a permanent, indefi- 
nite fupport will probably be in vain. ^'.^ ^ \ 
-/five matter has been often litigated with great 
fervency on both fides, and the example of the 
Britifh parliament urged as a precedent for their 
in)itation. To this it is anfw^ered, that the par- 
ticular Uate of thi'j! province differs fo widely 
from that of their mother- country, that tliey 
ought not in this refpea to follow thecoftoroof 
the commons. Their conftitution, as fomfe 
obferve, is fo imperfcft in numberlefs m- 
fiances, that the rights of the people lie> even 
now, at the mere mercy of their Gt /^rnorsj 
and granting a perpetual fupp6rt, it is though^ 
WOU& be in reality little lefs than the Ms cf 
Everything dear to them. 
' It muft be confefled that many plauftbkargui* 

ments may beafligned in fupport of the jeafoufy 
ofthehoufe. A Governor has numberlefs op- 
portunities, not proper to be mentioned, for m^ 
vading the rights of the people, and infiiiperablt 
difficulties would ncccflkrily attend all the means 
of rcdrefs. # w^ 
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f Brgr3^4«al advances, at feafgnable junaurcs^ 
mcy ipigbt have introduced fuch atbcndmcnti, 
ai wo^lditihij day have eftablifhed a found ana 
^isell fortified political frame : but throoKH their 
utt^r ncgle£i of education, the ancient aflembliet 
confifted of plain, illiterate hufbandmcn, whofc 
views feldom extended farther than to the regu* 
lation ofhighwaysi^ the deftmaion of wolves, 
wild cats, and foxes, and the advancement of 
the other iitllc intcrefts of the particular counties 
which they were chofen to rcprefcnt. 
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ZA C AT E C A S, a province in New Spain, 
bounded by New Bifcay on the north ; by 
Panucoon theeaft; Mechoacan, Guadalajara, 
jmd Chiametlan, on the fouth j and by part of 
Cbiametlan and Culiacan on the weft. It is 
well inhabited, and abounds with large villages. 
Part of it lies in the temperate, and part in 
the torrid zone ; it is about a hundred leagues in 
length, and forty-five in breadth. The weftern 
part of it is an arid traa, and would not be in- 
habited, were it not for the mines, which are 
reckoned the richeft in America ; but theeaftern 
part abounds with corn, and fruity of various 
kinds, and its foreftsare full of deer. \z: 

l^ACETACAS, the capital of the above prc>- 
vince, fituated under the tropic of Cancer^ 
40 leagues north of Guadalajara, and 80 north- 
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fand men, and there arc abuut eight hundred fi|- 
mUiei of flaves who work in the mii^cs, and per- 
form other laHorvous worki for (heir Spanifh 
^aftcri, -.': A, 9. N. Fong, 103. 20.W. 

Zac t'^ / , -' toall poK-town of the pro- 
vince <* Mecboacan, fituatcd at the mouth of 
t river of this fame name, bhthc coa^ pf the 
Pacific oc|a^. I-at. 17. hi* N» Tong. 104. 

' \MORA, a cuy of Peru, m S. America, 
aoo miles fouth of Quito. It is pretty large, 
ijiidthe houfcs well-built of timber and ftonc. 
The church and convent of Dominicans are 
both eleganr ftruaures. There are fevcraF gold 
mines in the neighbourhood of the city, but 
few of them worked* Lat. 4. 10. S. long. 

ZitANDiA. See Surinam. 






.' V 



;, £^;/e/»fc THIRD VOLUME. 



. Pk 



i . 

■ * 



>, 



f t ' r 



.i 3l 



?. « J I . I 



'.1? ■ ■ 



•> 



■r^^ 



A.'S 



I - • 






i 

r 



tki?, 





^ ^ 




